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Sometimes I am a political junkie. Tim goes to bed, but I
watch political debates. This round I endured to the very
end. And I hope you care about our democracy enough to
vote. I even hope you can be passionate about your choice.
However, and this is a BIG however, my prayer is that the
sisters and brothers of the South/Central Indiana district of
the Church of the Brethren will also take on the task of being a peculiar people in this world. People who are different
in their interactions with other people because of their belief and faith in God. I pray our faith guides how we interact
with people we know voted differently than the ballot we
cast.
Yesterday I heard a story of a neighbor starting to help a
neighbor replace a broken mailbox post. Suddenly, after
reading the mailbox owner's t-shirt, the helper abruptly left
to hang a yard sign for the opposing political party on her
porch. Opposing political views do not need to ruin neighborliness!
Vote, declare your opinion, just do not let your passion destroy the truth of 1 Corinthians 12 and the reminder that
everyone is valued in the realm of God. Do not succumb to
the divisions of this world but remember Roman's 12 and
Paul's urging to live in harmony, so long as it depends on
you. Be a peculiar people in the sense that we value all people even when we disagree.
I hope you will join me in praying for our world, our country, our leaders and even our neighbors. And let us all take
to heart the challenge of scripture; "love your neighbor as
yourself."
Blessings,

Beth

District News Items
District Financial Report - as of August 31, 2020

October District Prayer Calendar

August

YTD

October 4 - Please pray with us for
Timbercrest Senior Living Center.

$2,134.89

$54,899.26

$215.00

$2,903.04

October 11 - Please pray with us for
Portland COB and the Northern Ohio District.

Other Income

$8,635.31

$15,029.70

Total Income

$10,985.20

$72,832.00

Income
Cong. Self-Allocation
Restricted Income

Expenses
District Expenses

$7,306.23

$68,820.31

Restricted Expenses

$1,418.78

$2,294.16

Total Expenses

$8,725.01

$71,114.47

Net

$2,260.19

1,717.53

District Fund Balance

$89,332.37

October 18 - Please pray with us for
Pyrmont COB and the Southern Ohio District.
October 25 - Please pray with us for Roann
COB and the Pacific Northwest District.
--Check the South/Central Indiana District
Facebook page for specific prayer requests.-2020 District Reports
Even though District Conference was cancelled this year, we still put together a booklet
of reports from district committees and denominational agencies, including the proposed district slate and budget for 2021.

It is available at:
www.scindcob.org/2020_reports_booklet.pdf
Nettle Creek Church of the Brethren
200th Anniversary Celebration– 1820-2020
Sunday, October 11, 2020

9:30 AM History Presentation
10:30 AM Worship Service*
Jeff Carter, President of Bethany Seminary
will bring the message
Noon Pitch-in meal
All are welcome!
5352 N Brick Church Road, Hagerstown, IN
47346
*The worship service will be available on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/Nettle-Creek-Churchof-the-Brethren-110752392293695

If you don’t have internet access and would
like a paper copy, let the district office know
and we can mail one to you.
Calling All Church Treasurers!
If you haven’t already, we would greatly appreciate if the treasurer or board chair from
each church could take a few minutes of their
time to fill out this online form (link below); it
will be of immense help for our planning in
how best to steward district funds for the rest
of 2020 and into 2021. Thank you!!!!
Online form link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/1SU6D4R5quLlZME0B7EBT_HWGdCLq0PgOi5vKtvkQsM/edit?ts=5f2c1c08
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Updates from Annual Conference
Moderator
Virtual Moderator’s Town Hall
“Leading in a Time of Crisis”
Featuring Phillip G. Stone, President emeritus
of Bridgewater College
Thursday, October 15, 2020, 7:00 p.m.
To register for the town hall, please visit: tinyurl.com/modtownhalloct2020

Interested persons are encouraged to sign up
early, as the event is limited to the first 500
registrants.
Questions about registering for this event or
any other administrative matters can be
emailed to cobmoderatorstownhall@gmail.com.

“Finding Rest Amid Restless Living”
https://vimeo.com/459420071

Upcoming Brethren Leadership
Institute Courses
Evangelism & Outreach
Instructor: Brian Mackie
Dates: November/December 2020
Location: Zoom
Preaching
Instructor: Aaron Gross
Dates: January/February 2021
Location: TBD
To register for a BLI course or for questions,
contact the District Office (260) 982-8805,
scindcob@gmail.com.
Classes are open to all: You may be exploring
ministry, answering a call to ministry, and/or
seeking further education. CEUs are available.
For more information on the Brethren
Leadership Institute (BLI) and fees, visit
http://www.scindcob.org/BLI.html.

STANDING COMMITTEE
SEEKING NOMINATIONS FOR
ANNUAL CONFERENCE POSITIONS

This Sabbath rest-themed sermon prepared
by 2021 Annual Conference moderator Paul
Mundey is designed to provide a resource to
congregations to enable them to support their
pastor taking time away from the responsibilities of preaching.

The Nominations & Personnel sub-committee
of the Standing Committee is currently accepting nominations for Annual Conference positions on the 2021 ballot.

At the invitation of the Office of Ministry, this
sermon focuses on words from Jeremiah
31:25, “I will satisfy the weary, and all who are
faint I will replenish,” which assure us that
God accompanies us in upheaval, offering
sanctuary amid stormy anxiety, doubt, and
fear. Congregations and their ministers are
encouraged to partner together to find rest
and refreshment in the midst of these days.

Letter of Encouragement to Pastors

For more information or to make a nomination go to: http://www.brethren.org/ac/
nominations/ or contact the S/C IN District
Standing Committee Rep. Kurt Borgmann
(rkborgmann89@gmail.com).

from the Pastoral Compensation
and Benefits Advisory Committee
Available at:
https://mailchi.mp/brethren/
encouragement-2020-10
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Global Women’s Project Update

We invite you to a covid-19 opportunity!
The losses pile up: health, loved ones, routines, income, security.
But we have covid-19 gifts as well. Because we held our semi-annual face-to-face
meeting on Zoom this fall, we saved at least
$1500 on travel.
Because many tithed their stimulus checks,
we raised at least $1500 more this summer
than an average year.

We celebrate an additional $3000 to send
to partner projects - and we invite you to
join us! Match this extra $3000 by October 31, and we will send three extra grants
this year:
•

•

•

$2000 to Chiapas Integrated Health, reclaiming indigenous traditions for menstruation, women's and community health
$2000 to ECHOPPE Togo for women
street vendors and social workers to establish security and transportation
$2000 to Growing Grounds in Wabash,
Indiana, supporting stable housing, transportation and mentorships for women
coming out of jail

Each of these community organizations have
greater needs due to covid-19. People turn to
them for support, and we can each play a
small part in helping them meet these needs.

Pastor Appreciation Grants

through the Ministry Excellence Project
The Ministry Excellence Project offers Pastor
Appreciation Grants to all the churches in the
South/Central and Northern Indiana Districts.
To recognize pastors during pastor appreciation
month (October), the project offers a matching
grant of up to $150 for each pastor. Thus if the
sponsoring church sends in a $150 donation to
the project; the project will send back a $300
pastor appreciation grant for that church’s
pastor. Applications for the grant were sent to
church board chairs in mid-August. If your
church would like to participate in this grant and
still needs an application, please contact the S/C
IN District Office as soon as possible.

COVID Resources
Church of the Brethren website:
https://covid19.brethren.org/

COB COVID-19 Relief Grant Program:
https://covid19.brethren.org/grants/
State of Indiana:
https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/

Donate online and name "matching gift" in
the notes. Or mail a check:
Global Women’s Project
c/o Kim Smith
5315 36th Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55417
(write checks to GWP)

4

5

6

5
BLI Leadership &
Administration
Class 6 - 8 pm

12

19

26
BLI Leadership &
Administration
Class 6 - 8 pm

11
Nettle Creek COB
200 years
Celebration!!

18

25

Mon

4

Sun

27

20

13

6

Tue

28

21

14

7

Wed

29

22

15

8

1

Thu

30

23

16

9

2

Fri

31

24
BLI Leadership &
Administration
Class 9 am - 1 pm

17

10
Indiana Camp
Board

3
BLI Leadership &
Administration
Class 9 am—1 pm

Sat

S/C IN District October 2020

7

7

Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office, Church of the Brethren
260.982.8805; 260.982.7181 (fax)
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Sarah O’Hara, Administrative Assistant
scindcob@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
District Website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCentral-Indiana-District-205091192857321/

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester, IN 46962

YOUR LOGO HERE
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