South/Central Indiana District
NEWSLETTER 2014

June 8 is Pentecost, a day to celebrate the Holy Spirit blowing over and
through, around and within. Pentecost is a story of crowded chaos. It is a day
of people and power, a message of peace and possibilities.
Even with God’s gift of the Holy Spirit, we are a diverse bunch of people!
This afternoon the radio conversation explains the inability of Congress to
accomplish anything because of ideological differences and party priorities.
Earlier I heard a sportscaster declare that the 2014 draft is causing chaos in
the sports world. Recently the On Earth Peace board began an in-depth process
of antiracism training. Comments attributed to Donald Sterling, owner of the
NBA LA Clippers, remind us prejudice is not a thing of the past. I’ve even
listened as church people declare their way the only way to understand the
Bible.
We have our divisions. We can be as boundary oriented as the Parthians,
Medes, and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus,
Asia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, Libya, Rome; Cretans, Arabs, Jews and
converts (Acts 2:9-11).
That first Pentecost, people did not lose their identifying characteristics.
However, those differences did not defeat the Holy Spirit. The wind blew and
the Spirit invaded that Jerusalem gathering place and people experienced the
power of God. Peter spoke of vision, dreams, prophesy, wonders and the great
and glorious day of the Lord. Could it be that the Holy Spirit is blowing in our
midst, calling us to find effective ways to proclaim God’s power with a strong
united voice of faith?

-Beth
Please submit information for the July newsletter to the district office by June 9.

Another Way of Making a Bucket List
Some time ago the district board named
a committee to encourage better
stewardship. That committee is Aaron
Gross, Nancy Faus and Carolyn Mosson.
One of the first conversations we had was
about our need to encourage a sense of
being part of the same district, a common
team, and a united voice for faith. To that
end, the committee suggested, and the
district board approved, asking every
congregation in our district to bring one
Church World Service clean-up bucket to
District Conference.
We hope every congregation will
agree to sharing one bucket of cleanup
supplies with someone experiencing the
aftermath of a disaster. Soon you will be
receiving an empty 5-gallon bucket with a
lid (provided by the committee) for your
congregation to fill. The list of supplies will
be provided in the bucket; it is provided
here in case you want to get started.
In the months ahead you will be
receiving additional stewardship ideas and
possibilities. We hope you will enjoy
collecting the items to complete your bucket
to bring to district conference!
If you need inspiration, watch this video of volunteers from
Atlantic Northeast and Southern Pennsylvania districts,
who assembled 1000 clean-up kits in one hour!
http://www.cwsglobal.org/get-involved/kits/emergencyclean-up-buckets.html

To assemble an Emergency
Cleanup Bucket, you will
need these items:
One five-gallon bucket with resealable lid (will be provided)
Five scouring pads
Seven sponges, assorted sizes
One scrub brush
Eighteen cleaning towels
(reusable, like Easy Wipes®)
One 50- to 78-oz. box dry
laundry detergent
One 12-oz. bottle of liquid
concentrated household
cleaner (like Lysol®)
One 25-oz. bottle liquid
disinfectant dish soap (like
Dawn®)
One package of 48-50
clothespins
Clothesline, 2 50-ft. or 1 100-ft.
Five dust masks
Two pairs latex gloves (like
Playtex®)
One pair work gloves
28-bag roll of heavy-duty trash
bags (30- to 45-gallon)
One 6- to 9-oz. bottle of insect
repellent (pump, drops or
lotion, not aerosol)
Please provide all liquids in new,
unopened plastic bottles. Be sure to
send only new materials. Place all
items in the plastic bucket, making
sure they are packed securely to
avoid damage during shipment, and
seal lid with packing tape.
Note: Because of the volatility of
the contents, Emergency Cleanup
Kits are not shipped internationally.
Processing/Shipping Cost: $3 per
Bucket

Pastoral Updates:

Pastoral Updates
Burnettsville: searching
Huntington: called Tim Troyer 5/18
ANNUAL CONFERENCE INFORMATION
As Annual Conference Moderator, Nancy Sollenberger
Heishman, quoted to us in April from the Apostle Paul, “Grace to you
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!”
Annual Conference 2014 is rapidly approaching, and I bring
greetings from your Standing Committee. From the vantage point of
this old grizzled veteran of many Annual Conferences, it seems that in
the recent past, we have begun to do this thing called AC much better.
It isn’t that there is any lack of controversial subjects (that is what AC
is supposed to address); rather, we have become much more
comfortable talking TO one another, instead of AT one another. I am
looking forward to our journey to Columbus, Ohio, for good
fellowship, inquiry and worship.
It has been our tradition in the past to hold a delegate briefing
at a location within the district, usually on a Sunday afternoon. This
year, we would like to begin a new tradition born of the electronic age,
and suggest that delegates access the video on the brethren.org website,
which covers very well the structure and workings of the Annual
Conference, and to direct your attention to the delegate booklets that
have been sent to each delegate, to familiarize yourselves with the
business items to be covered this year. Hopefully, this will save on
expensive travel, and aid us all in joining the information generations
who will follow in our footsteps.
If you have questions for me concerning Standing Committee
business or anything at all regarding Annual Conference, please feel
free to contact me at cassidy.m@comcast.net, or by phone at 765-5915447. Please give your non-computer age delegate-mates a hand in this
endeavor. Our District Executive Minister, Beth Sollenberger, can be
reached at the district office as well. See you all in Columbus!

Sunday, June 1
Wabash County CROP Walk
2 p.m. meet in Warvel Park
(North Manchester)
25% of funds raised stay in Wabash
County; 75% go to Church World
Service.
For more information, contact Kay Batdorf at
klbatdorf@cinergymetro.net or 260-982-8789.

Nelson’s Port-a-Pit Chicken &
Potatoes
Kokomo COB
Friday, June 13. 3:30 p.m.
on the west driveway
10% of this year’s proceeds will go to
Relay for Life.
The remainder of the proceeds will go
for outreach of the church.

Mike Cassidy, Buck Creek CoB, Standing Committee Delegate

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR
JUNE
June 1 - Please pray with us for Arcadia COB.
June 8 - Please pray with us for West Eel River COB.
June 15 - Please pray with us for Bethel Center COB.
June 22 - Please pray with us for Upper Fall Creek COB.
June 29 - Please pray with us for Annual Conference.

We are asking you to remember our
sister churches and denominational
agencies in prayer. Those listed are
merely suggestions for the week.

District Conference
Pie Auction!
September 13
Pleasant Dale
We need your best bakers (and buyers)!
Each congregation is asked to bring two pies to be auctioned off during District Conference. Auction proceeds
will support the Education Ministry Fund and the District
Budget.
This replaces the theme baskets that we have done in the past.

There is still time to take the Vital Ministry Journey between now and
District Conference, as suggested by our district board. Vital Ministry
Journey is part Bible study, part prayer and part perceiving God’s call.
Resource books are available from the district office ($1/copy + mailing
cost). Call 260-982-8805 or email scindcob@gmail.com to request materials.
The Wabash congregation is one that has completed the Journey; you
will find some reflections in their May newsletter, http://
www.wabashcob.org/May.pdf

A tentative assignment for a disaster team June 15-21 in Tom's River, New Jersey, has
fallen through. Which of you are available to fill that important disaster responsibility on very short
notice? Call me immediately at 260-982-2971.
URGENT NEED:

July 27 - August 2 is another assignment for our district. No location has been given yet for this week. We have some
folks committed but still need more to fill those project needs.
If those two dates don't fit your schedule but you still want to go, please let me know. Often other weeks need a few
extra volunteers to round out a full team in one of the ongoing project sites. Any skill level can be used! Remember we can
use cooks, carpenters and helpers.
Some congregations are better able to put together kits than send disaster volunteers. Church World Service through
BDM always needs school kits for refugee camps, hygiene kits in the midst of violence or post-disaster, baby care kits for
areas of extreme poverty and emergency cleanup buckets to assist families after disasters here in the United States. Check the
BDM web site for instructions or call me.
Remember too our district-nurtured Kathy Fry-Miller and her new leadership of the BDM Child Care Program. She
will welcome your interest in training for staffing that essential aspect of disaster response. Contact her by calling 1-800-4514407 or 260-704-1443. Watch for more information about training for Children’s Disaster Services, to be held at the
Manchester Church of the Brethren September 19-20.
Thank you for your interest in and support of Brethren Disaster Ministries! Blessings of peace to you!
Cliff Kindy, District Disaster Coordinator

Around the District:
Reminder:
Education for Conflict Resolution is holding a training in Mediating Interpersonal Conflict June 20 –22
and 27-29 in North Manchester. CEUs may be earned by taking this course. To register, call ECR at
260-982-4621 or email info@workitout.org.
Prayer request:
Gretchen Catron of the Kokomo COB is traveling in Nigeria with Back2Back. She hopes to visit an EYN
congregation while there. She is blogging at http://lostingrace.blog.com/.
News from Bethany Seminary:
Eight students received their Master of Divinity degrees on May 10. More news from the Seminary can
be found at https://www.bethanyseminary.edu/.

Resources:
Looking for Vacation Bible School materials? Heifer International has curriculum to offer. Check it out
at www.heifer.org/crackers.
On Earth Peace offers worship resources for Pentecost: http://faithful-steward.tumblr.com/.
Victory Noll Center in Huntington has announced their Spiritual Formation Program which begins in
September. Learn more at www.olvm.org/vncenter or by emailing suewilhelm@olvm.org.

Denominational News & Opportunities
Are you going to Annual Conference?
Burt and Helen Wolf are the on-site coordinators for this year's conference in Columbus, Ohio.
There are many coordinators that are planning for the age group activities, as well as the other
areas that make up Annual Conference. Numerous people in Southern Ohio District have
agreed to help. However, additional volunteers are needed in First Aid, Early Childhood, and
as ushers. Since our district is next door, this is a great opportunity for us to help out. Many
people are needed to make Annual Conference run smoothly. If you are able to help in any
capacity, please contact the Wolfs:
Burt and Helen Wolf
820 Mill Ridge Circle
Union OH 45322
helen.wolf@yahoo.com
937-832-6383
Do you know someone who would be a good person for one of these positions?
Washington City Church of the Brethren is seeking a Food Ministries Coordinator to direct
overall operations of the Brethren Nutrition Program, a lunch program for people who are
homeless and in need in Capitol Hill. The position begins July 1 and is a full-time 40-hour
stipend position with benefits, including housing at Brethren House, a community house on
Capitol Hill. To view the complete position description, click here. To apply, send a cover
letter and a resume to bnpposition@gmail.com.
Brethren Benefit Trust is seeking to fill the positions of Assistant Director of Financial
Operations and Director of Communications. If you or someone you know is interested in
this position, please submit a letter of interest, resume, salary requirement, and 3 professional
references to the attention of Donna March at 1505 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120,
or dmarch@cobbt.org. For questions or clarification about the position, please call 847-6223371. For more information about Brethren Benefit Trust, visit www.brethrenbenefittrust.org
Prayers for Nigeria
As many of you know, last month over 200 girls (many of them EYN Brethren, http://
support.brethren.org/site/R?i=ythPIkiAKLeJiwXp0k_Wmw) were kidnapped from their school
in Chibok, Nigeria, by Boko Haram, an Islamic sect in northern Nigeria violently seeking a
“pure” Islamic state. The leaders of EYN have asked us to enter into a season of prayer and
fasting for the wellbeing of the girls and the Nigerian people. We must stand in solidarity with
our Nigerian brothers and sisters and remember that our God is a God of the oppressed and
powerless. When all hope is lost, our God can find a way out of the wilderness.
Each of our congregations should have received a letter from Stan Noffsinger, General
Secretary of the Church of the Brethren, Inc., with the name of an individual girl for whom to
pray. If you did not receive such a letter, please contact snoffsinger@brethren.org. Prayer
resources are available at www.brethren.org, along with additional news and information about
the situation in Nigeria.
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Peacefully, Simply, Together
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

South/Central Indiana District Office
Church of the Brethren

Office Hours
Mon - Thurs 9am - 12noon

Phone
260-982-8805

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

District Conference
September 13, 2014
Pleasant Dale COB (near Decatur)
Kay Gaier, Moderator
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Church of the Brethren
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