South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren

April 2021

“Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was
crucified. He has been raised; he is not here.” Mark 16:6

May the joy of Christ's resurrection be yours this Easter!
Beth and Sarah

District News Items
DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT

FROM BETH:
Thank you! This year when we could not
have sectional or district gatherings to
worship together during Lent provided the
impetus to gather virtually and so be able
to worship together. What a special blessing. Leadership for the services was provided by Aaron Gross, West Section, Logansport; Mark Stahl, Central Section, Kokomo; Ben Poole, Southern Section Arcadia
and Olinda Barnes, North Section, Pleasant
Dale. The North Section was represented in
the denominational worship by Audri Svay,
Eel River Community and Kurt Borgmann,
Manchester. Thank you for the District
board’s decision to try virtual worship; for
the committee work of Diana Bucher and
Sarah O’Hara and special gratitude to Sarah for making the technologies work! The
services were an opportunity to deepen
our faith journey through the season of
Lent.
We are blessed! If you missed any of the
worship services you can still find and view
them at https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCaEgAtr49qv2TAxjNel4Mzw.
May your Easter celebrations be a true testimony to the power and presence of our
risen Savior Jesus Christ!
Blessings,

Beth

as of February 28, 2021
February

YTD

$12,854.24

$12,854.24

$650.00

$650.00

Other Income

$5,275.58

$3,140.68

Total Income

$18,779.82

$16,644.92

$7,410.66

$14,578.09

$674.22

$704.52

Total Expenses

$8,084.88

$15,282.61

Net

$10,694.94

$1,362.31

Income
Cong.
Self-Allocation
Restricted
Income

Expenses
District Expenses
Restricted
Expenses

District Fund Balance

$111,624.70

April District Prayer Calendar
April 4 - Please pray with us for Guernsey
COB and the Pacific Southwest District.
April 11 - Please pray with us for Hickory
Grove COB and the Middle Pennsylvania
District.
April 18 - Please pray with us for Huntington
COB and the Southern Pennsylvania District.
April 25 - Please pray with us for Kokomo
COB and the Western Pennsylvania District.
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ONLINE PRACTICE OF MINISTRY DAY - WORKSHOP WITH ANNUAL CONFERENCE MODERATOR

Saturday, May 22,2021 - 9:00 am - 2:30 pm
Instructor: 2021 Annual Conference Moderator Paul Mundey
Morning Session (9:00 AM – 12:00 PM)
‘Warmth and Force: Preaching with The Spirit’s Power and Prophetic Edge’
Focus: Effective preaching is both pastoral and prophetic; both relational and
stretching. In our workshop we will explore preaching disciplines that inspire
persons toward fuller expressions of faithfulness in Jesus.
Afternoon Session (12:30 – 2:30 PM)
“State of the Church” – Question & Answer session
Sponsored by the Brethren Leadership Institute. Practice of Ministry Day credit for BLI students
($50); 0.5 CEUs available ($10) for attendance at both sessions.
To register, contact the District Office: (260) 982-8805, scindcob@gmail.com.

SOUTH/CENTRAL INDIANA WOMEN’S CAMP
Our Refuge Between Rocks and Hard Places
June 3 –5, 2021

Camp Mack, Milford, IN
Key Speaker: Kris Seward

Registration forms are available
from the District Office and are due to DeEtta
Upcoming Brethren Leadership
Institute Courses
Preaching
Instructor: Aaron Gross
Dates: April 17, May 1, & May 15, 2021
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Location: Marion COB, 2302 S Geneva Ave,
Marion, IN 46953-2808
To register for a BLI course or for questions,
contact the District Office (260) 982-8805,
scindcob@gmail.com.
Classes are open to all: You may be exploring
ministry, answering a call to ministry, and/or
seeking further education. CEUs are
available.

Balser by April 23,2021.

April 1 is the next deadline for
pastors to apply for assistance
from the Ministry Excellence
Project. The general categories
for assistance are these:
medical and dental costs, inadequate funding
for retirement, low salaries and benefits,
continuing education expenses (including BLI
classes) and educational loans for the pastor
and/or spouse that have become a long-term
burden. Assistance can help the pastor,
spouse, and dependent children.
Application forms can be found at: http://
www.ministryexcellenceproject.com/clergy/

For more information on the Brethren
Leadership Institute (BLI) and fees, visit
http://www.scindcob.org/BLI.html.
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BRETHREN DISASTER MINISTRIES UPDATE

Friends,
Here are some announcements for you that can be shared with congregations:
•

S/C Indiana District is on tab for the week of Nov 28 - Dec 4, in Dayton, Ohio, rebuilding after
tornadoes. We need seven volunteers and maybe a cook. Let me know if you want to volunteer.

•

Texas needs plumbers and folks who can work with pipes. Freezing temps burst water lines.
BDM can connect you with partners tackling these problems. Call 1-800-451-4407.

•

Remember the derecho, straight line wind? Northern Plains District is open to volunteers, probably April or May, for rebuilding with a VOAD grant thanks to Lowes. call 1-800-451-4407.

•

Throughout this summer and fall there are open times in Dayton when volunteers are needed to
fill out teams. Contact me if you are available.

•

Homeland Security and Justice Dept are holding a webinar next Thursday, March 11, to present
tips to apply for a security grant and to share resources to prevent or deal with hate-inspired
conflicts at houses of worship.

Interested? Contact me by email (kindy@cpt.org) or phone (260-982-2971).
Blessings of peace to you!
Cliff Kindy, Brethren Disaster Ministries, District Disaster Coordinator

UPCOMING BRETHREN ACADEMY COURSES

May 5 - June 29 - Doing Church Differently, that seeks to equip clergy for circumstances in which
they have, in the past, had to learn "on the fly". It will help them prepare to lead in the midst of
corporate/community crises (natural disasters, active shooter incidents, pandemics, climate crises, etc.). Instructor: Debbie Eisenbise. Registration deadline is March 31.

June 5 - Ethics for Set-Apart Ministry: Basic Course, created by James Benedict. This training using Zoom, an online conferencing platform, is for newly licensed ministers and others seeking
basic clergy ethics training. Registration deadline is May 21.
For more information or to register, contact the Brethren Academy at: 765-983-1824 or academy@bethanyseminary.org
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Annual Conference Registration Now Open
Annual conference registration opened for all, both delegates and
non-delegates on March 2.
To register or for more details about Annual Conference, go to:
https://www.brethren.org/ac/

TWO-PART MODERATOR’S TOWN HALL IN APRIL WILL FEATURE BRETHREN HISTORIANS
From Newsline– March 18, 2021
“A special two-part Moderator’s Town Hall has been announced for April, with an array of Brethren historians as resource people on the topic “Today’s Headlines, Yesterday’s
Wisdom: Historical Insights for the Contemporary
Church.” Featured Brethren historians include Carl Bowman,
William Kostlevy, Stephen Longenecker, Carol Sheppard, and
Dale Stoffer.
The first event on April 15 from 7-8:15 p.m. (Eastern time) will
be a 75-minute question and answer format in line with previous Moderator’s Town Halls. Register at tinyurl.com/
ModTownHallApr2021.
The second event on April 17 from 1-6 p.m. (Eastern time) will be an extended session featuring
content presentations from each historian on a specific topic, followed by opportunities for questions after each presentation. Register at tinyurl.com/TownHallApr2021Part2.
Though all the presenters will participate on April 17, not all will be able to participate on April 15.
Participants can attend one or both events.”
“We will consider various issues confronting the church: accountability, biblical authority, compelling vision, division, and nationalism,” said an announcement. “Though every era is unique, there is
much to learn from the experience of history. The Brethren historians will explore the richness of
our heritage, highlighting the depth of our tradition and offer practical learnings applicable to today’s church. The intent is not to return to the past but to profit from history’s wisdom as we strive
to transform the contemporary church.”

COMPELLING VISION BIBLE STUDY SERIES IS NOW AVAILABLE
The complete 13-session Compelling Vision Bible Study Series is now available
at www.brethren.org/ac/compelling-vision/bible-studies.
“The sessions were written to be used in either a face-to-face or virtual environment. Congregations and other groups are encouraged to use these Bible studies in the months leading up to Annual Conference, to both prepare for the conversations to take place at Annual Conference, and,
inspired by the Holy Spirit, to imagine what it might look like to live into the vision and become
“Jesus in the Neighborhood.” (Newsline - February 12, 2021)
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MISSION AND MINISTRY BOARD REPORT
from Newsline March 18, 2021
“The Mission and Ministry Board of the Church of the Brethren held spring meetings via Zoom on
Friday through Sunday, March 12-14, 2021. Main items of business continued work on the board’s
new strategic plan and received year-end financial reporting for 2020.
Patrick Starkey, chair, led meetings from the denomination’s General Offices in Elgin, Ill., where he
was joined by chair-elect Carl Fike, general secretary David Steele, and a few staff. The rest of the
board joined in via Zoom from across the country.
The sessions on Saturday morning and afternoon and Sunday afternoon were open to the public
via a published link. The Executive Committee and other board committees met on Friday, and
some closed sessions of the full board were held in the evenings. As always, the meetings opened
and closed with worship.”
For a detailed report, go to: https://www.brethren.org/news/2021/mission-and-ministry-boardmeeting/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=mission-and-ministry-boardmeeting
For the video reports and background documents go to www.brethren.org/mmb/meeting-info
UPCOMING EVENTS AND CONFERENCES
•

FaithX (formerly the Workcamp Ministry) - www.brethren.org/faithx

•

April 18-21—Ecumenical Advocacy Days— https://advocacydays.org/

•

April 19-22— Leadership Summit on Wellbeing - https://www.brethren.org/leadershipwellbeing/

•

April 24-28—Christian Citizenship Seminar - https://www.brethren.org/yya/ccs/

•

May 13—15—New and Renew Conference - https://www.brethren.org/discipleshipmin/
newandrenew/

•

May 28-31 - Young Adult Conference - https://www.brethren.org/yya/yac/
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Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office, Church of the Brethren
260.982.8805; 260.982.7181 (fax)
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Sarah O’Hara, Administrative Assistant
scindcob@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
District Website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCentral-Indiana-District-205091192857321/

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester, IN 46962

«FIRST» «LAST»
«ADDRESS»
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YOUR LOGO HERE
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