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Tuesday, early in the morning, I traveled to Ohio to pick up a friend
and we journeyed on to Virginia to share supper with a friend
currently undergoing treatment for yet another occurrence of
cancer. What a gift to sit in the living room and tell stories of the
church we serve, the people we love and the faith we share. On Wednesday we drove back
across country to home. There was time for laughter, tears, hope, worries, and hugs. It was
the gift of walking together, sharing support and finding our faith strengthened as we
celebrated being together.
Life in the community of faith includes laughter and tears and effort and rest and the joy of
serving God together through thick and thin. Our district board has
called upon the congregations of our district to give gifts to the
Church of the Brethren work in Nigeria and in Haiti. Both places are
dealing with much pain, devastation, destruction and need. In
Nigeria the money will go to relief efforts in the wake of Boko
Haram attacks on the Church of the Brethren
in Nigeria, rebuilding churches and providing
basic supplies to people who are refugees. In Haiti it will be used in
response to the devastation experienced after natural disasters and
will address the need for clean water.
I hope your congregation has made plans to be a part of this special
offering and gift to express our care and shared faith with hurting
sisters and brothers in Nigeria and Haiti. We never know when circumstances might change,
when we will need to rest in the care of others with whom we share this faith journey. It
seems we also find our own faith stronger for being shared; certainly one expression of our
commitment to being the church together is caring for one another near and far.
Please be in touch with the district office if you have questions about our offering for Haiti
and Nigeria!
Blessings,
--Beth

Moderator’s Message
2017 District Conference Theme: Good News...From Generation to Generation
(Matthew 28:16-20...Psalm 145:4)

“In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among them
complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution
of food” (Acts 6:1, NIV).
The early church is growing! Miracles are happening. The community is caring for and providing for
each other. People are coming to Jesus as Messiah, Lord and Savior! (See Acts 1-5.) In the midst of this great
success, a complaint arises: Hellenistic (or Greek) converts to Judaism who are following Jesus as Messiah
see an issue. Their widows are being overlooked in the daily distribution of food.
Why? The Bible never explicitly says.
It could be due to the rapid growth and the apostles have too much to do. It could be simply a matter
of administrative oversight. Or there could be some genuine ethnic bias. The Hebraic (or ethnic Jews')
widows are getting their share. Why are the Hellenistic Jewish believers not?
Whether intentional or unintentional, this bias is likely perceived by the Hellenists. The apostles
decide it is time to raise up new leadership. Seven new men are chosen to lead this distribution. At least one,
Nicholas (see Acts 6:5), and possibly all seven are Hellenistic believers. For the first time the church shifts its
leadership from exclusively ethnic Jews to ethnic Greeks to make sure both ethnic Jews and ethnic Greeks
are being taken care of. They likely speak different languages (Hebrew vs. Greek) and likely look different too.
The church faces and meets its first of many ethnic challenges. The result in verse 7 is more rapid growth.
One of the seven chosen was Stephen. Stephen went on to preach the good news as well as
distributing food. He both demonstrated and proclaimed the good news. However, he was met with serious
opposition from devout religious people who put him on trial and went on to stone him. He is the first
Christian martyr named in the book of Acts. In the face of opposition, threat and death, he demonstrates and
proclaims the good news about Jesus. This is much like our brothers and sisters in Haiti and Nigeria. They
have faced hardships, opposition and death. Let us not overlook them, but intentionally bless them as we
join with them in demonstrating and proclaiming the good news!
We, as a district board, would love to see our district give $10,000 split in half to Haiti and Nigeria. If
each church gives at least $200 we will be well on our way to meeting that goal. Let us not neglect these
brothers and sisters of ours who have different ethnic backgrounds. Many who do not share our language,
our country or possibly even our skin color.
Brian Mackie
2017 South/Central Indiana Moderator
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Many thanks to those of you have returned the District Conference Delegate Authorization
forms, which are due August 1. If you have not seen the form, it is available on the district
website conference page, or you may request a paper copy from the district office.
Non-delegate registration forms are available the same way; those who register before
August 20 can avoid paying the late fee.
Please make sure someone from your congregation is bringing a scrumptious dessert for the
dessert auction!

THIS YEAR’S DISTRICT CONFERENCE
SERVICE PROJECT: AN OFFERING FOR
WORK IN NIGERIA AND HAITI

Camp Mack Lodging and Saturday
Breakfast:
Contact 574-658-4831 or

Thank you to those who have already sent their
checks for the Haiti/Nigeria Offering emphasis!
With over $3000 given already, we are well on our
way to the goal of $10,000. (This is our service
project this year, rather than assembling kits.)
Checks should be made out to South/Central
Indiana District with Haiti/Nigeria on the memo
line. Please submit your checks to the district
office no later than Sept. 11, so that one check
can be prepared for presentation to General
Secretary David Steele at district conference.

Mike@campmack.org
Cabins $15 per person
Lodge $25 per person
Family in a cabin $35
RV parking $35
Private room in a lodge $35
Bedding $9 each
Family in a Lodge $60
Tent camping $8/person
Saturday breakfast $8/person

A bulletin insert with information about these
projects can be sent to your congregation; please
request from the district office if you would like to
use it.

Friday, September 15
Everyone is invited to participate in these free events!
Bethany Church of the Brethren (19003 US 6, New Paris, Indiana)
1:30 - 5:30 pm Deacon Workshops, leadership provided by Josh Brockway,
from the Congregational Life Office (child care provided)
5:30 pm Fellowship and Appetizers
6:00 pm Dinner
Camp Mack (1113 E Camp Mack Road, Milford, Indiana )
7:30 pm Campfire with the Boomer Boys, followed by s’mores and popcorn
Come, bring your family, plan to spend the night at Camp Mack!
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Guernsey: Dana Hood has announced his
retirement. A search committee is
forming.
Union Grove: Search committee is
interviewing.

YOU’RE INVITED!
What: Mike Kauffman’s retirement open house
When: August 27, 2017

Time: 2:00 pm – 4:30 pm, with a short program at 3:30 pm
Where: Camp Mack’s Kate Warstler Dining Room
Mike has given 38 years of service and ministry to Camp Mack. We would like to send him into his
retirement with the best of wishes from the many people whose lives he has touched. Our wish is to
collect written memories and pictures of his years at camp. Please send your thoughts or pictures to
debra@campmack.org soon!

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE
A copy of BBT’s 2017 Memorial Tribute is available
from the district office; if you are interested in
borrowing it, please contact the office.

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT
item

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE SEEKS
INFORMATION
Two forms were recently sent to each congregation
for the purpose of assisting congregations in
maintaining complete historical records. If you have a
particular interest in your church’s history and have
not seen the forms, please check with your pastor or
church secretary.
Members of the Historical Committee will be at
District Conference and glad to talk with you if you
have questions; they will be glad to receive any
information you have to share.
The family of Ferne Baldwin has generously given to
the district office copies of this history of the Church
of the Brethren in Indiana. Copies will be available at
District Conference.

June 2017

cong. self-allocation

$9472

$4350

other income

$2812

$530

restricted income

$1590

$516

$13,874

$5396

district expense
restricted expense

$8225
$0

$8225
$131

TOTAL EXPENSE

$8225

$8356

Increase (Decrease)

$5649

($2960)

$43,730

$57,528

TOTAL INCOME

Planting the Faith in a New Land

June 2016

District Fund Balance

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR AUGUST
August 6 - Please pray with us for the Mexico COB and Shenandoah District.
August 13 - Please pray with us for the Nettle Creek COB and Southeastern District.
August 20 - Please pray with us for the Northview COB and Southern Plaiins District.
August 27 - Please pray with us for Peru COB and Virlina District.
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Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Tina Rieman, Brethren Leadership Institute Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday & Tuesday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
most Wednesdays

8 am - 12 noon

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester IN 46962

