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Some of you know that I agreed to teach a class at Manchester University this fall.
The course title is “Jesus and the Gospels.” As is often the case this teacher is
learning more than her students. Since talking about Jesus and the Bible is
something I thoroughly enjoy I have babbled on and more often than not I have
wondered why it has been so difficult to see any glimmer of response in the faces of
the others sitting patiently in the classroom. And then it was time for a midterm
and then I read the answers and then we actually had a real conversation!
To quote one student worrying about maintaining a respectable grade, “this class is
really interesting and I don’t want to drop it but I didn’t grow up in the church and
sometimes I am just lost.” Suddenly the blank faces made sense to me. Obviously I
was operating under a set of assumptions that were wrong! We have done a reboot
and last time the class met we began with some basics; the Bible contains an Old
and a New Testament. The larger numbers and the number before the colon signify
the chapter. Smaller print numbers and those after the colon mark the verses. That
class session went so much better! Beginning at the same starting point means we
can make actual progress as we study together.
I suspect it is the same in the church. It is hard work to share the gospel with
people who have not grown up studying the Bible and experiencing the church
traditions that we often assume everyone loves. We have to back up and begin
closer to the beginning with some basic stuff. Matthew’s Jesus says, “Go and make
disciples of all nations.” Sometimes we forget that there are people who speak our
language and folks who live next door waiting to hear the good news of Jesus and
experience the love of God in language and action they can comprehend.
Tonight in class we are going to consider the Good Samaritan and ponder our
neighbors. Maybe you know a few!
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself. (Luke 10:27)
That would be the New Testament, 3rd gospel, 10th chapter and 27th verse – I’m
learning.

Beth
One of the things I cherish is being connected with the members of the congregations of our district. It is always startling to
me to learn long after the fact that a baby has been born, a serious accident happened or a death occurred. I want to be
caring in the moment as well as later in the process. Would you please add my name to your congregation's prayer list? That
way prayers can be shared in a more timely manner. Thanks for your help. bsollenberger@brethren.org
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Living Faith COB

- SAVE THE DATE Arcadia COB Annual Soup Supper
and Craft Fair
Sat., Nov. 2, 2013
10am—7pm
Loyalty/Harvest Dinner Hog Roast
Mexico COB
Sat., Nov. 9 - 6:30pm

A Quiet Place Prayer
Center

Northview Alternative Christmas Fair
November 9, 2013
The Northview Alternative Christmas Fair will be
held November 9 from 10:30 to 2:30.
The Alternative Christmas fair is an opportunity for people
to purchase gifts that make a difference in the world, by
contributing to various non-profit agencies. There will also
be an abundance of baked goods and homemade crafts for
purchase, and a variety of soups to sample for lunch.
This year’s vendors include: Global Gifts, SITEAW, Second
Starts, Richard Propes' Heart n' Sole Film Fest, and Imani
Project, Heifer International; Trees for Life; and Church
World Service. Proceeds from Northview’s homemade
crafts, baked goods and lunch service will benefit Imani
Project and Coburn Place.

Brochures for A Quiet Place schedules can
now be found on the District website at:
http://www.scindcob.org/donations.html.

Share your events with us!
We’d like to let others know of your
special events so that we may share in
them together. Send us information
on these events and we will let the
rest of the District know the details
of “Happenings in the District”!!

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR
NOVEMBER
Nov. 3 - Please pray with us for Turnpointe Community COB.
Nov. 10 - Please pray with us for Liberty Mills COB.
Nov. 17 - Please pray with us for Grandview COB.
Nov. 24 - Please pray with us for Guernsey COB.
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We are asking you to
remember our sister churches
and denominational agencies in
prayer this year. Those listed
are merely suggestions for
the week.

Greetings!
We’re ready for the fourth year of Powerhouse, the regional youth conference for the Midwest. The
event is organized by Manchester University and this year will be held at a new venue: Camp Alexander
Mack in Milford, Ind. The dates are Nov. 16-17.
Registration is now officially open at www.manchester.edu/powerhouse. There you will find a variety of
information and forms needed for each participant to register. All forms must be completed for
participants to attend. Forms should be downloaded, printed, and mailed to Manchester University
when completed; please make enough copies so that each participant has one copy of each form.
Cost this year will be $65 for youth participants and a discounted rate of $60 for advisors. A late fee of
$10 applies after for registrations received after Nov. 8 (for extenuating circumstances, please contact
us). These amounts are slightly higher than in previous years due to going to the camp, but it brings
extra amenities of beds to sleep in, buffet-service meals, and other logistical benefits. Opportunities for
tours and other events at Manchester University will be available before and after the conference.
As in previous years, the schedule will be filled with energetic worship, workshops, recreation, music,
fun and games, and good fellowship. Bethany Theological Seminary students Tim and Audrey
Hollenberg-Duffey will be our keynote leaders for the weekend, guiding us through the theme: “On
Earth as it is in Heaven: Stories from the Garden” (from Isa. 61 and other texts). It should be an
excellent and inspiring weekend.
If your group is coming from a distance and needs a place to stay in the area Friday night, please contact
us and we can help you make arrangements with local congregations or at Manchester University;
lodging at Camp Mack may also be available at a cost.
Please be in prayer for this event, encourage your youth and advisors to attend, and begin reflecting on
the seeds that have been planted in your life, and the growth that has come.
Walt Wiltschek, Campus Pastor
260-982-5243
wjwiltschek@manchester.edu
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Greetings! Manchester University’s Radically Obedient Brethren
Outreach Team (ROBOT) is gearing up for its third season of
leading worship and visiting with area congregations. The team
leads all aspect of worship, including the message; it asks only for
assistance with music (an accompanist, etc.) from the local
congregation. It’s helpful if the host church can provide lunch for
the team (usually 5-8 people), but there is no cost for a visit.
At this point we have three or four openings yet for spring 2014,
with the following dates as options: Feb. 23, March 2, March 9, April
6, April 13, and April 27. It’s easiest to visit congregations in about a
90-minute radius from Manchester, but occasional longer/
overnight trips can be arranged. If you have interest in scheduling a
team, please contact Walt Wiltschek at
WJWiltschek@manchester.edu or 260-982-5243. It’s first come,
first served, but with preference to congregations we haven’t visited
recently. We look forward to seeing some of you this spring.
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Walt Wiltschek
Campus Pastor/Director of Church Relations

Forms, Forms, Forms . . .
Form B has been mailed from the Yearbook office in Elgin to all
congregations. This Form requests mailing addresses for such positions as
board chair, treasurer, deacon contact, youth workers, etc., and will be due
in the Yearbook office by December 31, 2013.
The Statistical Form, which requests membership, attendance,
ministerial, and financial information for 2013, will be mailed to each
congregation in early January with a due date of March 17, 2014.
Form A, which requests each church’s contact, ministerial, and disability
information, will be mailed by April 1 with a due date of May 15, 2014.
Outreach Forms have been mailed and are due to the respective organizations by December 2, 2013.
The 2014 Directory Information Sheet for the South/Central Indiana District Directory has been
mailed and is due back to the District Office by December 19, 2013. This sheet is for the DISTRICT
Directory and will be used for our congregations in our district. Please update this form and return so
that others in our district will have correct information on your congregation.

Thank you for your support in encouraging others to vote for
Camp Mack during September and October in the Project
Spotlight Contest sponsored by the Beacon Credit Union. Camp
Mack placed first in the Kosciusko County completion. A check for
the first-place prize of $1,000 was presented to Camp Mack at the
Beacon Credit Union Office in Warsaw.
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Please pray . . .

Pastoral Updates

Some of you have asked for more information
about the court process and our disagreement
with those who have left the Roann Church of
the Brethren to become the Walk By Faith
Church. We have tried talking with them. We
have tried asking someone to help us talk
(mediation) and the court appointed a retired
judge to lead us through that effort. We were
unable to make progress and so we will need to
work through the court process. November 19
and 20 are the dates for our trial. We will be in
the Wabash County Court. Our attorney is Dave
Cox and the district board has asked Corky
Cordes, Aaron Gross and Mark Stahl to serve
with me as a team working to resolve this
matter. We covet your prayers as we proceed. If
you have questions please be in touch with me Beth Sollenberger, 260-982-8805 or
bsollenberger@brethren.org.

 Huntington - Tim Troyer will
be licensed Nov. 17
 Anderson - searching
 Burnettsville - Dave Nihiser retiring,
forming search committee
 Antioch - Gene Shively called

Friends,
Opportunities are abundant for 2014! Our district is scheduled for March 23-29, June15-21, July 27August 2, and November 2-8. At this time there are not specific sites, but the New Jersey coast is just
now starting to rebuild from Hurricane Sandy so that is likely to keep crews busy for some time.
Be creative as you decide how you can be involved. 1) This is far
enough in advance to set aside some vacation time for yourself.
2) Invite some friends to join you. It is great to spend time
together on a disaster project. 3) Go as a congregation. This is a
good way to build new energy for your church. Just choose a date
and give me a call. Usually fifteen people constitute a team so we
can combine two or three groups if necessary. 4) High school
classes or college groups may want to work out a way to be on the project. If you need suggestions on
how to make that happen, drop me an email. 5) Would you like new people to join your congregation?
Disaster work is a good entry to the Church of the Brethren. Invite a bunch of new folks to taste this part
of the path of discipleship to Jesus. 6) If you alone are ready to go, let me know and we will build a full
team from other congregations. Brethren Disaster Ministries is a transforming experience for all
participants.
Thank you for the ways you have already been part of this ministry and blessings to you as you seek
next steps!
Cliff Kindy, District Disaster Coordinator
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POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT
The Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership seeks to fill the half-time position, Coordinator of the
TRIM and EFSM Ministry Training Programs. The primary functions of the position are to administer
two of the four educational tracks required for set-apart ministry in the Church of the Brethren; work
with TRIM students and district coordinators, EFSM students and supervising pastors; coordinate onsite
and online learning options.
Interested candidates should possess the following qualifications and abilities:


Five years of effective leadership in pastoral ministry



Ordination and active membership in the Church of the Brethren



Master of Divinity degree



A record of regular continuing education experiences

Residence in Richmond, Indiana or the surrounding area preferred
Applications and a more complete job description are available from the executive assistant to the
president and will be accepted until the position is filled. Interested candidates should send their
resumes to:
Shaye Isaacs, Executive Assistant to the President
Bethany Theological Seminary
615 National Road West
Richmond, IN 47374
or by email to: isaacsh@bethanyseminary.edu
The Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership is a ministry training partnership of Bethany
Theological Seminary and the Church of the Brethren, Office of Ministry.

Write Peace!
Bethany Peace Essay Contest. Bethany Theological Seminary is
encouraging seminary, graduate school, college, and high school
students to think creatively about peacemaking and to share those thoughts for the greater good.
The Bethany Peace Essay Contest invites reflections on how personal and local peacemaking efforts
can address universal concerns. Participants may choose to explore this theme in one of the
following areas, relating to personal experience: art, music, or poetry; the just peace movement;
protest or change movements; social media, or interfaith efforts. Prizes of $2000, $1000, and $500
will be awarded for the top three essays. Go to www.bethanyseminary.edu/peaceessay for more
information or contact Bekah Houff at houffre@bethanyseminary.edu or 765-983-1809.
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Vital Ministry Journey
You may have heard at District Conference about a new,
exciting opportunity for you and your congregation. The
district board is inviting every congregation in our district
to begin planning to participate in the Vital Ministry Journey.
Vital Ministry Journey (VMJ) is a process that empowers congregations in the Church of the
Brethren. Vital Ministry Journey is for congregations whose leadership desires that their church
recapture a dynamic vision and mission so as to live abundantly and be God’s blessing to its
community. Scripture reminds us and the Vital Ministry Journey assists us in remembering: “You’re
here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the world. . . By opening up to others, you'll prompt
people to open up with God. . .” —Mt. 5.14-16 (The Message)
Vital Ministry Journey includes Bible Study. It is also an inspiring process that empowers and
encourages congregations to live into a dynamic vision and abundant mission, sharing God’s
blessing with its community. Congregations of every size, context and location prayerfully and
creatively envision what God wants to emerge through them.
Please consider joining the other congregations of our district committed to participating in the
Vital Ministry Journey. If you have questions please be in touch!
Beth Sollenberger bsollenberger@brethren.org or 260-982-8805.

2013 FALL BITTERSWEET GOSPEL BAND TOUR
www.Bittersweetgospelband.blogspot.com / and Find us on Facebook and iTunes
Contact: Scott Duffey, sduffey11@gmail.com, 540-414-1539
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31 – 12-1:00 PM – Bethany Seminary Peace Forum
615 National Road West, Richmond, Indiana
9:00 PM – Manchester University - 604 E. College Avenue, North Manchester, Indiana
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1 – Columbia City Church of the Brethren
Food Bank Fundraiser/ Ivory and Anna at 6:30/ Bittersweet at 7:15 PM
112 N. Washington Street, Columbia City, Indiana
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2 – Pleasant Chapel Church of the Brethren
5:00 PM Dinner/ 6:00 PM Concert - 1993 County Road 8, Ashley,
Indiana
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3 – 9:00 AM WORSHIP – Decatur Church of God
1129 Mercer Avenue, Decatur, Indiana

8

9

10

6:30pm, District
Board mtg.,
Grandview
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6:45pm, MIV, Marion
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BETH at Richmond*
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24

6:30, P & A mtg.,
Kokomo
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BETH at Huntington*
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BETH at Richmond
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Office Closed
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Office Closed

15

Office Closed
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Friday

Office Closed

Office Closed
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BETH AT BBT MEETINGS

9:30am, Historical
Comm. mtg. at District
Office
Noon, WIM,
Huntington
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S/C Indiana District – November 2013

NATIONAL JR HIGH
SUNDAY

Monday

3

Sunday

30
*Sunday
morning visits
are tentative

Camp Board mtgs.

23

VITAL MINISTRY
TRAINING at
KOKOMO

16

BETH at Richmond

9

2

Saturday

Peacefully, Simply, Together
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

South/Central Indiana District Office
Church of the Brethren
Leslie Pettit, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

District website:

Office Hours
Mon - Thurs

9am-12noon

Phone
260-982-8805

Office Hours
Mon, Wed, Thurs

8am - 12 noon

Tues

8am - 2pm

Fri

CLOSED

www.scindcob.org

Denominational website:

www.brethren.org
South/Central Indiana District Office

Please remember to recycle this newsletter.

South/Central Indiana District Office
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill St.
North Manchester, IN 46962-1835

Church of the Brethren

