
   

October 2022 South/Central Indiana District 
Church of the Brethren 

From the District Board: 

The South Central Indiana Church of the Brethren District Board is excited to 

share that Marie Willoughby has been hired as a part-time District Executive Min-

ister.  She is replacing the vacancy left by Kay Gaier as Kay's interim work with the 

district ends October 15, 2022.  Marie will work along side Anna Lisa Gross who is 

continuing her service as a part-time DEM for the district.  Thank you Kay for your 

attentive thoughtful work!  Please reach out to Marie or Anna Lisa by contacting 

the District office.  The District Search Committee continues to work diligently to 

find a permanent full-time DEM.   

 

From the DEM: 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven, we read in Ecclesias-

tes. As we wake up to frosty mornings and add blankets in the evening, we remember the beautiful 

promises of scripture. 

As summer fades to a chilly autumn, we’re also mindful that 

many are grieving: deaths of loved ones, ongoing illness and 

pain, devastating storms and life circumstances. Isaiah 40:8 is 

another promise for this season: The grass withers and the 

flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever. 

In the District Office, we’re experiencing change, as well. 

We’ve celebrated Kay Gaier’s gifts: warmth, humility, and pas-

sion for God’s church. Kay has gone above and beyond to serve 

pastors and collaborate with leaders throughout the District 

since she began as co-interim District Executive Minister on 

January 15. We will miss Kay heartily, and congratulate her on re-retiring! 

We’re delighted to welcome Marie Willoughby to the co-interim District Executive team. Marie 

served on a District Executive team in Michigan before she moved to Timbercrest Retirement Com-

munity. Marie has already been serving with the Brethren Leadership Institute Task Team. Her 

work with the District will focus on working with several district committees and making connec-

tions with pastors and congregations. Marie plans to visit one congregation a month to connect with 

congregations and pastors. The District Board will join in visiting for worship, with the goal of every 

congregation getting a visit in 2022.  

Anna Lisa Gross continues to work with pastoral placement and other congregational transitions, 

the Council of District Executives, and representing S/C IN District in other capacities. 

(cont. on next page) 
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Sarah O’Hara continues to patiently, faithfully and courageously serve 

as the foundation of our District Office. You can find Sarah in the office 

(at Wabash CoB) on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings. 

         

Finally, October’s blue skies, red leaves, and brisk wind might remind 

you…it’s Pastor Appreciation Month! Turn the page to find out how you 

can support, celebrate and thank 

your pastor with $300! 

Another way to appreciate your pas-

tor is to learn how to use the new calculator and compensation 

approach developed by Pastoral Compensation and Benefits Ad-

visory Committee and adopted by Annual Conference. See page 4 

for an upcoming training - contact Anna Lisa Gross and/or Pas-

tor Erin Huiras for support, as well. 

In the name of the One who accompanies us through all seasons - 

Anna Lisa Gross 

Marie Willoughby and Phil Troxell share about the Brethren Leadership Institute.  

Rachel Gross offers an insight session about Jesus' call 
to visit those in prison. Insight sessions were highly ap-

preciated on District Conference evaluations.  

Dave Thornburg of North-
view CoB (Indianapolis) cre-
ated these "drum people" for 
Annual Conference worship 
services, symbolizing that 
God delights in the diversity 
of people who gather for 
worship. Now the drum peo-
ple are touring the state! 
Contact Anna Lisa Gross or 
Cliff Kindy to schedule the 
drum people for your con-

gregation.  
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District News Items 

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT  
as of August 31, 2022 

   

  August YTD 

Income   

Congregations’ 
Self-Allocation 

$6,547.93 $53,564.57 

Restricted  
Income 

$1,300.00 $2,520.00 

Other Income -$36,739.07 $1,160.481.76 

Total Income -$28,891.14 $1,216,566.33 

   

Expenses   

District  
Expenses 

$4,202.98 $223,297.53 

Restricted  
Expenses 

$331.80 $1,473.35 

Total Expenses $4,534.78 $224,770.88 

    

Net -$33,425.92 $991,795.45 

District Fund Balance $1,168,136.66 

October District Prayer Calendar  
 

Oct. 2 - Join us as we lift up Roann CoB and 

the Northern Ohio District. 

Oct. 9 - Join us as we lift up Rossville CoB and 

the Southern Ohio District. 

Oct. 16 - Join us as we lift up Salamonie CoB 

and the Pacific Northwest District. 

Oct. 23 - Join us as we lift up Turnpointe 

Community CoB and the Pacific Southwest 

District. 

Oct. 30 - Join us as we lift up Timbercrest 

Senior Living Community. 

 BETHEL CENTER—                 

is currently seeking a part-

time pastor to focus on 

preaching and worship.  

EEL RIVER COMMUNITY— is 

currently seeking a part-

time pastor to serve in a team ministry setting.  

PASTOR APPRECIATION GRANTS  

THROUGH THE MINISTRY EXCELLENCE PROJECT 
 

The Ministry Excellence Project offers Pastor 
Appreciation Grants to all the churches in the 
South/Central and Northern Indiana Districts.  

To recognize pastors during pastor 
appreciation month (October), the project 
offers a matching grant of up to $150 for each 
pastor. Thus if the sponsoring church sends in 
a $150 donation to the project; the project will 
send back a $300 pastor appreciation grant for 
that church’s pastor.  

Applications for the grant were sent to church 
board chairs on September 2. If your church 
would like to participate in this grant and still 
needs an application, please contact the S/C IN 
District Office as soon as possible. 

DISTRICT OFFICE MAILING ADDRESS REMINDER: 
 

When sending things to the District Office by 
USPS mail, please use the following: 

 
South/Central Indiana District Office 

Church of the Brethren 
PO Box 32 

North Manchester, IN 46962 
 

We are almost a year out from our office move 
and the post office no longer forwards to a new 
address 12 months after a change of address.  

So if mail gets sent to our old address, we 
won’t receive it. 

Thank you for your attention to this!!! 
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We extend our sympathy to the family of Bill Bowman who 
passed away on September 29. Bill was a District Board 
member,  and had served in the District, through Brethren 
Way of Christ, and in many other ways, supported many 
siblings in Christ for decades. He was a member at White 
Branch CoB.  

 
We extend our sympathy to the family of Maddy Minehart who passed away on September 27. 
Maddy was a member of Manchester CoB, as well as a Manchester University grad, Brethren 
Volunteer Service alum, and Bethany Seminary student who was just beginning her journey 
towards licensed ministry in our district.  
 
We extend our sympathy to the family of Carol Whybrew, who passed away September 7. Carol 
was a recent past of member of the district program & arrangements committee and a member at 
Pipe Creek CoB. 

2023 Pastoral Compensation Information 

 

All information and documents pertaining to 2023 updates for Pastoral Compensation can be found 
at: 

 https://www.brethren.org/ministryoffice/compensation/ 

_____________________________________ 

Introductory Pastoral Compensation Workshops 

Members of the Pastoral Compensation and Benefits Advisory Committee are offering workshops to 
introduce the new pastoral compensation tools recently approved by the Annual Conference, upcom-
ing dates include: 

 

Saturday, October 22 from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. (Eastern time) 

   

The workshop is open to all and will be particularly helpful to church board chairs, pastors, and 
treasurers.  Register to attend and receive a Zoom link by completing the Google form: https://
forms.gle/9hLDdACeMK8jurya7 
 

If this date does not work with your schedule, you can check out a recorded introduction at: https://
youtu.be/y_ZhIKWqAc4 
 

If you have questions, contact officeofministry@brethren.org  Members of the committee include 
Deb Oskin, chair, Bob McMinn, Art Fourman, Angela Finet, and Andy Hamilton, representative of 
the Council of District Executives. 

https://www.brethren.org/ministryoffice/compensation/
https://forms.gle/9hLDdACeMK8jurya7
https://forms.gle/9hLDdACeMK8jurya7
https://youtu.be/y_ZhIKWqAc4
https://youtu.be/y_ZhIKWqAc4
mailto:officeofministry@brethren.org
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BRETHREN LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE  
UPCOMING COURSE 

 

INTRODUCTION TO PASTORAL CARE 
Dates: October 15, 29, and November 12, 2022 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Location: Manchester CoB, 1306 Beckley St., N. Manchester, IN 46962 

 

Instructor: Tim Waits 
 

To register for a BLI course or for questions, contact the District Office (260) 274-0396, 
scindcob@gmail.com. 

 
Classes are open to all:  You may be exploring ministry, answering a call to ministry, and/or 

seeking further education. CEUs are available.  
 
 

Course fees: $75—BLI program student, $50 - CEUs, $40 - Audit, no credit 
 

For more information on the Brethren Leadership Institute (BLI) and fees,  
visit http://www.scindcob.org/BLI.html. 

NOMINATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS APPROVED AT 2022 DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

• Moderator-Elect—Bruce Dunk (Lower Deer Creek) 

• District Board: Samantha Griffin (Marion)  - Central Section, Jenny Lantz (Pike Creek) - West 
Section, Wayne Grumbling (Christ Our Shepherd) - South Section  

• Auditing Committee: Mark Wilhelm (Northview), Katie Seward (Lafayette) 

• Camp Mack Board: Dick Fife ( Kokomo), Lori Crain (Lafayette) 

• Ethics Committee: Sarah Madden (Lower Deer Creek), Becky Hollenberg (Northview), Julie Gar-
ber (Manchester), David Cox (Kokomo) 

• Historical Committee: Barb Donnell (Anderson) 

• Indiana Youth Camp Council: Ayla Cashdollar, Ali Barkey, Kandence Fox 

• Ministry Credentialing Committee: Mel Zumbrun (Salamonie) 

• Nominating and Personnel: Chuck Bell (Manchester) - North, Sally Schrock (Northview) - 
South, Richard Reasoner (Bethel Center) - East 

• Program and Arrangements: Becky Felix (Northview) - South, Cindy Dunk (Lower Deer Creek) - 
West, Mike Fry (Union Grove) - East 

• Shalom Committee: Mia Miller (Manchester), Nykki Boersma (Northview), John Wenger 
(Anderson), Mark Cripe (Lafayette) 

http://www.scindcob.org/BLI.html
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Practice of Ministry Day 
 

PASTORAL CARE AT THE END OF LIFE  
 

Saturday, October 22, 2022, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 

Instructors:  

Denise Schwaberow 
 Chaplain, Heart to Heart Hospice 

 

Laura Stone 
 Chaplain, Timbercrest Retirement Community 

 
Location:  

Mexico Church of the Brethren 
4460 N Mexico Road, Mexico, IN 46958 

 
Fee: $50 includes lunch 

 

0.6 CEU’s available 
 

To register, contact: scindcob@gmail.com or (260) 274-0396 , by October 14 
 

Sponsored by the Brethren Leadership Institute 

CHILDREN’S DISASTER SERVICE (CDS) VOLUNTEER TRAINING 
 

OCTOBER 14-15, 2022 
 

EEL RIVER COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
2507 E STATE ROAD 14, SILVER LAKE, IN 46982 

 
“Participants in the 25-hour workshop learn to provide comfort and encouragement to children by 
offering the healing young children need in traumatic situations. They learn to create a safe, 
friendly environment that gives children the chance to engage in therapeutic play activities de-
signed to relieve stress and calm fears. 
 

This workshop includes a simulated shelter experience (an overnight stay) and will be provided to 
any group of 15 or more adults interested in working with children after a disaster. Participants 
completing the course will have the opportunity to become certified Children’s Disaster Services 
volunteers. 
 

Because children can experience personal disasters (when a friend moves away, a pet dies, etc.) 
people who come in contact with a distressed child can benefit from this workshop. Many of the 
concepts taught in the workshop are appropriate to use at those times as well as after disasters.” 

 
Cost: $55 per person (scholarships are available) 

 
To register online or print a paper form, go to: https://www.brethren.org/cds/training/dates/ 

 
Questions or for more information: Children’s Disaster Services, CDS@Brethren.org 

800-451-4407, option 4  

https://www.brethren.org/cds/training/dates/
mailto:CDS@Brethren.org
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South/Central Indiana District 
Church of the Brethren 

PO Box 32 
North Manchester, IN 46962 

 

 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

Peacefully, Simply, Together. 
 

South/Central Indiana District Office, Church of the Brethren 
260.274.0396 

 
Kay Gaier, Interim District Executive Minister 

scindkay@gmail.com 
 

Anna Lisa Gross, Interim District Executive Minister 
scindannalisa@gmail.com 

 
Sarah O’Hara, Administrative Assistant 

scindcob@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM 

 
District Website: www.scindcob.org 

 

Denominational website: www.brethren.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCentral-Indiana-District-205091192857321/ 

«FIRST» «LAST» 
«ADDRESS» 
«CITY»  «STATE»  «ZIP» 

mailto:scindkay@gmail.com
mailto:scindannalisa@gmail.com
mailto:scindcob@gmail.com
http://www.scindcob.org
http://www.brethren.org
https://www.facebook.com/SouthCentral-Indiana-District-205091192857321/

