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There is a family reunion I attend every Labor Day weekend. Some years ago when our
children were too young to sit thru the business portion of the gathering I wondered about the
value of such gatherings. One item of business went something like this:
Year one: We received a report that the tombstone of one significant ancestor was placed in
such a way that those driving into the cemetery would never be able to read the writing on the
stone. A committee was appointed to access the situation.
Year two: We received a report from said committee explaining that the situation did indeed
exist and that there were two distinct possibilities for transforming the situation -- carve the
same information into the back side of the stone for a considerable amount of money, or, for a
lesser considerable amount of money lift the stone, turn it around and reposition the stone so
the information could be viewed from the lane. They were dispatched to reposition the stone.
Year three: We received the report from the committee that for a considerable amount of
money and time and energy the stone had been turned around and put in place in such a way
that those traveling the cemetery lane would be able to view the information on the stone from
the comfort of their cars.
Year four made it worthwhile: During sharing time we learned that many family members had
driven through the cemetery and how nice it was to find the stone so easily and to spend a little
time remembering and valuing family.
Family is IMPORTANT! And as a district of 45 congregations sometimes we emphasize the
work of being a church family: the struggles and worries and divisions and limitations.
District Conference is an opportunity to remember the joy, power, encouragement, and value
of being a district family together. We need each other. We are the church together. Come join
the gathering at district conference as we work and worship together. You are family and
valued!
--Beth

2016 DISTRICT CONFERENCE
7:30 am

Registration
Continental Breakfast (prepared by Pipe Creek)
8:30-8:45 am Singing/Gathering Music

Vestibule
Fellowship Hall
Fellowship Hall

8:45-9:15am Worship
Worship Leader: Kristen Roop
Preacher: Moderator Paul Schrock

Fellowship Hall

9:15-11:30am Business:
Consecration of Delegates
Introductions/Rules
Acceptance of the 2015 Minutes and 2016 Agenda
Table Talk: Discovering Common Ground (10 minutes)
Camp Mack Report
Timbercrest Report
District Board Report
District Executive Minister’s Report
Recognition of New Pastors/Anniversaries
Standing Committee Report
Presentation of Slate and Appointments
Approval of Slate and Appointments
Table Talk: Discovering Common Ground (15 minutes)
11:40-12:25 First Lunch and Insight Sessions
12:35-1:20
Second Lunch and Insight Sessions
1:30-2:10pm Congregational Reports and Pie Auction
2:15pm
Business:
Common Ground Summary
Financial Reports
Recommendation of the 2017 Budget
Brethren Agencies Report
Bethany Theological Seminary
Brethren Benefit Trust
Church of the Brethren, Inc (Bill Kostlevy)
On Earth Peace
Ministry Interview Committee Report
Historical Committee
Disaster Response Report
Manchester University Report
Ministry Excellence Project Report
3:30pm
Blessing of Church World Service Clean-Up Buckets
3:40 pm
Passing Gavel and Prayer of Blessing for New Officers
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Gene Hollenberg and Sue Freel
David Lawrenz
Wayne Grumbling, Board Chair
Beth Sollenberger
Kurt Borgmann
Ed Johnson

Fellowship Hall
Fellowship Hall
DeEtta Balser, Treasurer
Wayne Grumbling
Mark Lancaster
Loyce Borgmann
Peter Michael
No Report
Cliff Kindy
Ruth Ritchey Moore
Beth Sollenberger

PRE-CONFERENCE EVENTS
Friday, September 16
12:30 pm

Registration and snacks

1:00 pm

“Biblical Story-Telling: By Heart - From the Heart” with Robert Alley, Retired Pastor
and 2011 Annual Conference Moderator (CEUs available )
Gathering and appetizers
Dinner for pastors, spouses, families and anyone who wants to come!
“Humor with Tara” with Tara Hornbacker, Bethany Seminary Professor of Ministry
Formation, Missional Leadership, and Evangelism

5:30 pm
6:00 pm
7:30 pm

IMPORTANT CONFERENCE INFORMATION
Directions: The Mexico Church is located at 4460 N Mexico Rd, Mexico, Ind. 46958. From
the west, on US 31, go 4.3 miles north of US 24. Turn right on CR 450N. Go .6 mile, turn
right on N. Mexico Rd. The church will be on the right. From the east, traveling on US 24,
turn right N. Mexico Rd. (there is a traffic light at this intersection). Go 4.8 miles; the church
will be on your left.
Housing: Members of the Mexico Church are offering housing Friday night. If you are
interested in staying in someone’s home, please contact Lorie Bowman at
ministry@mexicocob.org. She can be reached by phone Monday and Friday mornings at 765985-2484.
There are two motels in Peru, about eight miles from the church. You can find them on the
Internet, or call the District Office for more information.
Child care: If you need child care on Saturday, please contact the District Office immediately.
Pies: Please label the pies for the auction with the flavor, your church’s name, and the name of
the person who made it. They can be brought to the church Saturday morning

INVITATION TO CHURCH TREASURERS
One of the Insight Sessions offered at District Conference is Finding the Balance Sheet,
sponsored by BBT. Church budgets are a necessary tool for congregations. As a church
treasurer, how can you help build and track your church budget to make sure good
accounting practices are being implemented and followed? Learn how to stay on top of
your budget - and explain it effectively to your congregation - at this session with Jan
Fahs.
Church treasurers are invited to attend this workshop and have lunch for $10. Please preregister with the district office at scindcob@gmail.com.
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BRETHREN LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
The next BLI course is Worship (BLI Handbook, p. 12 #8) and will be taught by Laura Stone. The
dates are October 8 and 22 and November 5; the location is the Marion Church of the Brethren. Preregistration is helpful, but not necessary, and may be done by calling or emailing the district office.
To learn more about the Brethren Leadership Institute, read the BLI Student Handbook, which is
linked on the Links page of the district website, under Pastor & Congregation Resources.

Bring your stamps to district conference! If at all possible,
have them trimmed, leaving just 1/8-inch paper around the
clean, undamaged stamp. Proceeds from their sale support
Companeros en Ministerio.

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT
item

July 2016

July 2015

cong. self-allocation

$9472

$1843

other income

$2812

$283

restricted income

$1590

$580

$13,874

$2706

district expense
restricted expense

$8225
$0

$5888
$0

TOTAL EXPENSE

$8225

$5888

NET

$5649

($3182)

TOTAL INCOME

District Fund Balance

Has your congregation made plans for
September 21, Peace Day 2016?

$43,730

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR
SEPTEMBER
September 4 - Please pray with us for the Pike Creek COB.
September 11 - Please pray with us for the Pipe Creek COB.
September 18 - Please pray with us for the Pleasant Dale COB.
September 25 - Please pray with us for the Portland COB.
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Prayer requests are listed
on the South/Central
Indiana District Facebook
page each week.

Your Opportunities
Brethren Disaster Ministries (BDM) is a storehouse of opportunities for you and your congregation! Check out
the variety of tasks and places on which you could be spending your good time.
The South/Central District has four times this next year, 2017, when we are scheduled for providing volunteers
for long term BDM rebuilding projects. January 22-28 and November 12-18 we are doing jointly with the
Illinois/Wisconsin District. February 19-25 and December 3-9 we are on our own to provide fifteen volunteers.
The November and December dates will be in South Carolina but the earlier two dates are still without
location. It will be decided soon. Would you like to sign up as a congregation for a work retreat or do you have
just a few individuals ready to go, and we can build a larger team from the district? Open your dates for these
opportunities!
In addition there are two blitz builds happening soon. One is in South Carolina, October 16-22, especially on
roofs,, and the other is in St Louis, Missouri, August 28 through September 3 in response to the Christmas
flooding last year. Do you have small crews willing to join this effort for a few days? This is an opportunity
for you to use skills you already have or learn skills you wish you had as you work with well-trained people.
Children’s Disaster Services (CDS) is very much on call this year in response to storm crises. Are you a person
who is able to provide love and listening care to young children who have been traumatized by disaster? CDS
is looking for a few good volunteers who are willing to be trained (one training is in Kalamazoo, Mich.,
September 30 through October 2) and then would be willing to open their lives to this type of opportunity. Are
you one of those persons?
This fall an ongoing BDM project has openings for you in Detroit, Michigan. Our district has already sent two
small groups into that fresh opportunity. Even if you only have two days open the BDM leadership is ready to
provide a place for your caring ministry. Volunteers are repairing basements from the flood of 2014 so
carpentry and cooking skills are needed to support that work.
Call me at 260-982-2071 or email <kindy@cpt.org> in response to this letter if you have questions or are
ready to sign up for one of these opportunities!
Blessings of peace to you!
Cliff Kindy, S/C Indiana Church of the Brethren District Disaster Coordinator
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Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

Office Hours
Monday & Tuesday

8 am - 12 noon

and by appointment

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday; 1st & 3rd Wednesdays
8 am - 12 noon

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill St
North Manchester IN 46962

