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February 2020
Last fall at our house, the tomato plants and hostas did not get pulled from the garden. There were reasons;
time, weather, complications. The result is that the place looks unkempt and the welcome is missing. This
surprisingly spring-like day in early February is calling me to do some outside cleaning. It makes me wonder if
there are other neglected places in my life that need the attention.
Yesterday in worship we were encouraged to pick up the fluorescent green paper with the scripture readings
listed for the month. No one ever said you might not be reading your Bible enough, but the invitation to read
more was emphasized.
At our gathering last evening someone thought I had forgotten to ask the blessing for our pizza. The gentle
reminder suggesting we give thanks could be applied to every minute of every day. Gratitude is always in
order and I probably need to be better at saying thank you.
It is easy to get stuck in my rut of doing enough but not extra, waiting for a better day, wishing someone else
would notice my good deed instead of looking outward and noticing theirs. Weary complacency can certainly
steal the life and vibrancy from an individual and it can have the same sad influence on the church.
It is my privilege to visit and worship with sisters and brothers across this district. I give thanks for you and
pray that you will not grow weary or complacent, but will be dedicated to enthusiastically sharing the good
news of salvation in Jesus Christ. May you continue the work of Jesus in your community to the glory of God
and for your neighbor’s good.
“And as for you, brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is good.”
2 Thessalonians 3:13 (NIV)

Blessings for the journey!

Beth

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY

2020 DISTRICT CONFERENCE

February 2 - Please pray with us for Arcadia COB
and the Northern Indiana District.

Saturday, September 19, 2020
at

February 9 - Please pray with us for Bethel Center
COB and the Michigan District.

Manchester Church of the Brethren

February 16 - Please pray with us for Buck Creek
COB and the Mid-Atlantic District.

1306 N Beckley Street
N. Manchester, IN 46962

February 23 - Please pray with us for Buffalo COB
and the Missouri and Arkansas District.

Moderator - Spencer Spaulding

--Check the South/Central Indiana District
Facebook page for specific prayer requests.--

Watch for details in coming newsletters

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT - as of December 31, 2019

2020: THE YEAR OF HEIFER IN THE S/C IN DISTRICT

December
Income
Cong. Self-Allocation

YTD

$15,672.00

$81,596.44

$100.00

$20,318.35

Other Income

$3,309.09

$48,787.74

Total Income

$19,081.09

$150,702.53

District Expenses

$7,798.67

$95,991.70

Restricted Expenses

$2,010.49

$75,494.24

Total Expenses

$9,809.16

$171,485.94

Net

$9,271.93

-20,783.41

Restricted Income

The South/Central Indiana COB District Board has
recommended that 2020 be designated the “Year of
Heifer” within the district. Raising funds for Heifer
International will be this year’s district-wide service
project, comparable to past years’ collection of
clean-up buckets and hygiene kits.

Expenses

District Fund Balance

Offerings collected at the following district events
will all be donated to Heifer International:


$87,440.22

SAVE THE DATE!

Ken Medema & Ted Swartz Event - March 14
 District 50th Anniversary Celebration - July
 District Conference - September 19

The goal is to raise enough funds to provide for 3
Heifer Gift Arks ($5000 each) - a total of $15,000!

Ken Medema and Ted Swartz in Concert

“A Gift Ark donation includes two water buffalos,
two cows, two sheep and two goats, along with
bees, chicks, rabbits and more.”

Saturday, March 14, 2020; 7:00 p.m.
Manchester COB
Watch for more details in next month’s newsletter
as well as your e-mail inbox.

Donations may be contributed during offerings at
the designated district events or be mailed to the
district office (604 N. Mill St., N. Manchester, IN
46962) any time during the year with “2020-Heifer”
in the memo line.

Sponsored by the S/C IN District
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UPCOMING BRETHREN LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE COURSES

SHINE VBS CURRICULUM KIT AVAILABLE!
The district office has received a
free promotional copy of a
complete Shine VBS curriculum kit,
themed “Great Big Beautiful
World”. If your church would be
interested in using it for VBS this
year, please contact the district office (260) 9828805 or scindcob@gmail.com

Old Testament Survey
Instructor: Robert Bowman
Dates: March 7 & 21, April 4, 2020
Location: Marion COB, 2302 S Geneva Ave., Marion, IN
Please pre-register by Feb 27, 2020 to avoid $25 late fee

To register for a BLI course or for questions, contact the
District Office (260) 982-8805, scindcob@gmail.com.
Classes are open to all: You may be exploring ministry,
answering a call to ministry, and/or seeking further
education. CEUs are available.

To preview the theme/kit, go to:
shinecurriculum.com/vacationbibleschool/

For more information on the Brethren Leadership Institute
(BLI) and fees, visit http://www.scindcob.org/BLI.html.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE MODERATOR’S FORUM
“Historical Themes Impacting Today’s Church”
Saturday, April 18, 2020, 1 - 9 p.m.
Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies
at Elizabethtown (Pa.) College

2020 DISTRICT DIRECTORY UPDATE FORMS
2020 District Directory Update forms were sent out
the first week of January. Many churches have
already returned them, but there are several that
have not. If you have not, please do so at your
earliest convenience.

From Newsline: “The forum will feature leading
Brethren historians who will address a variety of
historical themes affecting present-day
congregations, districts, and national structures.
Particular attention will be given to Brethren
history and themes relevant to the current reality
of Brethren communions, with special emphasis
on the Church of the Brethren. Themes to be
addressed include accountability, compelling
vision, division, forbearance, and nationalism.”

If you have questions or need the form resent,
please let Sarah know (260) 982-8805 or
scindcob@gmail.com.
Thank you for your help with this project!!!

The forum is open to both clergy and laity.
Registration cost, which includes dinner, is $30.
This event also will be available via live stream for
a registration fee of $15. Those attending the
entire event may earn 0.6 continuing education
units for an additional cost of $10. The evening
worship, beginning with hymn singing at 7 p.m., is
open to the public without cost or registration
and will be held in the Gibble Auditorium at
Elizabethtown College.
To register or for a brochure go to:
tinyurl.com/modforum2020

Sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D4BAFA728ABFE3-lunch
3

CAMP MACK SUMMER CAMP UPDATES
Registration opened on January 22, 2020.
A nonrefundable $75 deposit is required to register and hold your spot in a camp.
For more information or to register, go to: campmack.org
Contact Camp Mack : 574-658-4831 or email info@campmack.org.


Residential Camp, grades 1-4: Introduce your child to Camp Mack with a shortened stay (first through third
graders) that will help them adapt to the overnight camping experience. Third and fourth grade campers can
extend the experience in a 5 day camp. Campers will have the opportunity to participate in favorite camp
activities, including crafts, Bible stories, worship, singing songs around the campfire, and waterfront
activities.
 Beginners (completed 1st grade), June 7-9, 2020
 Samplers (completed 2nd or 3rd grade), June 4-6, July 12-14, July 15-17, 2020
 Seekers (completed 3rd or 4th grade), June 7-12, June 28-July 3, July 12-17, 2020



Residential Camp, grades 5-12: Older campers participate in Christian community building experiences
through the use of our ropes course, climbing tower, group games, waterfront activities, cookouts, Bible
studies, and worship. Afternoon electives for Followers allow campers to try something totally new or
participate in an old favorite activity. Creative Arts and Culinary camps have their own unique
schedules. Youth Camp is designed by the Youth Camp Council.
 Finders (completed 5th or 6th grade), June 28-July 3, July 12-17, 2020
 Followers (completed 7th-9th grade), July 12-17, 2020
 Culinary Camp (completed 6th-9th grade), July 5-10, 2020
 Creative Arts (completed 6th-10th grade), July 5-10, 2020
 Youth Camp (completed 9th-12th grade), June 28-July 4, 2020



Adventure Camps, grades 6-10: Enjoy the fun of your favorite camp activities while learning a new skill with
our qualified instructors. Off-site and/or overnight trips are planned. No experience is necessary, just a heart
for amazing adventures!
 Archery Camp (completed 6th-9th grade), June 7-11, 2020
 Splash Camp (completed 5th-8th grade), July 5-10, 2020



Eco Camps, grades 5-12: Eco Camps offer many of the same program options as other camps but focus more
on nature connection. Outdoor living, nature connection activities, and outdoor cooking are a part of these
camps. Eco Adventure, Survivor Camp, and Dadirri Camp provide many great options to experience
creation.
 Eco-Adventure (completed 5th or 6th grade), July 5-10, 2020
 Survivor Camp (completed 6th-9th grade), July 12-18, 2020
 Dadirri Camp (completed 9th-12th grade), July 26- August 1, 2020

New for this year:
 Church Transfer System- Does your church cover part of your fees to attend Camp Mack? We are rolling out
a new system that automatically deducts the amount your church is paying from your account. You enter the
code online when you click "Make a Payment" or on paper registration sheet on the line reading "Church
Transfer Code". Check with your church's camp rep to receive your church's transfer code.
 Online Camp Forms- Camp medical forms and other paperwork are now available online. Just go to your
dashboard and look in the bottom right hand corner for a list of the required forms.
 Payment Plans- We now offer payment plans to help spread out the cost of attending camp over a period of
months. Once you register, call the Camp Mack Office at 574-658-4831 to set up a payment plan.
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DR. TOD BOLSINGER AND DR. MICHAEL GORMAN TO SPEAK AT 2020 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
ELGIN, IL – Dr. Tod Bolsinger and Dr. Michael J. Gorman, two
nationally acclaimed church leaders, will be featured resource
persons at the 2020 Church of the Brethren Annual Conference to be
held July 1-5, 2020, at DeVos Place Convention Center in Grand
Rapids, Michigan.
Dr. Bolsinger will be the featured speaker at an all-conference
equipping session on Friday, July 3, where he will address “Doing
Church in Uncharted Territory.” On Thursday, July 2, he will speak at
the Moderator’s Dinner on the topic of “Adventure or Die” and lead
an insight session themed “Standing the Heat, Surviving the
Sabotage.” He will also speak at a breakfast event Friday morning, July 3, on “The Fire and the Anvil.”
Dr. Gorman will resource the Church of the Brethren Minister’s Association pre-conference on June 30 and
July 1. His focus will be “1 Corinthians: Challenges for Today’s Church.” He will also serve as Bible study
leader each morning for the entire Annual Conference on selected passages from the book of Revelation. In
addition, Dr. Gorman will lead an insight session on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday evenings on the topic
“Reading the Bible Missionally.” On Saturday, he will speak at a luncheon on the theme “Non-Violence in the
Writings of Paul.”
Dr. Tod Bolsinger serves as Vice President and Chief of Leadership Formation at Fuller Seminary in Pasadena,
California. Previously, he served the seminary as Vice President of Vocation and Formation and Assistant
Professor of Practical Theology. Holding both a PhD in Theology and Master of Divinity from Fuller, Dr.
Bolsinger also serves as an executive coach for corporate, nonprofit, educational, and church organizations
in transformational leadership. He has authored three books, including his most recent, Canoeing the
Mountains: Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory. For seventeen years, he was the senior pastor of San
Clemente Presbyterian Church in San Clemente, California, after serving for ten years at First Presbyterian
Church of Hollywood. Dr. Bolsinger and his wife Beth have two children.
Dr. Michael J. Gorman holds the Raymond E. Brown Chair in Biblical Studies and Theology at St. Mary’s
Seminary & University in Baltimore, Maryland. He has taught at St. Mary’s since 1991, as well as serving as
the Dean of St. Mary’s Ecumenical Institute from 1995 to 2012. Dr. Gorman is the author of nearly twenty
books and scores of articles, including several books on Paul; books on Revelation, the Gospel of John, and
the atonement; volumes on biblical interpretation; and short books on topics in Christian ethics. Dr. Gorman
received his B.A. in French from Gordon College and his M.Div. and Ph.D. from Princeton Theological
Seminary, where he taught Greek. He is a member of the Society of Biblical Literature and an elected
member of the Society for New Testament Studies. A United Methodist layperson, Dr. Gorman is a frequent
lecturer at churches, institutions of higher education, and clergy gatherings of many traditions in the U.S.
and abroad. He is married to his high school sweetheart, Nancy, and they have three adult children.
For more information on the 2020 Annual Conference, entitled “God’s Adventurous Future,” visit the Annual
Conference website at www.brethren.org/ac/.
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE BALLOT FOR 2020 IS ANNOUNCED
Church of the Brethren Newsline - January 31, 2020

The Annual Conference office has announced the ballot to be presented at this summer’s Conference on July
1-5 in Grand Rapids, Mich. Topping the ballot are two candidates for Annual Conference moderatorelect: Paul Liepelt and Tim McElwee. Candidates for numerous additional offices also have been announced.


Paul Liepelt is a pastor at Annville (Pa.) Church of the Brethren, and lives in Annville. He is on the
executive committee of the denomination’s Mission and Ministry Board; his term ends during the 2020
Conference. In past experience on the denominational staff, he taught at Kulp Bible College in Nigeria for
three years 2004-2007. He is an ordained minister and holds a master of divinity degree from Bethany
Theological Seminary.



Tim McElwee is retired and lives in Wolcottville, Ind. His leadership experience in the Church of the
Brethren includes a number of roles at Manchester University over more than 30 years, including vice
president for advancement, vice president for academic resources, and associate professor of peace
studies. While an ordained minister he served as Manchester’s campus pastor and later as a chaplain at
Timbercrest, a Church of the Brethren retirement community. In the 1990s he was denominational staff
in Washington, D.C. He also has worked as senior director of development for Heifer International. He
holds a master of divinity degree from Bethany Seminary and a master’s degree and doctorate from
Purdue University.

Additional nominations:


Annual Conference Program and Arrangements Committee: Beth Jarrett of Harrisonburg, Va., and Walt
Wiltschek of Easton, Md.



Pastoral Compensation and Benefits Advisory Committee, representing laity: Richard E. Allison of
Claysburg, Pa., and Arthur Fourman of Dayton, Ohio.



Mission and Ministry Board, Area 1: Josiah Ludwick of Harrisburg, Pa., and Mandy North of Manassas,
Va. Area 4: Daniel L. Butler of Grundy Center, Iowa, and Kathy A. Mack of Rochester, Minn.



Bethany Seminary trustees representing clergy: Chris Bowman of Manassas, Va., and Frances R.
Townsend of Onekama, Mich. Representing laity: Irene Beltran of Pomona, Calif., and Jacki Hartley of
Elgin, Ill.



Brethren Benefit Trust board: Janis Fahs of North Manchester, Ind., and David L. Shissler of
Hummelstown, Pa.



On Earth Peace board: Erick Flores of Hermitage, Tenn., and Drew G. I. Hart of Harrisburg, Pa.

For more information about the Annual Conference go to www.brethren.org/ac .
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S/C IN District February 2020

Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

Sarah O’Hara, District & BLI Administrative Assistant
scindocb@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday 8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 8 am - 12 noon

brethrenleadershipinstitute@gmail.com
District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCentral-Indiana-District-205091192857321/

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester IN 46962
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