South/Central Indiana
District
NEWSLETTER 2016

Sunday worship in the church where I sat on Pentecost included the news that Kollete was
born earlier that morning and a report that she, her parents and her brothers were all pleased
and doing fine. It was Monday afternoon before I got to hold and smell and snuggle that sweet
little girl. While she slept in my arms I could not help but think of all the fine future ahead for
her. She has a family that loves her and will encourage all the firsts in life: smiles, bananas,
steps, dry days, exploration, words, numbers, Sunday School, kindergarten programs,
basketball practice, 4H pigs, and the list goes on and on and on, each new experience
happening within a family that loves and cheers her. Eventually she will be the matriarch and
someone younger will be encouraging her as she wearies of new discoveries like claiming a
walker, waiting for someone else to mow the lawn or fix the dripping faucet, ringing a bell to
ask for a sip of water….
Sunday worship in that church where I sat included a children’s story about Pentecost. The
teller spoke of the day being the birthday of the church. She lit a candle in a cupcake and
described those strange flickering flames on everyone’s head; she asked the children to create
the wind, collectively blowing to fan the flame or extinguish the candle. She did not consider
the place in the life cycle that we, as the church, find ourselves.
There are those around our world who would say that the fragile church of Pentecost has
grown and matured and become the fragile church of advanced age, maybe even dying. I
might take a different tact. Those dancing flames landed on a very diverse collection of people
hailing from a long list of hard-to-pronounce names. They spoke different languages, claimed
different customs, operated from different cultural assumptions and likely had different
reasons to be in the crowd that day. Flames landed on their heads and wind whooshed
through their cloaks. And a church was born.
I happen to believe that just as Kollette’s life is brimming with potential, so is the church. With
a silly birthday candle and a loudly expressed breath we can proclaim our faith in God who
makes all things new. If we set our hearts to the task we can discover what newness God is
calling us to explore and live out together. I pray the Pentecost fervor burns within you!
--Beth

Our sympathies are
extended to the family of
Betty Campbell, who died
May 9. Betty and her
husband Glen served the
Liberty Mills, Pike Creek,
and Guernsey
congregations in the ‘70s
and ‘80s.

DISTRICT CONFERENCE 2016
MEXICO CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Friday, Sept. 16
*Continuing Education Event: Biblical StoryTelling with Robert Alley, retired pastor and
2011 Annual Conference Moderator

Les Cooper, Jr.’s step-father died May 16, in
Washington state. Our prayers are with Les and his
mother. Les is part of the Lower Deer Creek pastoral
team.
Jan Fahs’ son, Matthew Fahs-Brown, died as a result
of a car accident on May 17. Please keep Jan and
family in your prayers. Jan is a member of the
Manchester COB and serves on the district’s Audit
Committee.

*Dinner for District Leadership prepared and
provided by District Executive Beth
Sollenberger
*Evening program
Saturday, Sept. 17
*Worship
*Business

BRETHREN LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
Fourteen persons attended the first class of the
Brethren Leadership Institute (BLI), Beliefs and
Practices of the Church of the Brethren. The second
session was held May 22, 2 - 7 pm, at the Marion
Church of the Brethren; the final session will be June 5.

Tina Rieman has been hired to provide
administrative
assistance for BLI. We welcome Tina’s
*Fellowship
joyful presence in the district office. If you have
*Workshops
questions about BLI, they may be directed to Tina
using the district’s email address,
*Service
scindcob@gmail.com. At this time, her hours are on
We will be filling clean-up buckets for Church World
an as-needed basis.
Service. Buckets have been purchased by the district
A link to the BLI Student Handbook is on the
and are being distributed to congregations. If you
Links
page
of the district’s website, under Pastor &
haven’t received yours yet and have any plans to be
Congregation Resources.
in North Manchester soon, please come by the
district office to pick yours up. Congregations are
invited to purchase and fill additional buckets.

A Quiet Place Prayer Center
A Quiet Place Prayer Center now has its own website!
Visit http://www.aquietplaceprayercenter.org/ to see their offerings.
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Marion - search committee is interviewing.
Mexico - search committee is reviewing profiles.

YOU’RE INVITED!
The Wabash Church of the Brethren has invited our
district’s Standing Committee representative, Kurt
Borgmann, to meet with persons who have questions
about the queries coming to Annual Conference in
Greensboro this year.

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT
item

April 2016

April 2015

cong. self-allocation

$3,825

$6,674

other income

$1,024

$3,850

$0

$0

TOTAL INCOME

$4,849

$10,524

district expense

$7,112

$8,516

$0

$0

$7,112

$8,516

NET

($2,263)

$2,008

District Fund Balance

$39,216

restricted income

restricted expense
TOTAL EXPENSE

Wabash COB is extending the
invitation to anyone in the
district, especially Annual
Conference delegates, who
would like more information
about this year’s items of
business. The meeting will be Sunday, June 5, at 6
pm. Pie and coffee will be served. The church is
located at 645 Bond Street in Wabash.
If you are not able to attend, but would like more
information about Annual Conference, please visit
www.brethren.org/ac, or refer to the information links
provided in the email from Kurt earlier this month.

CONNECTING
In the spirit of this year’s District Conference theme, Re-Connecting on Common Ground, here are some ways we can be more
connected in our district:



If you send your newsletter by email, make sure other congregations in the district are on your list.



Visit the websites of other congregations to see what’s happening in their lives (all sites are linked on the Congregations page
of the district website). Especially keep an eye out for fund-raising dinners!



Like the Facebook pages of other congregations.

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR JUNE
June 5 - Please pray with us for the Liberty Mills COB.
June 12 - Please pray with us for the Living Faith COB.

Prayer requests are listed
on the South/Central
Indiana District Facebook
page each week.

June 19 - Please pray with us for the Locust Grove COB.
June 26 - Please pray with us for the Church of the Brethren Annual Conference.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR YOUTH!
Through a generous grant, Bethany Theological Seminary offers an amazing free opportunity
for youth. Explore Your Call is an opportunity for youth to explore how God is calling them to
serve the church. It takes place from July 15-25 on the Bethany campus in Richmond, with a
two-day trip to Chicago.

What to Expect



Live on campus and learn with professors

Expand your mind and expand your circle of friends




Have fun in nature

Explore different, exciting paths of Christian ministry


Explore where God is leading you next in life

To learn more and sign up, visit https://bethanyseminary.edu/institute-for-ministry-with-youth-youngadults/eyc/. This is an opportunity not to be missed for youth in our district: free and close to home!

AND FOR ADULTS

This tour is a way of fellowshipping together, promoting a more multicultural church, and
raising funds for the Renacer Hispanic Ministry. For more information, contact Bob Krouse at
bobkrouse@gmail.com, or Daniel D’Oleo at renacer.dan@gmail.com.
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A Testimony from Kim Slater
Eel River Community Church of the Brethren

People sometimes ask Kathy and me why we go on Disaster Projects for a week. I often reply that in
the face of so much loss from natural disasters in our country and world, on these trips I find that the people
we help have not lost their faith in God, and that in itself is a blessing to us. Being blessed with so much here
at home, it is a humbling experience to be the hands of Jesus as we do our small part in repairing their
homes.
Our latest trip was to Colorado. One day my good friend Doug and I helped Rosie. She was a small,
tired-looking lady, as she graciously welcomed us into her home. Her bed was in the living room of an older
mobile home she shared with her two daughters, their husbands, and a whole bunch of kids. Rosie had a
water-damaged bathroom that needed a lot of help. Doug and I took up her toilet, repaired and put in new
flooring and base trim. We installed a new shower-surround kit, fixed her leaky plumbing, and re-hung her
vanity doors. The smiles and hugs we received from Rosie as we left that afternoon made our day.
The dedication and hard work that project directors and Brethren Disaster Ministries staff put forth to
organize these work projects is truly amazing and I encourage everyone to set aside one week to experience
one of the greatest opportunities our denomination supports. It is a little unsettling to leave the comfort of
your home to bunk with a bunch of strangers and share bathrooms and meals, but I promise you the
accomplishments you make with new friends will soon find you volunteering again.
Sharing our faith through helping others is summed up in this verse we often sing at Eel River
Community: "Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you? Pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant too."

Annual Conference 2016
June 29 – July 3
Greensboro, N. Carolina

Online registration at www.brethren.org/ac until June 6.
Business Sessions and Worship Services on the Web
All Annual Conference business sessions and worship services will be streamed over the internet. The schedule for all
web broadcasts is as follows (all times are Eastern Time):
Wednesday, June 29
7:00 – 8:30 PM Opening Worship
Thursday, June 30
8:30 – 11:30 AM Morning Business Session
2:00 – 4:30 PM Afternoon Business Session
7:00 – 8:30 PM Evening Worship
Friday, July 1
8:30 – 11:30 AM
7:00 – 8:30 PM

Morning Business Session
No afternoon business session
Evening Worship

Saturday, July 2
8:30 – 11:30 AM Morning Business Session
2:00 – 4:30 PM Afternoon Business Session
7:00 – 8:30 PM Evening Worship
Sunday, July 3
8:30 – 10:30 AM Closing Worship
Click the webcasting button on the Annual Conference homepage or log into www.brethren.org/ac/2016/webcasts for additional
information and instructions. You can join in at any time or restart the broadcast from the beginning. You can also comment and chat
online with the webcast coordinator, Enten Eller. There is a cost to provide these webcasts. Viewers are asked to consider making an
online donation to help make the ministries of our church known through these webcasts.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR DISTRICT BOARD CHAIR
Brothers and Sisters,
Have you ever said to yourself:
I would like to use all of my gifts and skills in serving the Lord, but some gifts just seem less in demand? I enjoy being in the church
choir or band, sure, and I am glad when they ask me to preach when the pastor is on vacation (of course someone has to cover my
Sunday school class that week so I can focus), but what about my other gifts? OK, I get to help with mowing at the church,
sometimes landscaping, and tuning up the church bus, so it’s in good shape on Sunday morning when I drive it to pick up all the
children in the nearby trailer court, but what about my more enjoyable gifts? I like bringing food to the church dinners and trying
new recipes (after I tried them on the community Bible study group I lead and host in my home). There is all the fun that I have in
VBS chasing the kids around until they drop from exhaustion, and then taking my gifts on the road to help at Camp Mack, but I am
glad that God has more for me than just that.
The joy of knowing that our God is a God of order and not chaos, that God hovered upon the waters in a world without shape and
form, and in a week ordered this beautiful planet out of that chaos. I feel so in tune with God when I sit down as church treasurer
or financial secretary and bring order and clarity to the records of what God has provided His people. The service it provides when
the church prays for God’s direction and someone is prompted to ask, where do we stand? What resources has God already
provided that would help us discern His will—do we have any clarity on that? And I have served God with my skills and can say
yes—things are in order here and we can look at God’s provision while we continue to follow His guidance. We too have clarity and
order because God has given those gifts to His people as well. Ahh!
Perhaps there are times when you itch to bring order and clarity to a wider sphere of God’s endeavors and while not ungrateful to
serve God where God has placed you, you wonder, is there, just maybe more—a larger opportunity to share the gifts of order while
applying the beauty of God’s mathematics?
The answer is YES!! You can use those gifts in an amplified way. If you contact the district office at scindcob@gmail.com or 260982-8805 and say I HAVE HEARD THAT YOU HAVE AN AUDITING COMMITTEE that takes the joy of order and structure at one level
and affirms and reinforces it, so that both the original workers and the those who look and consider again, feel blessed in using
their gifts together. TELL THEM I WANT THE JOY OF SERVING GOD AND BLESSING THE DISTRICT WITH THESE GIFTS GOD HAS GIVEN
ME AND THE SKILLS I HAVE HONED. If they ask who said it was ok for you to be this forward in offering your service to God, tell
them the District Board Chair, speaking on behalf of the District Board members who are themselves enjoying their opportunity to
serve God and the district, has authorized this sharing of the joy with others who have gifts from the Spirit!
Blessings to you all,
Wayne Grumbling

Indiana Camp Board Update
In the past couple of years the camp board has worked through difficult decisions regarding staffing and financial
stability in order to preserve and enhance the ministry of Camp Mack. At the same time we have taken steps to
clarify our role as a governance board and strengthen our ability to work together effectively.
Two years ago, the camp faced a debt of $400,000. A major effort has been made to pay off this debt by the
“400 Club” of donors. Thanks to the hard work of the board, and the support of many friends of Camp Mack, this
debt is now reduced to $96,000.00.
In this time of transition, Galen Jay has given excellent service as Executive Director. He has worked closely with the camp board
and the rest of the staff to improve the financial situation and maintain facilities while continuing the camp’s mission of outdoor
ministry.
The board has been consulting with Becky Ball-Miller to recognize its appropriate governance role and equip ourselves to fulfil that
role. The board has also worked with Bob Gross to develop healthy practices for dealing with differences and enabling all members
to participate fully in the board’s work.
Throughout this time of transition, the camp’s mission of providing a sanctuary for people to come and experience God’s presence
and love has continued to bless all those who enter its gates.
God’ Blessings
Susan Freel, Chairman
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Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

Office Hours
Monday & Tuesday

8 am - 12 noon

and by appointment

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday; 1st & 3rd Wednesdays
8 am - 12 noon

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill St
North Manchester IN 46962

