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This morning while visiting my mother we heard a strange bawl. A
small search led to the discovery of a neighbor’s black Angus calf expressing his lostness down by the calf pens all holding brown Jerseys.
My sister, with minimal help from me, got him through the barnyard,
sorted from the cows and into his own private calf pen pending pick up
by his owners. She just texted that he does not belong to the farm she
expected him to belong to and has had no luck finding his owner. She
is out making a circle to see who else around might be missing an Angus calf.
Made me wonder how many people in this world feel lost without any
obvious characteristics to label them lost. Earlier this morning I
learned a neighbor’s son was arrested and imprisoned on another drug
charge last night. I am well aware that many children in our town are
hungry these days when school is not in session and free lunches not
so easily available. Our food pantry is a busy place. Sometimes lost is
obvious and sometimes it is more difficult to recognize.
Jesus had words to say about looking for the lost and lonely, the downtrodden and needy. They are to be searched for. They are to be cared
for; fed, visited, clothed, healed. And they are to be prayed for. I know
the congregations of our district have a heart for those who need a
helping hand. Across our district there are food pantries, day care programs, free clothing closets, prison ministries, diaper giveaways, and
community meals. Bless you! For the ways you reach out to neighbors
in need. I give thanks for the commitment I see across our congregations to care for neighbors in need of care and prayer.
The challenge is to see those in need and do the caring, to actively look for those who are lost and
to pray that each might learn to know the welcoming grace of Jesus Christ in their lives. Blessings
upon all who share in the task of finding the lost and welcoming the stranger.
Blessings,

Beth

District News Items
DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT

2021 DISTRICT CONFERENCE
“ABUNDANT HOPE, JOY, AND PEACE BY THE
POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT”

Romans 15:13

Saturday, September 11, 2021
Manchester Church of the Brethren

as of May 31, 2021
May

YTD

Income
Congregations’
Self-Allocation
Restricted
Income

$570.14

$31,382.36

$25.00

$1,350.00

A shortened in-person session for delegates
and presenters only, all others are invited to
join by livestream.

Other Income

$1,232.60

$20,151.05

Total Income

$1,827.74

$52,883.41

Delegate designation forms have been mailed
or e-mailed to all congregations; if another
copy is needed, please contact the District
Office.

Expenses
$7,066.56

$38,924.38

$40.37

$761.04

$7,106.93

$39,685.42

-$5,279.19

$13,197.99

————————For this year’s service project, the Program &
Arrangements Committee is asking congregations to collect monetary donations for Brethren Disaster Ministries.

2021 DISTRICT DIRECTORY AVAILABLE
The 2021 South/Central Indiana District Directory is now available. Digital copies have been
sent to all church offices, pastors, and those on
committees or included in the leadership list.
If you are in need of a paper copy, please contact the District Office and we will mail one to
you.

District Expenses
Restricted
Expenses
Total Expenses
Net
District Fund Balance

$122,906.18

July District Prayer Calendar
July 4 - Please pray with us for the Church of
the Brethren, Inc.
July 11 - Please pray with us for Manchester
COB and the West Marva District.
July 18 - Please pray with us for Marion COB
and the Atlantic Northeast District.
July 25 - Please pray with us for Mexico COB
and the Atlantic Southeast District.
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BRETHREN LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
UPCOMING COURSES
History of the Church
Instructor: Doug Veal
Dates: August 7 & 21, September 18
Location: Marion COB
To register for a BLI course or for questions,
contact the District Office (260) 982-8805,
scindcob@gmail.com.
Classes are open to all: You may be exploring
ministry, answering a call to ministry, and/or
seeking further education. CEUs are available.
For more information on the Brethren
Leadership Institute (BLI) and fees, visit http://
www.scindcob.org/BLI.html.

NATIONAL OLDER ADULT CONFERENCE (NOAC)
SEPTEMBER 6-10, 2021 - ONLINE/VIRTUAL ONLY

$100 per person, $150 for couples

NOAC is a Spirit-filled gathering of adults 50
and older who love learning and discerning
together, exploring God’s call for their lives
and living out that call by sharing their energy,
insight, and legacy with their families, communities, and the world.
To register, go to: https://
churchofthebrethren.regfox.com/noac2021

Conference information: https://
www.brethren.org/discipleshipmin/noac/
Interview with Conference coordinator:
https://www.brethren.org/news/2021/
interview-with-noac-coordinator/?
utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_camp
aign=interview-with-noac-coordinator

August 1 is the next deadline for
pastors to apply for assistance
from the Ministry Excellence
Project. The general categories
for assistance are these:
medical and dental costs, inadequate funding for
retirement, low salaries and benefits, continuing
education expenses (including BLI classes) and
educational loans for the pastor and/or spouse
that have become a long-term burden.
Assistance can help the pastor, spouse, and
dependent children.

Living Word Bulletins
by Rachel Gross

My daughters taught me the acronym “FOMO” – Fear Of Missing Out. I have it! During the last year
when our congregation was meeting remotely, we did not have access to the Church of the Brethren Living Word bulletins. I missed reading what sisters and brothers in the denomination had
written, along with the many beautiful photos that grace the bulletins.
I learned recently that, as a way to support Brethren Press, the Wabash COB continued to order
Living Word bulletins during the last year, even though they were not using them due to meeting
virtually. Michelle Roudabush, the church’s administrative assistant, graciously provided me with
single copies of bulletins from March 22, 2020, through May of this year. She is willing to do that
for anyone else, who like me, has FOMO. You can email her at office@wabashcob.org to arrange to
pick them up.
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE SUNDAY 2021!

“Each year, we form one large worshiping congregation on Annual Conference Sunday, as many
congregations and individuals tune into the webcast on Sunday morning. We invite you and your
congregation to join the streaming worship on Sunday, July 4, 2021. By streaming the Annual Conference service for the worship in your church, your congregation can worship along with thousands of other Brethren!” - from Annual Conference website
For more information and instructions, go to: https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/webcasts/annualconference-sunday/
ANNUAL CONFERENCE LINKS & INFORMATION

How to Access Annual Conference Site— registered delegates
and non-delegates: https://mailchi.mp/brethren.org/ac-2021access-to-the-cob-annual-conference-site?e=73b7b3873c
Worship Services Link—https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/
webcasts/
Praying for Annual Conference: https://www.brethren.org/
news/2021/church-members-invited-to-pray/
Delegate Briefing Video: https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/business/
Business Items:
•

Ballots: https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/business/ballots/

•

Compelling Vision: https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2021/03/UB1.-Compelling-Vision.pdf and https://www.brethren.org/ac/compelling-vision/

•

Update to Polity Regarding Annual Conference Agencies: https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/wpcontent/uploads/sites/20/2021/03/UB-2.-Update-to-Polity-Regarding-Annual-ConferenceAgencies.pdf

Conference Schedule: https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/activities/schedule/
If you’re looking for additional Annual Conference information not included here, please go to the
Annual Conference website: www.brethren.org/ac2021
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Annual Conference thru July 4 - online/virtual

1

Thu

S/C IN District July 2021

Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office, Church of the Brethren
260.982.8805; 260.982.7181 (fax)
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Sarah O’Hara, Administrative Assistant
scindcob@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
District Website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCentral-Indiana-District-205091192857321/

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester, IN 46962

«FIRST» «LAST»
«ADDRESS»
«CITY», «STATE» «ZIP»

YOUR LOGO HERE
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