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Every so often I come across a Facebook post or an email suggestion, or even a
passing comment from a friend, suggesting a daily list of five things to be grateful for.
Today I am thinking about the ways this district makes me happy. It is easy to make a
list:










I am grateful for the members of the district board and those who have been called to
provide leadership and guide us forward in faith. Time, energy, and creativity are
gifts you share regularly and willingly with all of us in South/Central District.
I am grateful for the pastors and congregations that come together to be the South/
Central District. We are diverse, devoted, and doing the work of ministry across our
part of Indiana as we follow Jesus and share the Good News.
I am grateful for all who are preparing to gather at Pleasant Dale Church on
September 13 for District Conference. This is our opportunity to come together for
worship, work and fellowship. May we be encouraged, and together in faith move
forward as a district.
I am grateful for the institutions within our district boundaries: Timbercrest Senior
Living Community, Manchester University, and Bethany Theological Seminary. May
they know the blessing of our shared heritage and may we know the blessing of their
presence among us. And I would add Camp Mack, a place beyond our boundaries yet
a very significant influence in our lives.
I am grateful for your prayers and support as I work and worship with you. It is quite
a gift you give me: everywhere I go and with everything I do, I am reminded of the
powerful presence and strength that comes with being a part of the body of Christ
lived out in South/Central Indiana District of the Church of the Brethren. Thank you
for your testimony to God’s goodness in your life and mine, in our life and shared
ministry.
Blessings,

-Beth

Greetings to my Sisters and Brothers in South/Central District,
In my role as Moderator I have had an increased awareness of the joys and
struggles that we share throughout the church in general and our district in particular.
As a participant in board discussions this past year and in planning for District
Conference, I am also conscious of the love and care with which the leadership has held
the varied concerns of this diverse district.
Recently I preached on Ephesians 4:1-7, the scriptural basis for the theme for this
year’s National Youth Conference. As I prepared this service of calling and blessing for
our youth, I was struck by how timely the scripture is for our district as a whole. The
letter written to the church in Ephesus, and possibly passed on to other churches as well,
addresses a common problem of disunity about differences in doctrine, and a loss of
focus on what is primary – that is, the love of Christ. The letter reminds the readers of
the “calling to which they are called”—to be the body of Christ.
Just as it was in the early church, it is easy for us to be distracted by our
differences and allow these differences to keep us from working well together as a larger
community of faith. I am wondering if we need to consider how the theme for NYC
speaks to all of us as we “remember the calling to which we are called.” Maybe we
should refocus on the emphasis of the teachings of Jesus himself. Of all the laws spelled
out in Leviticus, I am aware of only one that Jesus specifically quoted in his teaching:
Leviticus 19:34, which calls us to love our neighbor as ourselves. Can we make Jesus’
focus on love our uniting focus as we come together to be the body of Christ? Can we
lead our life together worthy of the calling to which we are called, with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace?
It is more complicated than it sounds. I know that it can be a struggle for me at
times. Often our investment in our own opinions, beliefs, and scriptural understandings
goes very deep and it is difficult to resist putting these differences front and center in our
relationships with each other. That is where I believe our theme for this year’s District
Conference has relevance. We cannot do it on our own. We need to be Released by
Grace so that we will be freed from whatever might prevent us from maintaining the
unity of the Spirit as we work together toward fulfilling our calling to embody the love
of Christ.
May it be so with you and with me.
Moderator Kay Gaier

PRE-CONFERENCE & DISTRICT CONFERENCE
OPPORTUNITIES
Where: Pleasant Dale Church of the Brethren
4504 W 300 N in Adams County near Decatur
When:
Friday, September 12: Pre-conference opportunity
12:30 pm—Registration
1 pm—Grace to You and Peace: Claiming the “Given Life” -Jeff Hawkins
6 pm—Dinner preceded by hors d’oeuvres at 5:30
All credentialed pastors, district personnel, and afternoon attendees,
along with their families, are invited.
7 pm—Knotted Nets - Jeff Carter
—Attendance at both sessions provides .5 CEU—
Saturday, September 13, 8 am District Conference begins
Registration & Breakfast
Worship and Business
Lunch provided by Pleasant Dale

If your church has not
received its bucket
from a Stewardship

Pie auction after lunch

Committee member,

(Have you selected your bakers yet?)

please call the district
office. See district

Dedication of clean-up buckets

website for content list.

Who: All are welcome!
Delegate authorization forms were due in the district office by July 15.
Expect a phone call from us soon if we have yet to receive yours! Nondelegate registration forms are available on the district website and are due
August 15.
—Conference books will be emailed to delegates by August 15. —

DISTRICT NEWS
Pastoral Updates:

Pastoral Updates

Annual West Section Singspiration

Burnettsville: searching
Eel River Community: search committee
formed

Sunday, August 10
beginning at 7:00 pm.
hosted by Living Faith COB

NEW ADDRESS
for RICHMOND COB
The mailing address for the
Richmond COB is now PO Box 1644,
Richmond IN 47375. The congregation
will be worshiping in the First Friends
Meetinghouse, 2010 Chester Blvd (Room
4), in Richmond.
This, along with other
congregational information, has been
updated on the district website, http://
www.scindcob.org/contact.html. Please
take a moment to see if your
congregation’s information is current on
this site. Email any corrections to
scindcob@gmail.com. Thanks for
helping us keep up to date!

Each participating church is asked to bring a
plate of cookies to share after the program.
Drinks will be provided.
Come and enjoy messages in song, instrument
and word.

LICENSED FOR MINISTRY
Our prayers are with Tim Troyer,
licensed at Huntington on June 22, and Clint
Wilson, licensed at Eel River Community
on July 13. May Tim and Clint and their
congregations feel God’s presence in their
discernment and service.

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR
AUGUST
August 3 - Please pray with us for Camp Mack.
August 10 - Please pray with us for Peru COB.
August 17 - Please pray with us for Kokomo COB.
August 24 - Please pray with us for Mexico COB.
August 31 - Please pray with us for Burnettsville COB.

We ask you to remember our sister
churches , district, and
denominational agencies in prayer.
Those listed are suggestions for
each week.

Camp Mack Golf Outing
Join us and your golf buddies for a day of fun-with-a-purpose at the Sycamore Golf Club
east of North Manchester, Indiana: Camp Mack Scramble-style golf with door prizes,
photo opportunities, and lots of great food. This fundraiser provides additional funds for
camperships and special projects that need to be completed at the camp. Registration
forms can be found at www.campmack.org.
Age: All ages welcome. Anyone under the age of 18 must be
accompanied by an adult.
Fee: $75 per player
Date: Saturday, August 16, 2014.
Registration at 11:30, lunch at 12:00, and start golfing at 12:45pm.
HEIFER INTERNATIONAL CELEBRATES 70 YEARS OF SERVICE
"Beyond Hunger" event to be held at Camp Alexander Mack
September 12—14
For more information and to register, contact Peggy Miller at prmiller@bnin.net
or 574-658-4147.

A QUIET PLACE PRAYER CENTER
CREATING COMMUNITY GROUPS
September 2014 – May 2015
Creating Community groups are currently forming at A Quiet Place for those
interested in committing to once a month retreat days beginning in September and
going until May (we do not meet in January). The topics for this coming season are:
“Growing in Contemplative Prayer” - Sheldon Swartz
Both men and
women
“Finding our Wings…Transforming Heart and Mind” – Yvonne Riege
Women’s group
“Longing for God – Seven Paths of Christian Devotion” –Fred Bernhard
Men’s group
You can send a deposit of $150 to A Quiet Place, P O Box 158, Milford IN 46542,
by the deadline of August 15. The balance of $150 will be due on the first gathering
of February 2015. Please include your name, address, email and phone and the
program you are interested in. If you have questions or would like to see a brochure
you can contact Norma Miller, milfam@bnin.net or 574-536-5672.

Make plans now for Peace Day, Sunday, September 21. This year’s theme is
Visions and Dreams for Peace, from Acts 2:17. Resources for worship and
other activities are available at http://peacedaypray.tumblr.com/. It would be
great to see all of the congregations in our district signed up to participate in
this annual event!

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
On Earth Peace is now providing three-month internships for college students. The
purposes of On Earth Peace internships are to advance our work, to achieve success in
specific programs and initiatives, and to offer skill development and personal growth for
emerging peacebuilders in a faith-based nonprofit setting, fulfilling our mission to develop
leadership for peace in each generation.
Internship positions are available in a variety of our program and administrative
areas. Current listings are available at www.OnEarthPeace.org/internships. For more
information, contact Marie Benner-Rhoades.
Bethany Theological Seminary and the Earlham School of Religion in Richmond,
Indiana, are seeking a Seminary Computing Specialist. The position could be either fulltime with benefits or part-time. Among the qualifications needed are
 an understanding of and commitment to the missions of Bethany Theological Seminary
and the Earlham School of Religion;
a bachelor’s degree in computer science or equivalent education and experience;
 a thorough internal knowledge of the Microsoft Windows and MacOS platforms and its
maintenance;
 experience supporting end users with varying IT needs.
For a complete job description, qualifications needed, and application information, go
to www.bethanyseminary.edu/opportunities/employment and click on the position title.
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Peacefully, Simply, Together
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

South/Central Indiana District Office
Church of the Brethren

Office Hours
Mon - Thurs 9am - 12noon

Phone
260-982-8805

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

District Conference
September 13, 2014
Pleasant Dale Church of the Brethren
Kay Gaier, Moderator

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill St
North Manchester IN 46962

Camp Mack is in urgent
need of volunteers July
21-25. Several different
positions are available.
Call the camp at 574-658
-4831 if you can help.

