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----BethBeth  

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in 
every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel 
from the first day until now.      Phil.1:3-5 NRSV 

 

 

Over and over I am grateful for the congregations of South/Central Indiana district.  
Last Sunday I walked into a Sunday school class that I had not been a part of for probably 
a year and faithful sisters and brothers warmly welcomed me. After worship they sent this 
unexpected guest on her way with a Mother’s Day geranium. As a person who rarely 
worships two weeks in a row in the same church, I can tell you that those words of 
welcome and smiles of greeting make a big impression! Being prepared with an extra 
flower wasn’t necessary but it made me feel part of the family. Thank you. 

 The other evening after a busy meeting agenda and the closing prayer, two of us 
continued in conversation for another hour speaking about things that cause division and 
pain in the Church of the Brethren these days. Even the two of us wouldn’t agree but it 
was a deep, helpful, precious conversation. He helped me choose better words to 
communicate with some Michigan friends; we shared our love for the church, its people 
and our passion for God’s work from different perspectives. What a gift to be part of 
conversations that help my understanding and deepen my faith. Thank you. 

 I thank my God. You are a gift to me as you allow me to worship and work alongside 
you. I thank my God. You are a gift to the world as you share in mission in the 
communities where you live, worship and allow the joy of your faith to shine through for 
the glory of God and our neighbor’s good. I thank my God. 
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The 45th Annual Brethren Bible Institute will be July 
23-27 at Elizabethtown College.  This educational 
opportunity is sponsored by Brethren Revival 
Fellowship and offers CEUs as well as Licensed 
Minister Training. Information is available at http://
www.brfwitness.org/brethren-bible-institute/; 
application forms may be obtained by writing to BBI, 
155 Denver Road, Denver PA 17517. Deadline for 
registration is June 25. 

        DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT 

      As of April 30, 2018 

       April   YTD 

Income 

Cong. Self-Allocation  $5,022.51  $29,439.80 

Restricted Income    2,550.00      9,068.00 

Other Income     4,570.08      3,875.61 

Total Income  $12,142.59  $42,383.41 

 
Expenses 

District Expenses             $6,786.13                   $32,128.73 

Restricted Expenses        14,152.72                     21,386.06 

Total Expenses              $20,938.85                   $53,514.79 

 
NET                                 $ (8,796.26)                $ (11,131.38) 

 
District Fund Balance $ 68,716.62 

 

Have you filled out the district ministries evaluation survey? If not, please 
take 10 minutes to do so right now! Your prayerful reflections are sought. 
Find the survey here:   https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/scind-memb2. 

If there are members of your congregation who do not use the Internet, but would 
like to fill out the survey, please have them contact the district office for a paper copy. 

The survey expires June 1. 

Youth from the Liberty Mills and Manchester 
congregations are participating in Church of the 
Brethren workcamps this summer. We are invited by 
the workcamp coordinators to pray that participants 
have a joy-filled week of meaningful work and come 
home with a renewed love for God and people. 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE JULY 4-8 in Cincinnati, Ohio 

As of May 17, only 18 of South/Central Indiana congregations had 
registered delegates for this year’s Annual Conference. If your congregation 
would like to send a delegate, but doesn’t have funds, please contact the 
district office. 

http://www.brfwitness.org/brethren-bible-institute/
http://www.brfwitness.org/brethren-bible-institute/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/scind-memb2
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DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR JUNEDISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR JUNE  

  
June  3 - Please pray with us for Lafayette COB and the Shenandoah District. 

June 10 - Please pray with us for Liberty Mills COB and the Southeastern District. 

June 17 - Please pray with us for Living Faith COB and the Southern Plains District. 

June 24 - Please pray with us for Locust Grove COB and the Virlina District. 

PASTORAL UPDATES 

Guernsey: seeking part-time pastor. 

Manchester: seeking full-time  youth pastor. 

Pipe Creek: creating congregational profile. 

Pleasant Dale: seeking full-time youth pastor. 

Union Grove: Steve Duggar resigned; arranging 
for interim pastor. 

Wabash: arranging for interim pastor. 

Please pray for these congregations as they 
experience pastoral transition. 

ANDERSON CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
INVITES YOU TO JOIN THEM AS THEY 

CELEBRATE 125 YEARS 

The Anderson congregation will celebrate 125 years 
on June 22-24. The celebration begins Friday the 
22nd at 7pm with a concert by soprano, Heather Lake 
Bays. 

From 1:00-4:00 on Saturday afternoon, Jim Lehman, 
well-known storyteller of Elgin, Ill., will tell stories 
based on the life and times of the early Brethren. 
There will be interactive events such as baking 
communion bread and quilting, as well as historic 
displays of the congregation.  

Pastor Spencer Spaulding will speak at the 10:30 
worship service on Sunday, June 24, with music by 
the voice and handbell choirs. Please join the 
congregation in Anderson at 741 N. Scatterfield in this 
milestone celebration. For further information, phone 
765-649-9231. 

BRETHREN LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 

BLI announces an Orientation Day, to be held 
Saturday, June 23, 9 a.m., at the Marion COB. The 
Orientation Day is required of anyone wishing to 
receive certification through BLI. Please contact 
BrethrenLeadershipInstitute@gmail.com or the 
district office for more information.  

 

DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

Please watch for district conference delegate 
authorization forms, which will be sent in June. 

 

TIMBERCREST HIRES CHAPLAIN 

Laura Stone, who grew up in the Kokomo COB and 
is now a member of Manchester COB and a 
licensed minister, has been hired as full-time 
chaplain at Timbercrest Senior Living Center. 
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Biblical Authority Conversations 

Almost 100 people attend the Biblical Authority Conversations, held in April at Hueston Woods in Ohio. 
Seventeen of those were from South/Central Indiana District. Steve Crain, pastor of the Lafayette Church of 
the Brethren, prepared these reflections on the event to share with the Lafayette Church Board, and gave 
permission to share them here: 

 Last month, April 23-25, about ninety pastors from six districts in our region gathered at Hueston 
Woods State Park, near Oxford, Ohio, for a conference devoted to conversations about the inspiration and 
authority of the Bible. The districts represented in addition to our own were Northern Indiana, Illinois/
Wisconsin, Michigan, Northern Ohio, and Southern Ohio. Beth Sollenberger was one of the key organizers, 
and Rachel Gross did a lot of the leg work on logistics. So we can be proud of our district leadership! The goal 
of the conference was to get us talking about our different understandings of scriptural authority, recognizing 
that it’s partly because of these differences that we disagree so vehemently across our denomination on key 
issues, especially, at this moment in time, on same-sex marriage. You might think that given the theological 
diversity across these districts, our conversations would have been heated and divisive, but in fact, they were 
not. Let me take a moment to explain why they weren’t, and why this makes me hopeful. 
 
 Although we did indeed sit around tables so that we could talk with one another, the conference 
leadership gave us a lot to think about. That leadership included Dr. Karoline Lewis of Luther Seminary (St. 
Paul, Minn.), Rev. Jason Barnhart (Ashland University), and our own from Bethany Seminary, Dr. Denise 
Kettering Lane and Dr. Dan Ulrich. After worship and fellowship Monday evening, on Tuesday morning, Dr. 
Lane started us thinking by reviewing the outstanding statement from the 1979 Annual Conference entitled, 
“Biblical Inspiration and Authority.” What this paper did for us was establish that way back in 1979, although 
the committee that produced the statement was theologically diverse, that committee managed to come to 
a consensus on many key questions, with deep insight into the differences that remained. Next, Dr. Lewis and 
Rev. Barnhart explored the complicated ways in which Scripture, our general life experience, and our 
experience of God, all inform how we individually interpret the Bible. Finally, they asked each of us to discuss 
around our tables two key questions. One, what passage of the Bible is most important for each of us in our 
understanding of our faith? And second, give an example of a text that each of us individually seriously 
struggles to understand. 
 
 Why didn’t we argue with one another? First, because we did not discuss same-sex marriage. But 
more to the point, we spent most of our time coming to understand how complex a process it is for each of 
us individually when we set out to interpret the Bible, and therefore how it is inevitable that we will disagree 
with one another on any number of questions. I think this created a sense of communal humility, and a sense 
that despite the different answers we may come to, we all strive and struggle alike in seeking to understand 
our sacred scriptures. Finally, and I can’t emphasize this enough, it was so helpful to be talking WITH one 
another instead of AT each other, as we so often do in our discussions at Annual Conference. I am hopeful: 
Can we do something like this at Conference? I pray that we can! 
 

--Steve Crain, Pastor at Lafayette COB 
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel 

Peacefully, Simply, Together. 

 

  Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister Office Hours 

       bsollenberger@brethren.org Monday  & Tuesday  8 am - 12 noon 

 

 Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst. Office Hours                     

         scindcob@gmail.com Monday & Thursday 8 am - 12 noon  
  

 Don Fecher, Brethren Leadership Institute Asst. Office Hours 

 brethrenleadershipinstitute@gmail.com as needed 

 

Phone 260-982-8805; Fax 260-982-7181 

District website: www.scindcob.org 

Denominational website: www.brethren.org 

 

 

 

South/Central Indiana District 

Church of the Brethren 

604 N Mill Street 

North Manchester IN  46962 

South/Central Indiana District of the Church of the Brethren 

mailto:bsollenberger@brethren.org
mailto:scicob@kconline.com
mailto:scicob@kconline.com
http://www.scindcob.org
http://www.brethren.org

