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South/Central Indiana District
NEWSLETTER
When in doubt, return to the familiar! So, being in doubt about what to write for this page, I
am returning to the familiar. One of my favorite scripture passages happens to be in the
book of Romans when Paul suggests to the fussy folk receiving his letter that they should
strive to live in harmony. He says,
Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in
suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend
hospitality to strangers.
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not
repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.
-Romans 12:11-17
I am reminded of this phrase often as we, across the South/Central Indiana district, strive to
live together around our differences. While we all gather around the word of God and we all
read translations of the same scriptures, we sometimes understand those words quite
differently and the temptation is to claim wisdom, persecute, demand like-mindedness.
It is my delight to brag (in a very humble sort of way of course) to those beyond the borders
of S/C district about the ways we are striving to live in harmony. We have honest
conversations about our differences without writing off those who disagree with us; we
choose leadership from all sides of many an issue, trusting their ability to be fair to all ideals;
we sing one another’s hymns and worship together focused on the same God at our core;
we work together across boundaries to do disaster ministry and gather school kits and share
resources so that our congregations might know health and share ministry and Good News
beyond our borders.
Thank you for the testimony you give to our shared faith and thank you for your work that
we might live in harmony!
--Beth

Seeking a Companion for Your Spiritual Journey?
Spiritual companioning is an ongoing relationship in which you, wanting to be more attentive in your spiritual
life, meet with a companion on a regular basis (usually once a month) for the specific purpose of becoming
more attuned and responsive to God’s Presence. The primary focus of the session is your relationship with
God as reflected and challenged by all aspects of your life.
Through your deepening relationship with God, you will draw closer to God, following God’s will through
prayer and reflection, and listening to the Spirit within.
The companion may question, challenge, and support you as called for by the Spirit. Your prayerful openness
to the Spirit determines what insights are gleaned or what course of action calls you. The companion is only
the facilitator in the process; you claim the journey as your own.
If you have interest or questions, contact David Doudt, Spiritual Director, at kedd812@gmail.com or (260)
306-0103.

NOAC NEWS
When Rosetta Fry’s family, friends, and church (Liberty Mills) learned that she planned to take part in NOAC’s Walk Around Lake
Junaluska to raise funds for the Nigeria Crisis Fund, they contributed over $2000 for her efforts! For more news from NOAC, visit
http://www.brethren.org/news/2015/noac/noac-by-the-numbers.html.

Alaska and Louisiana: A tale of two tillers
By Jeff Boshart
What do New Orleans, La., and Circle, Alaska, have in common? Community gardens in both places recently have purchased walkbehind tractors or tillers with funds provided by the Global Food Crisis Fund (GFCF).
In New Orleans’ Lower 9th Ward, Capstone 118 Inc. was started by David Young of Roanoke (La.) Church of the Brethren [formerly
of the Manchester COB], after completing post-Hurricane Katrina volunteer work with Brethren Disaster Ministries. In Circle, Bill
and Penny Gay of Pleasant Dale Church of the Brethren, Decatur, Ind., first traveled to Alaska with the New Community Project
nine years ago and return every summer, most recently to the town of Circle.
Young shared that Capstone’s old tillers lacked the power necessary to break through the sod of the overgrown abandoned lots in
the neighborhood where Capstone is working. A grant of $6,735 provided Capstone with a new tool to use in its efforts to reclaim
and revitalize both vacant lots and devastated lives. He writes, “As we grow...it has become apparent that ground working
equipment is a major priority need.” The second-hand equipment they purchased was not cutting it, literally. He expressed his
thanks for the GFCF grant as community members are now expanding their gardens and producing more food for sale and personal
consumption.
In Alaska, the Gays were concerned by the lack of fresh produce in the local diet in the community of Circle. Working with
community members, the Gays started by building unheated green houses to protect plants from the cold. This extends the
gardening season on both ends of Alaska’s short summer. “I can’t believe how God is using us,” said Bill Gay. This year they
introduced crops that have never been grown in Circle: asparagus, corn, watermelons, and celery. Through the addition of a new
tiller, provided by a $4,500 GFCF grant, the community plans to triple its square footage of fresh produce next season. The Gays
believe the Holy Spirit is leading in their efforts and plan to return for many years to come.
-- Jeff Boshart is manager of the Global Food Crisis Fund and the Emerging Global Mission Fund, serving on the staff of the Church of
the Brethren’s Global Mission and Service. Find out more about the ministry of the GFCF at www.brethren.org/gfcf .
Jeff’s article appeared in the Oct. 9 edition of Newsline (http://www.brethren.org/news/2015/newsline-for-oct-9-2015.html):

Please send us your news! Deadline for the December newsletter is November 16.
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Akron - David Hendry was installed as pastor October 18.

From the Kokomo congregation:

Lafayette - a search committee has formed.

Please join in the celebration of the beginning of
Advent Season by attending our 44th Hanging of the
Greens on Sunday, November 29, at 6:00
p.m. Bring a friend, enjoy the beautiful program
and stay for fellowship and celebration!

Manchester - Karen Eberly is now Associate Pastor and Director
of Christian Education.
Mexico - a search committee has formed.

From the Manchester congregation:

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT
item
cong. self-allocation

September

2015 to-date

$11,594

$68,011

other income

($548)

$9,459

restricted income

$2,411

$6,316

$13,457

$83,786

TOTAL INCOME

The Manchester youth group will be
performing Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat Nov.20-21,
at 7pm, with a dessert bar beginning
at 6pm.
There is no admission charge; instead, donations will be
accepted, with proceeds to be divided among costs for the
show and the Crazy for our Kids campaign to build a new
Early Learning Center (preschool and daycare) in North
Manchester.

From the Northview congregation:
district expense
restricted expense
TOTAL EXPENSE

NET
District Fund Balance

($6,912)

($76,533)

($150)

($1,120)

($7,062)

($77,653)

$6,395

$6,133

Alternative Christmas Fair – Saturday, November 14
10:30AM – 2:30PM
Northview COB, 5555 E. 46th St., Indianapolis, IN 46226
This is an opportunity to give “with a vision for peace and a
better tomorrow.” Purchase gifts from charitable
organizations which promote peace, justice, fair trade, hope,
and environmental stewardship. Donate to global
and local agencies as alternative gifts to family and
friends. Enjoy homemade lunch (served 11:30AM –
1:30PM) for a freewill offering. For more
information, contact Northview at (317) 547-7293
or office@northviewcob.org.

$23,659

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR
NOVEMBER
Nov. 1 - Please pray with us for Locust Grove COB.
Nov. 8 - Please pray with us for Peru COB.
Nov. 15 - Please pray with us for Logansport COB.
Nov. 22 - Please pray with us for Northview COB.
Nov. 29 - Please pray with us for Loon Creek COB.
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We ask you to remember our
sister churches and
denominational agencies in
prayer. Those listed are
suggestions for each week.

URGENT: Free housing needed for Afghani
student who wants to enroll at Manchester
University for spring 2016 semester

There is need for a group of volunteers in Loveland,
Colo., the week of November 8-14. Volunteers will be
working on repairs from flooding that hit that
mountainous area nearly two years ago. The project
there has been operating since early summer. Please
note that the altitude in Colorado can really impact
breathing and cause headaches, so be prepared.

Basir is 27 years old with excellent English skills. He is familiar
with American culture and is willing to help with household
chores in exchange for housing. Basir has served as a translator
in Afghanistan and is being supported in part by MU Alumna,
Jean Karn, of Southern Ohio. Housing needs to be within
walking or bicycling distance of the university. If you are willing
to provide housing for Basir, please contact Sandy Bendsen at
the university at 260-982-5888.

The rebuilding project has long-term and short-term
project leaders to lead the work and prepare meals,
but teams should also be ready to assist with cooking
and do a variety of building tasks. Tools are on site;
bring bedding and flexibility!
South/Central COB District of Indiana is willing to help
with travel expenses so don't let that be a barrier. If
you and others can go on short notice like this, please
be in contact with me by email (kindy@cpt.org) or call
260-982-2971.

Come to Timbercrest’s Third Annual
Festival of Trees, Saturday, December 5,
from 10 am - 2 pm. Our district will have
a tree!

Thank you for considering this important ministry!
Cliff Kindy, District Disaster Coordinator

THE PARISH PAPER
Would you like to use The Parish Paper in your
congregation’s newsletter? South/Central Indiana
district’s purchase of a subscription to The Parish Paper
INCLUDES

Directory Updates
No more updates will be published this year, but
please continue to send us any changes in your
contact information so that we have accurate
information on hand when it’s time to publish the
2016 district directory.

1. Permission to provide copies to our staff and to the
congregations within our jurisdiction in any of the
following ways: E-mail, Postal, newspaper, newsletter,
meetings, training events, and our website.
2. Permission for each congregation within our
jurisdiction to (a) photocopy or electronically distribute
for local use as many copies as it needs, (b) post them on
its website, and (c) quote sentences and paragraphs.
Congregations within our jurisdiction to which we
distribute The Parish Paper do not have permission (a)
to delete the copyright ownership notice, (b) to re-write,
paraphrase, delete, or change the wording of sentences
and paragraphs, or (c) to give any third party—other
than our staff and constituents—permission to
photocopy or reprint (in any quantity, no matter how
small, whether for free distribution or for sale).

As you hold your fall council meetings, if there are
changes in your congregation’s leadership, please let
us know.
And, in preparation for next year’s district directory,
we ask all congregations to give us a GPS-friendly
address for their location. Thank you very much!
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Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday & Tuesday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
Tuesday & Thursday; 1st & 3rd Wednesdays
8 am - 12 noon

www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org
District website:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill St
North Manchester IN 46962

