South/Central Indiana District
NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2014

Recently my mother turned to me and said, “Isn’t our world a mess?” She was
referring to Israel, Palestine, Iraq, Russia, Ukraine, Africa, Syria, Nigeria ….
Not so long ago a person in our district, commenting on the response to our
invitation to have a district-wide pulpit exchange about stewardship, asked, “Has anyone
received any positive comments about our endeavor???”
We live in a season when it is easy to be against. Cultures clash, someone asks us
to be supportive and we immediately speak our opposition. Conflict escalates and we are
left wondering if anyone can get along with anyone anywhere anymore.
It seems easier to raise a weapon than to negotiate differences. It seems easier to
voice our ire when we don’t agree than to discover our common cause. It is tough to find
value in the struggle to work together. It is tough to speak and live in ways that build up
the body of Christ. It is my hope and prayer that we can be united in our prayers for
peace.
We have been invited by Annual Conference to pray for the situation in Nigeria.
We have been invited by the South/Central Indiana District Board to pray for the
situation in Nigeria. I hope you are taking that request seriously and finding a moment
or an hour, a day or a week to pray for all those involved in the tragic events taking
place there: girls kidnapped, leaders and lay people killed, property destroyed and
ongoing conflict that threatens hope.
As I pray for the struggles around our world, I also pray for the life of our district. I
pray that we might find ways to support one another across our district and I pray that
our faith might lead others to Christ. I pray that our life together might celebrate God’s
power in our midst.
Will you join me in prayer?

-Beth

“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” - James 5:16b
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—DISTRICT CONFERENCE REMINDERS—










Pre-conference sessions on Friday, Sept. 12. Pre-registration is not required;
just show up at 12:30 to sign in, pay, and get snacks before session begins at 1
p.m. with Jeff Hawkins.
Friday dinner at 6 p.m. for all pastors, credentialed ministers, district leaders,
Friday attendees and their families.
Friday 7 p.m. Bethany President Jeff Carter speaks
Be there Saturday, Sept. 13, for breakfast at 8 a.m. Worship begins at 9.
Bring your emergency clean-up buckets for dedication.
Bring your pies for auctioning and your pocketbooks for purchasing.
Bring canceled stamps, sale of which benefits Compañeros en Ministerio
(www.companerospartners.org).
District Conference booklet and schedule are available at www.scindcob.org/
mission.

Come prepared to join brothers and sisters of the South/Central Indiana
District of the Church of the Brethren in worship of our God and to
experience the release of God’s grace!
HOUSING OPTIONS
—There is a possibility of hospitality from church families; watch website for details.—
Clock Tower Inn

Comfort Inn

1335 US 27, Berne

1782 N Main Street, Bluffton

260-589-8955

260-824-4455

berneclocktowerinn.com

comfortinn.com

(11.7 miles from church)

(13.5 miles from church)

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR

District Pastoral Updates:
Burnettsville: searching
Eel River Community: searching
Pastoral
Lower DeerUpdates
Creek: Guy Studebaker has
resigned; searching

SEPTEMBER

September 7 - Please pray with us for our district
conference.
September 14 - Please pray with us for Four Mile COB.

COMING?
MEP IS HERE!

September 21 - Please pray with us for Union Grove
COB.
September 28 - Please pray with us for Eel River
Community COB.

REPORT FROM INDIANA CAMP BOARD
August 2014
Camp Alexander Mack has had a wonderful summer as a sanctuary where people connect with God!
The summer program has gone very well, and the camping ministry for our Indiana districts of the Church of
the Brethren continues to impact lives through faith formation, experiencing creation, and building
community. Many thanks to the staff and volunteers who have made this happen.
At the end of May there was a change in administrative staff. Executive Director Rex Miller retired.
We hope a retirement celebration and recognition of his achievements can happen soon. Galen Jay is serving
as the Interim Executive Director.
The Board is working hard on moving forward and dealing with issues. We plan to name a Search
Committee for a new Executive Director at our next Camp Board meeting in September. The Management
Team is working to balance the budget.
We reported earlier that there had been a misallocation of Growing From The Ashes (GFTA) funds.
This means we have been led to believe funds that were solicited and designated for a given purpose were
instead used for operational expenses and capital improvements. We want to be clear, there is no reason to
believe that any theft was involved. We believe all expenditures of funds were used for the benefit of Camp
Mack. We are, however, committed to seeing that all solicited funds received are used for their intended
purpose, including all previous GFTA donations.
We have hired an accounting firm to track all donations received and expenses made specifically related
to the GFTA campaign through the end of May 2014. We anticipate getting their summary by our next board
meeting.
The intent of the board is that a Becker Retreat Center will be built. The current plans may need to be
revised, but all Growing From The Ashes funds will be used for a new Becker and payment for the completion
of the John Kline Welcome Center as promised in the GFTA campaign.
The GFTA campaign is on-going. Building will not begin until we receive more information from the
accounting firm as to what has happened, until we design additional safeguards, and until we receive sufficient
funds for construction.
The Indiana Camp Board is committed to the mission and ministries of Camp Alexander Mack. We
seek your support through prayer for the staff and many volunteers. We request your support through
additional gifts to both operational and GFTA funds. May God be honored, and may you be blessed as we
work together to strengthen our camp on Lake Waubee!
Members of the Indiana Camp Board:
Amy Eberly Baumann; Dennis Beckner, Secretary; Barry Bucher; Sue Freel; Richard Hollinger, Treasurer;
Ryan McBride, Vice Chair; Christine Phelps; Carole Seward; Beth Sollenberger; Kurt Vardaman; Carol
Spicher Waggy

Friends in the S/C Indiana District,
Our District is scheduled for one more disaster assignment this year. November 2-8 we are to be in Tom's
River, New Jersey, probably working with the long-term team there to build new rental housing units for those
renters displaced by Hurricane Sandy. The Eel River Community Church of the Brethren is slated to fill that
assignment but I would be glad to have folks on a list if openings develop. Let me know if you are available.
The New Windsor BDM office is accepting requests for disaster assignments, with unspecified locations
presently, through the year 2015. They are assuming two project locations; every week of the year at this time
has at least one opening — most have two. BDM is a wonderful work camp experience for a congregation.
Check about dates through me and prepare for some very good work!
Children's Disaster Services is holding a training for volunteers in North Manchester September 19-20.
Bulletin inserts are available through the District Office, as well as the poster on page 9 of this newsletter.
Thank you very much for your interest in and support of the Brethren Disaster Ministries Program!
Blessings of peace to you!
Cliff Kindy, S/C Indiana District representative

MEP: We’re in it
together to care
for each other.

MARK YOU CALENDARS
Two big events in October:
—October 4—Camp Mack Festival
—October 12—5K Run/Walk for the Growing From The Ashes campaign
Find more details at www.campmack.org.

Sunday, September 21 is the International Day of Prayer for Peace, and On Earth Peace invites all
Church of the Brethren congregations to participate by including prayers for peace in their Sunday services
that day.
"Every congregation of any size has the capacity to participate in Peace Day at some level, asking God
for a vision of peace. We hope these resources will provide some helpful options for worship planners," shares
On Earth Peace staff person Matt Guynn.
Facing all the violence in the headlines and in human hearts, what if on September 21 your congregation
began or refreshed its commitment to challenge violence and build peace?
The suggested 2014 theme for Peace Day is "Visions & Dreams of Building Peace," drawn from Joel
2:28 and Acts 2:17.
To support your September 21 worship services, we have gathered these Worship and Activity
Resources, available on our Peace Day Website:
1. Visions & Dreams responsive prayer
2. Guided Prayer for Peace
3. Visions & Dreams of Building Peace Coloring Page
4. Invite the congregation to share during or after the service using these conversation-starter bulletin inserts:


Visions & Dreams of Building Peace



The Difference Between Dialogue and Debate



Building the Beloved Community



Becoming a Living Peace Church

5. Kids as Peacemakers Mural Kit
6. Peace Pole Dedication to be adapted for your own setting.
7. Share a picture book for peace with your littlest (or little-at-heart)
peacemakers.
8. A Prayer for Planet Earth by Helen Weaver
9. Sing a Song for Peace
10. Gain inspiration from 2013 Peace Day events held around the world!
More resources can be found on our website.
Click here to Register your event or worship. Your registration helps us tell the whole story of all Peace
Day prayers happening around the denomination and around the world. When you register, you can also sign
up for a free peacebuilding consultation with a member of the On Earth Peace staff, focused on your own
dreams and ministry in challenging violence and building peace.
Be sure to follow our Facebook and Twitter feeds for additional resources. We are excited to engage in
such meaningful and world-changing work. Let us know how we can help you build peace this September 21 and beyond!
**All underlined phrases are links which can be followed by clicking.**

Peacefully, Simply, Together.
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

South/Central Indiana District Office
Church of the Brethren

Office Hours
Mon - Thurs 9am - 12noon

Phone
260-982-8805

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

District Conference
September 13, 2014
Pleasant Dale Church of the Brethren
Kay Gaier, Moderator

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill St
North Manchester IN 46962

