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Yesterday I sat in our family room with a fire in the fireplace
watching the leaves blow around the yard and the snowflakes
settle on the deck chairs. It was warm and cozy but felt too early
for snowflakes! Those of us from a certain generation can remember back to grade school days and those tiny little booklets
of poetry that we had to memorize for in-school recitation. One
of those strange ones from my past that often comes to mind on
crispy fall days is from James Whitcomb Riley’s “When the frost
is on the punkin.” The second verse came to mind proclaiming
the beauty of a fall day:
“They’s something kindo’ harty-like about the atmusfere
When the heat of summer’s over and the coolin’ fall is here—
Of course we miss the flowers, and the blossums on the trees,
And the mumble of the hummin’-birds and buzzin’ of the bees;
But the air’s so appetizin’; and the landscape through the haze
Of a crisp and sunny morning of the airly autumn days
Is a pictur’ that no painter has the colorin’ to mock—
When the frost is on the punkin and the fodder’s in the shock.”
These days it is so easy to feel nostalgic for other times! We miss
being together for worship and hearty hymn singing followed by
potlucks and good visiting without masks. We miss being able to
go shopping for the entertainment value and not be limited to dashing in and out with the necessities. We miss being able to just go out to eat at any restaurant on a whim with friends or
to celebrate a big day or because we do not feel like cooking. We miss making plans for holiday get togethers and debating whether to make mince meat pie or just stick with pumpkin.
Riley’s poem is a good reminder to look further than our list of limitations and savor the view.
It is indeed a “pictur’ no painter has the colorin’ to mock.” God is good to us and we see it in
the beauty of our Creator made surroundings, the caring words of a friend during yet another
Zoom meeting, the ability to worship while sitting in a church parking lot with the radio tuned,
the surprise of finding a rose tucked back too far into the corner to freeze. The God we love
and serve has blessed us with the gift of adaptability and surprises us with grace even during
this strange fall when the frost is on the punkin’ and the fodder’s in the shock.
Blessings,

Beth

District News Items
District Financial Report - as of Sept. 30, 2020
August

YTD

$8,738.75

$63,638.01

$300.00

$3,203.04

Other Income

-$3,778.75

$11,250.95

Total Income

$5,260.00

$78,092.00

Income
Cong. Self-Allocation
Restricted Income

Expenses
District Expenses
Restricted Expenses
Total Expenses
Net

$8550.12

$77,370.43

$24.22

$2,318.38

$8,574.34

$79,688.81

-$3,314.34

-$1,596.81

District Fund Balance

$85,529.95

December 1 is the next deadline
for pastors to apply for assistance
from the Ministry Excellence
Project. The general categories for
assistance are these: medical and
dental costs, inadequate funding
for retirement, low salaries and benefits, continuing
education expenses (including BLI classes) and
educational loans for the pastor and/or spouse that have
become a long-term burden. Assistance can help the
pastor, spouse, and dependent children. Application forms
can be found at www.ministryexcellenceproject.com/
clergy/.
COVID Resources
Find the landing page of Church of the Brethren
COVID-19 related resources and information at
www.brethren.org/covid19 .
Find Church of the Brethren congregations offering
online worship at www.brethren.org/news/2020/church
-of-the-brethren-congregations-worship-online.html .
A listing to recognize Brethren who are active in
health care is at www.brethren.org/news/2020/brethren
-active-in-health-care.html . To add a person to this
listing, send an email with first name, county, and
state to cobnews@brethren.org .

November District Prayer
Calendar
November 1 - Please pray with us for
Rossville COB and the Pacific Northwest
District.
November 8 - Please pray with us for
Salamonie COB and the Puerto Rico District.
November 15 - Please pray with us for
Turnpointe Community COB and the Middle
Pennsylvania District.
November 22 - Please pray with us for
Union Grove COB and the Southern
Pennsylvania District.
November 29 - Please pray with us for
Upper Fall Creek COB and the Western
Pennsylvania District.
--Check the South/Central Indiana District
Facebook page for specific prayer requests.-Upcoming Brethren Leadership
Institute Courses
Evangelism & Outreach
Instructor: Brian Mackie
Dates: November 7 & 21; December 5
9:00 a.m.— 12:00 p.m.; 12:30—3:30 p.m.
Location: Zoom
Preaching
Instructor: Aaron Gross
Dates: January/February 2021
Location: TBD
To register for a BLI course or for questions,
contact the District Office (260) 982-8805,
scindcob@gmail.com.
Classes are open to all: You may be exploring
ministry, answering a call to ministry, and/or
seeking further education. CEUs are available.
For more information on the Brethren
Leadership Institute (BLI) and fees, visit
http://www.scindcob.org/BLI.html.
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Brethren Disaster Ministries Update

Friends,
Arlene and I have been here in Dayton on the
BDM tornado rebuild site for more than two
weeks. Sure we had some reservations about
health safety before we came. But BDM is using
extreme caution as we gather, live together, eat
together and work together. Partners are taking
care too and we are protecting home owners
while improving their living situation.
This is a very good safe way to do the ministry of
Jesus in the midst of Covid.

Yes, volunteers are reluctant to come so numbers
are down. But you can come with the knowledge
that this is as safe as it gets. Safe for home owners too as one with a new roof said recently, "It is
nice for it to rain and not have it rain into my
home."
BDM sites in North Carolina and here in Dayton
can always use volunteers. I need five more volunteers for the week of November 29 - December
4. All I need is your registration form and your
Join Manchester University Church Relations for
willingness to abide by the COVID protocols.
the PowerHouse 2020 Regional Youth Conference – a VIRTUAL event! On November 13 and
Find the appropriate forms at https://
14 we will gather on Zoom for three one hour
www.brethren.org/bdm/rebuild/volunteer/
events including worship, games, and a virtual
campfire! Youth grades 9-12 and their advisors
Blessings of peace to you! Cliff Kindy
are welcome to attend this free event. Our keynote speaker is Pastor Jody Gunn from Bethany
STANDING COMMITTEE
Church of the Brethren in Delaware. She will
SEEKING NOMINATIONS FOR ANNUAL
speak on John 14:27 “Do not let them be afraid.”
CONFERENCE POSITIONS
You will receive Zoom links to attend the events
The Nominations & Personnel sub-committee of after you register. This is sure to be a weekend of
learning and growth, fun and silliness, and you
the Standing Committee is currently accepting
nominations for Annual Conference positions on can even win prizes! For more information and to
the 2021 ballot.
register visit www.manchester.edu/powerhouse.

For more information or to make a nomination
go to: http://www.brethren.org/ac/
nominations/ or contact the S/C IN District
Standing Committee Rep. Kurt Borgmann
(rkborgmann89@gmail.com).
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Join us for this informational and instructive seminar!

Clergy Tax Seminar

January 16, 2021

Students, pastors, and other church leaders are invited to participate in this online seminar.
• Learn how to prepare clergy taxes correctly and legally.
• Comply with regulations while maximizing tax deductions.
• Earn 0.3 CEU’s - requires attendance in the first session
The annual Clergy Tax Seminar will consist of two sessions:
• Session 1, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. EST, will focus on the rules surrounding Clergy Tax Returns, including who is subject to these rules, what income is subject to tax, and how to reduce
total tax liability using various methods, including housing allowance, business expenses, and
medical reimbursement plans. Credit for 0.3 CEUs will be available for attending Session 1 only.
• Session 2, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. EST, participants will complete a clergy tax return using H&R
Block’s tier (Premium and Business) downloadable software.
This seminar is highly recommended for all pastors and other church leaders who wish to understand clergy taxes, including treasurers, steward commission chairs, and church board chairs.
Sponsors: The Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership, the Church of the Brethren Office of
Ministry, and Bethany Theological Seminary
Seminar Schedule
• 10:00 a.m.— 1:00 p.m. EST: Morning session
• 1:00 - 1:30 p.m. EST: Lunch on your own
• 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. EST: Afternoon session
Registration and Cost
Registration is $40 per person (generally non-refundable to keep fees and overhead low). Current
Bethany, TRIM/EFSM/SeBAH, and Earlham School of Religion students may attend the seminar at
no cost, although registration is still required to reserve space and will allow us to provide you with
web access to the seminar. Instructions and handouts will be sent a few days prior to the event. Registrations are not complete until payment is received. For quality reasons, registrations may be
capped at eighty-five persons online. Prompt registration is advised - registration deadline is January 6, 2021.

Updates from Annual Conference Moderator
Moderator’s Town Hall - “Innovative Ideas for a Hard Season”
Thursday, Nov. 19 at 7pm EST
The featured resource person will be Mark DeVries, founder and president of Ministry Architects, a nationally acclaimed church resourcing organization.

Multiple factors press in on churches and their members during this difficult time. As a result, it is easy to
become immobilized by the gravity of weighty issues and emotions. This event will share practical ideas for
flourishing in a hard season, and for being adaptable and innovative despite the challenges. The event is applicable to clergy, laity, and congregations.
Register at tinyurl.com/modtownhallnov2020. The event is limited to the first 500 registrants. Questions can
be emailed to cobmoderatorstownhall@gmail.com.
For more videos and articles from moderator Paul Mundey, go to: https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/
moderator/
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Workcamp options are announced for 2021
From: Church of the Brethren Newsline, October 23,2020
By Hannah Shultz
The Workcamp Ministry is announcing formal plans for the 2021 workcamps. We are grateful for those who
participated in the informational survey last month and have taken the feedback into account while developing options for next summer. The four workcamp options, and their costs, can be found below.
This fall, we will begin planning with individuals and groups who are interested in attending a workcamp next
summer. If you would like to attend a 2021 workcamp please be in touch with the Workcamp Ministry to let
us know of your tier preference by Dec. 1. Those who are planning to attend a workcamp can either fill out a
preference survey or contact cobworkcamps@brethren.org or 847-429-4337. Please note that filling out a
preference survey does not count as registering for a workcamp.
Registration dates for the 2021 workcamps will be announced soon–stay tuned!
2021 workcamp options:
Tier 1, $75: Participants will serve in their local communities during the day, either individually or with other
members of their congregation. In the evening, participants will gather virtually for devotions and activities.
Participants are expected to bring their own lunch while serving. The Workcamp Ministry will work with individuals and congregations to coordinate service opportunities in their local context. The Workcamp Ministry
will provide leadership for the virtual evening meetings.
Tier 2, $235: Participants will serve in their local area with other members of their congregation during the
day. In the evening, they will gather together physically, in a socially distanced manner, for dinner, devotions,
and activities. Participants will return home to sleep each night. Participants are expected to bring their own
lunch while serving. The Workcamp Ministry will work with the congregation to plan local service activities
and will provide leadership and participate in-person during the week.
Tier 3, $285: Participants will serve locally with other congregations in their region during the day. In the
evening, they will gather together physically, in a socially distanced manner, for dinner, devotions, and activities. Participants will return home to sleep each night. Participants are expected to bring their own lunch
while serving. The Workcamp Ministry will work with the congregations to plan local service activities and will
provide leadership and participate in-person during the week.
Tier 4, $350: Participants will experience a “normal” workcamp. Participants from around the country will
travel to a workcamp location, stay together in local housing accommodations (church or camp), and serve
together for the week. The Workcamp Ministry will plan and lead all service work, meals, devotions, and recreational activities.*
*Please note that Tier 4 workcamps are presented as an option pending wide distribution of a safe and effective vaccine in Spring 2021. We expect to make a decision about Tier 4 workcamps by Feb. 15, 2021.
— Hannah Shultz is coordinator of short-term service for Brethren Volunteer Service and oversees the Workcamp Ministry. Find out more about the Church of the Brethren’s Workcamp Ministry and a link to the preference survey at www.brethren.org/workcamps .
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Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office, Church of the Brethren
260.982.8805; 260.982.7181 (fax)
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Sarah O’Hara, Administrative Assistant
scindcob@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
District Website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCentral-Indiana-District-205091192857321/

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester, IN 46962
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YOUR LOGO HERE
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