South/Central Indiana District
April 2019
“Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was
crucified. He has been raised; he is not here.” Mark 16:6
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May the joy of Christ's resurrection be yours this Easter!
Beth , Gloria, and Sarah

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT

DISTRICT CONFERENCE - SAVE THE DATE!

As of February 28, 2019

Saturday, September 21, 2019
February

More details to follow soon!

YTD

Income

DISTRICT DIRECTORY
The long-awaited 2019 District Directory is now
available. A digital copy is being sent to all of the
district churches and everyone on the leadership
list.

Cong. Self-Allocation

$9,980.48

$12,880.48

Restricted Income

$1,167.53

$1,167.53

Other Income

$9,469.62

$21,926.20

Total Income

$20,617.63

$35,974.21

$9,402.52

$18,791.18

Restricted Expenses

$63,754.85

$61,762.29

Total Expenses

$73,157.37

$80,553.47

-$52,539.74

-$44,579.26

Expenses

If you would like a paper copy mailed to you,
please let Sarah know.

District Expenses

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR APRIL
April 7 - Please pray with us for the Grandview
COB and Pacific Southwest District.

Net
District Fund Balance

April 14 - Please pray with us for the Brethren
Benefit Trust.

$69,538.65

April 21 - Please pray with us for the Guernsey
COB and Middle Pennsylvania District.
Charles Lunkley, 100, former Nigeria mission
worker, died on March 18, 2019, in Marion,
Indiana.

April 28 - Please pray with us for the Hickory Grove
COB and Southern Pennsylvania District.
--Check the South/Central Indiana District
Facebook page for specific prayer requests.--

An ordained minister, Charles served in Nigeria with
his wife, Rozella, and their two children from 19501962. While in Nigeria, Charles served first as
churchman missionary and then he and Rozella
served as chaplain and houseparents at Hillcrest
School. From 1977 to 1984, Charles was District
Executive of the Tri-Districts of Northern Plains,
Missouri and Southern Missouri Arkansas, and from
1984-1987, he was chaplain at Timbercrest Church
of the Brethren Home in North Manchester,
Indiana.

Buck Creek Church of the Brethren
ANNUAL FISH FRY
SATURDAY APRIL 6 , 2019
12:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Freewill Offering
8802 N Buck Creek Pike
Mooreland, IN 47360

The full obituary is available at https://
nswcares.com/tribute/details/20842/Rev-CharlesLunkley/obituary.html .

For more information, call: (765) 774- 4552
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The Brethren Leadership Institute presents:
Prayer and Spiritual Direction - a Practice of Ministry Day
Saturday, May 4, 2019
9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Marion COB
Presenters: morning session - Al Hohl, afternoon sessions - TBA
This event will fulfill the requirements for 1 of the 3 Practice of Ministry Days needed to complete the BLI
program. It will also fulfill requirements for credentialed pastors needing CEU’s .
Cost is $50, payable that day. Please pre-register by April 24.

BLI Orientation Session & Portfolio Support
Saturday, May 11, 2019
9:00 - 11:00 a.m., Marion COB
Attendance at 1 Orientation Session is required for graduation from the BLI program. Also at this session a
refresher on portfolio building will be offered to those who have already attended an orientation, but would
like to have more help working on their portfolio.
Cost is $50, payable that day. Please pre-register by May 1.

https://doodle.com/poll/nxcm9964a3wy5uut
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
BUSINESS SCHEDULE WILL FOCUS ON COMPELLING VISION

Annual Conference 2019 will be a very different event this year, according
to Conference director Chris Douglas. Instead of a usual business
schedule, the delegate body will spend much of its time in compelling
vision conversations. Non-delegates may reserve seats at tables during
the business sessions in order to fully participate in those conversations.
And the Conference will hold a love feast for the first time in decades, at
the close of the business meeting on July 6.
Annual Conference 2019 takes place July 3-7 in Greensboro, N.C., at the Sheraton/Koury Convention Center.
It will be led by moderator Donita Keister, assisted by moderator-elect Paul Mundey and Conference
secretary Jim Beckwith. “Proclaim Christ; Reclaim Passion” is the theme, inspired by 2 Corinthians 5:17-18.
For more information, online registration and hotel reservations, go to: www.brethren.org/ac .
NOAC 2019: Reaching Into Joy
NOAC is a Spirit-filled gathering of adults who love learning and discerning together,
exploring God’s call for their lives and living out that call by sharing their energy, insight,
and legacy with their families, communities, and the world.
Registration will open online on April 15. The cost per person is $195 if you register before
July 20. First time attendees will get a $20 discount. Your registration fee does not include
housing or meals. After you register you will be able to go to the Lake J housing
reservations website to make your lodging reservations.
Timbercrest will offer transportation to NOAC. For one coach, we need seven Timbercrest participants to
ride. For two coaches, we need at least twelve. Seats for non-resident riders will be made available after we
know how many Timbercrest participants will be available. If interested in traveling to NOAC with
Timbercrest residents: contact Brian Daniels - 260-982-2118 or BDaniels@timbercrest.org









Sister Joan Chittister - An American Benedictine
nun, theologian, author, and speaker
Drew Hart - Professor of Theology at Messiah
College in PA. He is the author of the book,
Trouble I've Seen: Changing the Way the Church
Views Racism
Ken Medema and Ted Swartz - Ken is a musician
and singer-songwriter who has been performing
in the United States, Canada, and Europe for more
than forty years . Ted is a Mennonite playwright
and actor.
Dawn Ottoni Wilhelm - Brightbill Professor of
Preaching & Worship at Bethany Theological
Seminary, Richmond, IN
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Jennifer Keeney Scarr - Pastor of the Trotwood
Church of the Brethren, Trotwood, OH
Jeanne Davies - Pastor of the Parables
Community, Lombard, IL
Walt Wiltschek - Pastor of the Easton Church of
the Brethren, Easton , MD
Dennis Webb - Pastor of the Naperville Church of
the Brethren, Naperville, IL
Paula Bowser - morning Bible study - Retired
Church of the Brethren pastor, Englewood, OH
Jonathan Emmons and Bev Anspaugh - Organ
recital and hymn sing

Housing Allowance is upheld by Appeals Court - March 15, 2019
The housing allowance provision that provides pastors with a tax benefit for their housing expenses is
constitutional. That decision was announced today by the Seventh Circuit Appeals Court, which is located in
Chicago.
The case, heard by the Appeals Court last October 24, originally was
heard by Wisconsin District Court Judge Barbara Crabb, who ruled in
favor of Freedom From Religion Foundation that the housing allowance was unconstitutional. However, in
announcing its verdict today, the Seventh Circuit Appeals Court cited a number of court cases and actions by
Congress in its 29-page ruling, before simply ruling, “We conclude (Internal Revenue Code, Chapter 1,
Section 107 that describes the housing allowance) is constitutional. The judgment of the district court is
REVERSED.”
“Although FFRF can appeal this decision and ask that the U.S. Supreme Court hear this case, the decision by
the Chicago Appeals court is a major victory for pastors, regardless of denominational affiliation,” said Nevin
Dulabaum, president of Church of the Brethren Benefit Trust. “Many church budgets are tight, as is
compensation to pastors. The housing allowance is one provision that provides much-needed tax savings to
pastors; without it, many pastors would be hard pressed to take on an additional tax burden.”
The scope of this benefit extends beyond actively employed pastors. For example, all retirement payments
issued by BBT to Brethren Pension Plan retired clergy have the potential to be claimed as housing allowance.
The significance of the ruling today is that, for the indefinite future, retired pastors who live on fixed incomes
will not receive an unexpected tax increase that could be several thousand dollars or more.
The ruling was just announced this afternoon, and so this notice is just a brief reporting of that news and the
ramifications for the Court’s decision. No doubt there will be more information coming, to further interpret
the Seventh Circuit Appeals Court’s decision, and to also follow whether this case ultimately is addressed by
the U.S. Supreme Court.

SAYING NO TO SAY YES:
EVERYDAY BOUNDARIES AND PASTORAL EXCELLENCE
JULY 2-3, 2019, CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA
Church of the Brethren Minister’s Association - Pre-Annual Conference Continuing Education Event
“the denomination has very clear policies that advocate and define fair and appropriate considerations of
pastors…” (Statement of Ethics for Congregations in the Church of the Brethren, 1996)
“I will strive to maintain reasonable expectations for myself and not allow others’ unreasonable expectations to endanger
my well-being.” (Ethics in Ministry Relations, 2008)

One’s thoughts may tend to turn to misconduct when hearing the term, “setting boundaries.” There are,
however, everyday boundaries which, when continually crossed, can ultimately lead to an unhealthy ministry
for both pastor and congregation. Dr. Olsen and his co-author, Nancy G. Devor, bring to light some of those
everyday boundary problems. They offer suggestions for pastors and congregations on how to be aware of
possible pitfalls and how to work together to set healthy boundaries.
Dr. Olsen is an Adjunct Professor with The Sage Colleges and Executive Director of Samaritan Counseling
Center. His writings include several articles in the Journal of Clinical Psychology on clergy burnout, as well as
the following books: The Spiritual Work of Marriage, The couple’s Survival Workbook, Prevention of Burnout,
When Helping Starts to Hurt, Integrative Family Therapy
To register or for more information go to: www.brethren.org/sustaining
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2019 BRETHREN PRAYER AND WORSHIP SUMMIT “PRAYING FOR THE VISION ”
March 29 & 30, 20l9 in Harrisonburg, VA at the Rockingham County Fair Grounds
It has been determined that the Church of the Brethren shall turn its attention to the framing of a
“COMPELLING VISION”. To undergird this multi-year process a special prayer gathering has been planned.
This event follows the Prayer and Worship Summit held earlier in 20l8 at the same place that called us to
prayer for the future of the denomination and was attended by about 400 Brethren.
The 2019 Prayer and Worship Summit “PRAYING FOR THE VISION” is an opportunity for Brethren to
unite to earnestly seek God’s direction and for the Holy Spirit to guide us in becoming the church we are
meant to be for this age and into the future. This Prayer Summit is not for doing any business. We will not be
putting any pieces of the “COMPELLING VISION” together. We will be addressing the spiritual dynamics that
are necessary in seeking the mind of God for this process.
The speakers and prayer time will focus on “Vision Lost”, “Vision Recaptured”, and “Vision
Launched”. The answer in getting all this right is to PRAY, PRAY, PRAY! We need the praying hearts and
praying hands of many Brethren from all across our land to open up our lives in a new way to hear from
Heaven and be guided by God’s Word.
When the New Testament church was born on the Day of Pentecost, the prophecy of Joel was proclaimed
that in the last days your young men shall see visions and your old men shall dream dreams. Now is the time
to claim this challenge anew. So, come one, come all! Come young, come old! Come to pray. Come to see
visions! Come to dream dreams! Let’s experience a fresh touch of Pentecost among us for the Glory of God!
“LOOK AT LIFE” CONFERENCE
April 25 - 27, 2019
Bethany Seminary
If you care about faith and science, you’ve come to the right place. Here you’ll find a meeting of minds...new
ideas...and new friends.
Many people think of faith and science in terms of conflict. Creation versus evolution comes to mind. But
can we work through these conflicts to reach a deeper understanding—of each other and of God’s Word?
On this site, we also want to talk about newer issues that summon our best, most faithful thinking. Soon,
when you visit here you’ll be able to learn about and discuss topics such as cloning and gene editing; artificial
intelligence; climate change; finding life on other planets; peacemaking in an age of killer robots; and more.
If you’re interested in these sorts of faith-and-science issues, then please consider coming to the conference.
Cost is $85 and includes all sessions and all meals, one-day rates are available.
To register or for more information:
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CAMP ALEXANDER MACK UPDATES
OFFICE ASSISTANT POSITION
Camp Alexander Mack is taking applications for an office assistant to be responsible for running bi-monthly
payroll, managing accounts payable, performing monthly bank reconciliation, managing the Gift Shoppe,
tracking volunteers, and performing other routine office tasks as assigned. The position is paid hourly with an
average of 32 hours per week. Hours can be somewhat flexible. Limited benefits are offered.
Applicants need to have experience in financial record-keeping, must be highly organized and deadlinedriven, and can demonstrate a dedication to the ministry of Camp Mack.
Please send a completed staff application: http://campmack.org/media/uploads/0/858_GeneralEmployment-Application-fillable.pdf, letter of interest, and resumé to Camp Alexander Mack, PO Box 158,
Milford, IN 46542 or gene@campmack.org by April 10th, 2019. Screening will begin on April 11.

Camp Alexander Mack has launched a new campaign: "Planting the Future", to bring renewed energy to
their programs and growth in their mission "to provide a sanctuary where people connect with God,
experience creation, and build Christian community."
Camp Mack is aiming to raise $1.1 million focused on expanding the reach of summer camps, operating
more year-round programming, modernizing facilities, and providing resources to the community. This
campaign will enable Camp Mack to grow 1,000 summer campers, achieve 60% occupancy of our facilities
during the winter months, and the creation of a robust outdoor education program for local schools.
For 93 years, Camp Mack has served as a place for people of all ages, faith communities, and spiritual
needs. Originally, a camp for the youth of the Church of the Brethren, Camp Mack has grown into a regional
provider of camp and retreat center experiences, with many long-standing partnerships outside the Church
of the Brethren. Many of the facilities at Camp are from the early and mid-20th century and are in need of
modernization to fill not just the needs of current and future guests.
"This is a pivotal time in the life of Camp Mack," writes Camp Mack Executive Director Gene Hollenberg.
"In the 93 years of our ministry, generations of children and adults have had their faith sparked, their
understanding of God reinforced, and their spiritual lives renewed and refreshed through the sanctuary
experience created here."
As of March 8, 2019, more than $540,000, ranging from gifts of spare change to $50,000, has been raised
or pledged. This includes over $15,000 from staff commitments and over $50,000 from the Indiana Camp
Board, Camp Mack’s governing body. The goal is to reach the goal of $1.1 million by the end of 2021.
"In a fast paced, techno-connected world, research tells us that children and adults are taking less time to
reflect and be creative, be physically active, and experience the outdoors," continued Hollenberg. "This
impacts the health and well-being of all people, but it is particularly damaging to developing children and
adolescents. One answer to this is: Camp."
To join Camp Mack in Planting the Future, please visit campmack.org/plantingthefuture or contact Todd
Eastis at 574-658-4831 or todd@campmack.org.
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S/C IN District April 2019

Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

Sarah O’Hara, District & BLI Administrative Assistant
scindocb@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday 8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 8 am - 12 noon

brethrenleadershipinstitute@gmail.com
District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCentral-Indiana-District-205091192857321/

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester IN 46962

