South/Central Indiana District

2020

When I was growing up, occasionally my father would get a phone call that Heifer Project was
putting together a load of heifers to send someplace warm. Jerseys could tolerate the heat and so if
we had something to send, Daddy would load her on the truck and meet the HPI person in
Breezewood, transferring the animal from truck to truck in the truck stop parking lot where there
was a good hill to use as a loading ramp.
When the working group discussed ways to commemorate the 50th anniversary of South/
Central Indiana District’s creation, we decided to support Heifer International since they too are
celebrating an anniversary. What a joy to be a part of giving someone we will never meet a chance at
independence and food security with the gift of a heifer.
Things have changed over the years and now Heifer International is more inclined to buy local
animals to give to people than to ship critters from here to there. Local animals are well adapted to
the climate, save shipping costs and can be in place more quickly and easily. With all that in mind,
the challenge for our district is to donate $15,000. Enough to fill 3 Heifer Project arks and help lots of
families and communities around the world.
An ark includes two water buffalos, two cows, two sheep and two goats, along with bees,
chicks, rabbits and more. This donation will “care for entire communities with milk, eggs, honey and
wool, provide income by supplying an abundance of goods to sell, sustain farming by providing
livestock to work the land, improve the lives of families for generations by multiplying and Passing on
the Gift. Your Gift Ark donation goes around the world, from Africa to Asia, Europe and the
Americas. Wherever we find hunger, poverty and hopelessness, we answer with the animals,
training and encouragement provided by your generous animal gifts.” (from Heifer International
publicity)
We hope to take up offerings throughout the year. The first opportunity to give toward the 3
arks will be at the event in North Manchester at the Manchester Church of the Brethren March 14 at
7pm when Ken Medema and Ted Swartz present “Can We Talk; Conversations for Change through
Story and Song.” Join us for the show, bring a friend and be part of the gift that keeps giving!
Blessings for the journey!
Beth

2020 DISTRICT CONFERENCE
Saturday, September 19, 2020
at
Manchester Church of the Brethren
1306 N Beckley Street
N. Manchester, IN 46962

2020 Sharing Vision for the Future
Scripture: Luke 11: 33-36

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY

Moderator - Spencer Spaulding

March 1 - Please pray with us for Burnettsville
COB and the Northern Plains District.
March 8 - Please pray with us for Christ Our
Shepherd COB and the Northern Ohio District.

2020: THE YEAR OF HEIFER IN THE S/C IN DISTRICT

March 15 - Please pray with us for Eel River
Community COB and the Southern Ohio District.
March 22 - Please pray with us for Four Mile COB
and the Pacific Northwest District.

The South/Central Indiana COB District Board has
recommended that 2020 be designated the “Year of
Heifer” within the district. Raising funds for Heifer
International will be this year’s district-wide service
project, comparable to past years’ collection of
clean-up buckets and hygiene kits.

March 29 - Please pray with us for Bethany
Theological Seminary
--Check the South/Central Indiana District
Facebook page for specific prayer requests.--

Offerings collected at the following district events
will all be donated to Heifer International:

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT - as of January 31, 2020
December
Income
Cong. Self-Allocation

YTD




Ken Medema & Ted Swartz Event - March 14
District 50th Anniversary Celebration - July 12
 District Conference - September 19

$8,289.23

$8,289.23

$0.00

$0.00

Other Income

$176.51

$176.51

Total Income

$8,465.74

$8,465.74

The goal is to raise enough funds to provide for 3
Heifer Gift Arks ($5000 each) - a total of $15,000!

$8,587.71

$8,587.71

$0.00

$0.00

“A Gift Ark donation includes two water buffalos,
two cows, two sheep and two goats, along with
bees, chicks, rabbits and more.”

$8,587.71

$8,587.71

-$121.97

-$121.97

Restricted Income

Expenses
District Expenses
Restricted Expenses
Total Expenses
Net
District Fund Balance

Donations may be contributed during offerings at
the designated district events or be mailed to the
district office (604 N. Mill St., N. Manchester, IN
46962) any time during the year with “2020-Heifer”
in the memo line.

$87,366.96
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UPCOMING BRETHREN LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE COURSES

SHINE VBS CURRICULUM KIT AVAILABLE!
The district office has received a
free promotional copy of a
complete Shine VBS curriculum kit,
themed “Great Big Beautiful
World”. If your church would be
interested in using it for VBS this
year, please contact the district office (260) 9828805 or scindcob@gmail.com

Old Testament Survey
Instructor: Robert Bowman
Dates: March 7 & 21, April 4, 2020
Location: Marion COB, 2302 S Geneva Ave., Marion, IN
To register for a BLI course or for questions, contact the
District Office (260) 982-8805, scindcob@gmail.com.
Classes are open to all: You may be exploring ministry,
answering a call to ministry, and/or seeking further
education. CEUs are available.

To preview the theme/kit, go to:
shinecurriculum.com/vacationbibleschool/

For more information on the Brethren Leadership Institute
(BLI) and fees, visit http://www.scindcob.org/BLI.html.

SAVE THE DATE!!!

2020 DISTRICT DIRECTORY

SOUTH/CENTRAL INDIANA DISTRICT

Over the next couple of weeks I will be sending out
updated listings and leadership listings for
verification by each church, and after that I
anticipate sending out the new directory very soon.
Thanks for your patience!

50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Sunday, July 12, 2020
Kokomo Cob
Message by Moderator Paul Mundey

STAMPS MINISTRY

Service followed by Ice Cream Social

Many thanks to those of you who
continue to save stamps and bring
them to district conference or
drop them off at the office. The
latest delivery of trimmed stamps
to the stamp collector netted $10
for Compañeros en Ministerio:
enough to buy milk for several children.

April 1, 2020 is the next
deadline for pastors to apply
for assistance from the Ministry
Excellence Project. The
general categories for
assistance are these: medical
and dental costs, inadequate funding for retirement, low
salaries and benefits, continuing education expenses
(including BLI classes) and educational loans for the
pastor and/or spouse that have become a long-term
burden. Assistance can help the pastor, spouse, and
dependent children. Application forms can be found at
www.ministryexcellenceproject.com/clergy/.

As you save stamps this year, please remember that
they need to be trimmed with 1/8 of an inch of
paper around the stamp. If you prefer, you can
collect the whole envelopes. Residents of Crestwood
at Timbercrest enjoy cutting the stamps out of the
envelopes and will be glad to do that for you!
When you buy stamps, remember that the ones that
come on sheets are worth more to the collector
than those that come in books or on rolls. “Franked”
envelopes (those with stamps printed on them) are
not accepted by the stamp collector. Please do not
send those.
Again, thank you for your faithfulness in continuing
the tradition of saving canceled stamps.
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2020
July 1–5
Grand Rapids, Michigan
DeVos Convention Center
Registration opens on Monday, March 2
12:00 pm CST

Theme Statement:
As we gather as the 234th Recorded Annual Conference, we rally around our conference theme:
“God’s Adventurous Future.” Our theme has historical rootage. In 1958, a variation of the theme
was the title of Harry K. Zeller’s sermon for the opening worship of Standing Committee: “The
Adventurous Future.” The phrase was subsequently used to title the book edited by Paul H.
Bowman to compile the papers, sermons, and addresses of the 250th anniversary of the Church of
the Brethren.
As the theme implies, our future is not uneventful; it is marked by “rigorous peaks, rushing currents,
and deep valleys”! Thus, there is challenge in the journey that, in all honesty, can be unsettling,
even anxiety-producing. Such angst marks, in particular, our pilgrimage as the church. Frankly, we
live in one of the most complex, jarring eras in modern ecclesiastical history. Numerous issues not
only rumble among us, they tear at us, threatening the very fabric of our denominational being.
As we acknowledge such reality, it’s hard to be optimistic. But it's wise to be expectant—even hopefull—for God moves among us, calling us beyond our bewilderment and discord. Scripture bears
testimony to God’s audacious initiative: “Look, I am about to do something new. Now it begins to
happen! Do you not recognize it? Yes, I will make a road in the wilderness and paths in the
wastelands” (Isaiah 43:19 NET). “…Look! Look! God has moved into the neighborhood, making his
home with men and women! They’re his people, he’s their God. He’ll wipe every tear from their
eyes…Look! I’m making everything new. Write it all down—each word dependable and
accurate” (Revelation 21:3-5 MSG).
It’s God’s dependability and accuracy that charts our course. Yes, much rattles and disrupts; we
have our doubts and are afraid. Yet we press on toward God’s adventurous future, drawing on the
endurance of God. For “The Lord [our] God is in [our] midst, a mighty one who will save; he will
rejoice over [us] with gladness; he will quiet [us] by his love; he will exult over [us] with loud
singing” (Zephaniah 3:17 ESV).
It is my prayer that God’s divine decibel will captivate us, invading our apprehension, stirring us to
trek onward—nevertheless—toward God’s new creation in Jesus. For “What no eye has seen, nor
ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, [is] what God has prepared for those who love him” (1
Corinthians 2:9, NRSV).
—Paul Mundey
Moderator, Church of the Brethren

4

NURSING SCHOLARSHIPS AID CHURCH MEMBERS

BRETHREN DISASTER MINISTRIES OFFERS RESOURCES AND
RECOMMENDATIONS ON CORONAVIRUS

INTERESTED IN HEALTH CARE CAREERS

from Newsline - February 27, 2020

Brethren Disaster Ministries is offering resources
and recommendations to help Brethren
congregations and members better understand
the Covid-19 (coronavirus) outbreak and ways to
respond. Included at http://www.brethren.org/
news/2020/brethren-disaster-ministriescoronavirus-resources.html are links to trusted
websites to visit frequently for updates and
suggestions. Contact Brethren Disaster Ministries
at 800-451-4407 for more information.

“The Church of the Brethren provides
scholarships of up to $2,000 for RN and graduate
nurse candidates, and up to $1,000 for LPN
candidates. These scholarships are awarded to a
limited number of applicants each year, made
possible by the Health Education and Research
Endowment. The nursing scholarships are
available to members of the Church of the
Brethren enrolled in LPN, RN, or nursing graduate
programs.
Here are stories from recipients of the
scholarships, reported by Randi Rowan of the
Church of the Brethren’s Discipleship Ministries:
 Rebecca Bender comes from a family of
nurses, but since she was young has had a
strong desire to be an NICU nurse--she even
reports writing a paper to that effect way
back in the second grade. She was emphatic,
“with God's help I will strive to be the best
nurse I can be.”
 Working in a long-term care facility
fueled Krista Panone’s desire to be a nurse.
She loves serving others and feels she can
make an impact on many individuals, thereby
making the community better through
healthcare. She’s been down many different
avenues, but the Lord has shown her that
nursing is right where she belongs.

COMPELLING VISION RECOMMENDATION TO ANNUAL
CONFERENCE IS RELEASED
Excerpt from: Newsline - February 20, 2020
http://www.brethren.org/news/2020/compelling-visionrecommendation-is-released.html

“The compelling vision recommendation that will
be presented in July to the 2020 Annual
Conference of the Church of the Brethren has
been released. Following is a statement from the
Compelling Vision Team:
“Jesus in the Neighborhood”
The Compelling Vision Team has released the
compelling vision:
“Together, as the Church of the Brethren, we will
passionately live and share the radical
transformation and holistic peace of Jesus Christ
through relationship-based neighborhood
engagement. To move us forward, we will
develop a culture of calling and equipping
disciples who are innovative, adaptable, and
fearless.”

Find information on the scholarships, including an
application form and instructions,
at www.brethren.org/nursingscholarships .
Applications and supporting documentation are
due each year by April 1.”

It is accompanied by an interpretive document
that unpacks the scripture and theology behind
each significant word or phrase in the vision. The
full interpretive document can be found
at www.brethren.org/compellingvision .”

5

FAITH IN ACTION FUND GRANTS

ANNUAL CONFERENCE MODERATOR’S FORUM

“Formed by funds generated from the sale of the
upper campus of the Brethren Service Center in New
Windsor, the Brethren Faith in Action Fund provides
grants to fund outreach ministry projects that serve
their communities, strengthen the congregation, and
expand the reign of God. Such ministries will honor
and continue the legacy of service that the Center
has epitomized while also addressing the dynamics of
the present age. Grants of up to $5,000 per
congregation or ministry project per year are
awarded, with a maximum of $15,000 allocated to
any one ministry project
over multiple years.”

“Historical Themes Impacting Today’s Church”
Saturday, April 18, 2020, 1 - 9 p.m.
Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies
at Elizabethtown (Pa.) College
From Newsline: “The forum will feature leading
Brethren historians who will address a variety of
historical themes affecting present-day
congregations, districts, and national structures.
Particular attention will be given to Brethren
history and themes relevant to the current reality
of Brethren communions, with special emphasis
on the Church of the Brethren. Themes to be
addressed include accountability, compelling
vision, division, forbearance, and nationalism.”

Any United States
Church of the Brethren
congregation,
fellowship or project
may apply.
For application materials or more information go to:
http://www.brethren.org/faith-in-action/

The forum is open to both clergy and laity.
Registration cost, which includes dinner, is $30.
This event also will be available via live stream for
a registration fee of $15. Those attending the
entire event may earn 0.6 continuing education
units for an additional cost of $10. The evening
worship, beginning with hymn singing at 7 p.m., is
open to the public without cost or registration
and will be held in the Gibble Auditorium at
Elizabethtown College.

A recent recipient is from our district! See the
summary from Newsline below:
“Manchester Church of the Brethren in North
Manchester, Ind., received $5,000 to fund a project
supporting asylum-seeking families in the US. The
Witness Commission has pursued involvement with
Latin American families in the caravans that are
seeking help in the United States, with assistance
from SURJ (Showing Up for Racial Justice), which is
helping with sponsorship. Currently the church is
assisting a family from Guatemala that arrived several
months ago and is now ready for more
independence. Grant money will go toward job
training, housing, the children’s school needs, and
other expenses during the family’s transition to
independence.”

To register or for a brochure go to:
tinyurl.com/modforum2020
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Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

Sarah O’Hara, District & BLI Administrative Assistant
scindocb@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday 8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 8 am - 12 noon

brethrenleadershipinstitute@gmail.com
District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCentral-Indiana-District-205091192857321/

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester IN 46962

