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“…(F)or to you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth
and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace among those whom he favors!” Luke 2:11-14
Merry Christmas!
Rachel Gross
Beth Sollenberger

CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES IN SOUTH/CENTRAL INDIANA DISTRICT
Anderson events: Sunday, Dec. 14, the handbell choir plays during worship (10:30); Noon – Carry-in meal and
Christmas party; Sunday, Dec. 21, 4 pm, Christmas Caroling; soup at 6 pm.
Antioch will have a Christmas Eve service at 7pm.
Four Mile has a special Christmas dinner a week or two before Christmas; it has not yet been scheduled for this year.
Kokomo events: November 30 Hanging of the Greens; December 7 Progressive Dinner 5:00 p.m.; December 13 Free
Pancakes for Everyone 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.; photos with Santa during this time. December 14 Fellowship carry-in
meal followed by Children’s Christmas Program 12:00 -2:00 p.m.; December 20 Caroling in Kokomo (meet at the
church at 5:00 p.m.); December 24 Christmas Eve Program 6:00 p.m.
Liberty Mills events: Nov. 29, 6 p.m., Hanging of the Greens; Sat., Dec. 13, 5:30 p.m., Fun & Crazy Christmas
Sweater Soup Supper & Caroling; Sun., Dec. 14, 6 & 7 p.m. Live Nativity (this is a new event for Liberty Mills); Dec.
24, 7 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service; Sat., Jan. 3, 6 p.m. removal of Christmas decorations & snacks.
Locust Grove will be out Christmas caroling on Dec 21st. They will be visiting several folks in nursing homes or who
are unable to get out very often. Following the caroling, they will meet at the church for chili and hotdogs.
They also have an "Angel Tree" in the church to help local children and families at Christmas, as well as a food drive to
help support the needs of two food pantries.
Logansport celebrates Christmas through Christmas Eve Communion from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. This is a time where
people can take time from their busy schedules to pray, rejoice, thank the Lord for His blessings, or all of these. People
come anytime they like and when they are ready they can remember why we celebrate Christmas through
communion. One of the pastors administers communion to each family and prays a blessing over them for the new
year.
Manchester events: 15-minute musical prelude every Sunday during Advent; Marty Haugen’s Holden Evening Prayer
Services Wednesday, December 3, 4 pm, Timbercrest Chapel, and Wednesday, December 17, at 6:30 pm in MCOB
chapel; Christmas Eve service 6:30 pm; participation in local Angel Tree program.
Northview: Dec. 7 @ noon Christmas program and pitch-in
Peru: Sat., Dec. 6, blanket give-away from 9 a.m. to noon
Pleasant Dale on Nov. 19 is wrapping gifts for Operation Christmas Child and for a Dominican Republic orphanage
supported by children in their congregation.
Roann is enjoying establishing new Christmas traditions. Last year they made a contribution to the local food bank as
a Christmas gift. That has now become a regular budget item.
Rossville: Pastor Weldy chooses a different family each Advent Sunday to read the Advent passage for that Sunday
and light the Advent candle or candles. The Rossville choir groups come and sing Christmas songs one Sunday in
December, followed by a big lunch for the church and all of the choir kids and their families. Every year the children
of the church do a Christmas program. The theme changes every year, but always includes a play and singing.
Salamonie: The church celebrates Advent in several ways: each Sunday, the Advent wreath candle is lit as part of the
Children’s Story. The 2nd Sunday of Advent is the Children’s Christmas Service. The junior and senior high youth
read the Christmas story, while the elementary and younger children act it out in costume. The chancel is decorated for
the nativity; Christmas songs are sung by the congregation at appropriate intervals in the story.
Their Christmas Eve service is tentatively scheduled for 9:30 p.m.
Union Grove: Each Sunday of Advent, a different family lights the Advent wreath, and there is a dramatic reading
from the point of view of one of the persons in the Christmas story. Pastor Bob will do one or two first-person sermons
from the point of view of a biblical character during Advent. The church has a Christmas tree which they decorate with
coats, gloves, hatsand scarves that are then given to those who need them.
Wabash: This year for the second time they are having a "kids craft/pizza time." Kids of all ages meet in the
fellowship hall on Nov. 24, 6 – 8:30 p.m.., to work on Christmas crafts and eat and have fun. Many of the items will be
sold in their Christmas Store (homemade items including foods); the profits go into the youth fund. They do a
traditional Hanging of the Greens each year, to get the church building ready for the Advent/Christmas season. This
year they will meet at the church on Dec. 6 at 9 a.m. to work together to bring beauty to the church. It is a fun time of
putting up the large tree and decorating the windows and front of the sanctuary and other areas of the church. Everyone
is welcome and the church always looks beautiful. They also do local caroling and have a Christmas Eve service.
Thanks for sharing your activities with us!

DISTRICT NEWS

RULING ON ROANN APPEAL

CELEBRATE REX MILLER’S

We received word on November 17 that the
Indiana Court of Appeals issued their opinion, rejecting
our arguments on appeal with regard to the dispute with
the Walk By Faith Community Church in Roann.
I believe it is important to remember that the
purpose of the appeal had far more to do with
understanding our polity than with regaining the
property. As we all know, polity is generally most called
upon in times of disagreement - this round of court
appeal was primarily to discern whether or not our polity
would stand up in a court process. In this instance, polity
did not prevail. Our experience will be valuable as we
work together to discern what makes useful polity for us
as a denomination.
Please keep the Roann Church of the Brethren in
your prayers as we continue forward in faith.
—Beth Sollenberger

LIVING GIFT MARKET A SUCCESS
This year’s Living Gift Market, held at Timbercrest on Sat.,
Nov. 15, raised a whopping $22,000 for Heifer International!
Thanks to all those who participated.

Pastoral Updates:
Burnettsville: searching
Eel River Community: in negotiation
Lower Deer Creek: called pastoral team
of Bruce & Cindy Dunk, Jeff Cook, & Les
Cooper
Mexico: negotiating with interim

CAREER THIS SATURDAY
A retirement party is being held at Camp
Mack in Milford, Ind., on Saturday, Nov. 22,
from 1-4 pm to honor Rex Miller. Please join
us as we celebrate Rex’s lifetime of
involvement in the camping ministry. There
will be a 30-minute program at 1:15 followed
by a reception with cake and ice cream. A
writing table will be set up for people to write
or drop off comments, memories, or letters for
Rex that will be made into a book.
If you are not able to attend, tributes can
be mailed to Peggy Reiff Miller at PO Box 117,
Milford IN 46542 or email prmiller@bnin.net.

ADVENT PRAYER VIGIL
The Manchester COB Witness Commission is
planning an Advent Prayer Vigil, Tuesday, December 2,
at 7:30 pm in the chapel. Please join us during this season
of darkness, of diminishing light, in remembering the
people in the world, particularly our Nigerian brothers
and sisters, victimized by the pain of violence, separation,
and poverty. Let us join together as a community of faith.
Utilizing scripture, prayer, and song, may we be
reminded of the promise of the coming hope of the one
who would bring peace and justice and righteousness to
the world.

Note to church staff: We are updating each congregation’s information
as we receive Form Bs from the General Offices. Early next month we
will be mailing forms for the 2015 District Directory; please watch for
these and return as soon as possible. Thank you!
Deadline for the January newsletter is December 15.

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER
December 7 - Please pray with us for Roann COB & Lower Deer Creek COB.
December 14 - Please pray with us for Lafayette COB, Northview COB & Marion COB.
December 21 - Please pray with us for Pipe Creek COB & Pike Creek COB.
December 28 - Please pray with us for Liberty Mills COB & Nettle Creek COB.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE DENOMINATION

COURSES OFFERED AT BETHANY
The next two pages of the newsletter have information
about courses being offered at Bethany in early 2015.
For more information, and to register, go to https://
www.bethanyseminary.edu/academy/courses. Or
contact the district office; we will be glad to mail you
the brochures.

NIGERIA VIDEO AVAILABLE
David Sollenberger recently traveled to Nigeria to
document some of what is happening there with our
EYN sisters and brothers. A six-minute video from
his trip is available at www.brethren.org.
NOMINATIONS NEEDED

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

The Annual Conference office is seeking nominations
Several job openings have been posted recently on the
for the 2015 ballot. To learn which positions are
denominational website:
available and to nominate someone, visit http://
 Chief Financial Officer (CFO) and executive
www.brethren.org/ac/nominations/. The deadline is
director of Organizational Resources - Elgin,
December 1.
Illioni
 Director, Brethren Disaster Ministries - New
FROM BBT
Windsor, Maryland
 Coordinator of Donor Communications We have received several inquiries regarding the
Elgin, Illinois
possibility of purchasing individual health insurance
 Temporary, part-time kitchen assistant - New policies through a Section 105 HRA, creating a pretax status for this income. Please be aware that unless
Windsor, Maryland
an employer provides group medical insurance, the
 Coordinator of Orientation, BVS - Elgin,
money used to purchase individual medical insurance
Illinois
must be reported as earned (taxable) income to the
 Director Level Position, Congregational Life
employee. An HRA is not a solution for avoiding the
Ministries - Elgin, Illinois
tax consequences of the Affordable Care Act market
 Truck Driver/Warehouser - Brethren Service
reforms, and using this method could result in heavy
Center, New Windsor, Maryland
fines.
 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED, Zigler Hospitality
For more information, contact Scott W. Douglas,
Center - New Windsor, Maryland
Director of Employee Benefits, 847-622-3385
For more information, visit http://www.brethren.org/
about/employment.html.

MATERIALS AVAILABLE

The district office has multiple copies of reports from
ON EARTH PEACE OPPORTUNITY
denominational agencies left over from District
Conference. If you would like additional copies to
On Earth Peace is creating an Anti-Racism
share with your congregation, we will be glad to mail
Transformation Team. If you are interested in being
them to you. Email scindcob@gmail.com or call 260on this team, visit http://www.onearthpeace.org/artt to 982-8805.
learn more.

Peacefully, Simply, Together.
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

South/Central Indiana District Office
Church of the Brethren

Office Hours
Mon - Thurs 8 am - 12 noon

Phone
260-982-8805

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

The District Office will be closed from Dec. 22—Jan. 4.
We look forward to serving you in 2015!
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