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Sisters and brothers,
The last almost 11 years have been a very rewarding chapter of my life. I have appreciated the opportunity to serve as the district executive for the South Central Indiana District of the Church of
the Brethren. The people and the congregations of this district hold a special place in my life and I
am grateful for the ways our paths have crossed.
However, as time moves on and I face the reality that Tim has been thoroughly enjoying his retirement, and I have another birthday in October, it is time to conclude my work in the district. I can
say with conviction, I have been blessed to serve with you in the work of the district. I also wish
you all well as you navigate the next chapter of district life. I plan to conclude my work as district
executive minister December 31, 2021.
Glen has the paper copy of my letter, and has added to this email an outline of next steps for the
district as you move forward.
Blessings,

Beth Sollenberger
----------------------

From Glen Miller, district board chair:
With the decision of Beth to retire, the South Central Indiana Board will have the responsibility to
secure a replacement District Executive. Nancy Sollenberger Heishman, the denomination's Office
of Ministry Director, will provide denominational leadership in assisting the SCIN District Board to
secure a replacement District Executive. Typically, an Interim District Executive will be selected to
serve until a District Executive is in place. The SCIN District Board will have a Zoom meeting with
Nancy for her to explain the selection and implementation process for both the interim and permanent positions.
We thank Beth for her service to the South Central Indiana District and to the denomination. May
the Lord give her healthy and joyful retirement years and guide her as she pursues retirement
service opportunities.
Blessings,
Glen

CEU OPPORTUNITIES!
When we could not meet together for district conference we also missed the Friday
time for workshops, fellowship and pie. Here are two chances to “catch up.” No pie
involved and they will happen via zoom but you can participate by registering with
the district office. Each will provide 0.3 CEUs. And the cost to participate (which includes the CEUs) is $25.00 per workshop.
October 19 - Ted Swartz, of Ted and Company, will offer a 3-hour workshop via Zoom.
It is an interactive workshop designed to help you mine your own creative spirit to
engage with sacred texts and story. With a healthy dose of humor, Ted will share his
unique method of creating sketches for worship, structuring inventive reading, and
simply reading scripture more imaginatively. “Pastors and others responsible for
worship leadership are encouraged to participate. This will provide 0.3 CEUs for
pastors.
October 26 (1-4 pm) - Dawn Ottoni-Wilhelm, who teaches practical theology
(preaching and worship) and spirituality on the faculty of Bethany Theological Seminary will offer a 3-hour workshop via Zoom on Preaching and Spiritual Care. This
will be a time to consider how you may develop and incorporate spiritual care into
your sermon preparation and preaching. This will provide 0.3 CEUs for pastors.

Call the district office to register (260-982-8805) and mail your registration fee to
604 N. Mill Street, North Manchester, IN 46962
Clergy Tax Seminar—January 29, 2022
The annual Clergy Tax Seminar will consist of two sessions:
• Morning Session, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. EST, will focus on the rules surrounding Clergy Tax
Returns, including who is subject to these rules, what income is subject to tax, and how to reduce total tax liability using various methods. Credit for 0.3 CEUs will be availablel for attending
Session 1 only. According to the new webinar policy, CEUs may also be earned by viewing the
recording and filling out the report form. (Registration is required to receive the recording.)
• Afternoon Session, from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. EST, participants will complete a clergy tax return using H&R Block's highest tier (Premium and Business) downloadable software.
Registration and Cost: Registration is $40 per person (generally nonrefundable to keep fees and
overhead low). Current Brethren Academy, Bethany Theological Seminary and Earlham School of
Religion students may attend the seminar at no cost, although registration is still required to allow
us to provide you with web access to the seminar. Instructions and handouts will be sent a few
days prior to the event. Registrations are not complete until payment is received. For quality reasons, registrations may be capped at eighty-five persons.

Prompt registration is advised - registration deadline is January 19, 2022.
Register now!

2

District News Items
October District Prayer Calendar

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT

as of August 31, 2021

October 3 - Join us as we lift up Timbercrest
Senior Living Center.
October 10 - Join us as we lift up Roann CoB
and the Southern Ohio & Kentucky District.
October 17 - Join us as we lift up Rossville
CoB and the Pacific Northwest District.
October 24 - Join us as we lift up Salamonie
CoB and the Puerto Rico District.
October 31 - Join us as we lift up Turnpointe
Community CoB and the Middle Pennsylvania
District.
Pastor Appreciation Grants
through the Ministry Excellence Project
The Ministry Excellence Project offers Pastor
Appreciation Grants to all the churches in the
South/Central and Northern Indiana Districts.
To recognize pastors during pastor appreciation
month (October), the project offers a matching
grant of up to $150 for each pastor. Thus if the
sponsoring church sends in a $150 donation to
the project; the project will send back a $300
pastor appreciation grant for that church’s
pastor. Applications for the grant were sent to
church board chairs on August 26. If your
church would like to participate in this grant
and still needs an application, please contact the
S/C IN District Office as soon as possible.
Applications must be received at least 2 weeks
before the grant check is needed for
presentation.

August

YTD

Congregations’
Self-Allocation

$2,782.27

$49,108.86

Restricted
Income

$1,005.00

$3,645.00

Other Income

$5,094.20

$34,228.33

Total Income

$8,881.47

$34,228.33

$7,090.29

$63,215.93

$0.00

$1,731.88

$7,090.29

$64,947.81

$1,791.18

$22,034.38

Income

Expenses
District Expenses
Restricted
Expenses
Total Expenses
Net
District Fund Balance

$130,418.35

Lafayette CoB’s 75th Anniversary Celebration
Saturday, October 9th begins our 75th Anniversary weekend. We will gather in our Sanctuary at
6:00pm for a time of popcorn and slides as we “look back with gratitude” for all the blessings and
people God has provided this Congregation since September, 1946.
On Sunday morning, Oct. 10th, our 10am morning Worship will center on “looking ahead with
hope” for many more years, with God, in service to our community. Bethel AME Church will be our
Special Guests and their Pastor Pamela Horne will be our Guest Preacher.
We will “Continue the Work of Jesus; Simply, Peacefully, Together” “For the Glory of God and our
Neighbors’ Good” as we strive to live out our new COB Compelling Vision.
Please plan to participate in both days’ events - and tell your friends about the weekend.
-Tom Brown, Lafayette CoB Clerk
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BRETHREN DISASTER MINISTRIES UPDATE

Friends,
BDM is active and desires your participation. Children's Disaster Services has trainings scheduled
in Byron Center, MI, October 22-23; and in Roaring
Spring, PA , November 5-6. CDS has been active in
person this year on the US/Mexico border with
migrant children and presently with children of
families immigrating from Afghanistan. Call New
Windsor, 800-451-4407 to ask questions or to
register for one of the trainings.
And remember Nov 28 - Dec 4 our district with
the IL/WI District is to provide volunteers for rebuilding from hurricane damage in the coastal
North Carolina region. Respond to this email or
call me at 260-982-2971.
Thank you for your support and encouragement of
BDM activities.
Blessings of peace to you!
Cliff Kindy, District Disaster Coordinator
Brethren Press 2021 Advent Devotional:
Do Not Be Afraid

“In the Gospel of Luke, angels
proclaimed, “Do not be afraid,”
to Zechariah, Mary, and the
shepherds keeping watch over
their flocks by night. This Advent devotional by Angela Finet,
pastor of Mountville (Pa.)
Church of the Brethren, revisits
the timeless texts and the words
that envelope the holy story of
Advent to reassure us in times
of anxiety and darkness. Emmanuel, God with us.”
To order, go to www.brethrenpress.com/
ProductDetails.asp?ProductCode=8488.

ITEMS AVAILABLE:
We are cleaning out shelves at the District
Office in preparation for our move and have
the following items available for any congregation that could make use of them:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Old Blue Hymnals (©1925)
Red Hymnals (©1951)
New Blue Hymnals (©1992)
Silver-Tone Communion Set
Footwashing Tubs
Print copies of “Planting the Faith in a
New Land: Church of the Brethren in Indiana”

If your congregation could use any of these
items, call or e-mail the district office and
we will work with you to arrange a time to
pick them up.

NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE 2022 - July 23 - 28, 2022
Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO
Registration opens Dec. 1
Those who register in December will receive a free NYC t-shirt.
Youth who have completed their first year of high school through first year of college (or age equivalent) and their adult
advisors are eligible to attend. Registration, which includes lodging, programing, and meals, costs $550; a $225 nonrefundable deposit is due within two weeks of registration. To register go to: http://www.brethren.org/nyc
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Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office, Church of the Brethren
260.982.8805; 260.982.7181 (fax)
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Sarah O’Hara, Administrative Assistant
scindcob@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
District Website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCentral-Indiana-District-205091192857321/

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester, IN 46962

«FIRST» «LAST»
«ADDRESS»
«CITY», «STATE» «ZIP»

YOUR LOGO HERE

8

