South/Central Indiana District
December 2019
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” - Matthew 1:23

Photo of a nativity at Loon Creek COB

Praying you have a wonderful Christmas and a blessed New Year!

Beth and Sarah

DISTRICT BOARD REORGANIZATION
The District Board met on Saturday, November 2, for
their annual Board Retreat. During the retreat,
board members were elected to the following
positions for 2020:
Rob Miller - chair
Diana Bucher - vice-chair

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER
December 1 - Please pray with us for the Upper
Fall Creek COB and the Western Pennsylvania
District.
December 8 - Please pray with us for the On
Earth Peace agency of the COB.
December 15 - Please pray with us for the
Wabash COB and the West Marva District.

UPCOMING BRETHREN LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE COURSE

December 22 - Please pray with us for the
Shenandoah District.

Worship
Instructor: Laura Stone
Dates: January 25, February 8 & 22, 2020
Location: TBD

December 29 - Please pray with us for the White
Branch COB and the Southeastern District

To register for a BLI course or for questions, contact the
District Office (260) 982-8805, scindcob@gmail.com.

--Check the South/Central Indiana District
Facebook page for specific prayer requests.--

Classes are open to all: You may be exploring ministry,
answering a call to ministry, and/or seeking further
education. CEUs are available.

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT - as of October 31, 2019
October
Income
Cong. Self-Allocation

$8,994.23

$60,274.37

$515.00

$19,934.35

Other Income

$2,827.96

$41,069.94

Total Income

$12,337.19

$121,278.66

District Expenses

$7,783.28

$80,884.39

Restricted Expenses

$2,579.00

$71,757.23

$10,362.28

$152,641.62

$1,974.91

-$31,362.96

Restricted Income

For more information on the Brethren Leadership Institute
(BLI) and fees, visit http://www.scindcob.org/BLI.html.

YTD

December 1 is the next deadline
for pastors to apply for assistance
from the Ministry Excellence
Project, applications received after
that date will be considered for the
spring deadline, April 1.The general
categories for assistance are these: medical and dental
costs, inadequate funding for retirement, low salaries and
benefits, continuing education expenses (including BLI
classes) and educational loans for the pastor and/or
spouse that have become a long-term burden. Assistance
can help the pastor, spouse, and dependent children.
Application forms can be found at
www.ministryexcellenceproject.com/clergy/.

Expenses

Total Expenses
Net
District Fund Balance

$73,638.85

S/C IN BRETHREN DISASTER MINISTRIES IN 2020

SAVE THE DATE!

2020 District Dates (7 volunteers needed for each):
 February 2-8 in the Carolinas with IL/WI.
 November 29-December 5, location TBD with IL/WI

Ken Medema and Ted Swartz in Concert
Saturday, March 14, 2020; 7:00 p.m.

BDM has extended the rebuilding project in Puerto Rico
into May, 2020. If you have interest in going there or if you
are interested in going at other times to any of the BDM
sites we can assist you by working through the BDM office
in New Windsor, MD.

Manchester COB
Watch for more details in coming newsletters
Sponsored by the S/C IN District

Thank you for your support of Brethren Disaster Ministries!
Contact is : Cliff Kindy, 260-982-2971
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HEARTS FOR NIGERIA: ROXANE HILL CONCLUDES HER
POSITION WITH NIGERIA CRISIS RESPONSE

Disaster Ministries. EYN is a church established by
Brethren missionaries almost 100 years ago, and for many
decades has been independent from its “mother church” in
the United States. During the heyday of Brethren missions,
many from the US found their way to Nigeria and served
there. Many conscientious objectors elected to serve in
Nigeria as part of their obligation to this country--Nigeria was
a place that qualified for “alternative service.”
Because of the large scale of the crisis, the Nigeria
Crisis Response quickly became the largest single program
of relief and aid in the Church of the Brethren’s 300-plus
years. Because of the push from top leaders, a goal was set
to raise $5 million. People across the denomination gladly
gave of their resources because of the church’s familiarity
with and love for Nigeria. Starting with seed money from the
Emergency Disaster Fund, the church was soon on its way
to raising the money needed to get the program off the
ground.
Fast forward five years. We have just completed our
last scheduled trip to Nigeria as representatives of the
Church of the Brethren. This last visit was to observe and
report on all that was done, how it has impacted the people
most affected, and what challenges still remain for our
brothers and sisters in Christ.
On our trip we met with EYN president Joel S. Billi,
who recognized the Disaster Ministry as a valuable part of
EYN and praised the staff for their tireless efforts in assisting
those affected by the Boko Haram insurgency. We also met
with EYN’s Disaster Team and spent time listening to their
joys and concerns.
A main focus of the trip was visiting camps for
Internally Displaced People (IDPs). We visited two camps
around the area of Nigeria’s capital city, Abuja; a camp near
the city of Yola; and three within the city of Maiduguri in the
far northeast. The IDP camps near Abuja and Yola are
surrounded by farmland and the displaced people are
growing their own food. These camps amazed us with their
progress and steps toward self-reliance. But in Maiduguri
the camps are overcrowded, there is never enough food,
and the living conditions are far below the quality of the
other camps located in safer areas. Traveling safely to
Maiduguri and assisting these camps remains a huge
challenge for EYN and its Disaster Ministry.
While visiting the EYN Headquarters in Kwarhi we
traveled to the town of Michika, where we observed the
progress toward rebuilding one of EYN’s large churches.
Global Mission and Service has given 40 grants of $5,000
each to EYN congregations to help them rebuild their church
buildings following destruction by Boko Haram. We also
were able to witness the blessing of two water sources
provided by the Disaster Ministry. The bore holes are

Church of the Brethren Newsline - November 18, 2019

Roxane Hill is concluding her position as coordinator of
the Nigeria Crisis Response, as of the end of this year.
Her husband, Carl Hill, pastor of Potsdam (Ohio) Church
of the Brethren, also previously worked with her on the
response.
The Nigeria Crisis Response is not ending but
programming is being reduced, although funding for 2020
continues at a high level with a budget of $220,000.
Global Mission and Service and Brethren Disaster
Ministries expect the response to continue for two more
years, through 2021, and then expect to continue
providing grants for specific work in Nigeria.
For more details about the Nigeria Crisis Response go
to www.brethren.org/nigeriacrisis .
A concluding report from Roxane and Carl Hill:
In November 2014, we sat around a table with
Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN) leadership in Jos,
Nigeria. As we looked at these men and women, we saw
faces filled with desperation looking at us for answers.
Just a few short weeks before, they were sitting in their
offices conducting affairs of the church at their
headquarters in northeast Nigeria. Now, they had been
displaced by the insurgent group known as Boko Haram
and did not know where to turn.
In late October 2014, Boko Haram had swept
through the northeast bringing destruction and chaos,
forcing our Nigerian brothers and sisters to run for their
lives. The majority of EYN leadership had come as far as
Jos, a city in central Nigeria, to find a safe haven. It was at
that meeting in Jos that EYN leaders adopted the idea of
assisting their people through a newly created Disaster
Ministry, to be headed by the EYN President and an
appointed pastor, Yuguda Mdurvwa.
We recalled the day we were contacted by Stan
Noffsinger, then general secretary of the Church of the
Brethren, and Global Mission and Service executive
director Jay Wittmeyer and associate executive Roy
Winter, to be the new directors of the Nigeria Crisis
Response. When they contacted us, we were touring the
country as spokespeople for Global Mission and Service
and had just completed a stint at EYN’s Kulp Bible
College, and we were excited to share our experience with
the church at large.
The Nigeria Crisis Response has been carried out
as a collaboration between EYN and the Church of the
Brethren’s Global Mission and Service and Brethren
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Hearts for Nigeria (continued)

2020 Church of the Brethren Insurance Services Open
Enrollment - November 1 - 30, 2019
Brethren Insurance Services offers group insurance for
employees of churches, districts, and camps who work at
least 20 hours per week and enroll within 31 days of their
hire date or during annual open enrollment.
For more information go to: cobbt.org/open-enrollment

providing a consistent source of good water and help build
unity among the recipients and their communities.
The need for alternative sources of income is very
important for subsistence farming communities in
northeast Nigeria. We visited a livelihood training center
where widows and orphans are learning to be tailors. We
observed a distribution of goats to some of the most
vulnerable people, who included disabled and/or elderly
people and a few of the orphans whose parents had been
killed by Boko Haram. Each beneficiary was given a male
and a female goat, and these animals will be a welcome
source of livelihood and income for their future.
We left Nigeria and our many friends with mixed
emotions. There was a sense of satisfaction that when our
brothers and sisters in Nigeria were at their lowest point,
the Church of the Brethren stepped in to provide what was
most needed. However, we also left with sadness as we
realized this was probably the end of our official role in
Nigeria. We are just two of the many Brethren who went
to Nigeria to help out during a time of crisis. As we
boarded the plane to fly home, we knew we had left a
piece of our heart in Nigeria.
Many challenges remain for EYN and the people
of northeast Nigeria. More than 2 million people are still
displaced, living in camps or host communities or in the
neighboring country of Cameroon. Travel and
communication are difficult, especially in areas still
threatened by Boko Haram. There are still huge unmet
needs, and they far outweigh the available resources.
Our plea is to hold up our brothers and sisters in prayer.

TIMBERCREST FESTIVAL OF TREES
Saturday, December 8
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Come to Timbercrest to see many decorated
Christmas trees, enjoy hot chocolate and cookies,
and have a visit with Santa.

NATIONAL YOUNG ADULT CONFERENCE 2020
May 22-25, 2020
Montreat Conference Center, Montreat, North Carolina

CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP SEMINAR
April 25-30, 2020
Christian Citizenship Seminar
(CCS) provides high school aged
students the chance to explore
the relationship between faith and
a particular political issue, and
then act from a faith perspective
regarding that issue.
Online registration opens Dec. 2, 2019;
it limited to the first 60 participants.
http://www.brethren.org/yya/ccs/

National Young Adult Conference (NYAC) offers people
ages 18-35 a chance to enjoy fellowship, worship,
recreation, Bible study, service projects and more… with
other fantastic young adults!
For more information, go to:
http://www.brethren.org/yac/
Questions?
Contact Nolan McBride,
nmcbride@brethren.org,
847-429-4376.

Questions?
Contact Nolan McBride, Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Assistant, nmcbride@brethren.org or 847-429-4385.
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WORKCAMPS 2020
Theme: Voices for Peace
Theme Scripture: Romans 15:1-6 (The Message)
Those of us who are strong and able in the faith need to step in and lend a
hand to those who falter, and not just do what is most convenient for us.
Strength is for service, not status. Each one of us needs to look after the good
of the people around us, asking ourselves, "How can I help?" That's exactly
what Jesus did. He didn't make it easy for himself by avoiding people's
troubles, but waded right in and helped out. "I took on the troubles of the
troubled," is the way Scripture puts it. Even if it was written in Scripture long
ago, you can be sure it's written for us. God wants the combination of his steady, constant calling
and warm, personal counsel in Scripture to come to characterize us, keeping us alert for
whatever he will do next. May our dependably steady and warmly personal God develop
maturity in you so that you get along with each other as well as Jesus gets along with us all. Then
we'll be a choir - not our voices only, but our very lives singing in harmony in a stunning anthem
to the God and Father of our Master Jesus!
Registration will open January 16, 2020 at 7 p.m. (central time).
Jr. High completed 6th - 8th grade

Sr. High completed 9th grade - age 19

June 7-11
Rodney, MI - Camp Brethren
Heights

June 7 -13
Miami, FL

June 14-18
Harrisburg, PA
June 27-July 1
Philadephia, PA
July 8 -12
Brooklyn, NY
July 22-26
Roanoke, VA
July 29-August 2
South Bend, IN

July 26 - August 1
Knoxville, TN
August 3-9
Littleton, CO

June 14-20
Boston, MA

Intergenerational completed 6th grade & older

June 20-28
BFR- Haiti

July 6-10
Keezletown, VA - Brethren Woods
Camp & Retreat Center

June 20-26
Cle Elum, WA - Camp Koinonia
Adult - ages 18+
July 5 -11
Kalamazoo, MI

May 28-June 8
Rwanda

July 12 -18
Palmyra, PA
July 12-18
Waco, TX - Family Abuse Center
July 19-25
Santa Ana - California
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June 22-25
Bethel, PA - We Are Able
Companions
We Are Able - ages 16-30
June 22-25
Bethel, PA - We Are Able

6

7

8

9
10
MEP Board
Meeting - 6:00 p.m.
- Main View Inn

16

23

30

8

15

22

29

Christmas Eve

31 New Year’s Eve

24

17

3

2
Ministry Interview
Committee - 5:00
p.m. - Kokomo COB

1

Tue

Mon

Sun

28

21

14

7 Timbercrest
Festival of Trees

Sat

District Office Closed December 30 - January 3

District Office Closed December 24 - 28

27

25 Merry Christmas 26

13

6

Fri

20

12

5

Thu

19

18

11

4

Wed

S/C IN December 2019

Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

Sarah O’Hara, District & BLI Administrative Assistant
scindocb@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday 8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 8 am - 12 noon

brethrenleadershipinstitute@gmail.com
District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCentral-Indiana-District-205091192857321/

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester IN 46962
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