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On a chilly day near the final days of last fall I dashed home to shove a few bags
of bulbs into the ground before the first snow of winter. I had bought the bulbs from a
clearance table because the picture on the front showed bright yellow daffodils. Then
came the season we all remember: very cold days interrupted by snow and wind and
snow and more snow. On this bright sunshiny morning, winter is but a shivery memory!
The package picture is long gone and the vision in my head is well faded, but I
expected the ground would eventually sprout and greenery would ascend about 8
inches and large yellow daffodils would blossom in my flowerbed.
Far sooner than I expected, there were little bits of green making a curvy line
along the porch. A day later there were teeny tiny perfectly formed yellow daffodil
blossoms dotting the flowerbed. My mental image and my flowers are at odds. There are
times when expectations and reality do not coalesce and this is one of them.
Some of those incongruencies are more difficult than a change in flower size.You
are acquainted with a few examples: Nominating and Personnel committee members
expect a “yes” and get "no.” A congregation has always known that their purpose is to
bring the experience of Christ’s love to children, and their community of faith has no
children. Churches traditionally meet in buildings with high ceilings and lots of
classrooms, but the building is now costing more money to maintain than there is
money available.
What does it look like to be faithful, to share good news, to be the church today?
Are there ways your congregation is called to be the church in new ways that do not
match past visions? My prayer is that we can be joyfully surprised by the incongruencies
of our faith: the baby is the Messiah, the persecuted gain the kingdom, the last shall be
first, the tomb is empty!
In what new ways are you being called to live and share the good news in your
community?

-Beth

Please submit information for the June newsletter to the district office by May 12.
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From the publisher
The bad news is that Protestant
congregations in the US are declining in
attendance, which means a major decline in
Sunday school over recent decades. An
increasing number of congregations have no
children’s ministry anymore.
Furthermore, there’s a big shift in the
way people go to church. Many think of
themselves as regular churchgoers if they attend
every other week, or once a month. Because of
these and other realities, many denominations
can no longer produce their own Sunday school
curriculum.
The good news is that the Church of the Brethren still does, through a long-time partnership between
Brethren Press and MennoMedia, the Mennonite publishing house. Shine: Living in God’s Light starts this fall,
right after Gather ’Round concludes.
We are also fortunate to have half a dozen other denominations using our curriculum, and individual
customers come from an even broader range.
Why do all these folks like our materials? They say that our curriculum is thoughtful, intelligent,
carefully developed. It takes the Bible seriously. It’s educationally strong. People have marveled that we hold an
annual writers’ conference, at which writers spend four days studying and discussing each of the Bible stories.
Our curriculum isn’t just Bible-based; it’s Bible-immersed.
This is unusual. The most popular words in Christian curriculum marketing are “fun” and “easy to
teach.” Studies show that’s what customers want more than anything else.
I have to admit that my heart sinks a little when someone’s first question is, “Is it easy to teach?” We
certainly work hard to make our curriculum fun for kids. And we do the heavy lifting on prep so that teachers
will find the materials easy to teach. We fully understand that teachers find it hard to find time to prepare.
But it’s disappointing when “easy to use” means “I’ll look at the book when I walk into the classroom.”
What if a pastoral candidate asked whether the congregation was fun and the preaching easy? What if candidates
for baptism made their decision based on whether life after baptism would be fun and easy?
My heart would leap to hear questions like these instead: Will this curriculum help me walk beside
children as they grow in faith? Help them want to follow Jesus? Help them know and love God? Help them be
doers of the Word, living out their faith in action and service? Will this curriculum help them enter God’s story?
How grateful I am for those who see faith formation as a privilege and a ministry, not slots in a schedule
to be filled, not babysitting, not entertainment. Children are small theologians—that is, they are naturally eager
to learn about God. We teach them, but they can also teach us. Sunday school is holy ground, and really we
should all be taking off our shoes.
© 2014 Brethren Press/Wendy McFadden. Wendy McFadden is publisher of Brethren Press and Communications for the
Church of the Brethren. Reprinted with permission.

A Shine Training Event will be held on Thursday, May 8, from 7- 9 pm at 3145 Benham Avenue, Elkhart,
Indiana. Who should attend? Anyone interested in learning more about the Shine children’s Sunday school
curriculum and how to use it in your congregation. All nearby Church of the Brethren and Mennonite churches
are invited. Visit www.ShineCurriculum.com

DISTRICT NEWS

Pastoral Updates
Anderson:
called Spencer Spaulding (half-time, beginning in May)
Burnettsville: searching

Annual Pot Pie Supper

The Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership
will hold its 2014 TRIM / EFSM orientation July
31 - August 3, 2014. Registration deadline is June
15. More details are available in the district office.

Lower Deer Creek Church of the
Brethren
Saturday, May 3, 4:30 - 6:30 PM
Adults $8.00 6-12 $4.00 Under 6 Free
(all you can eat)
Carry-Outs Available

Steak Supper
Ministry Excellence Project
Update
A new application period began March 1
for all pastors in S/C and Northern
Indiana. Deadline for this application
period is May 30.

Marion Church of the Brethren
Saturday, May 3, 4 – 7:30 PM
Proceeds go to the COB Emergency
Disaster Fund

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR
MAY
May 4 - Please pray with us for Andrews COB.
May 11 - Please pray with us for Manchester University.
May 18 - Please pray with us for White Branch COB.
May 25 - Please pray with us for Antioch COB.

We are asking you to remember our
sister churches and denominational
agencies in prayer. Those listed are
merely suggestions for the week.

Around the District:
Thank you, Leslie. Welcome, Rachel.
In this season of transition from cold glistening days of winter to lively greens and a wealth of
springtime flowers we are making a change at the district office. Your patience, prayers and pleasant
assistance will be gratefully received!
As some of you are aware, last month Leslie concluded her tenure as the Administrative Assistant
for the South/Central Indiana district of the Church of the Brethren. I am grateful for the ways she helped
me understand the work of the district and worked diligently to provide support for the work of the
District Office.
Now it is time to welcome our new Administrative Assistant! Rachel Gross is stepping in to the
task of continuing the work necessary to make this office function. Some of you know firsthand the
newsletter distribution glitches; others know the willing smile as the answer to your question is
researched. Please welcome Rachel to the Administrative Assistant chair right inside the door of the
District Office and help her make and renew acquaintances across the district!

Anderson COB member Samantha Carwile’s reflections on her BVS time in Northern Ireland are in the
May Messenger, p. 6.

The Logansport COB is beginning a new ministry: Celebrate Recovery. Friday evening small group
sessions will focus on how to “Find Healing for your Hurts, Habits and Hang-ups.” Find more
information on the church web site, www.logansportchurch.org.

The Wabash County CROP Hunger Walk is coming up on June 1. Registration is at 1:30; the walk
begins at 2 at Warvel Park. We will also be having a Recruiters Rally on May 13 at 7 pm at North
Manchester Church of the Brethren. For more info or to RSVP to the rally, please contact John
Dolon, jdolon@cwsglobal.org . You can sign up for the walk at crophungerwalk.org/nmanchesterin.

For those in the Indianapolis area:
A Faith Extravaganza: Unity of Faith Concert
Friday, June 13, 6 p.m., at the Palladium
Benefitting The Church Federation of Greater Indianapolis
For more information, contact benefitconcert@churchfederationindy.org or 317-926-5371.
Save the date! June 5 – 7, Timbercrest Senior Living Community in North Manchester will celebrate its
125-year anniversary with a Summer Festival. The Festival will include a Children’s Carnival, festival
food, and music for all to enjoy: the Fort Wayne Chamber Brass, the Bulldogs, and Triumphant Quartet.
Visit timbercrest.org for more details.

Friends,
No congregation has picked the week of July 27-August 2, so that week will be an
open week for any and all of us across the district. We need fifteen volunteers and still
don't know the location of the project. There will be rebuilding and eating so carpenters,
helpers, learners, cook and cook's helper will probably all be needed to fill out the tasks
for this project. Please let me know when you decide to join this group so I can save you a
place! Remember, gas expenses are covered by the district disaster travel fund so don't let
that be a hindrance to your going.
Right now the two main Brethren Disaster Ministries projects are in response to
Hurricane Sandy so they are located in New Jersey. There are major efforts happening
near Washington, Illinois, in response to last fall's tornado, and in Colorado cleaning and
repairing after the major flooding they had last year west of Denver. Not sure when those
projects will come on line but stay tuned!
Thanks for your support of this good ministry of our denomination and blessings of
peace to you!
Cliff Kindy, District Disaster Coordinator

phone: 260-982-2971

Mediation Training Offered
Conflict is a part of life. It happens. Whether you are a parent, teacher, pastor,
worker, spouse, or a neighbor, conflict impacts life in many ways. How we handle
conflict makes all the difference. Education for Conflict Resolution (ECR) is offering a
32-hour workshop, Mediating Interpersonal Conflict, which teaches the skills of
mediation and conflict resolution. It will be held over two weekends (excluding Sunday
mornings) in June (20-22 and 27-29) in North Manchester.
“The new ideas and skills the mediator learns are valuable everyday, in every aspect of
life," says Angle Briner, a lead trainer for the course. "But also, the availability of
mediation services makes a big difference in a community or church."
Mediation is a process by which two or more persons in a conflict are assisted by
impartial third-party mediators. The mediators do not impose solutions; instead they
guide the persons to find their own acceptable and workable resolution. Through the
mediation process, the people in conflict develop a better relationship and gain skills
which help them deal more effectively with future disagreements. One of the main ways
we grow is by interacting with people who have different ideas. This often leads to
conflict, but again, handled well it can lead to learning and growth. Mediation can create
more harmonious relationships in communities, churches and families.
CEU’s may be earned from Brethren Academy for the workshop. To learn more about
that and about the workshop or to register, call ECR at 260 982-4621 or email
info@workitout.org. ECR is a 25 year old non-profit organization dedicated to “putting
the understandings and skills needed for successful conflict resolution into the hands of
as many persons as possible.”

District Conference
Pie Auction!
September 13
Each church is asked to bring two pies to be auctioned off
during District Conference. Auction proceeds will support the Education Ministry Fund and the District Budget.
This replaces the theme baskets that we have done in the past.

FROM THE DENOMINATION
Summer Sunday School Curriculum
-- “Behind the Drama: The Old Testament You Missed” is a Covenant Bible Study by Old Testament scholar
and former Bethany Seminary president Eugene F. Roop. Covenant Bible Studies are relational 10-session Bible
studies for small groups. “Behind the Drama” is available for $7.95 per copy, plus shipping and handling.
-- Summer Gather ’Round: The final four-year cycle of Gather ’Round comes to a close this summer. “Stories
of God’s People” is the summer theme. Stories focus on people around Jesus--Matthew, Mary, Martha,
Zacchaeus, Nicodemus, Peter, John--and leaders in the early church--Paul and Ananias, Barnabus, Philip and the
Ethiopian, Lydia, Aquila, Priscilla. Call Brethren Press at 800-441-3712 for pricing details.
Minute for Mission
Did you know? The Global Mission and Service Office each month publishes “Minute for Mission,” which
includes news of mission work around the world, as well and prayer requests and service opportunities. You can
find the most recent one here: http://support.brethren.org/site/MessageViewer?em_id=27461.0.
Report from Nigeria
Church of the Brethren general secretary Stanley Noffsinger has visited Nigeria to attend the Majalisa (annual
conference) of Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN--the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria), accompanied by
Global Mission and Service executive Jay Wittmeyer. They met with EYN church leaders including President
Samuel Dante Dali, as well as Brethren mission staff working in Nigeria. Noffsinger wrote this e-mail report on
April 14 from the capital city of Abuja on the last day of the trip:
www.brethren.org/news/2014/general-secretary-mission-executive-visitPrayer is requested for Nigeria and for the members of EYN.
Brethren Bible Institute
The Brethren Revival Fellowship will hold their annual Brethren Bible Institute from July 21 –25, at
Elizabethtown College. Flyers are available at the district office, or you may contact Ken Leininger at 155
Denver Rd., Denver PA 17517.

25

Manchester University
Commencement

26

27

20

13

6

18

19

Wednesday

Thursday

28

21

4 p.m. New Church
Development—
Greenfield

14

Stewardship
Commission in Gas
City

7

S/C Ind. Women’s
Retreat—Camp Mack
(Thursday—
Saturday)

29

22

Church Planting
Conference—
Richmond
(Thursday—Saturday)

15

7—9 p.m. Shine
Training in Elkhart

8

1

S/C Indiana District – May 2014

Tuesday

Ministry Advisory
Comm.—BTS
(Tuesday/Wed.)

12

11

Monday

Happy Mother’s Day

5

4

Sunday

30

23

16

Counselor Training
@ Camp Mack
(Friday/Saturday

9

Steak Supper
Marion COB

Counselor-in-Training
Camp at Camp Mack
(Friday—Sunday)

9 a.m. District
Board—Christ Our
Shepherd

31

24

17

10

Lower Deer Creek

Pot Pie Supper

3

Saturday

2

Friday

Peacefully, Simply, Together
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

South/Central Indiana District Office
Church of the Brethren

Office Hours
Mon - Thurs

9am - 12noon

Phone
260-982-8805

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org
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