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I was reacquainted with a favorite hymn of mine recently:
What gift can we bring, what present, what token?
What words can convey it – the joy of this day?
When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing,
what song can we offer in honor and praise?
Give thanks for the past, for those who had vision,
Who planted and watered so dreams could come true.
Give thanks for the now, for study, for worship,
For mission that bids us turn prayer into deed.
Give thanks for tomorrow, full of surprises,
for knowing whatever tomorrow may bring,
we’re given God’s word that always forever,
we rest in God’s keeping and live in God’s love.
This gift we now bring, this present, this token,
These words can convey it – the joy of this day!
When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing,
This song we now offer in honor and praise!
Jane Marshall
Our journey overlaps with those who have come before us, and influences those who come after us,
and we are blessed. Through it all is the gift and celebration of Jesus Christ, his life and teachings, his
death, resurrection and gift of eternal life to all who believe. What a wonderful opportunity we have
to live and share the good news of God’s love, Christ’s salvation and the Holy Spirit’s power over our
living. What gift can we offer but to share the good news with all we meet along the journey we call
life?
--Beth

Evaluation of District Ministries
Greetings from the South Central Indiana District Board.
For the last year we have been working at a means of gauging the health of our district, including what we're
doing well and what we might be able to do better, and that means we need your input. You are invited to
provide feedback through a simple survey via this link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/scind-memb2.
If you are unable to access the survey electronically, you may obtain a paper copy and have your feedback
included through the district office. All responses will be collected by a consultant who is working with the
Church of the Brethren Office of Ministry, and evaluated with the board followed by a report to the district at
large. Survey feedback concludes at the end of the day on Friday, June 1.
Thank you for your prayerful participation.

Preparing for Annual Conference 2018
Those who are registered as delegates to this year’s Annual Conference should have
received their Annual Conference booklets by now and may already be exploring the
business items and other information for the 2018 Annual Conference in Cincinnati,
Ohio, but there is even more information available to delegates as well as nondelegates. At www.brethren.org/ac/2018/business, you can find access to all kinds
of helpful information, including links to business items and the ballot, as well as an Annual Conference
briefing video from Annual Conference Moderator Samuel Sarpiya and Annual Conference Secretary Jim
Beckwith. The video is a little less than 40 minutes long and is divided into multiple sections so that you can
pick and choose the information you need, especially in regard to business items.
The first seventeen minutes or so include an orientation to the conference center area in Cincinnati, local
opportunities and attractions, the conference theme along with information about worship, offerings and the
witness to the host city, some delegate information and information about business process. Of particular
interest will be the news that this year there will be no Jubilee afternoon. Instead, that time will be devoted
to focusing on the “Compelling Vision.”
In the rest of the video, the Moderator and the Secretary explain the seven items of unfinished business and
the five items of new business. Also of note is the information that in 2019, there will be no new business
considered by the conference and instead the Annual Conference will continue to work on the Compelling
Vision under the guiding statement, “Confessing Jesus Christ as Teacher, Redeemer, and Lord, we desire to
serve Him by proclaiming, professing, and walking in His way together bringing His peace to our broken
world. Join us in reclaiming a new passion for Christ and helping set a course for our future as the Church of
the Brethren serving Him in our communities and in the world!”
I encourage delegates to watch the briefing video and to use it to share the information with their
congregations. If you have questions or comments for me in advance of Annual Conference, you can reach
me by phone at 260-982-7523 or by email at rkborgmann89@gmail.com.
Blessings,
Kurt Borgmann
S/C Indiana Standing Committee Delegate
Note that a copy of the above-mentioned video is available to borrow from the District Office.
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Guernsey: interviewing.
Manchester: seeking full-time
youth pastor.
Pipe Creek: searching.
Pleasant Dale: seeking full-time youth pastor.
Wabash: interviewing.

DISTRICT WOMEN’S CAMP
May 31 - June 2 at Camp Mack
Women’s Camp is just around the corner and the
committee of Deb Hood, Jenny and Gerri Lantz and
Carolyn Mosson are already planning for our special
time together. Verna Davis will again be our guest
speaker with the theme, Sisters of Faith II.
Verna is a very inspirational and entertaining
woman of God. The ost is $120 full-time, part-time
is $75 (1 night, 3 meals), one day $40 (3 meals).
Registration forms are available in your church
office or can be obtained by emailing
cjmosson@geetel.net or calling 765-379-2166.
Deadline for registration is preferred by April 20th.
Refunds are available until May 14th.

Message from the Bucket Committee:
Dear Friends,
Last year, natural disasters caused great need for
clean-up buckets from Church World Service. South/
Central Indiana District is responding to the need by
asking each congregation to fill at least one clean-up
bucket to restock the supply for CWS. (Eel River
Community COB already delivered 12 buckets to the
district office.)

Hope to see you there!

Someone will be delivering a bucket to your
congregation in the next two months. Bucket
content lists will be sent to each congregation and
can be found at https://cwskits.org/assemble-kits/
emergency-cleanup-buckets/.

ANDERSON COB CELEBRATES
The Anderson Church of the Brethren will be
celebrating their 125th Anniversary on Friday, June
22 with a musical evening, and other events on
Saturday, June 23 and Sunday, June 24. Please
watch for more details in next month’s newsletter.

Please bring your completed clean-up buckets to
District Conference on September 15 at the
Grandview Church of the Brethren.
Bucket Committee: Diana Bucher, Earl Doll, Bickey
Garber, Theresa Sites

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR MAY

May 6 - Please pray with us for Huntington COB and the Western Pennsylvania District.
May 13 - Please pray with us for the Church Planting Conference May 17-19 at Bethany Seminary.
May 20 - Please pray with us for Kokomo COB and the Puerto Rico District.
May 28 - Please pray with us for Camp Mack as they begin their summer season.
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Brethren Leadership Institute (BLI)
BLI is an Academy Certified Training System (ACTS) of the Brethren Academy of Ministerial Leadership
sponsored and administered right here in the South Central District. It is a program designed for those in our
District who seek to explore and/or answer a call to ministry and to further educate themselves in the work
of ministerial leadership. BLI is a 3-year program that consists of 12 courses ranging from Biblical
Interpretation to Introduction to Pastoral Care to Worship Practices (a complete list of courses can be seen
on the BLI button on our website). Courses are designed to stand alone, meaning that if one particular course
is of interest, you may participate in that class either for credit or to audit the course.
The real blessing of this program however is the camaraderie and bonding that takes place among the
students. Our District is full of wonderful and diverse people. This program creates the space that allows
those people to learn, interact and grow from and with each other. That learning and growth is then carried
back with the students to their home congregations to be integrated and shared with others. It is programs
like this that help to strengthen our denomination as well as our understanding of our God and all God’s
creatures.
The current class is History of the Church, taught by Mark Flory Steury, with the 2nd session on April 28th at
the Marion Church of the Brethren, 2302 S Geneva Ave, Marion, Ind., 46953-2808.
If you would like more information, please contact us at brethrenleadershipinstitute@gmail.com or 260-9828805.

District Youth Rally
DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT
item
cong. self-allocation

March 2018

March 2017

10,829

10,210

4375

971

0

0

TOTAL INCOME

$15,204

$11,181

district expense

13,569

8236

357

193

$13,926

$8,479

$1,278

$2,702

$59, 743

$58,076

other income
restricted income

restricted expense
TOTAL EXPENSE

NET
District Fund Balance
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Regretfully, the April Youth Rally was canceled
due to insufficient registrations. If you have an
interest in seeing the youth in our district
connect with one another, please contact Brian
Mackie, pastor@whitebranchcob.org, or Rob
Miller, humanpastor@gmail.com.

District Conference Information
We hope you all have your calendars marked for
District Conference on Saturday, September 15,
at the Grandview Church of the Brethren.
Please be praying for Moderator Cindy Dunk, as
she prepares to lead us with the theme “Love is
a Command,” based on John 13:34.
Working with Cindy to plan District Conference
is the Program and Arrangements Committee:
Tom Allbaugh, Lorie Bowman, Debbie Craig,
Mike Fry, Erin Huiras, Gerry Longenbaugh, and
Flora Williams.

Brethren Disaster Ministries Update, Resurrection Week, 2018
First, some details for continental US BDM: Eureka, Mo., project is now closed; it is moved to Lumberton,
North Carolina, for a rebuilding project after Hurricane Matthew. S/C Indiana District is responsible for 15
volunteers September 9-15. Then, November 25-December 1 we share the fifteen positions with the Illinois/
Wisconsin District. Are there congregations interested in these two weeks or willing to join with others to
form a team?
Secondly, projects are coming together in Puerto Rico and the US Virgin Islands. Hurricanes Irma and Maria
devastated those islands; it may be at least another year before government organizations can begin the
rebuilding process on family homes. BDM is jumpstarting the case management stage and hopes to begin
rebuilding soon. Cleanup may start during April in the Virgin Islands with rebuilding shortly after. Puerto Rico
will open initially with Church of the Brethren families and then expand into those communities but it will be
a slower start. Are you willing to volunteer? What about neighbors, co-workers, family?
Housing, lodging and tools will be provided for the volunteers who travel down to PR or the VI. It is hoped
that volunteers going for just one week will pay their own transportation and those willing to stay at least
two weeks to a month will have help with costs as needed. Spanish language will be helpful, not required,
and masonry/concrete skills would be much appreciated. Do you have masons in your circles who would be
willing to join this major effort?
With questions or willingness to volunteer, call Cliff at 260-982-2971.

Global Women’s Project
Global Women’s Project announces our annual Mother’s Day Gratitude Project! Rather
than buying more material gifts for your loved one, express your gratitude with a gift that
helps other women around the world. Your donation allows us to fund projects focused on
women’s health, education, and employment. In return, your chosen recipient(s) will
receive a lovely, hand-written card indicating that a gift has been made in her honor, with
a brief description of GWP.
If you would like to honor a woman in your life by a gift to GWP, please mail it to
Global Women's Project
c/o Tina Rieman
508 Miami St
North Manchester IN 46962
(make checks payable to GWP)
Print-ready bulletin inserts are available from the district office. More information about GWP can be found
at www.globalwomensproject.wordpress.com.

5

Immerse!
June 21-26, 2018
Bible immersion and Brethren history program
For students who have completed grades 6-8
On the Bethany Seminary campus in Richmond, Indiana
“If you are thinking of going, just go because it is amazing and you learn so much!”

What is it all about?







Studying the book of James deeply to see how it can change your life
Learning from professors and asking questions that matter to you
Visiting the Brethren Heritage Center
Playing games together
Planning closing worship

Finding new friends who share your interests and excitement for learning
Listening for where God is calling you

What does it cost?
Due to a generous grant, all participants will receive a full scholarship. Students pay only for their transportation
to and from the event and a $25 registration fee.

Camp Mack 5K on May 6
The Camp Mack 5K is coming up! On Sunday, May 6th, the annual Camp Mack 5K Run/Walk begins with
registration at 12:30. The Kid's Fun Run starts at 2:30 with the 5K beginning at 3:00. The
church with the most participants gets the traveling trophy to keep through the year. This
honor has been won by Bethany Church of the Brethren the last two years. Adult registrations
are $25.00. Registrations for the Fun Run are $15.00. Race shirts are provided, but are only
guaranteed for those who register by April 17th.
See if your congregation can be the winner of this year's trophy and have fun together at the same time. The
proceeds go toward the programming at Camp Mack, so you know it is an important event. If you need more
information, call Deb at Camp Mack. 574-658-4831.

Church Planting Conference
Registrations are still being accepted for the church planting conference, May 16-19, at
Bethany Seminary. Information can be found at www.brethren.org. This event is
planned by the following:
New Church Advisory Committee: Rudy Amaya, Ryan Braught, Steve Gregory,
Don Mitchell, Deb Oskin, Nate Polzin, Cesia Salcedo, Doug Veal.
Discipleship Ministries staff: Gimbiya Kettering, Randi Rowan, Stan Dueck.
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South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
Peacefully, Simply, Together.
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Don Fecher, Brethren Leadership Institute Asst.
brethrenleadershipinstitute@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday & Tuesday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
as needed

Phone 260-982-8805; Fax 260-982-7181
District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester IN 46962

