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So much to be grateful for! In this season of thanksgiving I am grateful
for people who made it an easy move from 604 Mill St. to 645 Bond St.
Glen Miller did an amazing amount of work to prepare the space for us
and then spent the day loading and lifting and helping get everything
from one office to another. Sarah O’Hara, Rachel Gross, DeEtta Balser,
Tina Reiman, Jim Miller, Larry Jamerson, and Olivia Colace did sorting,
packing, lifting, loading and unloading. Curt Rowland moved and planted
our sign.
We have been warmly welcomed by the Wabash congregation and we
are enjoying our new space. Come visit and see our new office. Our
new contact information: Phone number 260-274-0396 and mailing address PO Box 32, North Manchester, IN 46962. Be in touch!
This past Saturday the district board met in person and had a productive retreat time. Glen Miller was reelected to chair the board and Kristen Roop will serve as vice chair. I am thankful for the participation and
service of all the members of the board as we consider the work of the
next year. Indeed, I said thank you to God for each of our board members while stuck in the elevator anticipating our meeting.
The board also met with Nancy Heishman, Director of Ministry for the
Church of the Brethren. Plans were begun to call an interim district executive minister and establish a search committee to find the next district executive minister for South Central Indiana District.
It has been a busy and productive time. I am grateful to be a part of it as we anticipate the transition.
My gratitude extends to include each of you. It has been a blessing to share pews and worship God
with you, work on projects, join with you in meetings around the table or through the convenience
of Zoom, share fellowship and snacks with you, and like any holy time, recognize God’s presence
in you and God’s power in our midst. Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your district executive minister.
Blessings,

Beth

District News Items
WHERE TO FIND US AND HOW TO CONTACT US:

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT

as of September 30, 2021

Here is the new location & contact info for the
district office, since our move last month:
Phone Number: 260-274-0396
Street Address: 645 Bond St., Wabash, IN 46992
(We are located in the basement of Wabash CoB,
enter the building at the south entrance near the
parking lot)
Mailing Address: PO Box 32, North Manchester,
IN 46962
November District Prayer Calendar

November 7 - Join us as we lift up Brethren
Benefit Trust and the Southern Pennsylvania
District.
November 14 - Join us as we lift up Union
Grove CoB and the Western Pennsylvania
District.
November 21 - Join us as we lift up Upper
Fall Creek CoB and the West Marva District.

September

YTD

Income
Congregations’
Self-Allocation

$3,047.88

$52,156.74

$1,125.00

$4,770.00

Other Income

$40,595.62

$74,823.95

Total Income

$44,768.50

$131,750.69

$7,782.48

$70,998.41

$247.60

$1,979.48

$8,030.08

$72,977.89

$36,738.42

$58,772.80

Restricted
Income

Expenses
District Expenses
Restricted
Expenses
Total Expenses
Net

District Fund Balance

$166,312.35

November 28 - Join us as we lift up Wabash
CoB and the Shenandoah District.
NOMINATIONS & APPOINTMENTS APPROVED AT 2021 DISTRICT CONFERENCE
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Mark Stahl – moderator elect
Carolyn Bollinger – District board representative – North section
Phil Troxell – District board representative – Central section
Aaron Gross – Standing committee delegate
Stephen Egolf – Indiana Camp Board
Indiana Youth Camp Council
• Dylan Barkey, Manchester, S/C Indiana 2021/2022 elected
• Miriam Erbaugh, Manchester, S/C Indiana 2022 (one-year appointment)
• Kambree Cashdollar, Manchester, S/C Indiana 2021/2022 elected
Gene Roop – Ministry Interview Committee – Central section
Laurie Kieffaber Cornett – Nominating and Personnel Committee – Central section
Geraldine Lantz – Nominating and Personnel Committee – West Section
Theresa Sites – Program and Arrangements Committee – North Section
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GROWING AROUND THE WORLD
By Ruoxia Li and Eric Miller, co-directors of Global Mission
“In recent years, there has been a concern about decline in the church in the US; however, the global
church is growing in most of the 10 countries where the Church of the Brethren has sister denominations around the world. Annual grants provide critical funds to support leaders as they develop
denominations in countries that are torn by conflict and disasters. Fellowships are forming in new
countries. Churches are being built and leaders are being trained through programs in the US as
well as those they design themselves or in nearby seminaries.
In the last year, major gifts have made possible the purchase of a new property for Delmas, the Haitian mother church. These gifts have supported the completion of the first translation of the Bible into Kamwe—a language in Nigeria—which is a culmination of work over decades. Your generosity has
allowed us to send money to Nigeria to rebuild churches that were destroyed as Christians are persecuted and attacked. Your gifts also provide resources for building new churches in the African
countries of Uganda, Rwanda, and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), as well as in Venezuela.
Evangelism of those churches is reaching people who have been marginalized in their own countries
and gives them hope as they receive the Good News that Jesus cares and that they matter—to God
and to the human family.
Your gifts help us build relationships with our brothers and sisters around the world. We pray for
them, and they pray for us, and all of us are blessed. These relationships allow Brethren Disaster
Ministries to respond quickly to needs that strike the areas where we have churches. As one example, churches in Rwanda and the DRC were able to distribute food to their members and neighbors
after a volcano there. In addition to places where we have sister churches, your gifts also support
projects in eight other countries around the world. This includes literally bringing sight to the blind in
Vietnam, and supporting peacemakers in war-torn South Sudan.
Through your generosity,
Brethren around the world
will continue to do this and
so much more in the coming
year. They are able to do so
much with so little. Despite
many challenges, we can
celebrate that our church is
growing around the world!”

Visit www.brethren.org/
global/ for more information
about the work of Global
Mission and to sign up for
the global mission prayer
guide. Support this ministry
of the Church of the Brethren at www.brethren.org/
giveGM.
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NEW BOOK TELLS REBECCA DALI’S STORY
Excerpted from Newsline - November 4, 2021, By Frank Ramirez

“What fuels Rebecca Dali’s passion when “responding with compassion to the most vulnerable persons in northeastern Nigeria”? According to Dali it is her personal story and history–
one of “poverty, frustration, rape, a son abducted (by Boko Haram) 11 years ago”–that inspire her life’s work.
Dali, a member of Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria), is founder and executive director of CCEPI (Center for Caring, Empowerment, and
Peace Initiative). CCEPI is an organization that serves the most vulnerable populations who
have been traumatized by Boko Haram attacks. Her work has attracted worldwide attention
and support. In recognition of her work, as part of the observance of World Humanitarian
Day on Aug. 21, 2017, Dali was awarded the Sergio Vieira de Mello medal at the Palais des
Nations, where the UN meets in Geneva, Switzerland. Her speech at the event was titled
“We Have Walked in Each Other’s Shoes.”
“Dali and her husband Samuel currently live in the United States. On Oct. 9, she spoke to 26 CCEPI-USA board members
and guests in Manheim, Pa., attending the launch of a book about her childhood and life’s work. We Have Walked in Each
Other’s Shoes: Rebecca Dali’s Story is written by Frank Ramirez with Rebecca Dali and is illustrated by the author’s
daughter, Jessica Ramirez, who painted and photographed a series of nesting dolls in the Russian style, reflecting different stages of Dali’s life.”
The book is targeted for middle-school students, but readers of all ages will benefit from this story. It begins with the award
ceremony, then moves backward in time as the layers of her life unfold. The image of the nesting dolls, variously known
as matryoshka, babushka, or stacking dolls, reflects the fact that the person we are now was formed by what happened to
us in the past. We carry the weight of our many experiences with us all the time. We are layers of our past and present
selves stacked inside each other.”

We Have Walked in Each Other’s Shoes can be purchased from Brethren Press for $15 at https://
www.brethrenpress.com/ProductDetails.asp?ProductCode=9780788041006 or by calling 800-441-3712.
Clergy Tax Seminar - January 29, 2022 - 11:00 am - 5:00pm (EST)
*NEW: revised schedule, new material, and 0.4 CEUs!*

Students, clergy, and anyone who deals with clergy finances are invited to participate in this online seminar.
Sponsors: The Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership, the Church of the Brethren Office of Ministry, and Bethany
Theological Seminary.
Schedule:
• 11:00am - 12:30pm EST (0.15 CEUs): Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About Clergy Taxation, part 1.
• 12:45pm - 2:15pm EST (0.15 CEUs): Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About Clergy Taxation, part 2.
• 2:45pm - 3:45pm EST (0.1 CEU): NEW! Pastoral Compensation & Benefits.
• 4:00pm - 5:00pm EST: Completing the Clergy Tax Return.
Registration and Cost
Registration is $40 per person (generally nonrefundable to keep fees and overhead low). Current Brethren Academy,
Bethany Theological Seminary and Earlham School of Religion students may attend the seminar at no cost, although registration is still required to allow us to provide you with web access to the seminar. Instructions and handouts will be sent a
few days prior to the event. Registrations are not complete until payment is received. For quality reasons, registrations
may be capped at eighty-five persons.
Prompt registration is advised - registration deadline is January 19, 2022. A Zoom link will be sent prior to the seminar.
To register go to: https://bethanyseminary.edu/brethren-academy/clergy-tax-seminar/
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NOMINATIONS: REMINDER FROM ANNUAL CONFERENCE:

“Each member of the Church of the Brethren is
invited to recommend possible nominees for the
2022 Annual Conference ballot. As you pray about
this, who comes to mind? Whom will the Lord
prompt you to nominate? We encourage you to
talk with the person you are planning to nominate, to gauge their interest, but more importantly to talk with them about the gifts and skills you
see in them, to encourage them to prayerfully
consider the call, and to encourage them to fill
out the information following your nomination.
The nomination isn't complete until they have responded.”
Go to: www.brethren.org/ac/nominations to make
your nomination or for more information.
Brethren Press 2021 Advent Devotional:
Do Not Be Afraid

“In the Gospel of Luke, angels proclaimed, “Do not
be afraid,” to Zechariah, Mary, and the shepherds
keeping watch over their flocks by night. This Advent devotional by Angela Finet, pastor of
Mountville (Pa.) Church of the
Brethren, revisits the timeless
texts and the words that envelope the holy story of Advent to
reassure us in times of anxiety
and darkness. Emmanuel, God
with us.”
To order, go
to www.brethrenpress.com/
ProductDetails.asp?
ProductCode=8488.
December 1 is the next deadline
for pastors to apply for assistance
from the Ministry Excellence
Project. The general categories for
assistance are these: medical and
dental costs, inadequate funding
for retirement, low salaries and benefits, continuing
education expenses (including BLI classes) and
educational loans for the pastor and/or spouse that have
become a long-term burden. Assistance can help the
pastor, spouse, and dependent children. Application forms
can be found at www.ministryexcellenceproject.com/
clergy/.

MARIA’S KIT OF COMFORT
Maria’s Kit of Comfort,
new from Brethren
Press, is a lyrical story
of Maria’s experience
with the Kit of Comfort
following disaster. Since
1980, trained Children’s
Disaster Services volunteers have arrived at disaster sites with a kit full
of carefully selected toys that promote healing through creative, expressive play. While
the setting of Maria’s story is a play center
in disaster, it could also be a home or school
or library. All children have felt the stress of
the shared covid experience of the past 2
years. Others have suffered additional trauma or disaster as well. Maria's story is one
of hope and healing.
Pre-order link - https://
www.brethrenpress.com/
ProductDetails.asp?
ProductCode=9780871783073
Trailer created by Brethren Press - https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=bdTb1ClKmaY
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South/Central Indiana District November 2021

Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office, Church of the Brethren
260.274.0396
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Sarah O’Hara, Administrative Assistant
scindcob@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
District Website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCentral-Indiana-District-205091192857321/

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
PO Box 32
North Manchester, IN 46962

«FIRST» «LAST»
«ADDRESS»
«CITY», «STATE» «ZIP»

YOUR LOGO HERE
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