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Recently I had an opportunity to spend a weekend with Camp Mack Counselors-In-
Training, high school young men and women, who will be helping counselors at 
camp this summer. Two of them were from our district. Offer a word of thanks if you 
happen to see Josie Barscz from Salamonie COB or Ann Stahl from Kokomo COB. 
 
We were working on the curriculum that includes a passage from Genesis in chapter 
12 where God has called Abram and his people to gather up their stuff and trek 
toward the Promised Land in Canaan. On their journey it describes a time when 
Abram and his entourage set up their tent between Bethel and Ai. I had to look at 
this passage in a new way as I prepared to help a dozen teens look at the scripture 
story. You will probably remember that Bethel is a word that 
means house of God. That was at least familiar to me. What I 
had never realized or looked up was the meaning of the other 
city: Ai. Ai translates as heap of ruin. 
 
Abram seems to have put up his tent plunk down in the 
middle, with Bethel to the west and Ai to the East. And there, 
between the house of God and the heap of ruin, we read that Abram built an altar 
and prayed to God. 
 
It seemed an important thing to remember. It is easy to find ourselves firmly 
camped between the house of God still “over there” and the heap of ruin thankfully 
“over there.” Remember the promise that God is stronger than our despair and 
more loving than our disappointment. And when we find ourselves firmly parked in 
a place between God and ruin, may we remember to pray. Then, as it states in 
Genesis 12, may we, like Abram, move carefully forward. 
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Ministry Excellence 
Project 

DISTRICT CONFERENCE 2016 

SEPTEMBER 17 

MEXICO CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

 

We will be collecting clean-up buckets for Church 
World Service. 

More details will be in the June newsletter. 

 

NOMINATIONS SOUGHT 

The Nominating & Personnel Committee will be 
meeting Monday, April 25.  The positions to be filled 
this year are Moderator-Elect, Secretary, North 
Section Board Member, and Central Section Board 
Member.  Your suggestions are welcome; please 
email them to scindcob@gmail.com by Saturday, 
April 23. 

 

 

BRETHREN LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 

 Twenty-one people attended the Orientation 
Session of the Brethren Leadership Institute on Sat., 
April 9.  The first class offered will be Beliefs and 
Practices of the Church of the Brethren.  Sessions will 
be held May 7,  May 21, and June 5, at the Marion 
Church of the Brethren.  The class will be taught by 
Beth Sollenberger.  The class is designed to complete 
requirements for ministerial credentialing; 
laypersons are welcome to attend as well. 

 For more information, and to register for the 
class, please contact the district office. 

SYMPATHIES EXTENDED 

Our sympathies and prayers 
are with the families of 
Hubert Newcomer and Don Willoughby, 
both lifelong pastors in the Church of the 
Brethren.   

Also, we pray for Wabash pastor Kay 
Gaier, whose mother recently passed 
away, and Huntington pastor Tim Troyer, 
whose father’s funeral will be Sat., April 
24, in Manistique, Michigan. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Last fall, complimentary copies 
of Ted & Company’s DVD, 
What’s so Funny about 
Money?, were mailed to every 
congregation, courtesy of the 
Ministry Excellence Project.  
The DVD comes with a study 
guide and is designed to be 
watched in ten sessions, ideal 
for Sunday school classes. 

DID YOU KNOW? PART TWO 

Installed pastors who are interested in taking 
classes through the Brethren Leadership Institute 
may apply for financial assistance through the 
Ministry Excellence Project.  Application forms can 
be found at http://
www.ministryexcellenceproject.com/9.html. 
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DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR MAYDISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR MAY    
 

 

May  1 - Please pray with us for the Hickory Grove COB. 

May  8 - Please pray with us for the Huntington COB. 

May 15 - Please pray with us for the Kokomo COB. 

May 22 - Please pray with us for the Lafayette COB. 

May 29  - Please pray with us for Camp Mack.  

Prayer requests are listed 
on the South/Central 
Indiana District Facebook 
page each week. 

Logansport - Associate Pastor Tom Anders has 
resigned, effective June 12.  He has been called 
to the Plymouth COB (Northern Indiana) and will 
begin there July 1.  Our prayers and good wishes 
go with you, Tom! 
Marion - search committee is meeting. 
Mexico - search committee is meeting. 
 

item March 2016 March 2915 

cong. self-allocation $9,515 $8,505 

other income $4,732 $61 

restricted income $815 $0 

TOTAL INCOME $15,062 $8,566 

   

district expense $6,789 $9,567 

restricted expense $3,876 $0 

TOTAL EXPENSE $10,666 $9,567 

   

NET $4,396 ($1,001) 

District Fund Balance $41,479  

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT 

66 more counselors needed 
at Camp Mack!  

 

The first set of registrations is in and we 
are already looking at 395 campers at Camp Mack this 
summer.  Good news!  There is still time to register, 
though some camps are filling up.  Many of our 
specialty camps have camper spots, so encourage 
those who have completed the 5th grade and above to 
attend Culinary, Eco Adventure, Creative Arts, Splash, 
Survivor, Pedal and Paddle, or Sailing Camps.  The 
other camps are great, too. 

With 500+ campers by the time summer starts, we are 
in need of 66 more counselors at this time.  Please 
share this need with those who you think would be a 
good fit at Camp Mack.  People ages 18-80+ have all 
been counselors with the average age being 35.  If you 
like sailing, we also have a Team Leader position 
available!  So fill out an application, attend training, 
and prepare yourself to share Jesus with campers this 
summer.  There is a list of counselors needed at 
http://campmack.org/counselor-need.   

NOTES FROM ADM. ASST. RACHEL 

 Your church should have received Form A from the 
Elgin office recently; please return that and any 
other unsent forms as soon as possible. 

 My hours are altered the week of April 24:  Instead 
of working Mon. & Thurs., I will be in the office 
Wed. & Thurs. 

http://campmack.org/counselor-need
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Annual Conference 2016 

June 29 – July 3 
Greensboro, N. Carolina 

Registration now open at www.brethren.org/ac. 

2016 Annual Conference Theme   

Carry the Light 
 (John 1:1-5) 

...in your heart — Claim it 
…in your church — Focus it 
…in your community — Spread it 
…in your world — Be it 

PHOTOS REQUESTED 

The 2016 Annual Conference theme is “Carry the Light.”  Program and Arrangements Committee is 
inviting all congregations to send creative pictures of different ministries from your church – the choir, 
the youth activities, mission work, fundraising events, fellowship, etc.  --that show how your 
congregation carries the light of Christ. We would like to develop a “congregational collage” that will 
be displayed on the video screens in the main hall before and after gathering for worship and business.  
Brother David Sollenberger will use his creativity to develop the collage. 

We are requesting no more than ten pictures in jpeg format.  If would be good if one of them could be 
your church building. If you use a phone or tablet, the format might be different, but we encourage 
you to send them as jpeg files, if possible, and make sure they are clear and are your best set.  This 
might be a good project for your youth or others in your congregation interested in media. These 
pictures can be emailed to accob2016@gmail.com with the subject as “Collage and [the name of your 
congregation].” Please send them no later than May 15, 2016.   

 

Annual Conference Family Member Registration 

Many wonderful opportunities are available for family members at Annual Conference in Greensboro! As well as many Annual 
Conference opportunities, families can enjoy museums and sightseeing in the area. Annual Conference registration for current 
high school students and younger are free, but must be registered and receive a name tag. Online Delegate and Non-delegate 
registration ends June 6, 2016. Delegate and Non-delegate fees are higher for those waiting to register onsite in Greensboro. 

Even if you are already registered as a Delegate or Non-delegate, you can return to the website to register family members, 
purchase an extra booklet, order meal event tickets, register children for activities and much more.  

Register for Children’s and Youth Activities  

Children and youth activity coordinators at Annual Conference are offering a myriad of opportunities for adventure and learning. 
From Bible stories of Jesus, arts and crafts, and free-play centers for toddlers to a trip to the Greensboro Science Center, a picnic 
lunch, outdoor games, a visit to the International Civil Rights Museum and much more for the children and youth.  

Note: Children's and Youth Activity registration and fees are in addition and separate from their Annual Conference registration.  

Registering for activities early helps the coordinators plan for the number of participants. Register before June 6 for the lower 
advance registration fee. All activity fees increase for those who register children or youth onsite in Greensboro. 

Parents can register their children or youth for Age Group Activities even if the family is already registered for Annual 
Conference: go directly to Age Group Activities. 

After registering for activities, DON’T FORGET to fill out the Medical Record and Permission Form. . 
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Friends, 
 
Floods from a year and a half ago are pulling volunteers to Detroit. 
Though there have been no congregations from S/C Indiana volunteering for the work in Detroit we do have a group of 
four helping to fill the quota of fifteen for the first week of May!  We are still willing to enlist an entire team of fifteen 
when you have the interest. 
 
This role of helping to fill out the number for other districts that have a shortage of volunteers may be just the space 
for us here in Indiana. We are close enough that we can travel more easily than other districts. We also don't need to 
get all fifteen volunteers but can rally a handful of willing helpers. 
 
So, if you have any interest and the available time to be part of these support teams drop me an email or call me to 
alert me of your interest. 
 
Tasks may include cleaning out basements, drywalling, painting and trim work. The tool trailer is at the work site, 
lodging is at a monastery and long-term leaders are there to direct the project. Come taste this good work! 
 
Blessings of peace to you! 
 
Cliff Kindy, District Disaster Coordinator  phone: 260-982-2971 

MORE ABOUT ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
 

ARE YOU A DR, NURSE PRACTIONER, RN, LPN, OR EMT? 

The First Aid Office at Annual Conference in Greensboro is looking for  DR.’s, RN’s, LPN’s and EMT’s who 
would be willing to volunteer a few hours during Annual Conference this summer.  Jane Laprade is 
coordinating the First Aid Office at Annual Conference and would be glad to hear from willing 
volunteers!  Please contact her at d.laprade@b2xonline.com. 

 
Volunteers Needed 
Annual Conference appreciates those who volunteer to help be a caregiver or chaperone in the Age Group 
Activities, Usher, stuff Delegate Packets, help in Registration, and more. You can sign up to help at https://
cobrethren.wufoo.com/forms/annual-conference-volunteer-signup-form/. 

 

Witness to the Host City 

There are several ways the Church of the Brethren will be a witness to the city of Greensboro while being 
there for Annual Conference this summer. Be sure you and your congregation plan to participate by 
collecting items or volunteering.   Details can be found at http://www.brethren.org/ac/2016/activities/
witness-to-the-host-city.html.  They include Comfort BackPacks for BackPack Beginnings; donating items for 
the Botique Thrift Store, a project of StepUp Greensboro; an afternoon of service projects; and the annual 
blood drive.  New this year is the opportunity to participate in the blood drive from your own community, if 
you are not attending Annual Conference. 

mailto:d.laprade@b2xonline.com
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Dear Friends and Family,                          Jos, Nigeria April 16, 2016 

 Most of our time and energy this week has revolved around our involvement with Majalisa, the 
annual conference of the EYN church.   The fact that the meetings were held here on the compound made 
our participation—and LIVES—MUCH easier!  We could return to the Unity House between meetings and 
for meals, and the “commute” to the church venue took about 2 minutes to walk down the hill!  The 
women who prepared meals over 11 open fires for the more than 900 attendees were impressive to watch! 

 This Majalisa was an eventful one, as there were elections for the offices of the president, vice 
president, and national spiritual advisor, all with 4-year terms.  It was very interesting to not only observe 
the process but to be involved in passing out ballots to delegates and pastors as they were allowed into the 
church building to be seated for the election.  Nominees had been decided by a committee that afternoon 
and announced just before the balloting.  All of us American and one Swiss representative of Mission 21, 
along with three EYN members, then counted the ballots.  The entire process took about 3 and a half hours.  
We can announce that the new President is Joel Billi, Vice President is Antony Andimasai, and the Spiritual 
Advisor is Samuel Shinggu.  We will continue to support these new leaders with prayer and 
encouragement. 

 Jay Wittmeyer (Director of COB Global Mission) Don Fitzkee (chair of the Ministry and Mission 
Board) and his wife Carolyn, Mark Lancaster (representing Bethany Seminary), and Jim Beckwith (Annual 
Conference Secretary) have all been staying here at Unity House during this time.  And just today another 
group (John and Joshua Kinsel and Paul and Kathy Fry-Miller) arrived for post-Majalisa workshops of a 
refresher course for the Rural Health Programme dispensers, and a Children’s Disaster Training time for 
women theologians.  The Unity House has been a very good facility for us all to use as we walk with our 
EYN brothers and sisters. 

 Several days ago during a break at Majalisa, a pastor handed Norm a picture of 8 members of his 
congregation who were killed by Boko Haram, along with pictures of his church and parsonage which were 
also destroyed last year.  We had listened several weeks ago as he shared some of his experiences, but we 
had not found the time to return for a second visit.  He wanted us to see, as well as to hear, of his 
congregation’s suffering. He related that the EYN Nassarawo church had outgrown its facility, so a new 
church and parsonage were built just 1 year prior to the destruction of all three by the Boko Haram. 

Norm asked him if he found it hard not to hate those who caused the damage.  Without hesitation, 
he responded “No, the Bible makes It clear that we are to love our enemies, so I cannot hate them.”  He 
went on to tell that the 2 men who destroyed the structures were found to be his neighbors.  When the 
police captured them, they asked him “Pastor, what shall we do with these men?”  He responded that as a 
Christian, he did not want the police to kill them, but rather to set them free.  He noted that “even though 
the two are still Muslim, I know that Islam does not condone such violence.  Boko Haram is just a fanatical, 
fringe hate group that does not follow God.”  Later one of the two helped to clean up the burned buildings.  
Our EYN brother said “Remember, God CAN turn ANYONE around.”  In a sermon at Majalisa, we were 
reminded that even the apostle Paul started out as one who hated and killed Christians!  There is always 
hope for each child of God, so we must be careful not to hate them. 

Please continue your prayers for the EYN, especially in this time of transition to new leaders.  The 
out-going leaders and their families will also be facing some adjustments and we include them in this 
prayer request. 

 
Sai an jima!  (Until later) 
Norm and Carol 

MESSAGE FROM NORM AND CAROL WAGGY WHO HAVE BEEN TRAVELING IN NIGERIA 
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel 

Peacefully, Simply, Together.Peacefully, Simply, Together.  

South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren 

260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax 

  Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister Office Hours 

       bsollenberger@brethren.org Monday  & Tuesday  8 am - 12 noon 

   and by appointment 
 

 Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst. Office Hours                     

         scindcob@gmail.com Monday & Thursday; 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 

    8 am - 12 noon 

District website: www.scindcob.org 

Denominational website: www.brethren.org 

 

South/Central Indiana District 

Church of the Brethren 

604 N Mill St 

North Manchester IN  46962 

mailto:bsollenberger@brethren.org
mailto:scicob@kconline.com
http://www.scindcob.org
http://www.brethren.org

