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2015 DISTRICT CONFERENCE PLANS ANNOUNCED!
Seems like we just finished district conference and it is time to plan for another! On
this very cold snow-covered morning, it is a little difficult to ponder spring flowers
and summer gardens and fall’s colorful leaves crunching underfoot. However, we
have autumn news to share with you:
District Conference will be held Saturday, September 19, at the Manchester Church
of the Brethren. We will gather in to worship, do business, and enjoy the fellowship
that comes with being together. Ed Johnson will serve as our moderator and the
folks of the Manchester congregation will be our official hosts.
Program and Arrangements has heard your evaluation comments: South/Central
Indiana delegates really like meeting around tables and having the conversations that
sitting in a circle encourages. We have only two church buildings in our district that
can accommodate that many round tables; we are very grateful that the Manchester
congregation is willing to open their space to us again. Make plans now to join us
September 19.
We anticipate that we will also have a continuing education event Friday afternoon,
September 18. Plan now to participate and add CEUs to your collection.

CONGRATULATIONS to Timbercrest Senior Living Community, which was recently honored
by the Indiana Secretary of State “for being a registered entity in good standing for more than
115 years.” Timbercrest, which last year celebrated its 125th anniversary, is one of 87
businesses in the state that has that longevity. This is a testament to much support from
Church of the Brethren congregations, as well as hundreds of employees, and all the people
who have chosen to live there. Congratulations, indeed!

NOMINATIONS FOR DISTRICT POSITIONS
The Nominating Committee will be meeting in March to begin preparations for the 2015 slate to be presented at District
Conference. Below are descriptions of the various positions that are open this year. The Board has two openings from the
West Section and one from the South Section. Other positions may be filled from any section.
If you see gifts for any of these positions in certain persons, please submit their names to the district office by March 19
for consideration by the Nominating Committee.
Moderator-Elect/Moderator - (3-year term)
1st year as Moderator-Elect, 2nd year as Moderator, 3rd year at chair of Nominating & Personnel Committee. The ModeratorElect shall perform the duties of the Moderator in the Moderator's absence or as requested by the Moderator. Serve on the
District Program & Arrangements Committee; shall become familiar with the program of the District in preparation for serving
as Moderator for the second year. The Moderator chairs the District Program & Arrangements Committee. The Moderator
presides at business sessions of the District Conference. The Moderator shall study the needs of the District and give
interpretation and counsel regarding the needs to the Board and to District Conference.
District Board - (5-year term)
The District Board shall manage and administer the work of the District as authorized by District Conference, to which it is
accountable. The Board is the legal agent of the District. The Board shall be empowered to act on behalf of District Conference
and in the interim except for those actions specifically reserved for District Conference as set forth in the constitution and bylaws. The Board meets about 6 times/year.
Standing Committee Delegate - (3-year term)
Shall serve as District Delegate to the Annual Conference, following the guidelines of that body. Shall act in a liaison capacity
as a resource person to the District Board. Shall be responsible for the orientation of congregational/fellowship delegates prior
to Annual Conference.

West Section congregations:

South Section congregations:

East Section congregations:

Buffalo

Anderson

Andrews

Burnettsville

Arcadia

Antioch

Guernsey

Buck Creek

Bethel Center

Lafayette

Christ Our Shepherd

Hickory Grove

Living Faith

Four Mile

Huntington

Logansport

Grandview

Loon Creek

Lower Deer Creek

Locust Grove

Pleasant Dale

Pike Creek

Nettle Creek

Portland

Pyrmont

Northview

Salamonie

Rossville

Richmond

TurnPointe Community

Upper Fall Creek

Union Grove

North Section congregations:

White Branch

Akron

Central Section congregations:

Eel River Community

Kokomo

Liberty Mills

Marion

Manchester

Mexico

West Eel River

Peru
Pipe Creek
Roann
Wabash

WEST SECTION LENTEN SERVICES
NETTLE CREEK CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS
RAISES MONEY FOR HEIFER
INTERNATIONAL
The Sunday school class of Kathy
Denney and Sally Schmittler made several
different items last year and sold them to the
congregation for a profit of $50. But one of
the students wanted to give a Water Buffalo,
which meant they needed at least $200 more.
So with Heifer International being the
Special Offering for the month, a plea was
given and they collected $786.50.

March 1 at Lower Deer Creek with speaker Jeff Tomson:
“Verily I say unto thee, today shalt thou be with me in
paradise”
Luke 23:43

March 8 at Pyrmont with speaker Jason Metzinger:
“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do”
Luke 23:34

March 15 at Lafayette with speaker Allen Weldy:
“Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit” Luke 23:46

March 22 at Guernsey with speaker Aaron Gross:
“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”

The Sunday school class was able to
purchase a Water Buffalo, a Llama, a Goat,
Tree Seedlings, a Flock of Hope, a Hope
Basket, 2 Honeybee Hives, and a Flock of
Chicks. They were overwhelmed, but happy
they got the Water Buffalo. They were so
excited to be able to help the families in need.

Mark 15:34

The class consists of all girls: Maison
and Logan Klein, Anna Hoover, Ella
Nicholson and Kayti Kieffer. Good job, girls!

Services begin at 6:45 p.m. with hymn sing.
Worship begins at 7:00 p.m. with refreshments following.

March 29 at Burnettsville with speaker Dana Hood:
“It is finished”
John 19:30

WELCOME!
Pastoral Updates:
Burnettsville: negotiating
Lafayette: search committee has formed

Randall Dick is serving the Mexico COB as interim
pastor.
Anna Lisa Gross, member of Common Spirit Fellowship
in Minneapolis, will be filling in for Kay Gaier at the
Wabash COB for three weeks in March. Kay is taking
time off to be with family in Ohio.
Welcome, Randall and Anna Lisa, to South/Central
Indiana District!

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR MARCH
March 1 - Please pray with us for Andrews COB.
March 8 - Please pray with us for the Mission & Ministry Board.
March 15 - Please pray with us for Lafayette COB.
March 22 - Please pray with us for Antioch COB.
March 29 - Please pray with us for West Eel River COB.

PRAYER CONCERNS

KOKOMO YOUTH TRAVEL TO
BERLIN

Our sympathy is extended to the family of
Wendell Bohrer, who passed away January 15. Wendell
served as pastor of Christ Our Shepherd several years
ago.

John and Joyce Fruth of the Kokomo congregation
are planning a fabulous trip for their youth group:
This summer, they will join Campus Crusade in
Berlin, Germany, for one week. Here’s what Joyce
says about their upcoming trip:

Cliff Kindy returns from Nigeria on March 1.
Please continue to keep him and all of Nigeria in your
prayers.
This month, Bethany Seminary asks us to pray
for the leadership of and participants in the SeBAH COB program for Spanish language ministry, extending
the gospel through multiple languages.

“Berlin is not poor financially, not like South
America, but they are poor in spirit. Berlin is known
as the atheist capital of Europe with 60% of the
population claiming no religious affiliations. As the
high school youth group advisors, we feel this is a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for our youth
group. The kids will be able to see campus ministry
in action as well as work side by side with a
congregation from another country. They will see
firsthand another country’s culture.
“To prepare for the trip we will be reading a German
culture book, learning about the Berlin Wall, have a
guest speaker from Germany tell us about his
country, and learn a few words in German. We plan
on taking the students to the Berlin Wall (what is left
of the wall), visit Check Point Charlie, go to
Museum Island and visit a concentration camp. We
will be taking public transportation everywhere. We
will be renting a house for our stay during the trip
and that will allow us to grocery shop and cook
some German foods, hopefully inviting youth group
members over for a meal as well as the Campus
Crusade missionaries.”
Please pray for the Kokomo youth as they raise
funds and prepare spiritually for this trip.

Jim Shively from our district will be with
Brethren Disaster Ministries in New Jersey for six
weeks.
If you would like to receive weekly prayer
guides from the Global Mission and Service Office, you
can sign up here: http://www.brethren.org/partners/ .
They also have available a “Minute for Mission” series.

CENTER FOR CONGREGATIONS
Indiana is fortunate to have a valuable resource for
congregations: the Center for Congregations. The Center has
five offices throughout the state and holds programs in various
locations around the state. These are the workshops they are
holding in March:



Efficient Heating and Cooling in Congregations



Introduction to Congregational Strategic Planning



Youth Ministry Grant Initiative



Transforming Congregational Conflict: Compassionate
Leadership in Action

For more information and registration, visit http://
www.centerforcongregations.org/workshops-list

The District Office still has copies of the Vital Ministry Journey Bible study guide. This is an excellent
resource for the time of Lent. If your congregation has not yet taken this journey, please consider doing so!
We will be glad to send you a sample copy of the guide; additional copies are $1 each.

REPORT FROM FEBRUARY 8 MEETING
Motion #1 Board to present to the District
delegates at the specially called conference a
recommendation to investigate the option of
repurposing the Church Extension Loan Fund;
to be posed as a question requesting district
conference delegates’ blessing. The vote was
72 Yes and 12 No. The motion carried.

DISTRICT DIRECTORY
Thanks to all who have returned updated
information for the District Directory. There are
still several congregations who have not
responded. We look forward to hearing from
you as soon as possible so that we can complete
the 2015 directory and update the district
website.

Motion #2 Board to present to delegates at the
specially called conference a budget reflecting
the District Minister at ½ time and including
line items amended by the Board. The vote
was 61 Yes and 31 No. The motion carried.
Motion #3 Follow ethical guidelines and allow
for a 90-day period, starting this day, where
Beth will receive wages at ¾ time. The vote
was called and passed without dissent.
In light of the budget that was passed, the
District Board will be redefining the District
Executive job description to make it a halftime position rather than the three-quarter time
that it has been.

We have a stamp problem! We recently learned that the
stamp collector who has purchased canceled stamps from
us for many years has passed away. The sale of these
stamps has provided funds for Compañeros en Ministerio;
we certainly would like to continue that. If anyone
knows of a stamp collector who would be interested in
purchasing stamps, please contact Rachel,
scindcob@gmail.com or 260-982-8805.

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT
GUERNSEY BLANKETS
item
January
2015 to-date
cong. self-allocation
$8,809
$8,809
other income
$885
$885
restricted income
$0
$0
TOTAL INCOME
$9,694
$9.,694
district expense
restricted expense
TOTAL EXPENSE

$13,108
$970
$14,078

$13,108
$970
$14,078

NET

($4,384)

($4,384)

The Guernsey Women’s Fellowship made and gave
away 100 blankets in the past year!! What a
blessing to all those receiving a lovingly crafted,
personally delivered blanket.

Peacefully, Simply, Together.
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

South/Central Indiana District Office
Church of the Brethren
Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Office Hours
Tuesday and Thursday

Phone
260-982-8805

Office Hours
Tuesday and Thursday

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill St
North Manchester IN 46962

8 am - 12 noon

8 am - 1 pm

