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It is apple picking season across the street from our home. Which is a
sure sign that pumpkins are about ready to pick and autumn goodness
is on the horizon. Apple picking is one of those signals that life is a series of shifting seasons and the hot sweaty days of summer will be
followed by crisp fall days and the work of harvest. Eventually winter
will appear with holidays and family gatherings, followed by those
welcome sunny, almost warm days of spring. The one thing we can
count on is that there will be changes along the way.

Change is in the air around the district office these days. As the work
of sealing off the basement entrance and filling in the troubling outside
steps was concluding early this summer, one of the contractors mentioned that if we ever wanted to sell the building he knew someone
who would like to buy it. After discussion the district board made the
decision to put the property up for sale. And within hours we had an
offer which was accepted. Yesterday the sale became official and the
new owners will have occupancy October 15. We wish them well as
they contemplate how to make what has been a useful office space
into a cozy home on Mill Street. Along the way they will need to deal
with some damp basement issues and we are in the process of finding
a place more practical for our needs in terms of space and upkeep.
Change can be good, hard, and useful. It is also constant!
As congregations, we deal with change as well. People come and go,
curriculum shifts and new ideas are tried. Worship invites us to try a
new hymn or ponder a new thought. It can be demanding to keep up
and rewarding to figure out the opportunities and changes that come
our way. Thru the ups and downs, the shifts and changes, on ONE we
can depend; the love of God surrounds us, the saving grace of Christ is
certain and the presence of the Holy Spirit sustains us!
As seasons and whatever else in your life continues to shift and
change, you are in my prayers that God’s power and presence will
sustain you.
Blessings,

Beth

South/Central Indiana District Conference
Saturday, September 11, 2021, 9:00 AM
Online via Zoom
The Zoom meeting links will be sent out to:
all delegates, presenters, district board members, district committee members, the district
directory leadership list, church offices and pastors and those who have already requested
to join as non-delegates;
if you are not included in any of these lists and would like to join the Zoom as a non-delegate,
please e-mail scindcob@gmail.com to let us know you would like to join and we will add your
e-mail to the list.
As we begin to prepare for an online District Conference on Saturday, September 11, we thought it
might be helpful to provide you with some information and tips to make joining District Conference
via the Zoom platform as straightforward as possible.
If you have concerns about the technical aspects, please feel free to contact us well ahead of time
via phone (260) 982-8805 or e-mail scindcob@gmail.com and we will do our best to help you get
set up before the day of conference. If you do not have a device that will access the Zoom platform
and your church does not have a device either, please let us know.
_____________________________________
Zoom Platform Notes & Tips
1. Watch for e-mail from District Office (scindcob@gmail.com) for the link to join the Zoom meeting.
If you do not have an e-mail address, the link will be sent to all pastors and churches, and if you
are borrowing a device from someone else, please let us know their e-mail address and we will be
happy to send them the link.
2. If you have not used Zoom before, your computer, phone or tablet will need to download the app
before joining the meeting. This will automatically happen when you click on the meeting link or you
can download it ahead of time here: https://zoom.us/download#client_4meeting. If you choose to
download it as part of joining the meeting, please allow a few extra minutes before the meeting
start time for this to occur.
3. If you would like to do a test run of Zoom before District Conference, the Zoom resource site offers a test meeting at: www.zoom.us/test
4. When joining the meeting, it will ask you if you want to join with video and then if you want to join
with audio, usually you click yes to both of these, unless your device does not have camera or microphone capabilities. If you do not have a camera or microphone, you can still watch and listen,
but we will not be able to see or hear you; if you have these devices, you must allow video and audio when prompted for us to see and hear you.
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District News Items
September District Prayer Calendar

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT

as of July 31, 2021

September 5 — Please join us as we lift up
everyone involved with District Conference.
September 12 - Please join us as we lift up
Pleasant Dale COB and the Missouri and
Arkansas District.
September 19 - Please join us as we lift up
Portland COB and the Northern Plains District
September 26 - Please join us as we lift up
Pyrmont COB and the Northern Ohio District.
Pastor Appreciation Grants
through the Ministry Excellence Project
The Ministry Excellence Project offers Pastor
Appreciation Grants to all the churches in the
South/Central and Northern Indiana Districts.
To recognize pastors during pastor appreciation
month (October), the project offers a matching
grant of up to $150 for each pastor. Thus if the
sponsoring church sends in a $150 donation to
the project; the project will send back a $300
pastor appreciation grant for that church’s
pastor. Applications for the grant were sent to
church board chairs on August 26. If your
church would like to participate in this grant
and still needs an application, please contact the
S/C IN District Office as soon as possible.
Camp Mack Festival
Saturday, October 2, 9 am - 4 pm
Camp Mack, Milford, IN
“We offer food, fellowship, music, on-line auction,
hayrides, wack-a-wreck, children's activities, craft
and demonstration booths, and an inflatable obstacle course!
This is a major fundraiser event for our wonderful
Camp Mack. Donations are also being accepted for
the auction.”
Also:
Churches are needed to host food booths for the
Festival. If any church group would like to sell food
at a table, please contact Lori Crain
(Lorimcrain@gmail.com) or Todd Eastis at
(todd@campmack.org) or Sue Freel
(suefreel@kampco.com).

July

YTD

Income
Congregations’
Self-Allocation

$5,694.23

$46,326.59

$615.00

$2,640.00

Other Income

$4,908.44

$29,134.13

Total Income

$11,217.67

$78,100.72

$9,350.74

$56,125.64

$201.97

$1,731.88

Total Expenses

$9,552.71

$57,857.52

Net

$1,664.96

$20,243.20

Restricted
Income

Expenses
District Expenses
Restricted
Expenses

District Fund Balance

$129,670.77

ITEMS AVAILABLE:
We are cleaning out shelves at the District
Office and have the following items available
for any congregation that could make use of
them:
•
•
•
•
•

Old Blue Hymnals (©1925)
Red Hymnals (©1951)
New Blue Hymnals (©1992)
Silver-Tone Communion Set
Reams of 8.5 x 14” white paper

If your congregation could use any of these
items, call or e-mail the district office and we
will work with you to arrange a time to pick
them up.
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SURVEY OF CONGREGATIONAL WORSHIP
HABITS DURING THE PANDEMIC
“On behalf of the Yearbook Office of the Church
of the Brethren, I invite you to help us spread
the word about the brief online survey related
to congregational worship habits during the
pandemic. Pastors and worship leaders are the

primary audience for completing the survey.

Survey results will guide denominational staff
as we improve Yearbook forms and the ways in
which we collect and count worship attendance. We also hope to better understand how
our congregations have responded to the pandemic.
The deadline is September 10. We encourage
all congregations to complete the survey, even
if they haven’t offered any online worship options. The link to the survey is below.”
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/COVID-19worship-habits

UPCOMING BRETHREN ACADEMY COURSE
THE SHAPE OF MINISTRY IN A HIGH-TECH WORLD

a Zoom Intensive Course

October 13, 22-24 and November 3, 2021
Instructor: Dan Poole
TRIM credit, EFSM unit, and CEU’s available

“This seminar-style course will explore the relationship of ministry to technology and investigate the practical tools that exist to enhance
ministry. The class participants will examine
the responsible engagement of these digital
tools in the work of serving God’s people as
ministers of the Gospel”
The deadline to register for this course is
September 17, 2021.
Questions about registering for a course may
be directed to Academy Director, Janet Ober
Lambert at oberlja@bethanyseminary.edu or
765-983-1820.

NATIONAL OLDER ADULT CONFERENCE (NOAC)
SEPTEMBER 6-10, 2021 - ONLINE/VIRTUAL ONLY

$100 per person, $150 for couples

NOAC is a Spirit-filled gathering of adults 50
and older who love learning and discerning
together, exploring God’s call for their lives
and living out that call by sharing their energy,
insight, and legacy with their families, communities, and the world.
To register, go to: https://
churchofthebrethren.regfox.com/noac2021

Conference information: https://
www.brethren.org/discipleshipmin/noac/
BRETHREN DISASTER MINISTRIES UPDATE
Friends,
Our district is on for 6 volunteers November
28-Dec 4 in the Coastal North Carolina project. No, not Dayton where tornadoes hit hard,
even though I had given that location earlier.
Dayton will be closed so North Carolina is the
place for us! Building volunteers and a cook's
helper are needed. Covid protocols are in
place and have kept volunteers, partners,
home owners and long term volunteers
healthy for about a year so you can go with
confidence! Call me at 260-982-2971 or respond to this email as you decide to go and
take folks with you.
Remember the derecho, straight-line wind,
that wreaked havoc in Nebraska and Iowa
over a year ago? October 3-9 and October 1016 are the two weeks that BDM is inviting volunteers for repairs/rebuilding in Nebraska.
Call New Windsor, 1-800-451-4407, or me if
you want to connect on this good work.
Thank you for considering these ways to plug
into the work of the church responding to disasters!
Blessings of peace to you!
Cliff Kindy
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Saturday

South/Central Indiana District September 2021

Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office, Church of the Brethren
260.982.8805; 260.982.7181 (fax)
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Sarah O’Hara, Administrative Assistant
scindcob@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
District Website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCentral-Indiana-District-205091192857321/

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester, IN 46962

YOUR LOGO HERE
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