South/Central Indiana District
NEWSLETTER 2014
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s we look to a brand new year with calendar pages to fill, times to come filled with laughter or
tears, hopes and dreams, accomplishment and frustration let us give thanks for the blessings of
2013 and look forward with hope as we begin 2014. While meeting around the district
conference tables we had a tiny taste of Vital Ministry Journey conversations. Vital Ministry Journey is
part Bible Study, part prayer and part perceiving God’s call. The district board of South/Central Indiana
District is encouraging every congregation to participate in Vital Ministry Journey sometime between
now and District Conference.
The Vital Ministry Journey question we considered at conference was “How is your congregation
participating in God’s mission in new ways?” I thought you might like to read the list. Maybe something
will sound like a possibility for your church calendar.
Akron – outreach ministries; new day care, Women’s Fellowship activities, mission in Ethiopia;
“manna bags” a uniting experience for the congregation, turning the church outward
Anderson – WNA (Wednesday Nite Alive) for youth and children, time of transition
Bethel Center – noodles sales to use for community meals; VBS started again
Burnettsville – Women’s Fellowship; community church cooperation, Facebook page
Christ Our Shepherd – vet’s program; CROP walks
Eel River Community -- new groups; youth; force of prayer for change and growth, Ice Cream
Social with band; outreach to community.
Huntington –visiting those who are shut in; outreach into community; Sister church in
Nicaragua, (financial support of school), Heifer International
Lafayette – increased participation in Sunday school; more young families, 7 baptisms, feeling of
revival
Liberty Mills – two services (contemporary and traditional), flock group meetings 2X per month
Locust Grove – expanded financial outreach, picnic for community, suggesting combining two
area COB for love feast and/or youth activities
Logansport – changes; physical plant improvements; young groups; new vision; dynamic
leadership
Manchester – Sister church in El Salvador (youth group has gotten to visit), Pre-school, REACH
food pantry, youth group growing, green initiative
Marion – working together, outreach fundraiser, tenderloin meal
Mexico – free community dinner s (every other Wednesday), parsonage for ministry use
Nettle Creek – community building, new life, outreach
Northview –celebrations, more children in worship, working toward peace with Historic Peace
Churches



Peru – outreach in our community, grief counseling, activities for children, nursing
homes, etc.

Pyrmont – outreach through donations to Camp Mack and Manchester University
Richmond – computer co-op (receive old computers, put in new tech and share with nonprofits), reaching out to community
Roann – time of transition
Rossville – pastor; food pantry
Turnpointe – daycare outreach
Union Grove – church willingness to change
White Branch –new Sunday school children, Bible study
Additional thoughts with no specific congregation attached:
 Bible study during Sunday school (brought more people out)
 lay people getting involved in ministry of church so the community knows the church people
 Sunday school
 fellowship outside of church
 new members welcomed and involved
 song leader brings enthusiasm; newer music as well as more familiar hymns
 revival coming up
 service project
 Fall Harvest Party – involves neighbors
 community outreach through VBS
 community picnics
 garden giveaways
 taking cookies
 forming relationships with community partners

May 2014be a year of vitality for South/Central Indiana District.

Beth
Ministry Excellence Project Update
The MEP Board would like to thank all the congregations who participated in the Pastor Appreciation
recognition this fall. 33 of the congregations in our district took advantage of this great opportunity.
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Pastoral Updates
 Mexico - Jay Hefner will be
licensed Jan. 5
 Anderson - searching
 Burnettsville - search committee formed

The South/Central Indiana District
Office would like to join the BVS
Office in thanking the following
persons for their commitment,
contributions and willingness to
give generously during their time of
service in BVS:

NEW Office Hours!



Adam Braun, Pleasant Dale Church of the Brethren



Samantha Carwile, Anderson Church of the
Brethren

Mark your calendar!

2014 Mileage Rates
The Internal Revenue Service has issued the 2014
optional standard mileage rates used to calculate
the deductible costs of operating an automobile for
business, charitable, medical or moving purposes.
Beginning on January 1, 2014, the standard mileage
rates for the use of a car (includes vans, pickups or
panel trucks) will be:




Beginning Jan. 2 the South/Central
District Office will be open Mon.-Thurs.
9-12. Please contact the office during
these hours or leave a message and we
will respond as soon as possible. Email is
also available at: scindcob@gmail.com.

56 cents per mile for business miles driven
23.5 cents per mile driven for medical or
moving purposes
14 cents per mile driven in service of
charitable organizations

Every 5 years our credentialed pastors are
required to participate in ethics training. We
have the following dates scheduled in
Indiana:
March 15, March 17 and March 22. Joel Kline
will provide the training and the locations
will be announced soon.

A Quiet Place Prayer
Center
Brochures for A Quiet Place schedules can
now be found on the District website at:
http://www.scindcob.org/donations.html.

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR
JANUARY
Jan. 5 - Please pray with us for Kokomo COB.
Jan. 12 - Please pray with us for Pipe Creek COB.
Jan. 19 - Please pray with us for Lafayette COB.
Jan. 26 - Please pray with us for Upper Fall Creek COB.
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We are asking you to
remember our sister churches
and denominational agencies in
prayer this year. Those listed
are merely suggestions for
the week.

ECR offers workshop
Conflict is a part of life. It happens. Whether you are a parent, teacher, pastor, worker, spouse, or a neighbor,
conflict impacts life in many ways. How we handle conflict makes all the difference. Education for Conflict
Resolution (ECR) is offering a 32-hour workshop, Mediating Interpersonal Conflict, which teaches the skills of
mediation and conflict resolution. It will be held over two weekends in January (18-19 and 25-26) in North
Manchester, Ind.
“The new ideas and skills the mediator learns are valuable everyday, in every aspect of life," says Angie Briner, a
lead trainer for the course. "But also, the availability of mediation services makes a big difference in a community
or church."
Mediation is a process by which two or more persons in a conflict are assisted by impartial third-party mediators.
The mediators do not impose solutions but guide the persons to find their own acceptable and workable
resolution. Through the mediation process, the people in conflict develop a better relationship and gain skills
which help them deal more effectively with future disagreements.
One of the main ways we grow is by interacting with people who have different ideas. This often leads to conflict,
but again, handled well it can lead to learning and growth. Mediation can create more harmonious relationships in
communities, churches and families.
CEU’s may be earned from Brethren Academy for the workshop. To learn more about that and about the
workshop or to register, call ECR at 260 982-4621 or email info@workitout.org. ECR is on the web at
www.workitout.org.

Upcoming Emotional Intelligence (EQ) and
Human Relations (HR) Workshop
January 13-17, 2014
Cenacle Retreat and Conference Center, Chicago, IL
EQ-HR 5-day Workshop Registration
EQ HR Workshop Tuition is $595; The EQ 360 assessment is $185
Food/Lodging: single room is $440; double is $340
Commuter rate is $170 (beginning with lunch Monday thru lunch Friday.
Information on all events for 2014 is available on our website at
http://www.eqhrcenter.org/events/
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We celebrate with
Logansport COB. They
dedicated their new
classrooms and remodeled
fellowship hall on Sunday,
Dec. 22.
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We hope every congregation in our district will
participate in the Vital Ministry Journey before
District Conference next fall. Booklets are
available from the District Office for $1 each plus
shipping. For more information, please contact the
District Office at 260-982-8805 or
scindcob@gmail.com.

Friends,
Let's get together. Disaster workers, disaster child care volunteers and
those who assemble the disaster kits are invited to join us at the Eel
River Community Church of the Brethren, 2507 E State Road 14
outside of Silver Lake, Indiana, on Saturday, January 4. We will start
with a potluck meal at noon so bring a dish to pass. Our congregation
will provide table service so no need to bring your own.
Any of you who have served with BDM disaster response this year, who support BDM in other ways, or who have
an interest in doing so, please come! Bring a friend and announce this gathering in your congregations.
We will share about our past disaster experiences and plan ways to make our next BDM projects a strong service
to those needing our assistance. Bring pictures, mementos and stories to share. If you have questions or
suggestions, please email to above email or call me at 260-982-2971.
Remember that our district has four disaster ministry assignments for this coming year, March 23-29, June 15-21,
July 27-August 2, and November 2-8. I have received no requests for dates yet so they are all open and available!
A second project just opened in response to last year's Hurricane Sandy in New Jersey and I know that there are
explorations for potential projects responding to the flooding in Colorado and the tornado in Oklahoma. Our four
dates have not been assigned to a particular site yet but each week will provide abundant opportunity for good
work!
Consider going on those project assignments as a congregation, with a Sunday School class, teaming with a
neighboring congregation, or inviting folks from outside our COB tradition to join you in this important work. If
you are the only one able to go, pick a date, give me a call and we will put together a district-wide team.
Remember that there is a district fund to pay gas for volunteers.
Anyone is encouraged to contribute to this fund by sending a check to the District Office (604 North Mill St, North
Manchester, IN 46962) and designating it for this BDM travel fund.
Thank you for your support and involvement in the ministry of BDM!
Cliff Kindy, District Disaster Coordinator

Pastors’ Section Meetings for the Vital Ministry Journey Program
We have scheduled Pastors’ Section Meetings in January to share information about the Vital
Ministry Journey. Please see the schedule below for your section:
Tuesday, Jan. 7 - East Section at Salamonie COB, 6:30pm
Thursday, Jan. 9 - South Section at Locust Grove COB, 6:30pm
Monday, Jan. 13 - Central Section at Pipe Creek COB, 6:30pm
Tuesday, Jan. 28 - North Section at the District Office, 6:30pm
Thursday, Jan. 30 - West Section at Logansport COB, 6:30pm
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7

8

13

6:30pm, Central
Section Pastors’ VMJ
meeting at Pipe
Creek

20

12

BETH at Turnpointe
Community*

19

BETH at Akron*

26

9:30am, Historical
Committee
6:30pm, East Section
Pastors’ VMJ meeting
at Salamonie

6:30pm, P & A,
Kokomo

BETH at Mexico*

27

6:30pm, North Section
Pastors’ VMJ meeting
at District Office
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BETH AT CODE IN FL

21

7pm, MIC meeting at
Kokomo

14

7

MARTIN LUTHER
KING DAY
Office Closed

Wednesday

Thursday

29

22

15

8

.
NEW YEAR’S DAY
Office Closed

1

6:30pm, West Section
Pastors’ VMJ meeting
at Logansport

30

23

16

Office Closed

31

Office Closed

24

BETH AT CODE IN FL

Office Closed

17

Office Closed

12noon, WIM Case
Study at Huntington
6:30pm, South
Section Pastors’ VMJ
meeting at Locust
Grove

*Sunday
morning visits
are tentative

9-12, District Board
meeting at Wabash

25

18

11

12noon, BDM Potluck
at Eel River
Community

10

4

Office Closed

Saturday

3

Friday

9

2

S/C Indiana District – January 2014

Tuesday

6

Monday

5

Sunday

Peacefully, Simply, Together
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

South/Central Indiana District Office
Church of the Brethren
Leslie Pettit, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Office Hours
Mon - Thurs

9am - 12noon

Phone
260-982-8805

NEW Office Hours
Mon - Thurs

9am - 12 noon

Fri

CLOSED

www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org
District website:

South/Central Indiana District Office

Please remember to recycle this newsletter.

South/Central Indiana District Office
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill St.
North Manchester, IN 46962-1835
Church of the Brethren

