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Time does fly! This may be my best (last) opportunity to thank you all in South/Central for your prayers, your
support, your gift of this interim period. My Thanksgiving this year will include gratitude for the blessings of my time
here with you.
I am prompted to share some thoughts by recent experiences of visiting with some of you in your Sunday
morning worship and by a gift of a book on the Lord's Prayer that I discovered on my desk one morning.
I have noticed in some of those visits a predominant use of the language of “Father God.” My encouragement to
all of you is to consider expanding your images and language in reference to God. The book I received is Our Abba by
James E. Miller, and it contains some useful discussion (to me and hopefully to you) on the words “Our Father” which
open the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples. These are excerpts from his discussion of Jesus addressing God as abba:
In the earliest days God was thought to be unapproachable and unreachable, far beyond the possibility
of any human connection. God was so holy that one dare not even speak God's name. In the Old
Testament God came to be principally identified as Yahweh. Over the course of time names were
substituted that represented God as a supremely powerful ruler....Always these names carried the
connotation of God's being very distant, very removed.
And then the next thing people knew, Jesus started calling God “Father.”...Jesus did something radically
new—he made that personal, immediate connection central to his practice of prayer.
The manner in which Jesus begins what has come to be called the Lord's Prayer would have been
shocking to those around him. Speaking in his native tongue, Jesus chose the Aramaic word abba. …
Some have suggested that abba is best translated “daddy,” but that's not the case. Three other Aramaic
words (abi, baba, and babi) suggest that more child-like language. Abba suggests the special closeness of
a caring parental figure that carries with it a degree of respect as well as a trust that has been earned. …
It is undoubtedly true that the language we use can easily and even unknowingly influence our minds.
It's true that the use of masculine nouns and pronouns can suggest the presence of paternalism in our
thinking. It's true that, for some, any reference to God in father language can bring to mind
uncomfortable memories and undeniable hurts. ….
What it comes down to is this: the absolute essence of God confounds human language. If we speak of
God, and if we address God in prayer, we are almost inevitably, eventually led to use analogy, as
imperfect as that is. The analogy that Jesus used is abba.
I believe the gospel record at every point shows that Jesus held women in equal regard to men before
God. I do not believe he intended to limit God to a masculine identity. I believe he wanted to enlarge
people's understandings of who God is and how God acts. God is love, in an active form. God exists for
relationship, beyond all human equivalences. And to express that truth Jesus chose a warm, personal
form of address: abba. It was the best he knew to do in that part of the world at that time in history. So
the Lord's Prayer is the Abba Prayer. -James E. Miller, The Abba Prayer, excerpts from pp 22-25
I will continue to pray the Lord's Prayer in community using the words “Our Father” because abba was the
analogy Jesus chose. I give thanks, though, to a God who is beyond our limited language and analogies. I will continue to
seek numerous ways to think about God. I encourage you too to expand your address to and about God to include other
metaphors and analogies, ones that express the intimacy as well as the respect and trust of our awesome, loving, faithful,
divine Creator. Please let us not limit understanding and references to God exclusively as father, for our God is so much
more! Thanks be to God.

Thank you to those whose terms on district
committees are finished at the end of this year:
Ellen Adney - District Board
Erin Huiras - Program and Arrangements Committee
Shirley DeHoff, Carol Horn, and Guy Studebaker Nominating Committee
Tom Liby - Historical Committee
Joe Redmon - Ministry Interview Committee
Aaron Alexander - Indiana Camp Board

PLEASE WELCOME SARAH O’HARA

Phil Cruea (Ministry Interview Committee) and Merle
On November 1, Sarah O’Hara will start work as the
Rummel (Historical Committee) have resigned
Administrative Assistant in the District Office. Sarah,
before completing their terms.
her husband Ryan, and their children, Grace and Joel,
Many thanks to all of the above for your faithful
worship with the Liberty Mills Church of the Brethren.
service! Also a big thank you to Cindy Dunk for her
In addition to the general administrative tasks in the
work as Moderator. Cindy will serve this coming year district office, Sarah will be working with the Brethren
as chair of the Nominating and Personnel
Leadership Institute and the Ministry Excellence
Committee.
Project. New office hours will be in the December
newsletter.
Please give Sarah a warm welcome when you have the
opportunity!
DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT
As of September 30, 2018
September

YTD

Income
Cong. Self-Allocation
Restricted Income
Other Income
Total Income

$ 10,018.75
2,720.00
- 2,307.94
$10,430.81

$63,858.79
25,690.70
15,204.92
$104,754.41

Expenses
District Expenses
Restricted Expenses
Total Expenses

$ 7,402.56
6,671.75
$ 14,074.31

$81,636.92
34,214.66
$105,851.58

NET

$ - 3,643.50

$ - 1,097.17

District Fund Balance

$75,075.45
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DIRECTORY
CHANGE
The Kokomo Church
of the Brethren has a
new email address:
kokomocob@hotmail.
com.

Antioch - Gene Shively is no longer
pastor.

BRETHREN LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

Manchester - Seth Hendricks has been hired as
Associate Pastor of Youth Ministry and
Congregational Life; he will begin Jan. 2.

This fall’s class, Biblical Interpretation, will be
taught by Tim Morphew and Craig Alan Myers. Tim
recently retired from pastoring the Bethany Church
of the Brethren; Craig Alan is pastor of the Blue
River Church of the Brethren (both congregations in
Northern Indiana).
The class dates are as follows:

Peru - Phillip Troxell is being licensed on Oct. 28.

Saturday, October 27, 9am-4pm

Pleasant Dale - Elliott Ripley has been hired as Youth
Pastor.

Saturday, November 10, 9am-4pm

Lower Deer Creek - Pastor Les
Cooper has announced his
retirement at the end of this year.

Saturday, November 17, 9am-4pm
All sessions will be held at the Marion Church of the
Brethren. Register by sending an email to
BrethrenLeadershipInstitute@gmail.com or calling
260-982-8805. Classes are open to all: You may be
exploring ministry, answering a call to ministry,
and/or seeking further education. CEUs are
available. For more information on the Brethren
Leadership Institute (BLI) and fees, visit http://
www.scindcob.org/BLI.html.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Arcadia COB pastor Ben Poole, wife Emily,
and their children are grateful for the birth
of Isaac on October 9.
District Board member Alyssa Fortriede,
husband Nathan, and family welcomed
Laidan on October 5.

PASTORS’ SABBATH

OFFICE STAFF TRANSITION

Many of you took time for special appreciation of
your pastor in October. Here’s another opportunity to
support him or her: Camp Mack is hosting a Pastors’
Sabbath retreat on Nov. 6-7. The retreat provides
time for rest and relaxation, as well as learning
sessions that provide CEUs. Camp Mack provides
lodging and one meal, so that pastors need only pay
$20 to cover other meals and CEUs. Invitations have
been sent to pastors; more information is available
through the district office. Please encourage your
pastor(s) to take advantage of this opportunity!

Rachel Gross and Tina Rieman will continue working
in the district office through November to provide
training as needed for Sarah O’Hara. Many thanks
to Tina for filling in with Brethren Leadership
Institute the last few months, and to Rachel for her
4-1/2 years in the district office.

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER
November 5 - Please pray with us for the Rossville COB and the Pacific Southwest District.
November 12 - Please pray with us for the Salamonie COB and the Puerto Rico District.
November 19 - Please pray with us for the Turnpointe Community COB and Mid. Pa. District.
November 26 - Please pray with us for the Union Grove COB and Southern Pa. District.
--Check the South/Central Indiana District Facebook page for specific prayer requests.-3

COMPELLING VISION CONVERSATIONS
Saturday, Nov. 10, 3:00-5:00 pm, Anderson Church of the Brethren, Anderson, Ind.
Sunday, Nov. 11, 2:00-4:00 pm, Timbercrest Sr. Living Community, N. Manchester, Ind.
Please plan to attend one (or both!) of these times for conversations with sisters and brothers in the district.
If you are not able to attend, please be in prayer for the conversations. More information about the
conversations is available at http://www.brethren.org/ac/compelling-vision.html.

BDM is making assignments for the year 2019. Our district is scheduled for
these dates:
1) Feb 3-9 we need seven volunteers. We will be working with Ill./Wis. District.
2) Mar 10-16 we need fifteen volunteers.
3) Sept. 8-14 we need fifteen volunteers.
4) Dec 1-7 we need seven volunteers. Again we will be working with Ill./Wis.
District. The February and March dates we are likely to be located in Lumberton, N. Car.
As a congregation or other group, would you be willing to serve one of these weeks? Or are you willing
individually to be part of a group coming together from our district? Let me know of your interest by sending
an email to kindy@cpt.org or by calling 260-982-2971.
In addition, this fall and at least into next year, Puerto Rico is taking disaster volunteers. There is a need for
construction leaders and household managers (cooks). Conditions will be challenging and flexibility will be
required. BDM will be starting with getting homes livable before doing building to withstand future hurricane
-force winds. First BDM will work with Brethren families, then with neighbors and community members.
What would free you up to join this rebuilding effort that may continue for many months or years?
If you have questions feel free to email or call. Thank you for your support of Brethren Disaster Ministries!
Cliff Kindy, South/Central Indiana Disaster Response Coordinator

The Center on Conscience and War is informing people that comments can be made to abolish
selective service registration, or if that cannot be done, then create a position for indicating
conscientious objection when young men register. You can learn more at http://
centeronconscience.org/co/conscientious-objection-and-the-draft/353-commission-onmilitary-national-and-public-service.html. This link provides an email address that you can use
to express your views on selective service.
The Church of the Brethren has curriculum to help youth learn about the Church of the Brethren peace
witness; part of the curriculum involves the youth writing and collecting references in order to be prepared if
the draft should be reinstated. More information is available at http://www.brethren.org/CO/.
BBT reminds us that November is open enrollment month.
Call Jeremiah Thompson, 800-746-1505, ext. 3368, for more
information.
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Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax
Carol Spicher Waggy, Interim District Executive Minister
carolspicherwaggy@gmail.com

Sarah O’Hara, District Administrative Assistant
scindocb@gmail.com

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Tina Rieman, Brethren Leadership Institute Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
To be decided

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
as needed

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester IN 46962

