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In less than two weeks, on May 6, the Brethren Leadership Institute is holding a preaching clinic at the
Anderson Church of the Brethren. I hope many of the preachers of our district will participate. This is an
opportunity to share your skills as a preacher, to receive some feedback from fellow preachers and
receive some CEUs in the process. The scripture of the day (which will be the lectionary text May 21)
comes from John 14:15-21. So pull out a few commentaries, do a little pondering and come ready to
share a short sermon on the text.
To start your thinking here is an excerpt from a sermon on the text by Rev. Dr. Barbara K. Lundblad, a
professor of preaching at Union Theological Seminary in New York City and a minister in the ELCA:
Years ago I read something rather odd: "The reason mountain climbers are tied together
is to keep the sane ones from going home." Whoever said that was playing with us a bit,
for we know mountain climbers are tied together to keep from getting lost or going over a
cliff. But there's another piece of truth here. When things get tough up on the mountain,
when fear sets in, many a climber is tempted to say, "This is crazy! I'm going home." The
life of faith can be like that - doubts set in, despair overwhelms us, and the whole notion
of believing in God seems crazy. Jesus knew his disciples would have days like that. So he
told them we're tied together like branches on the vine - or like climbers tied to the rope tied together by the Spirit, to trust in one who is always more than we can understand, to
keep us moving ahead on the journey of faith, to encourage us when believing seems
absurd. "I will not leave you orphaned," said Jesus. "I am coming to you.”
If you are an experienced preacher, never did that before, a current or prospective student in BLI, or
simply one who has listened to so many sermons over the years you would like to try preaching one, I
hope you will join us in Anderson with your message to share.
See details about the day on page 6.

LATE-BREAKING NEWS!
Thursday, April 27, 7 pm, the Bittersweet Gospel Band will be
performing at Living Faith Church of the Brethren. See details on p. 4.

Moderator's Message
2017 District Conference Theme: Good News...From Generation to Generation
(Matthew 28:16-20...Psalm 145:4)
How is community formed the best? Is it only by intimate sharing, forbearance and conflict
resolution? Or is it by living for something greater than yourself? Chapter Five in Michael Frost's book Exiles
opens with a story about how boys become men in an African tribe. They are sent off together with their
peers into the wilderness to survive. When they return, they are deemed men. What happens in the
wilderness? They band together for survival and return. They join a mission together. In the process they
become a community. Think sports teams. Think music groups. Think military units. Think BVS units. Think
short-term mission teams. Think Brethren Way of Christ weekends. Think favorite books or movies. Think the
12 apostles. Community is often formed as a by-product of pursuing a common mission.
Frost admits in chapter 5 that he once thought the Christian life was all about community. In the
1980s and 1990s, he and others experimented with church planting based on this concept. Later, however,
he realized that community is not the goal, but instead a by-product of serving a greater cause, which for the
church is the kingdom mission of reconciling the world to God, reconciling people to each other and
reconciling the creation to shalom. This concept affirmed my desire for our district this year.
What our district needs is to pursue joining with God in God's mission of reconciliation. A by-product
is community. I believe we have made great strides toward community in these past few years as a district.
However, just getting along and bearing with differences in each other is not the end goal, although it is
certainly better than the alternative and does help us fulfill the commandment to love each other. What we
need is a missional mindset.
Individually many of us have strong convictions about being evangelical or liberal. As local
congregations we have the same. Regardless of where our theological bent is, God has called us on mission
to help people love God, love others and love the creation. We need to do this in both action and
proclamation. People need to both experience and hear about God's love and grace. The goal needs to be the
mission. In so doing, I believe we will better experience community.
We need to join God in helping people to be born-again (or saved/justified) and receive grace, mercy
and forgiveness from sins. We need to join God in helping end racial and social injustices. We need to join
God in helping people live lives of faithfulness and integrity. We need to join God in helping poor people to
experience God's provision. We need to join God in helping people hear, read and understand the Bible. We
need to join God in helping people to better resolve conflict.
As a district and denomination, let us join in God's mission, as those not wanting to either abandon or
assimilate with the surrounding culture. Instead, as the American cultural tides continue to shift, let us join in
God's mission to be salt and light in that world and make disciples (or followers) of Jesus through our words
about Jesus and our actions reflecting Jesus. If that is our district's and denomination's goal, I believe we will
also experience a greater sense of community.
Here are two recommended reads from Australian Missional Thinkers:
Frost, Michael. Exiles: Living Missionally in a Post-Christian Culture. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2006.
Hirsch, Alan. The Forgotten Ways: Reactivating Apostolic Movements. Revised Ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Brazos
Press, 2016.
--Brian Mackie, 2017 S/C Indiana District Moderator

See p. 4 for more information about this year’s District Conference.
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Union Grove: Search committee is
meeting.

DISTRICT WOMEN’S CAMP

CHICKEN AND NOODLES DINNER

June 1-3 at Camp Mack

Sat., May 6, 4 - 7:30 pm

This year’s theme is What is Love? with guest leader
Cinde Lucas (www.cindelucas.com). Come for fun,
fellowship, and inspiration! Registration for the full
time is $117; the deadline is May 5. This event is open
to all women; come and bring your friends. Part-time
registration is available.

Marion Church of the Brethren
2303 S Geneva Ave.
Adults $8.50, Children (under 10) $3.50
Proceeds benefit the Nigeria Crisis Fund.

More information is available from the district office,
or you can email tekwealo@gmail.com or call 765-9931573. This year’s planning committee is Jenny Lantz,
Jenny Ekwealor, and Ruthanne Ekwealor.

PULLED PORK/BARBECUED CHICKEN
DINNER

April 30 Mission Education Event
Today, did you drink water, shower, brush your teeth
with sparkling clear water? If so, you are blessed. Be
a part of blessing people in Haiti with the same
refreshing experiences. Hear the district's plan to
participate in a desalination project for the Haitians.
Any thought of ever going on a mission trip? How
about serving in Nigeria? A foursome from Eel River
Community recently returned from such a mission and
will share some of their experiences. Another trip is
being planned for the South/Central District. Plan to
go. Go for someone else, or give funds so someone
else can go.
Be a part of learning the exciting plans of your church
serving around the world. Share in a love offering for
these two ventures. Marion CoB, Sunday, April 30,
2:00-4:00 P.M. Refreshments included.

Friday, May 12, 4 - 7 pm
Wabash Church of the Brethren
645 Bond St.
Adults $9, Children 5-12 $5, under 5 free
Proceeds for Wabash County Homeless
and NYC 2018.

Our sympathies are extended to
Bethel Center Pastor and District
Board member Ellen Adney, whose
mother died on April 5.

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR MAY
May 7 - Please pray with us for Huntington COB and the Missouri and Arkansas District.
May 14 - Please pray with us for Kokomo COB and the Northern Plains District.
May 21 - Please pray with us for Lafayette COB and the Northern Ohio District.
May 28 - Please pray with us for Camp Mack.
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DISTRICT CONFERENCE INFORMATION
Pre-Conference CEUs Event will be held at the Bethany Church of the Brethren (New Paris), Friday afternoon,
September 15.
District Minister Beth’s Leadership Dinner will be Friday at the Bethany Church of the Brethren.
There will be a campfire at Camp Mack Friday evening.
Friday night housing is available at Camp Mack and needs to be arranged directly with them. See rates below.
Saturday will include an auction of favorite desserts. Each congregation is asked to provide one dessert for
sale, and all attendees should come prepared to spend a lot of money!
Canceled stamps continue to be collected and sold, with proceeds going to Compañeros en Ministerio; plan
to bring your collection to district conference.

Camp Mack Lodging Rates

BITTERSWEET MINISTRIES

574-658-4831

The Bittersweet Gospel Band began as an extension
of Bittersweet Ministries, at the time a rehabilitation
home for men in East Los Angeles. The home,
founded by Pastor Gilbert Romero, was a half-way
house, a safe place, where men young and old could
find stability, self-discipline and healing from their
broken lives as gang members, drug users, alcoholics,
and the abuse they suffered from the hands of
others.

Mike@campmack.org
Cabins $15 per person
Lodge $25 per person
Family in a cabin $35
Private room in a lodge $35
Bedding $9 each
Family in a Lodge $60

Pastor Gilbert came out of this same world when God
called him to ministry. In the mid-1990s, the Band
began to minister to the main stream of the Church of
the Brethren, and to other denominational and nondenominational churches as well, with a focus on
reaching out to youth and breaking down walls of
cultural division. With the Band's music and Gilbert's
preaching, Bittersweet concerts take on a revival
atmosphere.

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT
item

March 2016

March 2017

cong. self-allocation

9515

10,210

other income

4732

971

815

0

TOTAL INCOME

$15,062

$11,181

district expense

6789

8236

restricted expense

3876

193

$10,666

$8,479

$4,396

$2,702

$41,479

$58,076

restricted income

TOTAL EXPENSE

NET
District Fund Balance

Pastor Gilbert is a dynamic speaker and presenter, as
well as a smooth vocalist, percussionist, and
songwriter. Joining him since 1997 is Pastor Scott
Duffey, who plays guitar, sings, and also writes some
of the music. Scott and Gilbert are from different
worlds, but God has put them together as a model for
intercultural ministry.
Living Faith COB is especially glad to welcome the
Bittersweet Gospel Band to their church for a
concert on April 27, because they are sending a
mission group to Mexico to work with Bittersweet
Ministries from July 31 - August 5.
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BDM Coming at You!
1) Brethren Disaster Ministries has two job openings. One is the Rebuilding Program Assistant with BDM. The
other is the Program Assistant with Children's Disaster Services. Even if you are not interested, please
encourage others who may want to check out these important job positions. Act quickly!
2) Through BDM there are volunteer rebuilding opportunities with Mennonite Disaster Service in West
Virginia May 7-13 and possibly beyond, and in Louisiana April 2-22 and beyond. Please contact me for
connecting links.
3) We had a busy winter with groups from our S/C Indiana District in Detroit, in South Carolina where the
BDM project continues and a small group going to Missouri in early May. S/C has two more teams scheduled
to go out in November and December. Contact me if interested in joining these teams from Manchester COB
and Liberty Mills COB or filling in other openings through summer and fall.
4) Five volunteers from Indiana joined a January workcamp with Ekklesiyar Yanuwa a Nigeria, EYN, our sister
denomination in Nigeria. Those inspiring workcamps continue through the year. I highly recommend those
camps for groups from your congregations! If you cannot go, the effort is requesting $5000 grants to help
with rebuilding one of the 1600 churches that need to be built in the wake of Boko Haram violence. Check
with Kendra Harbeck in the Mission and Ministry office at 1-800-323-8039.
Thank you for your support of this good work!
Cliff Kindy, District Disaster Coordinator

phone: 260-982-2971

CLOSING OF NEW WINDSOR SERVICE CENTER
The New Windsor Service Center Campus has been sold; the Lower Campus area continues to house
Brethren Disaster Ministry offices and warehouse.
There will be a closing worship service at the Center on Sunday, April 30. If you are planning to attend and
willing to take a passenger or two, please contact the district office.

GLOBAL WOMEN’S PROJECT
Each year the Global Women’s Project (GWP) invites you to honor your mother, daughter, sister, or friend on
Mother’s Day by making a gift to GWP. GWP supports women in projects in Haiti, India,
Rwanda, South Sudan, Uganda, and the United States.. Growing Grounds, a project of the
Wabash COB, has received several grants from GWP.
If you would like to honor a
woman in your life by a gift
to GWP, please mail it to
Global Women’s Project
c/o Emily Matteson
6456 Adobe Circle Road South
Irvine CA 92617
(write checks to GWP)

URGENT NEED
ARE YOU A DR, NURSE PRACTIONER, RN, LPN, OR EMT?
The First Aid Office at Annual Conference in Grand Rapids is
looking for DR.’s, RN’s, LPN’s and EMT’s who would be willing to
volunteer a few hours during Annual Conference this summer. Dr.
Rosalie McBride of Northern Indiana District is coordinating the
First Aid Office this summer in Grand Rapids and would be glad to
hear from willing volunteers! Please contact her
at rosalie.l.mcbride@gmail.com.
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The Power of Proclamation - Practice of Ministry Day
May 6, 2017
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Anderson Church of the Brethren
Fees: $50.00 for credit
$25.00 for .4 CEU
9:00

Worship
Gather in the sanctuary for worship led by Laura Stone

10:00 Preaching Clinic
Each participant is asked to bring a 10-minute sermon on the Lectionary text for May 21, 2017: John
14:15-21. Every preacher will have at least 10 minutes following the message for feedback from
participants in a small group setting.
12:00 Lunch (provided) and preaching and worship resources will be shared.
1:00 Adjournment
This is an opportunity for BLI students to meet their Practice of Ministry Day requirement. It is also an
opportunity for experienced preachers to share their skills and receive .4 CEUs.
Following the Power of Proclamation we will offer BLI Orientation for those considering enrolling in the 3-year
course in preparation for credentialed ministry in South/Central Indiana District.

Brethren Leadership Institute Orientation
May 6, 2017
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM
Anderson Church of the Brethren
Have you been wondering what this BLI is all about? Or have taken classes, but missed the orientation?
Please join us for this time to learn more about it. The fee for this session is $50.

Form A’s have been mailed to all congregations from the Elgin office. Please make sure the
correct person receives these and that they are filled out and returned promptly. Thanks
for your help in keeping information current!
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Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Tina Rieman, Brethren Leadership Institute Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday & Tuesday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
most Wednesdays

8 am - 12 noon

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester IN 46962

