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Church of the Brethren
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I lead a workshop the other day that totally failed. The first hour was
Bible study on some of my favorite verses of the Bible from Romans
12. No one else’s imagination was captured and silence pretty much
reigned except for the moments of small group work when the chatter had everything to do with their lives and nothing to do with my
hoped for study of the text. I ended the torment early and we broke
for lunch.
After lunch we regathered and I began the second half dedicated to
dealing with conflict. There was conflict alright. I finally called in another person to help us have a conversation about what was not
working. Nothing really changed. Two comments stood out for me
among the obvious workshop failures. “When volunteers come here
acting like they know what needs done, I will set them straight. They
are working for me.” And “You should have known role play wasn’t the
way to teach people who want to be doing something active while we
discuss stuff.”
Certainly that was all true! Since I was the volunteer in the room they
indeed told me I was on the wrong track. However, by the time I was
ready to change tactics it was too late and I had lost my audience. So,
rather than make the same mistake any time soon I am asking for
your input. Traditionally the Friday before district conference we have
an afternoon of continuing education for pastors and others who wish
to join us. CEUs are available. Is there something you would enjoy,
appreciate, find useful, participate in, that we could schedule to happen September 10 via Zoom? And, along the same lines, the Program
and Arrangements Committee is pondering some online insight sessions leading up to district
conference because we will not be doing any the day (September 11) of district conference. What
would you like to study? What would be useful for your situation? What are you interested in
learning about along with others from the district?
Send an email to bsollenberger@brethren.org
Call me 574-238-9156
I am most interested in pursuing opportunities you are interested in!
Blessings,

Beth

District News Items
DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT

2021 DISTRICT CONFERENCE
“ABUNDANT HOPE, JOY, AND PEACE BY THE
POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT”

Romans 15:13

Saturday, September 11, 2021
Manchester Church of the Brethren

as of April 30, 2021
April

YTD

$6,132.98

$30,812.22

$475.00

$1,325.00

Income
Congregations’
Self-Allocation
Restricted
Income

A shortened in-person session for delegates
and presenters only, all others are invited to
join by livestream.

Other Income

$8,931.08

$18,918.45

Total Income

$15,539.06

$51,055.67

More details will be coming soon, watch for
updates in future newsletters and e-mail
notes.

Expenses
$7,363.75

$31,857.82

$16.15

$720.67

Total Expenses

$7,379.90

$32,578.49

Net

$8,159.16

$18,477.18

District Expenses
Restricted
Expenses

Living Faith - Guy
Studebaker is serving as
interim pastor.
Upper Fall Creek—
Dennis Hilton retired at
the end of 2020; the
congregation has called
Doug Hinton to be their
new preacher.

District Fund Balance

$128,170.02

June District Prayer Calendar
June 6 - Please pray with us for the Southern
Plains District.

2021 DISTRICT DIRECTORY AVAILABLE

June 13 - Please pray with us for Logansport
COB and the Virlina District.

The 2021 South/Central Indiana District Directory is now available. Digital copies are being
sent to all church offices, pastors, and those on
committees or included in the leadership list.

June 20 - Please pray with us for Lower Deer
Creek COB and the Western Plains District.
June 27 - Please pray with us for Annual
Conference.

If you are in need of a paper copy, please contact the District Office and we will mail one to
you.
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ORGAN NEEDS A NEW HOME!

Christ Our Shepherd
COB is reaching out
to see if there is a
congregation that
could use a 1969
Baldwin organ. They
do not have anyone
who can play it, so it
just sits quietly in the corner. The organ was
gifted to them many years ago and they are
hoping to be able to pass it on. As it has not
been played for a long time it may need tuned(?).
Also they have no way to transport it, so the
recipients will need to be able to come get it.
If your congregation is interested or you would
like more information, contact:
Beverly G. Smith
238 Hoefgen St.
Indianapolis IN 46225
Ph: 317-407-7310
bsmith100@indy.rr.com
BRETHREN LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
UPCOMING COURSES
History of the Church
Instructor: Doug Veal
Dates: August/September 2021
Location: TBA
To register for a BLI course or for questions,
contact the District Office (260) 982-8805,
scindcob@gmail.com.

August 1 is the next deadline
for pastors to apply for
assistance from the Ministry
Excellence Project. The
general categories for
assistance are these: medical and dental
costs, inadequate funding for retirement, low
salaries and benefits, continuing education
expenses (including BLI classes) and
educational loans for the pastor and/or
spouse that have become a long-term burden.
Assistance can help the pastor, spouse, and
dependent children.
NATIONAL OLDER ADULT CONFERENCE (NOAC)
SEPTEMBER 6-10, 2021 - ONLINE/VIRTUAL ONLY

$100 per person, $150 for couples

NOAC is a Spirit-filled gathering of adults 50
and older who love learning and discerning
together, exploring God’s call for their lives
and living out that call by sharing their energy,
insight, and legacy with their families, communities, and the world.
To register, go to: https://
churchofthebrethren.regfox.com/noac2021
Conference information: https://
www.brethren.org/discipleshipmin/noac/
Interview with Conference coordinator:
https://www.brethren.org/news/2021/
interview-with-noac-coordinator/?
utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_camp
aign=interview-with-noac-coordinator

Classes are open to all: You may be exploring
ministry, answering a call to ministry, and/or
seeking further education. CEUs are available.
For more information on the Brethren
Leadership Institute (BLI) and fees, visit http://
www.scindcob.org/BLI.html.
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE LINKS & INFORMATION
Registration: https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/registration/
If you have questions or difficulty registering for Annual Conference,
PLEASE contact the district office: (260)982-8805; scindcob@gmail.com,
(574) 238-9156; bsollenberger@brethren.org.
It would be great to have all the South/Central Indiana congregations
represented at Annual Conference this year!!
Praying for Annual Conference: https://www.brethren.org/
news/2021/church-members-invited-to-pray/

Conference Newsletters:
•

June: https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2021/05/AC-newsletter3.pdf

•

May: https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2021/04/AC-newsletter2.pdf

•

April: https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2021/02/AC-Newsletter2021.pdf

Registration Frequently Asked Questions: https://www.brethren.org/ac/wp-content/uploads/
sites/18/2021/03/FAQ-AC-online.pdf

Delegate Briefing Video: https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/business/
Business Items:
•

Ballots: https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/business/ballots/
•

A note about ballots from the AC website:

The links below show two ballots that will be voted on by the 2021 delegates at the online
Annual Conference June 30-July 4, 2021. The first ballot is the 2020 ballot that was deferred
until this summer after the 2020 AC was cancelled due to the pandemic. The second ballot is
the usual ballot that would normally have come to the 2021 Conference.”
•

Compelling Vision: https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2021/03/UB1.-Compelling-Vision.pdf and https://www.brethren.org/ac/compelling-vision/

•

Update to Polity Regarding Annual Conference Agencies: https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/wpcontent/uploads/sites/20/2021/03/UB-2.-Update-to-Polity-Regarding-Annual-ConferenceAgencies.pdf

Conference Schedule: https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/activities/schedule/
If you’re looking for additional Annual Conference information not included here, please go to the
Annual Conference website: www.brethren.org/ac2021
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MESSAGE FROM THE MODERATOR - PAUL'S PRAYER FOR THE "BIG MEETING"
“As we approach Annual Conference, many voices are clamoring, and rightfully so. The Church is truly the Church as multiple
tribes and dialects and tongues “speak into” the meaning of faithfulness and obedience to the one true God (Revelation 7:9-17).
In that vein, I wondered: beyond our voices, what might a Biblical voice say? In particular, the voice of the Apostle Paul? What
follows is an attempt to capture the voice of that “other Paul,” based on his words to the church at Corinth in 1 Corinthians 1, and
his words to the church in Ephesus in Ephesians 3.
Greetings
From Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God...to [the Church of the Brethren] to those...who call on the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord...Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!
Thanksgiving
I always thank my God for you because of the grace of God that was given to you in Christ Jesus...God is faithful, by whom you
were called into fellowship with his son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Divisions in the Church
I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to agree together, to end your divisions, and to be united by
the same mind and purpose. For [your Moderator, brother Paul Mundey] has made it clear to me...that there are quarrels among
you. Now I mean this, that each of you is saying, [“I am with the Conservatives,” or “I am with the Progressives,” or “I am with the
‘born Brethren,’ or “I am with ‘new Brethren.’]. Is Christ divided?... For Christ [did not send me to “do my own thing” or to be partisan,] but to preach the gospel—and not with clever speech, so that the cross of Christ would not become useless.
The Message of the Cross
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and I will thwart the cleverness of the intelligent.” ...Has God not made
the wisdom of the world foolish?...For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger
than human strength.
[As you approach your Annual Conference] think about the circumstances of your call, brothers and sisters...God chose what is
low and despised in the world...so that no one can boast in his presence. He is the reason you have a relationship with Christ Jesus...so...as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 1:1-31 NET, adapted).
And so, bow down to the mighty God in Christ. Exit your “echo chamber” and surrender your partisan bias, proclaiming supreme
loyalty to God and the ministry of His one and only Son, Jesus. “Fear God with a childlike heart,” to quote one of your patriarchs,
Alexander Mack, Sr. “Contemplate all his commandments day and night; keep them with a pure heart, let them be thy counselors,
and pray continually for the Holy Spirit, who will guide thee into...all truth”.[i]
Paul’s Prayer
And so, as you approach your “Big Meeting,” “I pray that according to the wealth of [God’s] glory he will grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inner person, that Christ will dwell in your hearts through faith, so that...you will be
able...to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you will be filled up to all the fullness of God. Now to him who
by the power that is working within us is able to do far beyond all that we ask or think, to him be the glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” (Ephesians 3:16-21 NET)
- Your Brother in Christ, Paul
___________________________
[i] Carl Bowman. Brethren Society: The Cultural Transformation of a “Peculiar People.” Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1995. p. 27.”
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FROM CAMP MACK: PLEASE HELP!

There are still several needs for camp staff this summer. You can help by sharing this information with anyone you know
who may have contact with possible staff. You see, working at camp is not like any other summer job. Our camp staff will
be part of a ministry reaching out to hundreds of children, providing the love of God to rental groups and guests, and joining together in a community of faith and support.
We still need lifeguard/program/facility staff. If you are 18 years of age or older and are willing to be certified as a lifeguard, call us now. We need you. We also have part-time weekday positions for persons who are already lifeguard certified. If you are looking for a great place to work twenty hours a week, please contact us today.
We also need counselors for our youth camps this summer. This is a six-week position with two weeks of training and
four weeks of camper supervision in cabins.
We are looking for people who:
seek to be part of an important ministry
enjoy serving others
desire a caring and supportive community
thrive in a natural environment
want scholarship opportunities
are team-oriented and motivated by challenge
If you know such a person, then we are a perfect fit. Help us connect and offer these and other benefits to them.
If you know of someone, please share information with them, or let us know, so we can contact them directly. Details of
employment and applications can be found at campmack.org/employment.
Beyond helping us recruit, we have some additional needs:
1. Your prayers for finding the right people to fill our staffing needs
2. Volunteers for kitchen, lawn-mowing, general housekeeping, and facility maintenance
Communication with your church and community about our needs
We are so excited to provide camp this summer. Please help us make this the best summer ever in restoring community!
Bethany Theological Seminary - Position Opening
Title:
Coordinator of Seminary Computer Services
Reports to:
Academic Dean
Job Classification: Full-time, exempt, administrative faculty
General Description: The Coordinator of Seminary Computer Services is responsible for planning, leadership, and management of the use
of IT services at Bethany Theological Seminary, including the Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership, and Earlham School of Religion
in support of the schools' missions. Areas of responsibility include support for technology in classrooms, network infrastructure, hardware, software, and related services.
A complete position description is available from the District Office or the BTS contacts listed below.
Applications will be received until the position is filled, with a desired start date in June or early July 2021.
To Apply:

Please send letter of interest, resume, and contact information for three references to:

Academic Dean’s Office
SCS Coordinator Search
Bethany Theological Seminary
615 National Road West
Richmond, IN 47374
Phone: 765-983-1815
deansoffice@bethanyseminary.edu
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Annual Conference June 30 - July 4 - online/virtual

Mission and Ministry Board - June 29 –30
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S/C IN District June 2021

Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office, Church of the Brethren
260.982.8805; 260.982.7181 (fax)
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Sarah O’Hara, Administrative Assistant
scindcob@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
District Website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCentral-Indiana-District-205091192857321/

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester, IN 46962

«FIRST» «LAST»
«ADDRESS»
«CITY», «STATE» «ZIP»

YOUR LOGO HERE
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