December 2021

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”
John 1:5 (NIV)

Praying you have a wonderful Christmas and a blessed New Year!

Beth and Sarah

District News Items
DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT

BRETHREN LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE NEWS

as of October 31, 2021

As of Sunday, December 5, 2021,
BLI has 2 new program graduates!!!

October

YTD

Income

Jeff Cook
Cindy Dunk
Both are serving as part of the ministry
team at Lower Deer Creek CoB.

Living Faith - Guy
Studebaker was installed
as pastor on October 24.
Lower Deer Creek Jeff Cook was licensed
on December 5.

Congregations’
Self-Allocation

$7,569.23

$59,725.97

$510.00

$5,280.00

Other Income

$11,695.45

$86,519.40

Total Income

$19,774.68

$151,525.37

District Expenses

$8,484.16

$79,482.57

Restricted
Expenses

$1,700.00

$3,679.48

Total Expenses

$10,184.16

$83,363.32

Net

$9,590.52

$68,363.32

Restricted
Income

Expenses

District Fund Balance

$177,094.46

December District Prayer Calendar

December 5 - Join us as we lift up the CoB
Agency On Earth Peace.
December 12 - Join us as we lift up White
Branch CoB and the Southeastern District.
December 19 - Join us as we lift up Akron
CoB and the Atlantic Northeast District.

Dale Brown- 8/30/21
Kenneth Frantz—5/29/21
Dortha Fry Mason—6/24/21
Art Hunn—2/28/21
Jim McDonald—4/26/21
Flora Williams—9/3/21

December 26 - Join us as we lift up
Anderson CoB and the Atlantic Southeast
District.
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NOMINATIONS: REMINDER FROM ANNUAL CONFERENCE:

“Each member of the Church of the Brethren is
invited to recommend possible nominees for the
2022 Annual Conference ballot. As you pray about
this, who comes to mind? Whom will the Lord
prompt you to nominate? We encourage you to
talk with the person you are planning to nominate, to gauge their interest, but more importantly to talk with them about the gifts and skills you
see in them, to encourage them to prayerfully
consider the call, and to encourage them to fill
out the information following your nomination.
The nomination isn't complete until they have responded.”
Go to: www.brethren.org/ac/nominations to make
your nomination or for more information.
Clergy Tax Seminar - January 29, 2022 - 11:00 am 5:00pm (EST)

2021 ADVENT OFFERING SUNDAY
The Lord is in our midst
“The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; never
again will you fear any harm.”
~Zephaniah 3:15b, NIV
Suggested date: December 12, 2021
For more information or bulletin inserts, go
to: https://www.brethren.org/
missionadvancement/offerings/

*NEW: revised schedule, new material, and 0.4 CEUs!*

Students, clergy, and anyone who deals with clergy finances are invited to participate in this online seminar.
Sponsors: The Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership, the Church of the Brethren Office of Ministry, and Bethany Theological Seminary.
Registration and Cost
Registration is $40 per person (generally nonrefundable to
keep fees and overhead low). Instructions and handouts will
be sent a few days prior to the event. Registrations are not
complete until payment is received. For quality reasons, registrations may be capped at eighty-five persons.
Prompt registration is advised - registration deadline is
January 19, 2022. A Zoom link will be sent prior to the seminar.
To register go to: https://bethanyseminary.edu/brethrenacademy/clergy-tax-seminar/
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GLOBAL WOMEN’S PROJECT—ADVENT CALENDAR

That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their
flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the
radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, but the angel
reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring
great joy to all people.” (Luke 2: 8-10) Advent is when we wait, most poignantly,
for Jesus to break into our world, God-in-flesh, liberator, teacher, healer.
“

Too easily, December is full of shopping lists, baking cookies, going to pageants, hosting parties,
and feeling that sense of MORE – get more stuff, do more things, eat more sweets…all the opposite
of what Jesus is about. Like a season of greed for MORE gifts, rather than gratitude for the greatest gift already given.

Consider the story of the shepherds depicted on the Advent Calendar as young women shepherding in the night. “They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby,
lying in the manger. After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what
the angel had said to them about this child. All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, but Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought about them often. The shepherds
went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as
the angel had told them” (Luke 2: 16-20).
Global Women’s Project offers the Advent Calendar, written by Kim Hill Smith with artwork by Jessie Long, to nurture gratitude (rather than greed) within the midst of Advent. This calendar is filled
with scripture, prayer prompts, activities and taxes, along with a color-by-day Christmas image.
Download and print the calendar at https://globalwomensproject.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/2021advent-calendar.pdf; it’s free to use and share (we hope you will donate your contributions to
GWP).
Advent comes on slightly different dates each year; this calendar is for December 1-25 so you can
use it in any year. You can use the calendar in personal prayer time, with your family around the
dinner table, in a Sunday school class or small group with weekly check-ins, or as a congregation.
UPCOMING BRETHREN ACADEMY ONLINE COURSE

Church of the Brethren History—February 2 - March 29, 2022.
Instructor: Denise Kettering-Lane will be the instructor for this online course. The deadline to register for this course is December 20, 2021.

"How has the Brethren movement developed over time? How have Brethren confronted issues in
the broader society, such as slavery, war, or prohibition? This course will answer these questions
and others by exploring the history of the Brethren movement, beginning with its origins in
Schwarzenau, Germany and tracing its development through over 300 years of history." See the
attached brochure for more information.
To register, either: Mail the registration form with payment to Brethren Academy, 615 National Rd.
W., Richmond, IN 47374 or go to https://bethanyseminary.edu/brethren-academy/brethrenacademy-course-listings/brethren-academy-course-registration-annual-trim-payment/
Questions may be directed to Academy Director, Janet Ober Lambert at oberlja@bethanyseminary.edu or 765-983-1820.
4

5

6

7

27

26
28

21

20

7

19 4th Sunday
of Advent

6

13
14
Ministry Excellence
Project Board, 6:30
pm District Office

2nd Sunday
of Advent

Monday

12 3rd Sunday
of Advent

5

Sunday

Tuesday

29

22

15

District & Camp
Mack Staff
Christmas Party,
6 pm Camp Mack

8

1

Wednesday

30

23

16

9
Brethren Leadership Institute Task
Team, 10:30 am

Ministry
Credentialing
Committee, 6 pm,
District Office

2

Thursday

25 Christmas Day

24 Christmas Eve

31 New Year’s Eve

18

11

4

Saturday

17

10

3

Friday

South/Central Indiana District December 2021

Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office, Church of the Brethren
260.274.0396
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Sarah O’Hara, Administrative Assistant
scindcob@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
District Website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCentral-Indiana-District-205091192857321/

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
PO Box 32
North Manchester, IN 46962
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«ADDRESS»
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YOUR LOGO HERE
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