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he first session of the Vital Ministry Journey focuses on 2 Corinthians
5:17-19. In the New Revised Standard Version it reads:

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us.”
As groups of pastors meet around the district we have been spending time
studying this text and those familiar words call us to think about our own
sense of God’s call and what our Christ centered mission in the world might
look like.
At a recent pastor’s gathering we were considering the text from someone’s
cell phone and listened to the Amplified Bible with the words of verse 17:
“Therefore if any person is [ingrafted] in Christ (the Messiah) he is a new
creation (a new creature altogether); the old [previous moral and spiritual
condition] has passed away. Behold, the fresh and new has come!”
As a child, once in awhile I watched my father attempt to graft a branch of a
good tasting apple onto the trunk of an apple tree with fruit that was often
gritty. As I recall the unwanted branch was trimmed and split and the
sharpened branch of the good was stuck in the split and everything tightly
wrapped together with black tape.
What an image of the church, split, trimmed, stuffed together and well
squashed with tight tape and the not so pleasant providing roots and life to
the desirable. And yet, what an image of the church, holding tight to someone,
surrounding one another with love while becoming NEW in Christ.
Blessings,

Beth

Pastoral Updates
 Akron - David Hendry will be
ordained Feb. 23
 Anderson - searching
 Burnettsville - search committee formed
 Guernsey - Dana Hood will be ordained Apr. 6
 Hickory Grove - Earl Doll will be ordained Feb. 16
 Liberty Mills - Erin Huiras will be ordained Feb. 9

2014 Mileage Rates
The Internal Revenue Service has issued
the 2014 optional standard mileage rates:

Ethics Training Scheduled
Every 5 years our credentialed pastors are required to
participate in Ethics Training. We have the following
dates scheduled in Indiana. All sessions begin at
8:30am:
March 15-Bethany COB, March 17-Timbercrest
and March 22-Anderson COB. Joel Kline will provide
the training. Stay tuned for additional information.



56 cents per mile for business miles
driven

Housing Allowance Ruling
Some of you may have questions about
housing allowance this year. From Mary
Jo Flory-Steury: “Housing Allowance for
2014 should be planned for ‘as usual’”.

West Section Lenten Service Announced
 March 9 at Living Faith

speaker from Lafayette

Topic: Partners, Striving Side by Side

 March 16 at Rossville

Buffalo

Setting Aside Power and Privilege

 March 23 at Logansport Lower Deer Creek

Shining like Stars in the World

 March 30 at Pike Creek

Pyrmont

Passionately Pursuing Christ

 April 6 at Guernsey

Burnettsville

Rejoicing in Everything

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR
FEBRUARY
Feb. 2 - Please pray with us for Living Faith COB.
Feb. 9 - Please pray with us for Loon Creek COB.
Feb. 16 - Please pray with us for Mission & Ministry Board.
Feb. 23 - Please pray with us for Akron COB.
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We are asking you to
remember our sister churches
and denominational agencies in
prayer this year. Those listed
are merely suggestions for
the week.

Calling all youth workers!!
Do you need time to break away from the planning and
preparation of NYC and be with your youth ministry cohorts?
We will be hosting a day for all youth workers to come together
to relax, share resources/ministry stories, and hear from Russell
Haitch about inter-generational ministry. This day is designed to
show our appreciation for what the youth workers do for our
local churches and Camp Mack. Please join us, free of charge.
When:

March 15 9:00 am- 3:00 pm

Where:

John Kline Meeting Room

Cost:

FREE (lunch included)

Leader:

Britnee Harbaugh

You can register online or use the form on the back of the Get-A-Way Days brochure from Camp Mack
(can be found at your church).
Contact information: Phone number: 574-658-4831
Email: info@campmack.org

Participants in the Brethren Disaster Ministries
potluck held Jan. 4 at the Eel River Community
COB: Standing: Brock Ostrom, Kathy Fry-Miller,
Cliff Kindy. Seated: Susan Finney, Michael Polera,
Arlene Kindy, Robin Klare.

Eel River Community COB youth gather for a Super
Bowl party!

Brethren Service Center position available
The Church of the Brethren is seeking an individual to fill the position of office assistant for Material
Resources. This full-time position works directly with the director of Material Resources and is located
at the Brethren Service Center in New Windsor, Maryland. Additional information is attached to this
email.
Applications will be received and reviewed beginning immediately and will continue until the position is
filled. Qualified candidates are invited to request the application packet and complete job description by
contacting:
Office of Human Resources
Church of the Brethren
1451 Dundee Avenue
Elgin, IL 60120
800-323-8039 ext. 367 – humanresources@brethren.org
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A few highlights from the 2013 Church of the Brethren statistics:
717 congregations financially
supported the Church of the
Brethren.
Global Mission and Service
volunteers maintained a
Brethren presence in 11
different countries.
3 staff attended the World
Council of Churches 10th
Assembly in North Korea.

509 individuals attended
youth and young
adult conferences.

799 NOAC attendees gave $1,670
to support the Youth Peace Travel
Team.

128 volunteers served 256,000
hours at 61 Brethren Volunteer
Service projects.

288 donors gave to the Church
720 delegates and 2,480 others
of the Brethren for the first time,
attended Annual Conference
and 136 gave for the first time in
in Charlotte, NC.
5 years.
34 Brethren Volunteer Service
volunteers served in 33
international projects, and
30 international students
served in the US.

17 District Conferences were
attended by both Church of the
Brethren staff and Mission and
Ministry Board members.

The Churches of the Brethren in 51 congregations participated in
Spain and Haiti held their first
the Vital Ministry Journey, and 29
annual conferences as newly
hosted congregational vitality
registered denominations.
workshops.

375 participants served at
23 workcamps.

Global Food Crisis Fund gives $50,000 for agricultural projects in Haiti
Church of the Brethren Newsline
January 24, 2014
The Global Food Crisis Fund (GFCF), a fund of the Church of the Brethren dedicated to developing food
security, is making an allocation of $50,000 for the continuation of agriculture development projects in Haiti.
A previous grant of $50,000 was given to this project in September 2012.
This grant will provide funds for mini-grants being used to start tree nurseries, to buy animals, to purchase
improved varieties of seeds and fertilizer, and to start family gardens.
Jeff Boshart, fund manager, and the GFCF Grant Review Panel recommended the additional allocation in
support of a program that operates in 18 communities where L’Eglise des Freres in Haiti (Church of the
Brethren in Haiti) has an established presence. The agriculture program provides training in appropriate
agriculture practices and gives small grants to families to initiate small enterprises suitable to their
circumstances.
The GFCF is the primary way that the Church of the Brethren assists hungry people in developing food
security. Since 1983, the fund has provided grants upwards of $400,000 annually to community development
programs in 32 countries. Find out more at www.brethren.org/gfcf .

Young Adult Conference

May 23-25, 2014 * Camp Brethren Woods, Keezletown, Virginia
Would you like to get connected to the young adult community in the Church of the Brethren? Plan to attend Young Adult
Conference next May. This three day event typically takes place at a Brethren camp and is full of worship, fun, and fellowship.
Come to catch up with old friends and to meet new ones! We’ll explore God’s word and learn about what it means to be a
young adult in the Church of the Brethren. For more information: http://www.brethren.org/yac/.
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6

Noon, Stewardship
Comm. mtg., Gas City

10

6:30pm, MEP mtg. at
District Office

17

9

BETH at Liberty Mills*
3pm, New Church
Development mtg.,
Greenfield

16

Thursday

26

27

Office Closed

28

BETH at Akron*

25

21

23

20

Office Closed

14

Office Closed

12noon, WIM Case
Study mtg. at
Huntington COB
6:30pm, P & A at
Kokomo COB

13

7

6

Office Closed

19

12
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March 15 - Ethics Training, Bethany COB, 8:30am
March 17 - Ethics Training, Timbercrest, 8:30am
March 22 - Ethics Training, Anderson COB, 8:30am

Upcoming Events . . .

Friday

BETH at Hickory
Grove*

18

11

6:30pm, East Section
Pastors’ VMJ mtg. at
Salamonie

4

3

24

Wednesday

S/C Indiana District – February 2014

Tuesday

BETH at Antioch*

Monday

2

Sunday

1

22

15

*Sunday
morning visits
are tentative

Camp Board mtg.

8

.

Saturday

Peacefully, Simply, Together
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

South/Central Indiana District Office
Church of the Brethren
Leslie Pettit, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Office Hours
Mon - Thurs

9am - 12noon

Phone
260-982-8805

NEW Office Hours
Mon - Thurs

9am - 12 noon

Fri

CLOSED

www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org
District website:

South/Central Indiana District Office

Please remember to recycle this newsletter.

South/Central Indiana District Office
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill St.
North Manchester, IN 46962-1835
Church of the Brethren

