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The light
shines in
the

and the

darkness

darkness
has not
overcome
it.
John 1:5

May our life together reflect the light of Jesus in this Christmastime.

--Rachel

--Beth

DISTRICT’S CHRISTMAS
WISH LIST
Here are some items the District Office
would appreciate receiving from
congregations:


Pink outreach forms



GPS-friendly address for your
church building



Form B returned to General Offices



Pastor Renewal forms



A copy of your congregation’s
directory



Any recent changes in information
for the district directory , such as...



 Worship times
 Office hours
 Web and Facebook urls
 Weekly meetings
 Church leadership
Your prayers, as we seek to do our
best in carrying out the work of S/C
Indiana District

Many thanks to those who have already sent
the above forms and items. If you have
questions or need forms, please ask us!

Brethren are called to prayer in the face of
extremist violence
In the aftermath of the violence in Paris, General
Secretary Stan Noffsinger issued this statement:
Brethren are encouraged to bring into the sphere of
prayer all people affected by violence--those hurt and
killed in the terrorist attacks in Paris and the bombings
that occurred in Beirut, Lebanon, on Thursday evening;
communities in northeast Nigeria that are still
suffering from violence; the people of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, and those affected by
continuing fighting in South Sudan and Darfur; the
people of Syria and Iraq and Afghanistan who have
suffered years of war; those caught up in an escalating
situation in Israel and Palestine; the people hurt and
killed by gun violence in the US; the children fleeing
gang and drug-related violence in Central America; and
other places around the world where violence seems
to prevail.
“The grief grips at our hearts, but I am reminded by
the Nigerian church’s witness--in the midst of violence
they also took the time to pray for those who
perpetrated the violence, for the light of Christ to
remove the veil of darkness from the minds of Boko
Haram,” said Noffsinger. “So today, while my prayers
remember Parisians and the French people, I also pray
that the light of Christ remove the veil of darkness
which clouds the minds of terrorists, and those of us
who are citizens in countries that may have acted in
unjust ways. God, may the light of Christ illuminate the
path to justice and peace.”

Come to Timbercrest’s Third Annual Festival of Trees
Saturday, December 5
10 am - 2 pm
Free hot chocolate and cookies
Lots of beautifully decorated trees (including one from our district)
Christmas bazaar with 25 vendors
--trees will be on display throughout December--
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CONGREGATIONAL NEWS & EVENTS
From Lafayette:
Lafayette - searching
Mexico - searching
Richmond - Matt McKimmy has resigned, effective Jan. 31,
2016.

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT
item
cong. self-allocation
other income
restricted income
TOTAL INCOME

October

2015 to-date

$13,194

$81,206

$3,192

$12,650

$293

$6,609

$16,679

$100,465

We've enjoyed getting to know Purdue students
from Eel River Community and Manchester
congregations. Are there other Purdue students
from our district? We'd like to bake cookies for all
Brethren-affiliated Purdue University students to
sweeten and support their finals week in
December. We'd be grateful to know their names and contact
info so we can extend Brethren fellowship during their college
years, and share cookies. Please let us know by calling 765-4745021 or emailing annalisa144@gmail.com. Thanks!
--Interim Pastor Anna Lisa Gross, Lafayette Church of the
Brethren

From Christ our Shepherd:
DECEMBER VETERANS’ DINNER/CHRISTMAS PARTY
Sunday, December 13, 5 pm
Free dinner and program for all Military, Reservist, Veterans,
Surviving spouses and family members

From Guernsey:
district expense

$6,239

$82,772

Sunday, December 13, 6 pm

restricted expense

$1,110

$2,230

TOTAL EXPENSE

$7,349

$85,002

Star of Bethlehem Christmas program
Refreshments following!

NET

$9,330

$15,463

District Fund Balance

$33,656

DISTRICT BOARD REORGANIZES
The District Board held their fall meeting Saturday, October
24, at the District Office. Wayne Grumbling (south section)
was selected as Board Chair; Brad Yoder (north section) is
Vice-Chair.

From Eel River Community:
When church members learned that Carolyn Bollinger’s rhubarbcream pie brought $65 at the District Conference Pie Auction, a
couple of people said they’d pay that much for one of her pies.
To date, the district has received one more pie check, and it’s
rumored more may be on the way. Thank you, Carolyn! And
many thanks to all the other pie-bakers out there!

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR
DECEMBER
Dec. 6 - Please pray with us for Manchester COB.
Dec. 13 - Please pray with us for Marion COB.
Dec. 20 - Please pray with us for Nettle Creek COB.
Dec. 27 - Please pray with us for On Earth Peace.
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We ask you to remember our
sister churches and
denominational agencies in
prayer. Those listed are
suggestions for each week.

Connecting with the Denomination

From the Annual Conference Office

From the Congregational Life Office:

There will be a change starting this coming year
for congregations registering delegates for
Annual Conference. Both delegate and nondelegate registrations will open on the same day,
Wednesday, February 17, 2016. There will be no
“early” delegate registration beginning in
January as in the past. A letter with more
registration details and information will be sent
directly to all congregations in
December. Anyone with questions can contact
the Conference Office at
annualconference@brethren.org or by calling
800-323-8039, ext. 365.

Mark your calendars now for this event happening right here in
our district:
2016 Church Planting Conference
Dates:

May 19-21, 2016

Location:

Richmond, Ind. – Bethany Theological Seminary

Theme:

@HIM #hope #imagination #mission

Website:

www.brethren.org/churchplanting

Facebook:

Church of the Brethren Planting Network

Registration:

Opens in January 2016, online only
Regular fee: $129
Early bird, through April 15: $119
First timer, through April 15: $99

The 2016 Annual Conference theme is “Carry the
Light,” based on John 1:15. Conference will be in
Greensboro, North Carolina, June 29 - July 3.

Bethany or Brethren Academy student: $79
Housing:

This year housing will not be included in
registration fees
Arrangements have been made to hold rooms
at Hampton Inn and Holiday Inn for a special
conference rate, but attendees must make
their own reservations.

District Disaster Response Coordinator, Cliff Kindy,
and his wife, Arlene, will be serving at the Loveland,
Colorado, site during the month of December.

Schedule:

The conference begins with registration at 8:00
a.m. on Thursday, May 19, and concludes at
noon on Saturday, May 21.

Meals:

Lunch on Thursday and Friday will be provided.
All other meals are at the participant’s
expense

More info:

Contact Randi Rowan at rrowan@brethren.org
for printed brochures.

New Offering: Discernment Event – following this year’s
conference, a 24 hour discernment retreat will
be held for people considering church
planting. Led in part by Stan Dueck, this will be
a time of personal reflection and selfassessment around the call to become a leader
for church planting. Details will be
forthcoming, but think of individuals that
might benefit from this extra time to further
consider their call. The timeframe will be to
begin around noon on Saturday, May 21 and
conclude by 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 22. An
additional fee will be charged. Attendance will
be limited.

BDM volunteer Jim Shively made a well-received
presentation about disaster response at the West
Section Singspiration on November 8.

The district office has received a letter from
Church World Service, thanking us for the
464 school kits collected at this year’s
District Conference. Thank you again to all
those who sewed, shopped, assembled,
and delivered the kits!
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Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday & Tuesday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
Tuesday & Thursday; 1st & 3rd Wednesdays
8 am - 12 noon

www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org
District website:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill St
North Manchester IN 46962

