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Love is a command!
John 13:34

"Love is a command, not just a feeling. Somehow, in the romantic world of music and art and theatre
we have made love to be what it is not. We have so mixed it with beauty and charm and sensuality
and contact that we have robbed it of its higher call of cherishing and nurturing." -- Ravi Zacharias
As Moderator I get to visit churches to attend meetings all over the South/Central District. Meetings
where easy and hard topics are discussed, reports are given, tasks are divided, plans are made, and
the work of the district gets done.
After a hard topic I noticed two men seated together, deep in conversation. They held differing
views, yet that didn't stop them from talking, sharing and connecting. They were turned toward each
other, their heads together, taking turns speaking and nodding. They listened, thought and replied
with calm focus. Tertulian's phrase, "See how they love one another," sprang to mind.
This year without coordinating with each other, three district groups chose a theme of love.
District Board: Love when it doesn't make sense.
District Youth: Love, even if!
District Moderator: Love is a command.
Love isn't just an emotion, it's the act of working for the highest best good for people. Love is
powerful, covering a multitude of sins (I Peter 4:8). Love is practical, as we feed the hungry and
clothe the naked (Matthew 25:36-40). Love is unfailing (I Corinthians 13:8). Our God is love (I John
4:8). And God keeps calling us to love too. As Christ-followers we are defined by our love.
I look forward to seeing you at District Conference, where we will put our heads together, and seek
the highest best good for each other and for the district.
In Christ's love,
Cindy Dunk
S/C Indiana District Moderator

2018 DISTRICT CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
Saturday, September 15, 2018
Grandview Church of the Brethren
7:30am
7:45am
8:30-8:45am
8:45-9:30am

9:30am

10:30am
11:00am

12:00noon
1:00pm
2:00pm
2:15pm
3:00pm

3:50pm
4:00pm

Registration
Breakfast provided by Nettle Creek Church of the Brethren
Singing/Gathering Music
Mary Berkebile, pianist
Worship
Worship Leaders: Brethren Leadership Institute students
Preacher: Moderator Cindy Dunk
Pianist: Laura Stone
Offering for Brethren Leadership Institute
Business:
Consecration of Delegates
Introductions/Rules
Acceptance of the 2017 Minutes and 2018 Agenda
Table Talk
District Board Report
District Board, Earl Doll, Chair
Financial Reports
Jim Bates, Treasurer
Recommendation of the 2019 Budget
Earl Doll
Approval of Slate and Appointments
Brian Mackie
District Executive Minister’s Report
Beth Sollenberger
Interim District Executive Minister’s Report
Carol Spicher Waggy
Coffee and Doughnut Break
Sponsored by Timbercrest and Manchester University
Reports
Ministry Interview Committee
Joe Redmon
Brethren Leadership Institute
Erin Huiras
Certification by BAML
Janet Ober Lambert
Ministry Excellence Project
Phil Tomson
Historical Committee
Brethren Disaster Ministries
Cliff Kindy
Standing Committee
Kurt Borgmann
Lunch
Insight Sessions: 1) Youth Ministry 2) The Global Church of the Brethren
Table Talk
Dessert Auction and Congregational Ministries Video
Erin Huiras
Reports
Camp Mack
Gene Hollenberg
Manchester University
Timbercrest
Brethren Agencies
Bethany Theological Seminary
Brethren Benefit Trust
Jean Bednar
Church of the Brethren, Inc.
Jay Wittmeyer
On Earth Peace
Passing Gavel and Prayer of Blessing for New Leadership and Clean-Up Buckets
Adjournment and Safe Travels
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DISTRICT CONFERENCE DETAILS
Members of the Grandview Church of the Brethren,
are working with love to provide a hospitable setting
for this year’s district conference.
DEM Beth Sollenberger will be returning to our
district to prepare her annual thank-you dinner for
district leadership. All are welcome to join this meal
at 6 pm Friday, with appetizers and fellowship at 5:30.

Saturday afternoon’s Table Talk will be a discussion of
who will receive the money from the Dessert Auction.
Each congregation is asked to bring a dessert for this
auction. We’ve heard that some cooks are using
recipes from the new Inglenook Desserts cookbook.

Tables might consider going together to
purchase a dessert, which can be their
Of special note is that Rebecca Dali is bringing afternoon snack!

an update on the situation of the church in
Nigeria. This presentation will be Friday
evening at 7 pm.

A prize will be awarded to the cook
whose dessert goes for the highest bid.

In addition to the clean-up buckets, the auction will
provide an opportunity for us to give beyond
Nettle Creek Church of the Brethren will be providing ourselves. Come prepared to bid generously and
often!
breakfast for early arrivals Saturday morning.
Donations will be accepted to help with their costs.
Those needing overnight accommodations should
look for motels in Anderson.

Empty buckets have been delivered to each
congregation to be filled with cleaning supplies.
Please bring your filled bucket Saturday morning.
Three dollars/bucket to defray Church World Service’s
shipping costs is appreciated; that can be in the form
of cash or a check made out to CWS.

Interspersed in the auction will be Video
Highlights from each congregation in the
district.

In addition to hearing reports from district
committees and denominational agencies, there will
be two insight sessions after lunch:

It’s not too late!

Non-delegate registrations for district conference will
1) Youth Ministry - Visions and Experiences - Large
and Small: a report on NYC and a panel discussion be accepted until Sept. 9. You can access the
registration form at http://www.scindcob.org/
with youth leaders from around our district.
2) The Global Church of the Brethren: Jay Wittmeyer mission.html. The cost is $20, which includes a hot
lunch prepared by members of the Grandview Church
from the Global Mission and Service Office will
share slides and information about Church of the of the Brethren.
Brethren congregations around the world.

Grandview Church of the Brethren
9064 W. Grandview Blvd.
Pendleton
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Our sympathies are extended
to Bethel Center pastor Ellen
Adney, whose grandson was
killed in a car accident, and to
Liberty Mills pastor Kelly
Beutler, whose father recently
passed away.
This year’s Hickory Grove Vacation Bible School
raised $1042.30 for our district’s
Brethren Disaster Response Fund!
This fund is available to assist with
travel costs for volunteers traveling
to projects (see p. 6 for information
about current projects). Many
thanks to Hickory Grove for this
generous gift !

You are invited to send memories of Beech Grove and/
or Grandview to Kathy Young (see email address above).

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT
As of July 31, 2018
Income
Cong. Self-Allocation

$ 6,337.98

$50,444.03

Restricted Income

1,830.00

19,713.40

Other Income

5,623.17

8,612.01

Total Income

$13,791.15

$78,769.44

PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH COMING
SOON
October has been designated as Pastor
Appreciation Month. To assist congregations in
appreciating their pastors, matching grants are
offered by the Ministry Excellence Project.
Applications will be mailed to church board
chairs next week. If the church board chair is
not the right person to receive this information,
please pass it on to the right person!

Expenses
District Expenses
Restricted Expenses

$ 7,574.07

$56,914.64

179.94

27,362.91

Total Expenses

$ 7,574.07

$84,277.55

NET

$6,217.08

$(5,508.11)

District Fund Balance

$68,478.18

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER
September 2 - Please pray with us for the Peru COB and Northern Indiana District.
September 9 - Please pray with us for our upcoming District Conference.
September 16 - Please pray with us for the Pike Creek COB and Michigan District.
September 23 - Please pray with us for the Pipe Creek COB and Missouri/Arkansas Dist.
--Check the South/Central Indiana District Facebook page for specific prayer requests.-4

What does the future hold for the smaller
church?

YOU ARE INVITED…
The Locust Grove Church of the Brethren will be
holding revival services September 23 - 25, with
Bethany Seminary President, Jeff Carter, preaching
every evening. Services start at 7:00 pm with special
music each night.

As part of their 125th year celebration, the
Anderson Church of the Brethren is sponsoring a
conference entitled "The Future of the
Church." The focus will be on the smaller
church. Jeff Carter, President of Bethany
Seminary, and Nancy Sollenberger Heishman,
Director, Office of Ministry, will be among the
main resource leaders helping us think about the
future. The conference will begin at 9:00 am
Saturday, September 29 and will close with a light
lunch at noon. If you are interested in attending,
contact Helen Wenger at (765) 649-9231 or
acoboffice@aol.com to RSVP in order to have an
accurate count for lunch.

If anyone needs more information, call 765-591-2667.

BRING YOUR CANCELLED STAMPS
TO DISTRICT CONFERENCE
The last batch of stamps we sold netted $25 for
Compañeros en Ministerio. We have some volunteer
stamp trimmers, but if you are able to trim them
before bringing them, it helps! Please leave oneeighth of an inch of paper around the stamp.

Camp Mack Festival is offering area churches and
individual members the opportunity to have a
business card printed in the Festival program
booklet.
The booklets are handed out to every festival
attendee with times, locations and information on
the October 6th, the day of the Camp Mack
Festival.

FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR OUTREACH
Formed by funds generated from the sale of the
upper campus of the Brethren Service Center in New
Windsor, the Brethren Faith in Action Fund provides
grants to fund outreach ministry projects that serve
their communities, strengthen the congregation, and
expand the reign of God. Such ministries will honor
and continue the legacy of service that the Center has
epitomized while also addressing the dynamics of the
present age. Grants of up to $5,000 per congregation
or ministry project per year are awarded, with a
maximum of $15,000 allocated to any one ministry
project over multiple years.

Business cards will be re-produced in their actual
size for the set fee of $25.00 each. DEADLINE to
receive cards is Friday, September 28.
If you are interested, send your business card
along with a check earmarked “FESTIVAL” for
$25.00 to
CAMP MACK
PO Box 158
Milford IN 46542
ATTN: Linda Starr
QUESTIONS? Call or text Linda Starr at 574-7806117 or call Deb Roe at the Camp Office.
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IMMEDIATE NEED: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN SEPTEMBER FOR PUERTO RICO!!
After 11 months of relief work, planning, meeting and fundraising BDM needs volunteers to begin to rebuild
the homes of so many affected by Hurricane Maria in 2017.
* Volunteers starting in September 2018 are needed. Group sizes will be 5-7 people.
* Flexible, creative volunteers willing to go the extra step in helping set up and plan for an ongoing
recovery project.
* Able to serve for 2 weeks or more preferred due to travel costs.
* Volunteer housing and meals will be simpler and a bit more rustic than a typical BDM site. The housing
does not have air conditioning but does include many fans.
* A willingness to help rebuild along with meals preparation and care for volunteer housing will be needed
* Able to work in a hot, humid climate with limited to no luxuries like air conditioning
* Experience in metal roofing helpful but not required. Block masons will be needed later in the year.
* Funds to help with travel costs are available through your district and the BDM office.
We will be scheduling volunteers beginning September 2 through the middle of December (excluding the
week of Thanksgiving). Please contact the BDM office at BDM@brethren.org<mailto:BDM@brethren.org> or
410-635-8731 with the dates you would be available.
PLEASE DO NOT buy your airline tickets until you are notified to do so.
Since we have less than a month before the first group of volunteers are expected, please contact us as soon
as possible if you would like to be a part of the first groups to go to Puerto Rico. Volunteers will be scheduled
on a first-come first-served basis.
We look forward to hearing from you! We really need at least 2-3 volunteers!
For additional information please contact Roy Winter rwinter@brethren.org<mailto:rwinter@brethren.org>
or Sharon Franzen sfranzen@brethren.org<mailto:sfranzen@brethren.org>.

Want to stay closer to home?
The S/C Indiana District has two weeks for which volunteers are needed. September 9-15 there are fifteen
positions to fill and November 25-December 1 there are seven or eight positions to fill as we share the week
with the Illinois/Wisconsin District. Work is in both North and South Carolina doing rebuilding after Hurricane
Matthew passed through a couple years ago. Volunteers will be assigned as needed that week to either or
both locations though all volunteers will be staying at a Presbyterian Church in Lumberton, N. Carolina. An
assistant cook/household volunteer will be needed for both dates.
Questions? Contact Cliff Kindy at 260-982-2971 or kindy@cpt.org
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Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax
Carol Spicher Waggy, Interim District Executive Minister
carolspicherwaggy@gmail.com

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Tina Rieman, Brethren Leadership Institute Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
as needed

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester IN 46962

