South/Central Indiana District
NEWSLETTER 2013

"When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down
and paid him homage." Matthew 2:10-11

We wish you a blessed Christmas celebration of our Savior's birth
and may 2014 be filled with opportunities!

Beth and Leslie

NEW Office Hours!
Beginning Jan. 2 the South/Central
District Office will be open
Mon.-Thurs. 9-12. Please contact the
office during these hours or leave a
message and we will respond as soon
as possible. Email is also available at:
scindcob@gmail.com.

The South/Central Indiana District Office will
be CLOSED Dec. 24 - Jan. 2 for the holidays.
Forms, Forms, Forms . . .
Form B has been mailed from the Yearbook office in Elgin to all
congregations. This Form requests mailing addresses for such positions as
board chair, treasurer, deacon contact, youth workers, etc., and will be due
in the Yearbook office by December 31, 2013.
The Statistical Form, which requests membership, attendance,
ministerial, and financial information for 2013, will be mailed to each
congregation in early January with a due date of March 17, 2014.
Form A, which requests each church’s contact, ministerial, and disability
information, will be mailed by April 1 with a due date of May 15, 2014.
Outreach Forms have been mailed and are due to the respective organizations by December 2, 2013.
The 2014 Directory Information Sheet for the South/Central Indiana District Directory has been
mailed and is due back to the District Office by December 19, 2013. This sheet is for the DISTRICT
Directory and will be used for our congregations in our district. Please update this form and return so
that others in our district will have correct information on your congregation.

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR
DECEMBER
Dec. 1 - Please pray with us for Huntington COB.
Dec. 8 - Please pray with us for Union Grove COB.
Dec. 15 - Please pray with us for Northview COB.
Dec. 22 - Please pray with us for Lower Deer Creek COB.
Dec. 29 - Please pray with us for White Branch COB.
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We are asking you to
remember our sister churches
and denominational agencies in
prayer this year. Those listed
are merely suggestions for
the week.

Need an organ?
We have been blessed with a wonderful organ for the
Logansport congregation that no one here can use. It is
a beauty but it really needs a new home where it can
be enjoyed. If there is a church in our district that
would like this organ, we would be happy to donate it
to their cause. It is lovely and sounds beautiful but is
never used here. So, if you can think of a new home for
it, we would be happy to make a donation to that
church. You can call the church at 574-753-6841
or my cell 574-601-1272. Thanks, Pastor Aaron

Presentation of Christmas program
"Emmanuel" by the Guernsey Church
Choir on Sunday, Dec. 8 beginning at 6:00
p.m. Refreshments and fellowship following
the program. Everyone welcome!

Mark your calendar!
Every 5 years our credentialed pastors are
required to participate in ethics training. We
have the following dates scheduled in
Indiana:
March 15, March 17 and March 22. Joel Kline
will provide the training and the locations
will be announced soon.

Over a TON of food
for two food pantries!

A Quiet Place Prayer
Center
Brochures for A Quiet Place schedules can
now be found on the District website at:
http://www.scindcob.org/donations.html.

Share your events with us!

Lower Deer Creek COB collected food for local pantries.
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We’d like to let others know of your
special events so that we may share in
them together. Send us information
on these events and we will let the
rest of the District know the details
of “Happenings in the District”!!

Plan an NYC registration party!
Did you know that National Youth Conference registration opens in only a few short
weeks? Online registration begins at 7:00pm (central) on January 3, and now is the
perfect time to plan a registration party! January 3 is a Friday evening, which is a
perfect time for youth groups to get together, eat food, play games, and all register at
the same time! Visit the NYC website for a full list of ideas: http://
www.brethren.org/yya/nyc/registration-info.html

NYC 5,000 Challenge
Registration for National Youth Conference opens in less than
seven weeks and the conference itself is only eight months away!
Every day brings us closer to NYC, and it’s exciting that plans are
beginning to fall into place.
We are writing to encourage you to join the NYC 5,000 Challenge.
Our theme focuses on Jesus’ invitation to follow him and emphasizes unity in the body of Christ. We are
inviting every Brethren youth to register for NYC and be a part of this unity we experience when we
gather together.
Your district sent 99 youth to NYC in 2010. That’s wonderful! And we would like to challenge you to
double that number in 2014. Are you up for it? It might sound crazy, but how exciting would that be!
And it wouldn’t only be exciting for the one week of NYC- it would be exciting for your district and local
congregations for years to come.
The 5,000 Challenge is about a simple invitation. We would love to hear about the ways you are inviting
youth to NYC in your district. Would you share this challenge with your board, with pastors, and youth
advisors? Who can catch the vision and carry it?
Blessings,
Sarah Neher, Tim Heishman, and Katie Cummings
2014 National Youth Conference Coordinators
www.brethren.org/NYC

Powerhouse 2013 a success!
More than 70 people took part in Powerhouse 2013, the Church of the Brethren Midwest Regional Youth
Conference, held at Camp Mack.
Audrey and Tim Hollenberg-Duffey served as the main speakers on the theme: “Stories from the Garden: On Earth
As It Is In Heaven.” They examined stories from the Garden of Eden, the Garden of Gethsemane, and the garden of
life in Revelation 22. Using images from Renaissance paintings to olive presses to leaves, they looked at the
goodness of God’s creation, our need for refinement and “harvesting,” and the opportunity to do a new things as
part of the “divine potluck” of God’s kingdom.
The conference, held Nov. 16-17, also included workshops covering topics such as calling and vocation, Brethren
heritage, National Youth Conference, outdoor ministry, organic gardening, “Seagoing Cowboys,” and more, as well
as an indoor campfire, a presentation of the musical “The Cotton Patch Gospel,” good food, and time for
recreation.
The conference, for senior high youth and advisors, is planned by Manchester University in cooperation with
surrounding districts. The next Powerhouse will take place in November 2014, with details to be determined.
Updates will be posted at www.manchester.edu/powerhouse.
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Phyllis Leininger Retirement
Camp Mack announces the retirement of Phyllis Leininger, Office Manager, at the end of December, 2013. Phyllis
has been with the camp for 25 years and has been at the heart of all that describes Camp Mack. Please join us as
we celebrate with Phyllis at her retirement open house! We would like to gather any memories, photos, or just
description words when you think of Phyllis. Any of these can be sent to Camp by mail or by e-mailing
debra@campmack.org. Cards may be sent to camp if you cannot attend. Phyllis has requested that any gifts be
directed to Camp Mack for the Growing from the Ashes Campaign for the new Becker Retreat Center, which is
now becoming a reality! She still has Camp Mack in her heart even as she moves into retirement!
Phyllis Leininger Retirement Open House
Camp Mack, John Kline Welcome Center
Dining Room A
December 1, 2013
3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
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We hope every
congregation in our
district will
participate in the Vital
Ministry Journey
before District
Conference next fall.
For more information,
please contact the
district office at 260982-8805 or
scindcob@gmail.com.

The Brethren Academy for
Ministerial Leadership invites
you to join Craig Gandy for his
online course Introduction to
the Old Testament. This course
will run from January 27 March 21, 2014. The registration deadline is
December 16, 2013.
This course explores several important
aspects of the Old Testament. TRIM students
will earn one course unit in Bible and
Theology. Pastors will earn two continuing
education units.
To learn more about this course please
contact: academy@bethanyseminary.edu or
go to: http://www.bethanyseminary.edu/
sites/default/files/docs/academy/
Brochure_IntrototheOldTestament2013Gandy
.pdf.

Dear Friends:
We recently have witnessed two devastating disasters within days
of each other. First, Typhoon Haiyan hammered the Philippine
islands on Nov. 8, causing extreme destruction and loss of life.
Brethren Disaster Ministries is supporting emergency relief
efforts through Church World Service. Links to learn more can be
found at www.brethren.org and at www.brethren.org/bdm .
Days later, an outbreak of severe storms and powerful tornadoes struck the Midwest on Sunday, Nov.
17. BDM is beginning response activities in the state of Illinois. Below is a related article that has been
posted through the Church of the Brethren Newsline. http://www.brethren.org/news/2013/brethrendisaster-ministries-responds-illinois-tornado.html.
How to Give:
Online donations for Typhoon Haiyan can be made at www.brethren.org/typhoonaid.
Online donations for the US Tornadoes can be made at www.brethren.org/edf. You will be able to
earmark your donation here if you wish.
Donations by check can be made payable to the Emergency Disaster Fund and earmarked on the memo
line for the Philippine Typhoon or the US Tornadoes. Mail checks to Emergency Disaster Fund, Church of
the Brethren, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120.
Please share these appeals widely with other BDM volunteers and supporters. As always, please keep
these and all disaster survivors lifted up in prayer.
Finally, the recovery work following Hurricane Irene in Schoharie, New York is nearing completion.
We'll be wrapping things up and closing down this site after Thanksgiving. Also, the Binghamton, NY site
closed earlier this month. Thank you all for your support of the recovery in Schoharie, Prattsville and
Binghamton this past year. You have helped change the lives of many, many people for the better.
Jane Yount, Brethren Disaster Ministries
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Kokomo

9

8

23

30

22

29

31

24

17

DISTRICT OFFICE CLOSED

16

15

10

3

630pm, MEP at
Timbercrest

Wednesday

Thursday

25

18

11

4

27

Monday - Thursday 9-12

January - NEW Office Hours

Upcoming Events . . .

DISTRICT OFFICE CLOSED

26

Office Closed

20

Office Closed

19

13

Lilly Endowment mtg.
in Indianapolis

Office Closed

6

Friday

12

5

S/C Indiana District – December 2013
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3-5pm, Phyllis
Leininger’s Retirement
Party at Camp Mack

Sunday
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*Sunday
morning visits
are tentative

Saturday

Peacefully, Simply, Together
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

South/Central Indiana District Office
Church of the Brethren
Leslie Pettit, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

District website:

Office Hours
Mon - Thurs

9am-12noon

Phone
260-982-8805

Office Hours
Mon, Wed, Thurs

8am - 12 noon

Tues

8am - 2pm

Fri

CLOSED

www.scindcob.org

Denominational website:

www.brethren.org
South/Central Indiana District Office

Please remember to recycle this newsletter.

South/Central Indiana District Office
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill St.
North Manchester, IN 46962-1835

Church of the Brethren

