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As I write this, plans and preparations are well underway for the big gathering
of Brethren at the Church of the Brethren Annual Conference in Columbus, Ohio.
One of my tasks is to create the Council of District Executives’ booth for the
exhibit hall. This year we are focusing on leadership and the booth will feature
some quotes shared by district executives. Here is a sampling of those thoughts:
“The church would be far better off if we gave less time and energy to
the business aspects and more to the spiritual focus.” – David
Shumate, Virlina
“Take your task seriously but do not take yourself too seriously. There
was a church before us, and, God willing, the church will be here after
we are long gone. It is really about what God wants, not my pet
projects.” – Bill Waugh, Southern Pennsylvania
“God has a plan for each congregation; we just need to be open to the
leading of the Spirit and our own discernment to discover what our
unique ministry is/can/will be.” – Colleen Michael, Pacific Northwest
Good thoughts to think on as we continue to follow God’s leading and be the
church together in 2014.

-Beth

If you are not able to be in Columbus, Ohio, for Annual Conference Sunday morning
worship (July 6), information is available on how your congregation can watch the service
online: http://www.brethren.org/ac/2014/webcasts.html

Continuing Education Opportunity and Pre-Conference Information

Grace to You and
Peace:
Claiming the
‟Given Life”
Friday, September 12
Pleasant Dale Church of the Brethren
12:30

Registration and snacks

1:00

Session with Jeff Hawkins

5:30

Gathering and hors d'oeuvres

6:00

Dinner

(Beth promises the pie will be back! )
7:00 Dr. Jeff Carter, President of
Bethany Theological Seminary
Cost for afternoon session:
$25 (includes .5 CEU, attendance at
evening session required)
$15 (no CEU)
Cost for dinner and evening program: Free

All pastors, credentialed ministers,
afternoon participants, district
leadership and their families are invited
for hors d’oeuvres and dinner before the
evening presentation by Dr. Carter.

with
Jeff Hawkins

Pastors of congregations are positioned
uncomfortably at the place where the driven life of
Western culture meets the given life of God's Creation and
Kingdom. The compulsion to live by achieving can
crowd out the divine desire for the beloved to live by
receiving. In light of this, it is useful to ask, ‟What may it
mean to live out of the bestowed reality of ‘grace to you
and peace from God our Father and from The Lord Jesus
Christ’?”
We invite a thought-provoking conversation
between a grace-oriented Lutheran and a gathering of
peace-oriented Brethren at a pre-conference workshop led
by Pastor Jeff Hawkins of North Manchester. After 23
years as a congregational pastor, Jeff now serves as
Executive Director of HOPE CSA, Inc., a not-for-profit
clergy continuing education and congregational
consultation ministry started in 2003. He also owns and
operates J.L. Hawkins Family Farm in partnership with
his son. More information can be found at
www.hopecsa.org and www.hawkinsfamilyfarm.com.
This educational opportunity is available to anyone
in the district who would like to participate. The cost to
attend the afternoon is $15. For CEUs add $10, and also
attend the evening session.

Look for more information about District Conference in next month’s newsletter.
Please submit information for the August newsletter to the district office by July 10.
We’re eager to share your news!

District Conference Planning
This year planning committees are inviting District Conference attendees to bring some
new things to District Conference. The Program and Arrangements Committee is asking
each congregation to provide 2 homemade pies for an auction. Bring pies and bring your
money to bid on a pie. We think this will be a fun and tasty way to support the education of
pastors and the financial stability of the district.
The District Board-appointed Stewardship Committee is asking each congregation to
fill an Emergency Cleanup Bucket for Church World Service to be shared in the wake of a
disaster. In the near future a member of the committee will be dropping off to your church a
plastic bucket for you to fill and bring with you to District Conference. If you have questions
please be in touch with the district office.
These are the items that need to be in your bucket:
Five scouring pads
Seven sponges, assorted sizes
One scrub brush
Eighteen cleaning towels (reusable, like Easy Wipes®)
One 50– to 78-oz. box dry laundry detergent
One 12-oz. bottle of liquid concentrated household cleaner (like Lysol®)
One 25--oz. bottle liquid disinfectant dish soap (like Dawn®)
One package of 48-50 clothespins
Clothesline, two 50-ft. or one 100-ft.
Five dust masks
Two pairs latex gloves (like Playtex®)
One pair work gloves
28-bag roll of heavy-duty trash bags (30– to 45-gallon)
One 6– to 9-oz. bottle of insect repellent (pump, drops or lotion, not aerosol)
$3 for shipping
Please provide all liquids in new, unopened plastic bottles. Be sure to use only new
materials. Place all items in the plastic bucket, making sure they are packed securely to
avoid damage during shipment, and seal lid with packing tape.
District Conference Delegate Authorization Forms
Thanks very much to those of you who have returned your forms! I apologize that the format I used for
sending them was difficult for some to print. I will be very glad to re-send in an easier format; please email
me at scindcob@gmail.com, or call 260-982-8805, if you would like me to do that. You can also access the
form, as well as the non-delegate registration form, on the district web site, http://www.scindcob.org/
mission.html. Forms are due in the district office by July 15 (August 15 for non-delegates).
—Rachel Gross in the district office

DVD of "Goodbye Still Night" Concert available

Pastoral Updates:

Pastoral Updates
Burnettsville: searching
Eel River Community: pastor has
resigned

A dvd of the April 26 concert at the Manchester CoB is
available. The concert brought together Andy and Terry Murray
with their daughters Kim and Kris, Shawn Kirchner, and Mutual
Kumquat (Chris Good, Seth Hendricks, Drue Gray and Jacob
Jolliff). To purchase a dvd (produced by David Sollenberger and
Rainer Borgmann) send $25 to Manchester CoB, PO Box 349,
North Manchester IN 46962 (checks payable to Manchester
CoB). Upon receipt of your payment the church will mail you a
dvd. Be sure to include name/address where you would like the
dvd to be shipped.

Big Changes in Store for the Richmond Congregation
Like many congregations these days, Richmond has been facing some difficult, changing realities. Over
the past few years we've had a lot of families leave town and now our church family is about half the size it
was just ten years ago.
Last year we formally recognized that we couldn't keep doing the same things we'd been doing and
expect any different result. We decided it was time to do something radically different in order to continue as a
congregation. As part of re-envisioning how we can be faithful to our Brethren heritage and engaged with our
21st-century reality, we realized that spending our time, energy, and money on our relationships with God,
neighbors, and each other feels more important than property ownership. So we decided we would either fully
rent or sell our building by the end of 2014.
To make a long story shorter, we were blessed to have quickly found a buyer for our building and will
be closing on the sale July 28th. We are making arrangements to move our worship space, office, and other
programs into a shared-space arrangement with the First Friends Meeting here in Richmond. We plan to spend
the next year there in a period of continued discernment as to how Jesus is calling us to be church in new and
exciting ways, to the glory of God and for our neighbors' good.
We appreciate your prayers and support as we live into this time of letting go and reimagining, trusting
that God will continue to guide us. Our last worship gathering and potluck lunch in our old building will take
place on July 13th at 10:30am. We welcome anyone who would like to join us to say goodbye to and bless the
building as we pray for the Living Christ to lead us onward in this journey of faith.
—Matt McKimmy, pastor

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR
JULY
July 6 - Please pray with us for Buck Creek COB.
July 13 - Please pray with us for Richmond COB.
July 20 - Please pray with us for Buffalo COB.
July 27 - Please pray with us for National Youth
Conference.

We ask you to remember our sister
churches and denominational
agencies in prayer. Those listed are
suggestions for each week.

To the Congregations of Northern and South/Central Indiana Districts:
You have helped to make Camp Mack a cherished place to experience God in important
ways. Therefore, we need to share the following statement with you and ask that you offer the
information to members of your congregation:
The Indiana Camp Board announces that as of June 1, 2014, Galen Jay is serving as
Interim Executive Director at Camp Mack as Rex Miller has retired.
We have discovered that, due to financial issues at camp, funds have been misallocated
from the Growing From The Ashes fundraising campaign to cover operating expenses and
capital improvements.
We are in the process of securing an independent audit and most likely the services of a
business/financial consultant(s) to assist us in dealing with these concerns.
As a board, we are working to maintain the property and programs in a way that shares
holy hospitality and a sense of God's presence with all who set foot on Camp Mack. We seek
your prayers as we work through this uncertain time. If your congregation has given a gift to
the Growing From The Ashes campaign, then as soon as we have an accurate accounting of
our financial situation we will be in touch with you regarding the funds you have already
shared. From this day forward, all gifts received for the campaign will be placed in a separate
Lake City Bank certificate of deposit which will be administered by board appointed trustees.
Thank you for your support. If you have questions please be in touch with J.D. Wagoner.
J.D.Wagoner, Chairperson, Indiana Camp Board
jnbwagoner@gmail.com
Indiana Camp Board: Amy Eberly Baumann, Dennis Beckner,
Barry Bucher, Sue Freel, Richard Hollinger, Ryan McBride,
Christine Phelps, Carole Seward, Beth Sollenberger, Kurt
Vardamon, Carol Waggy, J.D. Wagoner
The Northern Indiana District Leadership Team is pleased to announce that Torin Eikler has accepted the call to
serve Northern Indiana District as District Executive Minister, a 4/5 time position, beginning September 1, 2014.
Torin is currently serving as team pastor at the Morgantown Church of the Brethren in West Marva District.
During his seven-year tenure as co-pastor, Torin has also provided leadership for West Marva District through Bible
study, the Peace Team, and Matthew 18 seminars. Because the congregation is affiliated with the Mennonite Church
USA, Torin has also been a member of Allegheny Mennonite Conference committee for conference structure redesign.
Denominationally, Torin has served on the Committee on Interchurch Relations, the Anti-Racism Team, and as
Guest Director for Youth Workcamps. During his tenure in Brethren Volunteer Service he served as coordinator for
Church of the Brethren Workcamps and the Capitol Hill Soup Kitchen in Washington, DC.
Torin is a 2007 graduate of Bethany Theological Seminary with a Master of Divinity. He graduated from
Manchester (College) University in 1996 with a Bachelor of Arts in Biology and Environmental Studies with a minor in
French.
Torin and Carrie Eikler will be moving to the Northern Indiana District sometime in August. Carrie will
continue to serve as coordinator for the Ministry Training programs (TRIM and EFSM) of the Brethren Academy for
Ministerial Leadership, a ministry training partnership of Bethany Theological Seminary and the Church of the Brethren
Office of Ministry. They have three children: Sebastian (7), Alistair (4), and Patrick (1).

25 Years of Touring for Tenderness
By Sue Cassel, ADNet Field Associate
reprinted from the Anabaptist Disabilities Network newsletter
On October 8, 1989, Richard Propes started out on a trip he began calling the Tenderness Tour. As he describes
it, “I’d lost just about everything a human being can lose—wife, newborn, both feet, and even my home.” Born with
spina bifida, Richard experienced so much sexual abuse growing up that he recounts, “I thought abuse was my story.”
After losing his wife to suicide, which also took the life of his newborn daughter, losing both legs due to infection and
lack of self-care while depressed, losing his home, and even attempting suicide, Richard set out on a journey by handpowered wheelchair to find out if there were any good people in the world.
Intending to raise money for child
abuse prevention, Richard started rolling at the Prevent Child Abuse office in Indianapolis. He recalls, “ I left
Indianapolis with $20 in my pocket, a backpack on the wheelchair, and a few press releases explaining my mission. I
traveled 41 days and over 1,000 miles on the first Tenderness Tour and I never went without a meal, never went
without a drink, and never went without encouraging words when I really needed them.”
“Over time, I started
to discover my voice. People seemed to resonate with my message and just the fact that I was doing something so
outrageous. I discovered I wasn’t alone...and I discovered hope.”
The tour became an annual event for Richard. “Since 1989, I’ve traveled around 3,500 miles by wheelchair on
my Tenderness Tour, with three trips from Indy to Chicago, trips to Cincinnati and Lexington and several shorter
trips,” he recounts. “I’ve helped raise nearly $400,000 for children’s organizations around the world, but I’ve
maintained the Tenderness Tour’s all-volunteer, grassroots tradition. Since day one, 100% of the funds raised on the
road have been donated to organizations working to break the cycle of abuse and violence.” Richard went on to earn
degrees from Martin University and Bethany Theological Seminary, and to work in non-profit organizational
management and pastoring in the Church of the Brethren. He wrote a book entitled The Hallelujah Life and has a new
book coming out in September called The Road to Tenderness. A few years ago, he collaborated with a group of
musicians to release a CD benefiting the tour. A second CD is in the works. If that weren’t enough, he also reviews
movies at TheIndependentCritic.com, “an independent voice for the reel world.”
Upcoming Tenderness Tour events include a 25th Anniversary celebration in Indianapolis on October 1 and the
25th Anniversary Tenderness Tour (wheeling across Indiana) to be held October 4–12. Richard is inviting others to
commit to walking/running/wheeling ten miles in their own areas throughout October to raise funds for their favorite
children’s organizations. “I really like the idea of stressing that no single organization can break the cycle—we need
each other,” he comments.
“One of my golden rules as an activist is not to ‘fight’ child abuse or domestic violence, because I don’t want to
give abuse/violence the power. Instead I ask, ‘What do I want to create?’ As scary as it may be for us to say, ‘We need
to deal with domestic violence or sexual violence in our community,’ most people would agree with the statement, ‘I
want my community and church to be safe for children.’ Then, as we start to define what that means, it allows us to
look at how we’re doing well and those areas where we need to improve.”
The Tenderness Tour would welcome volunteers and sponsors. As Richard has gotten older, wheeling has
gotten harder. He depends on a crew of “roadies” and others providing health and personal support. For those in
Indiana, consider inviting Richard to a speaking engagement, special event or book reading, or helping to promote the
tour.
Richard expects in future years to focus on smaller tours and arts-related activism. He welcomes ideas. Contact
Richard or learn more at www.tendernesstour.com.
Richard is the moderator-elect of our district.
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July 2014
Rebecca Dali will be speaking at the North Manchester Public Library, Monday,
July 7, at 7 p.m. She will share about the work she is doing to bring Christ’s
peace to Nigeria. All are welcome.

Late-breaking news:

Peacefully, Simply, Together
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

South/Central Indiana District Office
Church of the Brethren

Office Hours
Mon - Thurs 9am - 12noon

Phone
260-982-8805

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

District Conference
September 13, 2014
Pleasant Dale COB (near Decatur)
Kay Gaier, Moderator

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill St
North Manchester IN 46962

