South/Central Indiana District 2018

Sparkly snow has turned the world outside my window into a wintry wonderland.
My 2018 calendar pages are still looking smooth and neatly marked. No messy
erasures or crossed out changes. I've agreed to commit about 1/4 of my time to
serve as the interim district executive for Michigan district. Words like
opportunity, possibility, favorable come to mind. I might even manage to lose a
few pounds because anything seems possible from this vantage point. There is a
new year ahead and with enough creativity, discipline, effort and blessing, good
things will happen.
However. Last evening I was glancing out our kitchen window and watched a
hawk leave his perch on the top of a bird feeder and fly away. Tim has been
wondering why the birds have not been taking advantage of the filled feeders
during this snowy period. Now we know! It seems a perfect illustration that with
every new year there are detours and obstacles and desserts and conflicts that
can trip us up.
This is the time to find our focus. We all need something to cling to from the days
of clean calendar pages full of potential to the moment when all the dog-eared
and scribbled-over pages signal it's time to get a new calendar.
You have heard me often claim my commitment to Romans 12:16, "Live in
harmony…." The district board has chosen "Love even when it doesn't make
sense" as its theme for 2018. Sometimes I need to remember the truth of "for to
you is born a Savior" and ponder the power of "Christ is risen." These are beliefs
that keep us centered.
You are in my prayers. May 2018 find us faithful and focused.
--Beth

FORMS

Guernsey: Search committee is meeting.

Manchester: Search committee for youth
Even though the district has passed a budget for
pastor has been formed.
2018, the treasurer appreciates receiving a copy of
Pipe Creek: Search committee is working
your 2018 outreach plans. Thank you to those
on interim plans.
congregations that have already returned theirs.
Union Grove: Search committee is meeting.
Your congregation should have received Form B
from the denominational staff. This form should
be returned by December 31. If you have not
received this form, please notify the district
office so we can assist in getting one to you. The
information is very helpful to us in preparing the
District Directory.

Wabash: Search committee is completing profile.
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The November 21 edition of Newsline features the
restricted income
story of the district’s generous gift of $28,000 to
ministries in Haiti and Nigeria. Also, there is an
TOTAL INCOME
update on conditions in Puerto Rico postHurricane Maria. You can find Newsline at
www.brethren.org/news.
district expense

The Leadership Team of the Michigan District of
the Church of the Brethren announced that Beth
Sollenberger has been called to serve as a quartertime interim district executive beginning January
1, 2018. She will continue her half-time role in our
district. The Michigan district office will be moved
to a location accessible to Beth and an administrative assistant. Beth is committed to being present
in both districts on a regular basis, maintaining her
regular South/Central office hours at the beginning of each week, as well as being available by
phone at 574-238-9156.

restricted expense
TOTAL EXPENSE

change
District Fund Balance

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR JANUARY
Jan. 7 - Please pray with us for Akron COB and Atlantic Northeast District.
Jan. 14 - Please pray with us for Anderson COB and Atlantic Southeast District.
Jan. 21 - Please pray with us for Andrews COB and for Idaho District.
Jan. 28 - Please pray with us for Antioch COB and for Illinois/Wisconsin District.
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BRETHREN LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
Brethren Leadership Institute (BLI) is pleased to announce that the Institute has received
official certification from the Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership! Many thanks to
Beth Sollenberger for initiating this effort, to the BLI Task Team (Marie Willoughby, Erin
Huiras, Larry Fourman, and former member Bob Bowman) for bringing it to fruition, and to
Tina Rieman for meticulously working on the details until everything was just right!
An average of a dozen individuals have been attending the BLI classes; reports are very
positive about the content of the classes, as well as the conversations that happen and
relationships that are formed while taking the classes.
BLI is set up as a three-year cycle of classes; persons can join in at any time during the cycle.
There is still time to register for the next class, Preaching, taught by Aaron Gross, pastor of the
Logansport Church of the Brethren. Class sessions are January 20, February 3 and 17, with Feb.
24 as back-up in case of weather cancellation.
The spring class will be History of the Church, taught by Mark Flory Steury. More information
about the Brethren Leadership Institute can be found at the district website or by calling the
district office.

BRETHREN DISASTER MINISTRIES 2018 DATES
January 13-20, 2018 - BDM workcamp in Puerto Rico. Irma damage.
Contact Terry Goodger, 410-635-8730
*January 21-27 - S/C Indiana needs 7 volunteers to Eureka, Missouri, again (with IL/WI District)
*March 11 - S/C Indiana needs 15 volunteers to Eureka, Missouri, again.
*April 23 - May 3 - Disaster Project Leader Training for new BDM leaders, Marion County, SC are you interested?
Any interest in workcamps to Florida, Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands? Skilled mason may be
needed for three months in Virgin Islands. Contact Cliff soon at kindy@cpt.org.
*September 9-15 - fifteen volunteers needed from S/C Indiana for undesignated location
*November 25-December 1 - 7-8 volunteers needed from S/C IN, undesignated location (joint
with IL/WI District)
Enough spaces for everyone to go! Let's spread some Good News Joy!
Please continue to remember needs for money contributions through the S/C IN COB District
Office for BDM transportation costs, ongoing growth of Children's Disaster Services with
regular trainings for volunteers and prayers combined with financial support for EYN members
and their return home from displacement and trauma brought by Boko Haram and related
violence.
Blessings of peace to you! Cliff Kindy, phone: 260-982-2971

The Brethren Mutual Aid Agency has a surplus in their Share Fund this
year. It is available to their insured congregations to provide matching
funds for assistance to those in need within the church community. An
application is available at the district office, or online at https://bmasharefund.org/. To learn
more about Brethren Mutual Aid Agency, call 800-255-1243.

Clergy Tax Seminar
Saturday, January 27, 2018
10 am - 4 pm
Students, pastors, and other church leaders are invited to attend
either in person at Bethany Theological Seminary or online.




Learn how to file clergy taxes correctly and legally.
Comply with regulations while maximizing tax deductions.
Earn 0.3 CEUs.

The sessions will cover tax law for clergy, changes for 2017 (the most current tax year to file), and detailed
assistance as to how to correctly file the various forms and schedules that pertain to clergy, including housing
allowances, self-employment, W-2s clergy reductions, etc.
It is highly recommended for all pastors and other church leaders who wish to understand clergy taxes, including
treasurers, steward commission chairs, and church board chairs.
Find more details and register at this link: https://bethanyseminary.edu/brethren-academy/clergy-tax-seminar/

SAVE THE DATE

Conversations about Biblical Authority
April 23-25, 2018
Hueston Woods (College Corner, Ohio)
Sponsored by the Districts of Illinois and Wisconsin, Michigan, Northern
Indiana, Northern Ohio, Southern Ohio, and South/Central Indiana
Leadership provided by these persons:
Rev. Dr. Karoline Lewis, Marbury E. Anderson Chair in Biblical Preaching
Luther Seminary
Rev. Jason Barnhart, Executive Director Religious Life
Ashland University
Ted Swartz of Ted & Co. performing “The Big Story”
Dan Ulrich, Bethany Theological Seminary
Denise Kettering Lane, Bethany Theological Seminary
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South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
Peacefully, Simply, Together.

Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org
Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday and Tuesday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
Monday and Thursday

8 am - 12 noon

260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester IN 46962
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