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My husband Tim has been on sabbatical this summer, hiking on the New Hampshire
and Maine portions of the Appalachian Trail. The first week he spent on the trail
seven years ago, he hiked the same sections of the trail as Rick. Rick was on vacation
and enjoying a few weeks of hiking. When he left the trail, Tim kept hiking and often
told stories of meeting interesting people along the way. Tim and Rick have spent
many a pleasant day on the trail and maybe even more time comparing equipment
choices, planning section hikes and reliving the glory of the trail.
Early this year when it became clear Tim would be back on the trail this summer he
and Rick compared their calendars and decided to hike the month of July at the north
end of the trail and finish at Kathdan, the north entrance to the trail. By the time they
finished planning, another friend was going to join them. By the time Tim met them,
several others had joined their group effort. Tim would say Rick simply has a way of
gathering people in to enjoy the trail.
They kept collecting and the group shifted and changed along the way as they
continued to the trailhead, climbing over incredible rocks, hiking along real paths and
stopping to ponder the path or savor amazing views of waterfalls, crystal lakes, lush
greenery and majestic mountains.
Isn’t that one view of evangelism? Collecting people who become friends to ponder
life’s journey together and stand amazed by the wonder of God’s creation?
This fall Nate Polzin will be teaching a course on Evangelism and Outreach for the
Brethren Leadership Institute. Everyone is welcome to take the course. Do it on
your own or gather a group to bring along from your congregation. The dates are
September 30, October 28, and November 4, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Marion
Church of the Brethren. Call the district office to register.
--Beth

BRETHREN LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
The next BLI course will be Evangelism/Outreach: Sept. 30, Oct. 28, and Nov. 4, 9:00-4:00
each of those Saturdays. The classes will be held at the Marion COB.
The class will be taught by Nate Polzin, pastor of The Church In Drive in Saginaw, Mich.
Learning objectives for this course are as follows:
A. Be able to articulate a theology of the missional church that is biblically based and informed
by recent discussion of mission philosophy and strategies.
B. Be able to describe some major developments in the history of evangelism and at least one
contemporary area of evangelism where the church's witness is taking shape in a new and
challenging manner.
C. Be able to discuss ways in which the church's evangelism is both personal and social and
how both dimensions of evangelism are related to the gospel.
D. Be able to assess the extent to which his or her congregation is an inviting community and
to define desired next steps in light of that assessment.
E. Be able to indicate and evaluate ways in which faith sharing occurs in his or her life and
ministry.
Application and cost information is available through the district office (email
scindcob@gmail.com or call 260-982-8805). Register by September 16 to avoid a late fee.
Mark your calendars now for the winter session, when Aaron Gross will be teaching the
Preaching course:
Saturday, January 20, 2018
Saturday, February 3, 2018
Saturday, February 17, 2018
Reminder: Anyone can attend these classes. One need not be seeking credentials. Here is
what people are saying about previous classes:
 I found the best part was the free exchange of ideas and the feeling of community that
developed.
 I thoroughly enjoyed the class. I enjoyed learning of the history of the Brethren. Now
having a better knowledge of the history will better prepare me to lead.
 [Bob Bowman] was able to bring the [Old Testament] stories to life, and what is very
apparent is Bob loves to tell them. I absolutely loved this class.
The BLI handbook is available on the links page of the district website. Coming soon: a web
page completely devoted to BLI information!
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DISTRICT CONFERENCE REMINDERS AND INFORMATION
All are invited to the Bethany Church of the Brethren on Friday, Sept. 15. Workshops on
deacon ministry, led by Joshua Brockway, begin at 1:30 and end at 5:30. CEUs are
available for $10. Come at 1 pm to register.
 All are invited by District Executive Minister Beth Sollenberger to enjoy dinner and
fellowship at 6 p.m. (appetizers served at 5:30). This is also at the Bethany church (19003
US 6, New Paris).
 After dinner, head to Camp Mack for a campfire with Curt Rowland and friends. Popcorn
and s’mores provided.
 8:00 a.m. Saturday morning breakfast at Camp Mack (reservations must be made directly
with camp). Name tags and exhibits will be available at Quinter-Miller Auditorium. Bring
desserts for the auction to the auditorium.




8:45 a.m. Gather in Quinter-Miller Auditorium for worship and business.



Mid-morning coffee break provided by Timbercrest and Manchester University.

Lunch in the John Kline Welcome Center for conference registrants.
 Afternoon will include insight sessions, more business, and the dessert auction.



There are still a few housing options available at Camp Mack Friday night; contact them.

The District Conference booklet will be posted online and emailed to all registrants by
August 31. Please check that for final schedule and business information.
These are churches for whom we do not have delegate authorization forms: Andrews,
Arcadia, Bethel Center, Buffalo, Christ Our Shepherd, Pike Creek, Portland, West Eel River
and White Branch. Forms are available on the district’s conference web page. It’s not too late
to register; we want to see every congregation represented at district conference!

This year’s district-wide service project is an offering for our sisters and brothers in
the Nigeria Church of the Brethren, and for water projects being implemented by our
sisters and brothers in the Haiti Church of the Brethren. The district board set a goal
of raising $10,000 to divide between these two projects. We would like every
congregation in our district to contribute to this offering, even if it’s simply a
collection of pocket change on Sunday morning. If your church has not yet taken an
offering, please do! All checks need to be received in the district office by Monday,
Sept. 11, so that the treasurer can write one check to be presented to General
Secretary David Steele at our district conference. Following the lead of the early
Brethren, may we do this “for the glory of God and our neighbors’ good.”
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DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT
item

July 2016

Guernsey - search committee is forming.

cong. self-allocation

$9472

$9803

other income

$2812

$1050

restricted income

$1590

$13,411

$13,874

$34,264

district expense
restricted expense

$8225
$0

$7967
$2560

TOTAL EXPENSE

$8225

$10,527

NET

$5649

$13, 737

$43,730

$60,563

TOTAL INCOME

District Fund Balance

Union Grove - interviewing.

July 2017

This year’s district conference auction
has been expanded to include any type
of dessert. Creativity is encouraged!
Ready-to-eat desserts are great; gift
certificates or dessert kits (e.g., cookie
mix in a jar) are also good. Each
congregation is asked to provide one
dessert for the auction. We look
forward to Erin Huiras as our
auctioneer again this year, and the
auction will be sprinkled with
information about the congregations in
our district.
Most important: Bring your money to
buy the desserts!! Proceeds benefit the
district fund and the ministerial
education fund.

Timbercrest is hosting an open house on
Wednesday, Sept. 13, from 4 - 6 pm. There will
be tours of Neighborhood Homes and Manor
Apartments. All are welcome.

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER
September 3 - Please pray with us for the Pike Creek COB and the Western Plains District.
September 10 - Please pray with us for our upcoming District Conference.
September 17 - Please pray with us for the Pipe Creek COB and the West Marva District.
September 24 - Please pray with us for the Pleasant Dale COB the Atlantic Northeast Dist.
--Check the South/Central Indiana District Facebook page for specific prayer requests.-4

LOMBARD MENNONITE PEACE CENTER COMES TO INDIANA
Event: Conflict Transformation Skills for Churches
Sponsor: Lombard Mennonite Peace Center
Location: Indianapolis, Ind.
Date: October 21, 2017
This one-day workshop teaches some basic skills that will help participants manage conflicts within their
congregations in a healthier manner. Topics include
Viewing conflict as an opportunity for growth.
Studying the Biblical basis for conflict transformation.
Understanding your own style of responding to conflict.
Practicing communication skills necessary to transform conflict peacefully.
Developing strategies for preventing destructive conflict in the church family.
Learning a model for working at congregational decision-making in a win-win manner.
For more information, call Lombard Mennonite Peace Center at 630-627-0507 or visit https://
www.lmpeacecenter.org/workshops/cts/.
Discount coupons are available for congregations who send 4 or more individuals.

NATIONAL OLDER ADULT CONFERENCE
Bible studies and worship at this year’s National Older Adult Conference are being live-streamed. To see the
schedule and necessary links, visit http://www.brethren.org/news/2017/events-at-inspiration-2017-to-bestreamed.html.
The Congregational Life Office suggests that those attending NOAC be commissioned by their
congregations on Sunday, Sept. 3, when the Church of the Brethren bulletin will feature a photo and essay
drawing attention to NOAC.

Has your
congregation
made plans
for
September
21, Peace
Day 2017?
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THE STORY OF A DISASTER-RESPONSE TEAM
Cliff Kindy shares the story of a team coming together
It was in the news. An F-3 tornado had hit the community of Ottawa, Illinois, in early February 2017. Would
that storm front move on into Indiana? Would we need to mobilize response crews from the district?
It was after the debris had settled that BDM assigned the Disaster Response Support Initiative (DRSI) team to
get the long-term recovery group in Ottawa up to speed. Later I heard bits on the BDM news that there would be
openings for area districts to work on some projects there.
I kept mentioning that work possibility in sharing time during worship at church, but just as with my schedule in
the summer, folks were busy. I called and talked with Tim Schaeffer in July feeling I might be able to get it all together,
but only had one potential volunteer who would not be free until August.
That was a starting place! Arlene and I figured out how we could free Cliff up, but it would have to be short
because that was the week of a double Fun Fest Market. Kim Slater said he would go and facilitate the roofing task.
Doug Campbell thought it sounded like fun and he cleared it with Alice. Curt Rowland got clear of his rope courses
work at a local camp and we set the dates for August 6-9. Loren Habeggar planned to join us with maybe one other
volunteer from the ILL/WIS District. But we needed a cook or we’d have to fast. Others were not enamored with that
prospect...
The task was, as I understood it, a home that was a 5/12 pitch roof with some Hardy Board siding to put on.
Another house was 8/12 pitch roof. Both needed all new shingles, probably some sheeting replaced and hopefully not too
much structural repair. Three days? Loren at age 73 thought we were mostly doing siding. Kim had kind of promised
himself not to do roofs again. And we were all well into our sixties...
In the last days before departure Sally Rich agreed to cook for us. When the larger group of youth who came
from the Presbyterian disaster program decided they would not join us for meals, Sally said, “Easy enough!” The youth
came Wednesday afternoon and with help from several of our crew cleaned up the shingles piled around the house.
What I had understood as two separate houses was one dwelling with two separate roofs. We started on the
shallowly pitched roof. When we had the shingles off one side and could see sheeting needing replaced, Kim said,
“Maybe we will be lucky to just get this roof done in three days.” We had one of the best Mondays I have experienced in
BDM. Only the dumpster did not get delivered. But the shingles were well up the second face when we ended the day.
We made plans for scaffolding and roof jacks on the steep roof. Maybe we could get one side torn off and made
weather-tight. One hundred years had allowed the build-up of four layers of shingles and rolled roofing, all well-nailed.
Loren lit up the daylight sky when he slipped under the service entry but it was just wires touching together some
distance from his back. The dumpster came early Wednesday morning and we were able to use it for a scaffolding
platform since the other scaffolding was in use as the shinglers were completing the opposite side.
We did not complete the job Wednesday even with early starts and longer days, but we were only about an hour
from completing the shingles. Kim, Loren and Doug offered to stay into the next morning. They finished the shingles,
installed the roof vents and nailed down ridge caps.
Tricia is one happy home owner!

CHILDREN’S DISASTER SERVICES ANNOUNCES FALL TRAINING
Children's Disaster Services (CDS) and its trained and certified volunteers provide care for children and families
following disasters. The 27-hour overnight workshops provide required training for volunteers who wish to serve in the
program.
Anyone 18 or over is welcome to attend this 2-day training (27 hours) and become a certified CDS caregiver.
References and background checks are also required for certification. Once caregivers complete certification, all
expenses are paid for disaster responses.
The training is an overnight experience, simulating a shelter situation, and includes an overview of our work,
understanding phases of disaster and how we fit in, working with disaster partners, children and family needs following
disaster, supporting resilience in children, setting up a children's center with a Kit of Comfort, ethical guidelines, and the
certification process.
A workshop is being held in our region: Northville, Michigan. Ward Evangelical Presbyterian Church,
November 10-11, 2017. The website link for registrations is www.brethren.org/cds/training/dates.html.
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Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Tina Rieman, Brethren Leadership Institute Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday & Tuesday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
most Wednesdays

8 am - 12 noon

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester IN 46962

