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An old Avery and Marsh song from my youth includes the words, “I am the church, you are the
church, we are the church together….”
One of the joys of my position is that I have the privilege of sharing in churches across the
district of South/Central Indiana and I am amazed and humbled and encouraged over and over
at the ways we are the church together. The past days I have met with a few of our pastors (I'll
meet with most over the course of the year I hope) and I am so thankful for the ministry and
more ministry that they and our congregations are involved in. Thank you for allowing me to be
a part of the church together with you!
Let me share a few items from my list of reasons to be grateful this morning:
Thank you God for
congregations who do the work of making church a safe place for all people, those who
have been harmed in the past and those who have done harm and for the leaders who
do the incredible work to make it possible to be the church together.
leaders who worry about balance, balance between a lot of work and time to listen to
God, balance between the joy of inviting and the trials of nurturing faith, balance
between comfort and growth.
patience when conflict intrudes and for those who are able to stay calm and lead on.
We all know the sanctuary is a place to find God; we sometimes need help to see You in
the other people gathered in your holy place but over and over, when we gather, You, O
God, are there.
thank you for those who see signs of spring and hope, those who pray at hours when I
am asleep, those who find value when I can't and who listen when I don't, those who
dream when I am stymied and those who allow me to dream of the church we can be
together.

Moderator's Message
Good News...From Generation to Generation
(Matthew 28:16-20...Psalm 145:4)
I recently preached a message on Jesus calling Matthew (Mt. 9:9-13). The Pharisees and teachers of
the Law are giving Jesus a hard time for eating with “sinners,” including some of the most despised: tax
collectors, which is what Matthew was. In reply Jesus declared, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor,
but sick. For the Son of Man has not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” (Luke adds “to repentance.”)
This means Jesus purposely sought out sinners and outcasts to show them God's love and call them to the
community of faith.
When you are sick, who do you call? Can you imagine a doctor saying, “I don't want to get sick, so I
don't see sick people”? That would sound absurd, right? Sure, doctors have to do certain things to minimize
the chances of getting sick when around so many sick people, but they are still called to be with and help
sick people to heal. In the same way, as followers of Jesus, we are called to be around sinful, unchurched,
and ungodly people. We certainly need to take precautions so we don't also act sinful, ditch the church and
live in ungodly ways. Yet, we are still called to be in relationship with unchurched people.
Jesus called people who fish to become fishers of people (Mt. 4:19). It is absurd to think of
fishermen talking about fishing and reading about fishing but never getting to the water to do any fishing.
Jesus called us to make disciples of all nations (Mt. 28:19). It is equally absurd to think of followers of Jesus
talking about making disciples and reading about making disciples, but never spend time with anyone who
needs to become a disciple.
The first step in evangelism then is to be with people who are not already in church, or who don't
already know Jesus, or who act sinful. Let us replace our fears of spending time with sinful people with faith
to believe we can shine the light of Christ.
--Brian Mackie, 2017 South/Central Indiana District Moderator

District Leadership
The Nominating Committee will be meeting soon to prepare the slate for 2018 district leadership. The
District Board is preparing their list of appointments. Both groups would appreciate input from YOU!
Here are the positions to be filled:
> Moderator-Elect
> West section board member
> Central section board member
> North section board member (completing a partial term)
> Treasurer
> Program & Arrangements Committee member, Central Section
> Ministry Interview Committee member, East Section
> Audit Committee member
> Ethics Committee member (3 persons needed)
> Historical Committee member
Suggestions can be sent to the district office (scindcob@gmail.com); Paul Schrock, Chair of Nominating
Committee (schrock.paul@gmail.com); or to your sectional representative on the District Board. The
District Board Roster is at the bottom of the home page of the district website.
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GENERAL SECRETARY COMES TO
SOUTH/CENTRAL DISTRICT

.

David Steele, the new General Secretary of the
Richmond: Called Chibuzo Petty as Interim Pastor. Church of the Brethren, is holding listening sessions
around the denomination. This is a way for David to
Union Grove: Search committee is meeting.
listen closely to people within the church. It’s a good
opportunity for you to meet our new General
Secretary. Two listening session with be held in
Buck Creek Church of the Brethren
South Central Indiana District. The first will at
52nd Annual Fish Fry
Timbercrest Senior Living Community on Tuesday,
Saturday, April 1, 12 noon to 7 pm
March 21, at 2:00 pm. The second listening session
will be held at the Anderson Church of the Brethren
8802 North Buck Creek Pike
on Wednesday, March 22, at 7:00 pm. All are
Mooreland, Ind., 47360
welcome and encouraged to attend.

West Section Lenten Services

CONCERT AT MANCHESTER CHURCH
OF THE BRETHREN

6:45 Hymn Sing 7:00 Worship
March 5 at Pyrmont; Jeff Tomson preaching
March 12 at Lower Deer Creek; Jason Metzinger
preaching
March 19 at Pike Creek; Dana Hood preaching
March 26 at Burnettsville; Aaron Gross preaching
April 2 at Lafayette; Allen Weldy preaching

North Section Lenten Service
March 5, 7 p.m. at Manchester
Preaching provided by Liberty Mills
Special Music from Eel River Community

District Board Meets

March 11, 7 pm
Singer-songwriter/multiinstrumentalists Seth
Hendricks, Chris Good, and
David Hupp, are the
founders of the new musical
project, Friends with the Weather. The band will be
performing in concert at the Manchester Church of
the Brethren on Saturday, March 11, at 7pm. Good,
Hendricks, and Hupp will be joined by drummer/
percussionist Dan Picollo and trumpet player, Ross
Huff. Admission is free; an offering will be taken.
More information can be found at
www.friendswiththeweather.com.

The next District Board Meeting is Saturday, March
4, 9 a.m., at the Anderson Church of the Brethren.

The Anderson Church of the Brethren has an electronic organ that they are willing to give to anyone who
is interested. It is a 1970s Wurlitzer, 2-manual, 2-octave pedal board. The removal and transportation of
the organ is the responsibility of whoever would like to have the organ. If you are interested, call the
Anderson Church of the Brethren, (765) 649-9231, Tuesday through Friday, from 9 am to 3:30 pm.
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ARE YOU A DOCTOR, NURSE
PRACTIONER, RN, LPN, OR EMT?

NEXT BRETHREN LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
CLASS ANNOUNCED

The First Aid Office at Annual Conference in Grand
Rapids is looking for doctors, RNs, LPNs and EMTs
who would be willing to volunteer a few hours
during Annual Conference this summer. Dr. Rosalie
McBride of Northern Indiana District is coordinating
the First Aid Office this summer in Grand Rapids and
would be glad to hear from willing volunteers.
Please contact her at rosalie.l.mcbride@gmail.com.

The next BLI class is Ministerial Leadership and
Administration, taught by John Ballinger, March 25,
April 8, and April 22. Class will be held each of those
Saturdays from 9am to 3:30pm at Marion Church of
the Brethren (2302 Geneva Ave, Marion, IN 46953).
Ministerial Leadership and Administration will
address three key aspects of church leadership
(people coming together to name mutual dreams and
accomplish joint goals as they expand God's kingdom)
from a twenty-first century mind-set: pastoral care,
programming and paperwork. Drawing from the
Bible, we will explore the caregiving role of pastor as
provider of spiritual and emotional support.
Considering past and current best practices, we will
discuss ways for programs to effectively teach about
faith in Christ and how to be faithful followers of
Christ. Reviewing denominational and district polity
and policies, we will learn how to efficiently maintain
the flow of administrative paperwork that is
important for connections with our wider church
family.

NEW BVS PROJECT BOOK AVAILABLE
The District Office has a copy of the Brethren
Volunteer Service 2017 Project Book. If anyone in
your congregation is considering BVS and would like
more information, contact the district office.

God’s Green Earth
A Call to Care and Witness
March 16-19
Bethany Seminary

The syllabus and schedule for this class can be found
via a link at http://www.scindcob.org/
donations.html, under Pastor and Congregation
Resources.
To register for this class, contact Tina at 260-9828805 or scindcob@gmail.com, before March 11..

This year, Bethany is combining its Presidential
Forum and Young Adult Event to focus on issues
related to caring for creation. More details and
registration information can be found at
bethanyseminary.edu/forum2017.

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR MARCH
March 5 - Church of the Brethren, Inc.
March 12 - Burnettsville COB and Atlantic Northeast District
March 19 - Christ Our Shepherd COB and Atlantic Southeast District
March 26 - Eel River Community COB and Idaho District
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70 percent of people 65 and older will need long-term care. Are you prepared?
Sign up for Webinar, “The Ins and Outs of Long-Term Care” — April 6, 2017
That’s a big number. According to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 70 percent of people
age 65 or more will sometime in their life need care for 90 days or longer. That means whether you are
young or old, the odds are high that there will be a time sooner or later when you will need long-term care.
With the Baby Boomers coming into retirement age, the need for long-term care facilities is rising, pushing
up the cost of such care. Are you prepared for this?
Church of the Brethren Benefit Trust can help.
Register for the LTC Planning Webinar
“The Ins and Outs of Long-Term Care”
Introducing and explaining long-term care insurance.
What is it? Who needs it? What are the options? What are the basic costs?
Thursday, April 6, 2017, 10 a.m. & 7 p.m. (EDT), 30 minutes with live Q&A to follow.
Led by Randy Yoder, Independent Agent for Brethren Benefit Trust and Long-Term Care Specialist
Or you may contact Randy Yoder by phone (847-849-0205) or email (ryoder@cobbt.org) for a consultation
by phone, a personal visit, or a group presentation for your church.
The place to begin is with this webinar! Register here for the “The Ins and Outs of Long-Term Care.”
To register for the 10 a.m. morning session and 7 p.m. evening session, go to the Brethren Benefit Trust
website: http://www.cobbt.org.
Don’t miss this chance to learn more and begin to prepare for your future needs.

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT

PRAYER CALENDAR ADDS NEW
FEATURE
Beginning this month, we have added
Church of the Brethren Districts to our
weekly prayer calendar (on the weeks when
we are not praying for a denominational
agency). We will continue to post specific
prayer requests for congregations on the
district Facebook page (South/Central
Indiana District) each Sunday. You can learn
more about the districts in our
denomination by visiting http://
www.brethren.org/about/districts.html.
“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and
effective” - James 5:16b.

item

January 2016

January 2017

cong. self-allocation

11,394

9,195

other income

(2,882)

2,446

200

200

TOTAL INCOME

$8,712

$11,841

district expense

9,054

9,175

restricted expense

2,000

0

TOTAL EXPENSE

$11,054

$9,175

NET

($2,342)

$2,666

District Fund Balance

$39,244

$59,829

restricted income
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NEW RESOURCE AVAILABLE
Kate Finney (daughter-in-law of Ron Finney) has
published a collection of stories that she has presented
over time at the Plymouth Church of the Brethren. This
book is available for purchase from Amazon.
Additionally, Kate is hosting a website:
www.worshipwithkids.net. She adds a new story every
other week to this site, and she is developing a
community page where others can contribute and
collaborate.
Kate welcomes feedback; you may contact her at
worshipwithkids@gmail.com.
Check it out!

Information about this year’s National Older Adult Conference is now available at the district
office and online at www.brethren.org. If you are interested in being a coordinator of
transportation for those attending from our district, please contact Rachel at the district office.

The 2017 District Directory is nearing completion. Forms were emailed to all churches; please let us
hear back from you, even if there are no changes. Thank you from Rachel and Tina!
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Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Tina Rieman, Brethren Leadership Institute Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday & Tuesday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
as needed, usually Wednesday morning

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester IN 46962

