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NEWSLETTER 2016

“See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the
enemy; and nothing will hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but
rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”
--Luke 10:17-20 (NRSV)
It is October, the month of All Hallows Eve and snakes, scorpions and things we fear abound as
we approach the conclusion of this 10th month of the year and Halloween.
Snakes and spiders are real and sometimes make for dangerous encounters but the snakes,
scorpions and fears most of us deal with are a different kind. A quote from The Atlantic Politics and
Policy Daily: “Fear is in the air, and fear is surging. Americans are more afraid today than they have been
in a long time: Polls show majorities of Americans worried about being victims of terrorism and crime,
numbers that have surged over the past year to highs not seen for more than a decade. Every week
seems to bring a new large- or small-scale terrorist attack, at home or abroad. Mass shootings form a
constant drumbeat. Protests have shut down large cities repeatedly, and some have turned violent.
Overall crime rates may be down, but a sense of disorder is constant.”
Think of the fear and suffering we know exists in our world. Can you imagine what suffering the
girls of Chibok have endured?
Think of the despair and suffering the people of Haiti have and do endure in the wake of
Hurricane Matthew.
Think of the pain and fear that comes with sorting out our differences and finding our way
forward in faith.
The apostle Paul reminds us that focus and repetition and determination are all a part of
accomplishing our goal of faith. He writes, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.” He
writes, “Press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.”
There is something comforting and valuable about having a goal and the practice of keeping
faith. There is reassurance in remembering that God has promised safe passage. Remember the words
of Paul in Romans 8: 38 and 39? “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
The district board met Saturday in retreat as they worked on a focus for the year ahead. They
came to agreement around the phrase; “Journeying together in Jesus.” Journeying with Jesus we need
not fear even snakes and scorpions!
--Beth

NEXT BLI COURSE
Dates and topic for the next Brethren Leadership Institute
course have been set:
Topic: Survey of the Old Testament
Professor: Bob Bowman
Dates: January 14 & 28, February 11
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Survey of the Old Testament will explore that "huge,
sprawling, tactless book" with an eye to its role in shaping
faith as well as its setting in its own time. Through a
combination of lectures and assigned discussions we will dip
into the Books of Law in the first weekend; books of History
and the Prophets in the second; and Psalms, Job, and other
writings in the final session. These are the scriptures Jesus
knew and assumed his listeners would understand as the
foundation for the Christian faith.

From the Northview congregation:
Northview's Alternative Christmas Fair
Saturday, November 12, 10:30-2:30.
Purchase gifts from charitable organizations which
promote peace, justice, fair trade, and
environmental stewardship.
Donate to global and local agencies as alternative
gifts to family and friends.
Homemade lunch served 11:30-1:30.

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT
item

Sept. 2016

5555 E 46th St. Indianapolis IN 46226
See www.NorthviewBrethren.org for more
information.

Sept. 2015

cong. self-allocation

$3,214

$11,594

other income

$1,562

($549)

restricted income

$2,569

$2,411

TOTAL INCOME

$7,345

$13,456

district expense

$8,367

$6,912

restricted expense

$3,037

$150

$11,404

$7,062

TOTAL EXPENSE

NET

($4,059)

District Fund Balance

$38,828

From the Marion congregation:
ANNUAL SWISS STEAK DINNER
Saturday, November 12
4:30 - 7 pm
Adults $9
Children $4
Marion Church of the Brethren
2302 S. Geneva Avenue Marion IN 46953
Call ahead for carry-outs (765-662-1600).

We rejoice with the Locust Grove Church of the Brethren in
the release of the Chibok schoolgirl they have been praying
for, Glory Mainta.

$6,394

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR
NOVEMBER
Nov. 6 - Please pray with us for Salamonie COB.
Nov. 13 - Please pray with us for Turnpointe Community COB.
Nov. 20 - Please pray with us for Union Grove COB.
Nov. 27 - Please pray with us for Upper Fall Creek COB.
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We ask you to remember our
sister churches and
denominational agencies in
prayer. Those listed are
suggestions for each week.

Sending Your Congregation’s Delegate to Annual Conference
In 2017, the 231st recorded Church of the Brethren Annual Conference will be held in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. And once again congregations will be encouraged to send a delegate to come together for
fellowship and to discern the business of the denomination. For those who may be unaware, here is some
information on sending a delegate from your congregation.
Why is it important for my congregation to send a delegate to Annual Conference?
Sending a delegate to Annual Conference is the only way to ensure your congregation has a say in decisions
that affect the whole church. The Annual Conference delegate body is one of the most important–if not the
highest–level of decision making in the Church of the Brethren. Each congregation may play a vital part in
Annual Conference by sending a delegate or delegates. The number of delegates a congregation may send is
relative to the number of members in the congregation.
Who can be a delegate and how many delegates does our congregation get?
Each congregation may choose who their delegate(s) may be, and all delegates must be full members of the
Church of the Brethren. The pastor of a congregation is not automatically a delegate.
The number of delegates allowed per congregation is based on its membership statistics as reported in the
Church of the Brethren Yearbook for the previous year. The number allowed is as follows:
1 – 200 members
1 delegate
201 – 400 members 2 delegates
401 – 600 members 3 delegates
What do delegates and their congregations get from Annual Conference?
Delegates benefit personally from the opportunities for spiritual renewal, continuing education, and faith
formation. Their congregations benefit from the spiritual growth that their church leadership may bring back
and share with the church. In addition to business sessions, each Conference features daily worship services,
Bible studies, insight sessions on a wide variety of topics, support groups, meal events, an exhibit hall with
booths and many free resources, a Brethren Press bookstore, and much more. All of these are open to every
Conference attendee. Every congregation that sends a delegate will also receive a copy of that year’s Annual
Conference minutes.
To take full advantage of sending a delegate, a congregation should make time for that person to report back
following the Conference, so that they can share the experience with the whole congregation.
Delegate registration for Grand Rapids will open online on Wednesday, March 1, 2017. The registration fee
for each delegate is $285. For more information about how to send a delegate to Annual Conference,
contact the Conference Office by email at annualconference@brethren.org, or call 800-323-8039 ext. 365.

Last year, only 24 congregations from our district sent delegates to Annual Conference. With
the location relatively close in 2017, what would it take to have all 45 represented?
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Nominations Sought for Denominational Positions
Our District Standing Committee representative, Kurt Borgmann, is on the nominating committee of Standing
Committee; they will be meeting the first week in January to set the ballot for the 2017 Annual Conference.
That means that you have from now to December 1 to make nominations for the following leadership
positions: Moderator, AC secretary, Program and Arrangements committee, Mission and Ministry Board,
Bethany, On Earth Peace and Brethren Benefit Trust Boards, World Council of Churches and Pastoral
Compensation Advisory Committee. Submissions may be submitted online at http://www.brethren.org/ac/
nominations/. You can contact Kurt at rkborgmann89@gmail.com if you have any questions.
Please note: One of the open positions on the Mission and Ministry Board is for someone from Area 2, which
includes our district.

Volunteers Needed for Annual Conference
Annual Conference will be June 28 to July 2, 2017, in Grand Rapids, Michigan. We've been hard at work
planning and getting coordinators in place. We're looking for many many volunteers to help make this
conference run smoothly. If you'd like to help, please contact the individual coordinators directly. With the
exception of loading and unloading the truck, volunteers need to be registered for conference.
Unloading the Truck Tuesday June 27: Contact Roy Wise at taraewise@gmail.com. The truck needs to be
reloaded on July 2.
Registration: Katherine Haff Contact: kahaff@gmail.com
Hospitality: Michele Kennedy Contact: michelenken@yahoo.com
Meal Ticket Sales: Roya Stern Contact: royastern@comcast.net
First Aid: Rosalie McBride Contact: rosalie.l.mcbride@gmail.com
Head Ushers: Becky and Gary Copenhaver Contact: bgcopenhaver@yahoo.com
Age Group Coordinators:
Early Childhood: Katie Polzin Contact: kpolzin2011@gmail.com
K-2: Paulette Reichenbach Contact: dpreichenbach@gmail.com
Grades 3-5: Jenny DeWeese Contact: brootdeweese@aol.com
Junior High: Laura Van Voorhis Contact: lauravanvoorhis@aol.com
Senior High: Dennis Beckner Contact: dennisbeckner@yahoo.com
Thank you for your enthusiasm and service!
Randy Short randyfordsales@gmail.com
Joanna Willoughby jojozazo@yahoo.com
Site Coordinators

Partnership in Prayer Requested
The Leadership Team of the Church of the Brethren and the executive committee of the Council of District
Executives meet Nov. 1-2 to work on the task assigned from this past summer’s Annual Conference. They
have asked that the church be in prayer for them during this meeting. Details are available at
www.brethren.org/news/2016/partnership-in-prayer-is-requested.html.
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Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday & Tuesday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday; 1st & 3rd Wednesdays
8 am - 12 noon

Tina Rieman, Brethren Leadership Institute Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Office Hours
as needed

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill St
North Manchester IN 46962

