South/Central Indiana District
NEWSLETTER 2016

Why do you look for the
living among the dead?
He is not here, but has
risen.
Luke 24:5

May Easter be for you and yours a time of celebrating the power of
resurrection blessings and the joy of new beginnings!
--Beth

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT FOR
JANUARY 2016

A Story From The

Ecumenical Stewardship Center

item

January

God has blessed all of humankind with more than enough.
Yet God continually surprises us with acts of generosity
and moments of compassion that reveal how all are
blessed, all are claimed, and all are found in and by God.

cong. self-allocation

$11,394

other income

($2,882)

Unusually harsh one moment, unusually caring the next,
Bobby was a fixture in the neighborhood around the
church building. Like a bee, ever hovering, never quite
landing, he kept an eye on folks living at the edge of the
community. Occasionally he would land in the pastor’s
office for a visit and a question. “Do you know Abbie could
use some groceries?” “Could you loan me twenty dollars
for a week?” “Did you know Matthew was laid off again?”
“Brittany doesn’t go to church. Will you talk to her about
baptizing her baby?” “Could I get a ride to the doctor?”

restricted income

One winter day at the back edge of a snow storm, Bobby
walked down the middle of the street. The wind was still
blowing as the pastor stopped, rolled down the car
window, and said, “Hop in.” Bobby said, “No, I’m walking.
But wait, I found two dollars in the street. It isn’t mine. Put
it in the collection for me. Let God know it’s from me.” He
pushed the two soggy bills through the car window. On
another day, without thought of knocking, he walked into
the pastor’s office and slapped a twenty dollar bill on the
desk. He found it, he said, while taking a shortcut behind
the church. As before, he added, “It isn’t mine. Will you put
it in the collection?”

$200

TOTAL INCOME

$8,712

district expense

$9,054

restricted expense

$2,000

TOTAL EXPENSE

$11,054

NET DECREASE

($2,342)

District Fund Balance

$39,244

Annual Conference Theme
- 2016
Carry the Light

Months later, still a young man, Bobby died quietly in
hospice care. There was no immediate family to claim his
body. Two local pastors officiated at his memorial. His
girlfriend, her brother, a hospice nurse, two neighbors, and
several church members recounted moments of unusual
harshness and unusual caring. And then they sang
“Amazing Grace.” And in a moment of quiet, one could
imagine God saying, “He is mine.”

(John 1:1-5)
...in your heart — Claim it
…in your church — Focus it
…in your community — Spread it
…in your world — Be it

This stewardship story is from the More Than Enough
Theme Materials Starter Kit. The More Than Enough
theme invites people to be blessed as they bless others.
Use the Giving: Growing Joyful Stewards in Your
Congregation magazine volume 12 and the Starter Kit to
create a congregational stewardship emphasis on More
Than Enough.

Annual Conference 2016

June 29 – July 3
Greensboro, N. Carolina

The Ecumenical Stewardship Center offers congregational
stewardship resources featuring 18 different, timeless
biblical themes. Peruse them all and place an order in the
ESC web store.

Registration now open at www.brethren.org/ac.

Register at http://
www.brethren.org/
churchplanting/ for this
conference to be held in
Richmond, Ind., May 19-21.

Ecumenical Stewardship Center
101 Quaker Hill Drive, Richmond, IN 47374
Phone and Fax: 855-278-4372 (4ESC)
Contact Emails:
Marcia Shetler, Executive Director/CEO Marcia@stewardshipresources.org
Anita Raker, Administrative Assistant 2

Friday evening, February 26, 7:00 p.m.
Northview Church of the Brethren
5555 E 46th Street, Indianapolis

Mark your calendars!
The Jesus Stories:
Faith, Forks, and Fettuccini
presented by Ted & Co.

District Conference will be
Saturday, September 17. The
location is yet to be determined.

Baskets of bread will be auctioned during the
evening.

WEST SECTION LENTEN SERVICES

All proceeds go to Heifer International.
Come for an evening of laughter and fellowship.

February 21 at Guernsey with Anna Lisa Gross from
Lafayette

A list of area restaurants as well as directions can
be found at www.scindcob.org. Bringing friends
and car-pooling are strongly encouraged!

February 28 at Living Faith with Beth Sollenberger

Planned by South/Central Indiana District Program
& Arrangements Committee.
Lafayette - interviewing.
Marion - search committee is meeting.
Mexico - reviewing profiles.

March 6 at Logansport with Dawn Wild from
Burnettsville
March 13 at Pike Creek with Jeff Cook from Lower Deer
Creek

--All are welcome! Hymn-singing begins at 6:45
pm. The services are followed by fellowship and
refreshments.--

The Camp Mack Festival Committee is looking for 4 new committee members to fill the Banking, Facility,
Demos and Displays Chair positions and also a Food Booth Co-Chair. We meet 5 times a year and the
festival is the first Saturday in October. If you have any questions about the chair position, job descriptions
or about the festival, please contact Lauren Carrick at lauren@campmack.org or 574-658-4831.

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR
MARCH
March 6 - Please pray with us for Burnettsville COB.
March 13 - Please pray with us for Christ Our Shepherd COB.
March 20 - Please pray with us for Brethren Disaster Ministries.
March 27 - Please pray with us for Eel River Community COB.
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Prayer requests are listed
on the South/Central
Indiana District Facebook
page each week.

Brethren Leadership Institute
Information Day
Are you feeling like it would be good to explore a call to ministry?
Are you already a pastor and need the education to enhance your work?
Are you in need of CEUs to maintain your credentials?
Are you interested in growing your abilities as a leader?

This day is for you!

April 9, 2016
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Marion Church of the Brethren
2302 S. Geneva Ave., Marion, Ind.
Come and learn more about this exciting education opportunity in our district!
Brethren Leadership Institute is a new educational opportunity for pastors and leaders of our
district. This is a 12-course, 3-year program that has the potential to lead to commissioned
minister credentials in our district. It is also a way to acquire CEUs for already-credentialed
pastors.
If you have questions about this Information Day at Marion please be in touch with the
district office, (260) 982-8805.
Robert Bowman, Erin Huiras, Marie Willoughby
Brethren Leadership Institute Task Team
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Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

Office Hours
Monday & Tuesday

8 am - 12 noon

and by appointment

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday; 1st & 3rd Wednesdays
8 am - 12 noon

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill St
North Manchester IN 46962

