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The children’s story where I worshiped Sunday was about practicing
faith. The storyteller, Lavonne, came dressed for running because later that day
she planned to run in the Camp Mack 5K Run. She began by telling the
children that she has been practicing in order to be ready for the run at camp
and asked the kids to join her in doing her exercises. They dutifully stood and
Lavonne said they would begin with toe touches. As they bent over to touch
their toes, she propped her foot on the front pew and leaned over and touched
her toe. The group protested that her style was all wrong.
Then she called for pushups. They got down on the floor to demonstrate
while Lavonne pushed her palms toward the ceiling and announced she was
done. The children protested that this was not going to help her get ready to
win the race. Next she asked for pull-ups. The children did a few sit-ups while
Lavonne explained that this part of her routine happened when she pulled up
her socks. They groaned. It gave Lavonne the opportunity to share that faith
and practice do indeed go together -- but we need to practice the right things.
A part of James 2:18 in The Message reads: “You can no more show me
your works apart from your faith than I can show you my faith apart from my
works. Faith and works, works and faith, fit together hand in glove.”
For a life of faith the right practice combines faith and work; prayers
and service, real practice rather than easy motions, all centered on the God we
worship, the Christ we follow and the Spirit’s guidance.
Let us be good practitioners of our faith!

-Beth

“[T]rain yourself to be godly. For physical training is of some value, but
godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.” - I Timothy 4:7b-8

Has your congregation participated in the Vital Ministry Journey? If not, booklets are available
at the District Office for the low cost of $1 each. This Bible study discussion guide has been well
received by many congregations across the denomination. If you have questions about it, please
contact the District Office or the District Board member who represents your section. (If you’re not
sure who that is, you can find a list on the district website.)
If your congregation has already completed this journey, you will want to consider the latest
resource from the Congregational Life office, Vital Passions, Holy Practices: Exploring Spiritual
Gifts. Learn more about this resource at http://www.brethren.org/congregationallife/spiritualgifts/.

NEWS FROM NIGERIA
Please continue to check www.brethren.org for news about and from our Nigerian sisters and
brothers. If you are not already subscribed to Newsline, you can sign up for that on the website; that
way you will get updates as they are available.
It is wonderful to see in your congregational newsletters that you are continuing to pray for the
kidnapped girls whose names you were given. May our prayers include all who are involved in this
tragedy.

DISTRICT CONFERENCE FOLLOW-UP
Last month’s report on District
Conference should have included the
appointment of Carole Seward to the Indiana
Camp Board.
The minutes of this year’s District
Conference are posted on the district
website.
District Conference evaluation forms
have been mailed or emailed to all
conference delegates. Non-delegates who
attended are welcome to fill out forms as
well. You can find the form through the
Conference page on the district website.

Awake, the 2014 Advent Devotional, is
available from Brethren Press. Sandy
Bosserman is the author; copies are
$2.75, $5.95 for large print.

SHINE CURRICULUM
Orders are now being taken for Quarter 2 of
the new Shine Curriculum. Also, teacher feedback
is sought as you are using the curriculum. Contact
Brethren Press at 800-441-3712 or order online at
www.brethrenpress.com . For more about the Shine
curriculum go to www.shinecurriculum.com or
check out the Shine Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/shinecurriculum .

DISTRICT NEWS

Pastoral Updates:
Burnettsville: searching
Eel River Community:
searching
Pastoral
Lower DeerUpdates
Creek: searching
Mexico: in transition

STEAK DINNER
Anderson Church of the Brethren
Thursday, November 6
4:30—7 p.m.

PANCAKE & SAUSAGE

$9.50 ($4.50 for children 12 and under)

BREAKFAST

ALL ARE WELCOME!

The men of the Huntington COB are
sponsoring an all-you-can-eat pancake and
sausage breakfast on Saturday morning, Oct.
25, from 8:00 to 10:00 AM.
There is no specific charge for the meal; a
free will offering will be taken. Proceeds from
the sale are to be split evenly between Camp
Mack and the church’s capital improvement
fund.
Come support the Huntington men in this
project.

Share your events with us!
We’d like to let others know of your
special events so that we may share in
them together. Deadline for the
December newsletter is November 13.
Let us know what Advent and
Christmas events you have planned!

Northview Church of the Brethren
(Indianapolis) will host their annual
Alternative Christmas Fair on
Saturday November 15th, from
10:30 am - 2:30 pm. Purchase gifts
from charitable organizations which
promote peace, justice, fair trade, and
environmental stewardship. Donate
to global and local agencies as
alternative gifts to family and
friends. Enjoy a homemade lunch for
a freewill donation, served from
11:30 - 1:30.
Shop with Principle, Purpose,
Pleasure.

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR
NOVEMBER

November 2 - Please pray with us for Brethren Disaster Ministries.
November 9 - Please pray with us for Huntington COB.
November 16 - Please pray with us for Hickory Grove COB.
November 23 - Please pray with us for Pleasant Dale COB.
November 30 - Please pray with us for Turnpointe Community COB.

We ask you to remember our sister
churches , district, and
denominational agencies in prayer.
Those listed are suggestions for
each week.

POWERHOUSE 2014: Welcome
November 15-16
The Powerhouse regional youth conference has reached its fifth anniversary! Powerhouse will return to Camp Mack again this
year, providing a weekend of worship, workshops, music, recreation, and more for senior high youth in the Midwest and their
advisors. We hope you can join us for this action-packed weekend! Opportunities will also be available to visit and tour the
Manchester University campus (about 45-50 minutes from Camp Mack) before or after the conference, and perhaps as a workshop
option on Saturday.
This year's theme is “Almost Christian: Seeking an Authentic Faith." Drawing from the book "Almost Christian" by Kenda Creasey
Dean, we will look at some of the characteristics vital to youth and young adults developing a faith life that is deep and meaningful.
Jonathan Shively, director of Congregational Life Ministries for the Church of the Brethren in Elgin, Ill., will be our keynote speaker for
three worship times during the weekend, examining some of these key elements of faith development.
Originally from Lancaster County, Pa., Jonathan studied at Elizabethtown College, Bethany Theological Seminary, and Fuller
Theological Seminary. He has been a pastor and directed educational programs for Bethany Theological Seminary. He is also a
talented musician and the father of several youth of his own. He and his family live in Elgin. We look forward to hearing from him
during our weekend together.
Cost this year will be $75 for youth, $65 for advisors (for extenuating circumstances, please contact us). Everyone will have a bed to
sleep in, and the camp will be preparing our meals.
If your group is coming from a distance and needs a place to stay in the area Friday night, please contact us and we can help you
make arrangements at Manchester University or with congregations in the area. Please be in prayer for this event, and encourage
your youth and advisors to attend.
Register at http://www.manchester.edu/powerhouse/registration.htm.
Walt Wiltschek, Campus Pastor
260-982-5243

October saw two big weekends in a row at
Camp Mack: The Annual Fall Festival, and the
first Annual 5K Run. For photos and
information about both events, check out
https://www.facebook.com/CampMack.

OCTOBER IS PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH
We’re glad for all who are participating in the Ministry Excellence Project
matching grant program in order to appreciate their pastors. Please take
time to give words of support to those who provide nurture and challenge
to us through the year with their thoughtful sermons and pastoral care.

The Church of the Brethren is seeking an individual to fill a full-time salaried position of coordinator of
Orientation, BVS. The coordinator of orientation is part of the Brethren Volunteer Service (BVS) team and
reports to the director of BVS. Please refer to the attached position posting for additional information.
Applications will be received beginning immediately and will be reviewed on an ongoing basis until the
position is filled. Qualified candidates are invited to request the application form by contacting:
Office of Human Resources
Church of the Brethren
1451 Dundee Avenue
Elgin, IL 60120
800-323-8039 ext. 367 – humanresources@brethren.org
More information can be found at http://www.brethren.org/about/
employment.html.

An allocation of $40,000 continues funding for a Brethren Disaster Ministries rebuilding project in
Toms River, N.J., following devastation caused by Superstorm Sandy in Oct. 2012. The ministry is partnering
with O.C.E.A.N., Inc., which is providing the land to build six single family homes in Berkeley Township, N.J.
The new homes, to be managed and maintained by O.C.E.A.N., Inc., will be rented on a sliding scale to low- and
moderate-income families with special needs who also were affected by Super Storm Sandy.
Currently construction of the first three homes is being completed, and construction on three more homes
is expected to begin as soon as the foundations are laid. Brethren Disaster Ministries anticipates the response in
this region to expand to include more new homes as well. Our district is responsible for staffing the site Nov.
2 - 8. All skill levels are welcome; if you are able to help, please call Cliff Kindy at 260-982-2971.

Has your church submitted a report of your Peace Day activities to On Earth Peace? If not, they can
be submitted to Peace Day@OnEarthPeace.org. To see reports of what other congregations did, visit
http://peacedaypray.tumblr.com/.
On Earth Peace has announced the retirement of Development Director Bob Gross at the end of
2014. Bob has been with On Earth Peace for 20 years, serving in a variety of roles. His tenure was
celebrated at the September Board meeting in New Windsor. Our District Executive Beth Sollenberger is
the Council of District Executives liaison to the On Earth Peace Board and was present for the occasion.

A letter from Ken Holderread made us aware of this opportunity being offered by the Plains to Pacific
Roundtable, a group of Brethren which has been meeting for ten years, looking for ways to support and
encourage small congregations in the Church of the Brethren. In conjunction with McPherson College,
these courses are being offered online at low cost. Please note that Bob Bowman from our district will be
teaching classes in March.
Ventures in Christian Discipleship courses announced
McPherson College has announced its course offerings in the 2014-2015 Ventures in Christian
Discipleship program. Ventures courses, while not for college credit, offer high-quality instruction at a
reasonable cost. The goal of the program is to empower lay people, especially in smaller congregations, to
more effectively carry out the work of discipleship, following in Jesus’ footsteps to transform ourselves and
the world. You are invited to journey with others on this new pathway sponsored by McPherson College.
For registration, course descriptions, and instructor introductions, go to www.mcpherson.edu/ventures.
(See below a brief listing of course offerings.)
Registering online is the preferred method. All course times are Central Time. Costs listed are per
person. Group rates of $75 per webinar are available for five or more participants who wish to gather in one
location for viewing and discussion. Prices are highly subsidized to encourage participation.
Technology Requirements for Online Courses: If you can surf the web, you will be able to
participate in our online courses! For the best experience, we recommend that you have a computer with high
-speed internet connection and external powered speakers. We encourage several people to share a computer
to participate in a course together! No camera or microphone needed for most courses.
2014-2015 Course offerings
November 2014 Courses to be taught by Duane Grady:
“Beyond the Numbers: the Power of Small Places (Think Small)”
November 8, 9am to noon
Online $15
“Laughing at Jonah and Sustaining Ourselves”
November 8, 1:30-4:30pm
Online $15
January 2015 Courses to be taught by Carol Wise:
(Note onsite option at McPherson College)
“A Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness: Engaging Social Justice Movements”
ON CAMPUS at McPherson College $15: January 9, noon-3:30pm
Online $15: January 10, 9am-noon
“Starting with the Basics: Language, Sex and Gender”
ON CAMPUS at McPherson College $15: January 9, 6:30-8:30pm
Online $15: January 10, 1:30-4:30pm
February 2015 Courses to be taught by Jd. Bowman:
“Innovation on a Timeline: Embracing Your Creativity Angels”
February 7, 9am to noon
Online $15
“Come to the Table, but Bring Your Crayons”
February 7, 1:30-4:30pm
Online $15
March 2015 Courses to be taught by Bob Bowman:
“Reading the Bible for Spiritual Growth”
March 14, 9am to noon
Online $15
“Reading Church History for Spiritual Growth”
March 14, 1:30-4:30pm

Online $15

Peacefully, Simply, Together.
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org
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