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I caught a mouse last night. Having noticed that something seemed to be having
parties in my kitchen, I set 3 traps last evening before going to bed. This morning
two were licked clean of any trace of peanut butter, still waiting to be sprung. The
third trap, however, held the chubby dead mouse caught in the act of snacking.
When Tim became the pastor of the Bethany Church of the Brethren, he used to
come home laughing from the once-a-month men’s fellowship breakfast because
someone would have given voice to an unrealistic idea. The guys had a phrase,
“every third idea,” meaning only one in three ideas had much merit. They weren’t
saying ideas in general are bad, but that it takes a lot of ideas to get to the one that
actually works or makes sense or is practical. In many ways, they were encouraging
people to keep sharing ideas. By taking the stigma away from a bad idea because it
was counted in the steps to a good idea you actually get more ideas and therefore
more really good ideas. If you don’t set a few useless traps, you won’t set the trap
that gets the mouse either.
Sometimes I wonder if we don’t stymie stellar ideas in church because, instead of
chuckling about 2 out of 3 ideas that lack merit, we squash the first idea and put an
end to all creativity. As a person who really likes ideas, I hope I encourage others to
also like ideas. A few discarded ideas along the way is a small price to pay for an idea
that makes a difference: increasing the energy of a congregation, increasing the
visibility of a congregation, increasing the outreach, effectiveness, and faithfulness
of a congregation.
How many ideas have you heard lately and what is the one that needs your
attention so it can make the Good News real in your neighborhood?

--Beth

Our sympathies are extended to the family of Vernon Miller, who died June 3.
Vernon served as pastor of 8 congregations over a period of 41 years.
We also pray for Lyndia Rush (Logansport COB office administrator) and her family
after the loss of their infant daughter, Tenlee, on May 27.

DIRECTORY CORRECTIONS
Please make these changes to your district directory:
pp. 9, 24, 45, 50: Mel Zumbrun’s phone number is
260-519-5725.
p. 12: Andrews Preacher Joe Hostetler’s phone
number is 260-356-3471

Help Needed at Annual Conference

pp. 15, 41, 49: Merle Rummel’s phone number is 765993-7165

We are in need of volunteers to serve as Floor
Tellers during the business sessions of Annual
Conference, July 4-8. Delegates and Nondelegates alike can volunteer for this position.
The Tellers see that all printed information is
provided to the delegates so that they can fulfill
their responsibility. Any standing vote count is
also handled by the Tellers. If you are willing to
serve, or know of someone who is, please contact
Mark Liller (Head Teller) at mwliller@gmail.com
or 814-695-3979.

p. 19: Logansport pastor Aaron Gross’ phone number
is 574-753-4441.

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT
As of May 31, 2018

Income
May
YTD
Cong. Self-Allocation $3,677.50 $33,117.30
Restricted Income
Other Income

2,725.40
2,536.43

11,793.40
6,412.04

Total Income

$8,939.33 $51,322.74

Expenses
District Expenses

$7,787.12 $40,074.64

Restricted Expenses

2,646.26

September 9-15 is a week BDM needs 15
volunteers from our district in Lumberton,
North Carolina. The work is in response to
Hurricane Matthew; a double team of 30 will
be working in South Carolina and North
Carolina.
If you can go or have questions please contact
Cliff Kindy <kindy@cpt.org> or 260-982-2971.

24,873.53

Total Expenses

$10,433.38 $63,948.17

NET

$(1,494.05) $(12,625.43)

District Fund Balance

$67,143.06
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MANY THANKS to those of you
who took time from your day to
meet videographer Dave
Sollenberger last week! Join us
at District Conference to see
the results!

PASTORAL UPDATES
Guernsey: seeking part-time pastor.
Manchester: seeking full-time youth pastor.
Pipe Creek: creating congregational profile.
Pleasant Dale: seeking full-time youth pastor.
Union Grove: Phil Troxell and Nate Osner are
sharing interim responsibilities June - August.

Sixty-three youth and advisors from South/Central
Indiana District are registered to attend National
Youth Conference (NYC) from July 21-26. Participants
will focus on the theme “Bound Together: Clothed in
Christ.” The scriptural theme is from Colossians 3:1215: “As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if
anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each
other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also
must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to
which indeed you were called in the one body. And be
thankful.”

Wabash: arranging for interim pastor.
Please pray for these congregations as they
experience pastoral transitions.

DISTRICT CONFERENCE
District Conference Delegate Authorization Forms
have been sent to all congregations, some by mail,
some by email. If the forms have not reached the
right person, please contact the district office.
Forms are due August 1.
The non-delegate registration form is available on
the district website conference page or can be
obtained by calling the District Office at 260-9828805.

Laura Stone, Timbercrest Chaplain, is one of the NYC
speakers. Please pray for Laura and all those traveling
to Fort Collins, Colorado, for NYC.

BE ALERT!! District Board member Theresa Sites
and her husband Dennis are delivering empty
buckets to every congregation! These are for you
to fill with clean-up supplies, to be brought to
District Conference at the Grandview Church of the
Brethren on September 15. Please keep an eye out
for your bucket.

BLI ORIENTATION DAY
A reminder that Brethren Leadership Institute is
holding an Orientation Day, Sat., June 23, from 9 a.m.
to 12:30 pm at the Marion Church of the Brethren. All
are welcome!

More details about District Conference will be in
the August newsletter.

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR JULY
July 1 - Please pray with us for all traveling to Annual Conference, and for the
events that will take place there.
July 8 - Please pray with us for the Church of the Brethren, Inc.
July 15 - Please pray with us for the Logansport COB and the Western Plains District.
July 22 - Please pray with us for National Youth Conference, July 21-26, Ft. Collins, Colo.
July 29 - Please pray with us for Lower Deer Creek COB and the West Marva District.
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DISTRICT BOARD MEETS TO REVIEW SURVEY RESULTS
The District Board met June 18 with Stan Dueck, COB Disciple Ministries Office, to review the results of the
recent surveys completed by many of you. Many thanks to those of you who took time to respond to this
survey; your participation is much appreciated. A sub-committee of the Board will be meeting to further
explore the results in preparation for future action.
Stan mentioned that one thing that stood out as being highly valued in the district is the Brethren
Leadership Institute (BLI). Below are excerpts from a paper written for the last BLI class. Visit
www.scindcob.org/bli to learn more about this program.

CHURCH HISTORY WITH DISTRICT CONNECTIONS
Tom Brown, Lafayette Church of the Brethren, audited the Brethren Leadership Institute’s Church History
Class this spring. Below are excerpts from a report he wrote for the class. His full paper can be obtained
from the district office or by contacting Tom at belserbrown@gmail.com.
“Julius Belser, son of Julius Sr. and Florence Belser, was born in Hershey, Pa., and raised in nearby
Elizabethtown. Born in 1931 and the oldest of five children, Julius Jr. was an active member of the
Elizabethtown COB. He married his high school sweetheart, Peggy Eberly, in 1952 and graduated from
Elizabethtown College in 1953.
“Three children were born to their union - a son, then two daughters. Thirty-onederful years ago, in
1987, their youngest, Ann, became my wife.
“In 1953, Julius and Peggy moved to Chicago, Illinois, to attend Bethany Seminary. They did not know it at
the time, but they would not be returning to Pennsylvania to live. During their Seminary studies at
Bethany, they became interested in, and felt called to, staying in Chicago to minister in its low income
black neighborhoods.
“After graduation, Julius accepted a pastoral position with the West Side Christian Parish, a collection of
small “store-front” churches conducting inner-city outreach ministries in Chicago’s West Side. By the late
50s, the Belsers’ church (Church of Hope) was hosting BVS workers for various neighborhood and
community service ministries. One the BVS workers in 1958 was from little Delphi, Indiana. His name
was Paul La Prad.
“Paul La Prad, son of John and Ruth La Prad was born in rural Delphi, Indiana, in 1939, the same year the
old Delphi COB was restarted as the Pittsburg COB. John La Prad was the pastor of this small
congregation then, and would remain with the church until 1970, when he accepted a pastorate at the
Lower Deer Creek COB.”
Tom goes on to explain that Paul moved to Nashville, Tennessee, and became involved with the civil rights
movement there. Tom details several ways that the non-violent workers in the civil rights movement were involved
with both Paul and Julius, undoubtedly mutually influencing one another. Tom’s paper concludes thusly:
“Raging forest fires can begin with only a spark or small flame. So, too, can great movements of Church
History. I believe Julius Belser was the spark (with James Lawson as the wind) that ignited youthful tinder
(La Prad, then Nash, Lewis, Lafayette, and Bevel) in Nashville, Tennessee. Their small flame grew into a
mighty Fire for Justice that raged for nearly a decade and changed our American landscape for the (much)
better.”
Thank you, Tom, for sharing this story with us!
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South/Central Indiana District of the Church of the Brethren
Peacefully, Simply, Together.
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Don Fecher, Brethren Leadership Institute Asst.
brethrenleadershipinstitute@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday & Tuesday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
as needed

Phone 260-982-8805; Fax 260-982-7181
District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester IN 46962

