South/Central Indiana District April 2017
We believe that God is present
in the darkness before dawn;
in the waiting and uncertainty...
where fear and courage join hands,
conflict and caring link arms,
We believe that God is present
and the sun rises over barbed wire.
in the darkness before dawn;
We believe in a with-us God
in the waiting and uncertainty...
who sits down in our midst
where fear and courage join hands,
to share our humanity.
conflict and caring link arms,
We affirm a faith
and the sun rises over barbed wire.
that takes us beyond the safe place:
We believe in a with-us God
into action, into vulnerability
who sits down in our midst
and into the streets.
to share our humanity.
We commit ourselves to work for change
We affirm a faith
and put ourselves on the line;
that takes us beyond the safe place:
to bear responsibility, take risks,
into action, into vulnerability
live powerfully and face humiliation;
and into the streets.
to stand with those on the edge;
We commit ourselves to work for change
to choose life
and put ourselves on the line;
and be used by the spirit
to bear responsibility, take risks,
for God’s new community of hope.
live powerfully and face humiliation;
Amen.
to stand with those on the edge;
to choose life
and be used by the spirit
for God’s new community of hope.
Amen.
Text: 'Affirmation' from Iona Abbey Worship Book http://

Text: 'Affirmation' from Iona Abbey Worship Book http://www.ionabooks.com/iona-abbey-worshipwww.ionabooks.com/iona-abbey-worship-book-480.html
book-480.html

Easter greetings from your district office staff: Beth, Rachel, Tina and Gloria

Moderator's Message
2017 District Conference Theme: Good News...From Generation to Generation
(Matthew 28:16-20...Psalm 145:4)
Matthew 18:1-5: “At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 'Who, then, is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven?' 2 He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. 3 And he said: 'Truly
I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4
Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And
whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.”
Matthew 19:13-14: “13 Then people brought little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and
pray for them. But the disciples rebuked them. 14 Jesus said, 'Let the little children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.’”
From what I understand, children did not have prominent roles in Jesus' day. When speaking of the
“greatest in the kingdom of heaven,” He called a child and offered the child as the example. “Truly I tell
you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” I
wonder if it truly is the younger ones who can teach us what kingdom living looks like. Statistics have
shown repeatedly that young people, under 18 years of age, are the most likely to respond to the gospel
and become followers of Jesus.1 Jesus' teachings plus these statistics are guides to point us toward the next
generation in our evangelism and church efforts.
I wonder, in our day, how much prominence young people have in the way we do church? I am certainly
not suggesting making young people the focus of church. The focus is Jesus and worshiping Him. What I am
suggesting is considering young people as important worshiping participants and not just add-ons. How is
the entirety of our worship services and church programs both locally and denominationally helping young
people to follow Christ?
I want to highlight a few special programs:
-“Explore Your Call” is a 10-day experience based out of Bethany Seminary to help young people better
follow Christ's call in their lives. (This year it is June 16-26.)
-National Jr. High Conference is a three-day experience for Jr. High students in Elizabethtown, Pa. (June 911 this year).
-Next spring, April 13-15, 2018, we will be having a district youth event! Details to come.
-Next summer, July 21-26, 2018, will be National Youth Conference at Colorado State University.
-Camp Mack always has great summer programs as well.
-Your local Vacation Bible schools offer great options.
As many of us know, these special events can be life-changing. So let us encourage our young people to
attend. However, it is the local church that can build toward and build upon these life-changing events. It is
truly the local church where true evangelism and discipleship of these young people can and should have
the greatest impact. As Jesus told Peter in Matthew 16:18, He is building His church and the gates of Hades
(of hell) cannot stand against it.
Let us live out Psalm 145:4 and have one generation commend God's works to the next! After all, the
kingdom belongs to such as these.
“Evangelism is Most Effective Among Kids,” Barna Research Group, October 11, 2004. https://www.barna.com/research/evangelism-is-most-effective-amongkids/ accessed, March 22, 2017.
“When Americans Become Christian: Evangelism statistics,” January 15, 2015. https://home.snu.edu/~hculbert/ages.htm accessed, March 22, 2017.

--Brian Mackie, 2017 District Moderator
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Manchester: Laura Stone will be licensed on
March 26.
Union Grove: Search committee is interviewing.

Buck Creek Church of the Brethren
52nd Annual Fish Fry
Saturday, April 1, 12 noon to 7 pm
8802 North Buck Creek Pike

Our sympathies and prayers are
extended to Rossville Pastor
Allen Weldy, whose father Edgar
passed away March 21. Services
are Sat., March 25, at the
Middlebury COB.
Also, we are praying for Esther Norris, whose
husband Sam passed away Feb. 24. Esther is a
member of the Salamonie COB.
The district office just recently learned that Paul
Tinkel, former pastor of West Eel River COB, died in
November.

Mooreland, Ind., 47360

West Section Lenten Services
6:45 Hymn Sing 7:00 Worship
March 26 at Burnettsville; Aaron Gross preaching
April 2 at Lafayette; Allen Weldy preaching
The Anderson Church of the Brethren has
an electronic organ that they are willing
to give to anyone who is interested. It is a
1970s Wurlitzer, 2-manual, 2-octave
pedal board. The removal and
transportation of the organ is the
responsibility of whoever would like to
have the organ. If you are interested, call
the Anderson Church of the Brethren,
(765) 649-9231, Tuesday through Friday,
from 9 am to 3:30 pm.

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT
item
cong. self-allocation

February 2016

February 2017

$2,891

$1009

$692

$1718

restricted income

$3,320

-

TOTAL INCOME

$6,903

$2727

district expense

$8,806

$7438

restricted expense

$3,750

$660

TOTAL EXPENSE

$12,556

$5371

CHANGE

($5,653)

($5371)

District Fund Balance

$34,033

$55,107

other income

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR APRIL
April 2 - Four Mile COB and Illinois/Wisconsin District
April 9 - Grandview COB and Northern Indiana District
April 16 - Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, Church of the Brethren in Nigeria)
April 23 - Guernsey COB and Michigan District
April 30 - Hickory Grove COB and Mid-Atlantic District
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MISSION INFORMATION EVENT
April 30 2-4 pm
Your District Board is sponsoring an educational and inspirational event on Sunday, April 30, from 2 - 4 pm at
the Marion Church of the Brethren, providing the opportunity to learn more about what the Church of the
Brethren is doing in Nigeria and Haiti.
Cliff Kindy and others who have been in Nigeria recently will discuss the situation there and the possibility of
work camps from our area. And Brad Yoder will be bringing us "well"-needed information on the water
projects that are taking place in Haiti and the great need for this.
As a District we will have a fund-raising emphasis for these two missions and encourage churches to think
about what they can do to be a part of this great emphasis. A love offering will be taken on April 30th to get
this fund started. We sure hope to see you and others from your church in Marion.

DISTRICT CONFERENCE
SEPTEMBER 16, 2017
CAMP MACK

DESSERT AUCTION
by Erin Huiras
Nothing says love to me like pumpkin pie and black raspberry pie. Why, you may ask? Because as a kid
growing up whenever I would visit my grandparents my grandmother would always make a pumpkin pie and
a black raspberry pie because those were the favorites of my brother and me. She did it out of love and even
now I can still see them cooling in the window sill.
The pie auction at District Conference is held for much the same reason! To show love and to give us
memories to hold onto and draw us closer to each other. But, what if you don’t like pie? What if you like
double fudge cake better? Or a trip to Dairy Queen would hit the spot and create a lasting memory? Well
then, you are in luck! This year we are asking each church to bring a favorite dessert to auction off. It can be
anything you like. You are in charge and limited only by the creativity of your imagination. You don’t have to
bake if you don’t want to! In fact, the more creative, the better the auction and the more I can get the crowd
involved.
Start planning today and experimenting to find the perfect dessert or dessert destination. When you
have found the perfect combination then plan on attending Conference in September and get the dessert of
a lifetime. Or at least make someone else pay what a dessert of a lifetime should be worth! Grandma would
be proud!

DISTRICT CONFERENCE INFORMATION






Plan to attend Friday afternoon (Sept. 15) pre-district conference educational event.
All are invited to the Leadership Thank You Dinner Friday evening, provided by District Minister Beth,
served at Bethany Church of the Brethren.
Campfire Friday evening!
Friday night housing at Camp Mack is available.
The Nominating Committee will be meeting Monday, April 3; they would be glad to receive your
suggestions for district leadership, which may be sent to the district office.
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Brethren Leadership Institute announces:
The Power of Proclamation - Practice of Ministry Day
May 6, 2017
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Fees: $50.00 for credit
$25.00 for .4 CEU
Marion Church of the Brethren
9:00

Worship
Gather in the sanctuary for worship led by Laura Stone

10:00 Preaching Clinic
Each participant is asked to bring a 10-minute sermon on the Lectionary text for May 21, 2017: John
14:15-21. Every preacher will have at least 10 minutes following the message for feedback from
participants in a small group setting.
12:00 Lunch (provided) and preaching and worship resources will be shared.
1:00 Adjournment
This is an opportunity for BLI students to meet their Practice of Ministry Day. It is also an opportunity for
experienced preachers to share their skills and receive .4 CEUs.
Following the Power of Proclamation we will offer BLI Orientation for those considering enrolling in the 3-year
course in preparation for credentialed ministry in South/Central Indiana District.

Brethren Leadership Institute Orientation
May 6, 2017
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM
Fee:

$50.00

Marion Church of the Brethren
The Promise of the Holy Spirit
15

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.
18

“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer see me, but
you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you
in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those
who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” John 14:15-21 NRSV
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE
JUNE 28 -JULY 2, GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.
ANNUAL CONFERENCE ISSUES
Plan to attend the Annual Conference Preview with Moderator Carol Scheppard, Sunday, April 23, 3 pm, at
the Marion Church of the Brethren, 2302 S. Geneva Ave. in Marion. Business items can be found at http://
www.brethren.org/ac/2017/business/.

QUILT BLOCKS REQUESTED
Each congregation is invited to provide a quilt block, which must be submitted by May 15.
Details have been emailed to each congregation, and will be provided by the district office
upon request. Quilts will be assembled before conference, and then quilted during
conference. This is a project of the Association for Arts in the Church of the Brethren;
proceeds from sale of the quilts go to alleviate world hunger.

ARE YOU A DOCTOR, NURSE PRACTIONER, RN, LPN, OR EMT?
The First Aid Office at Annual Conference in Grand Rapids is looking for doctors, RNs, LPNs and EMTs who
would be willing to volunteer a few hours during Annual Conference this summer. Dr. Rosalie McBride of
Northern Indiana District is coordinating the First Aid Office this summer in Grand Rapids and would be glad
to hear from willing volunteers. Please contact her at rosalie.l.mcbride@gmail.com.

A discernment event for high school students
June 16-26, 2017
Bethany Theological Seminary
Richmond, Indiana

What to Expect


Live on campus and learn with professors



Expand your mind and expand your circle of friends



Have fun in nature

Explore
Your Call

 Explore different, exciting paths of Christian ministry
Explore where God is leading you next in life

Cost
Due to a generous grant, all qualified applicants will receive a full scholarship. Students pay only for
their transportation to and from the event.
For more information, contact Dr. Russell Haitch, Bethany Seminary, 765-983-1827 or Pastor Brian
Mackie, 2017 EYC Coordinator, 765-465-5960, pastor@whitebranchcob.org.
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Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Tina Rieman, Brethren Leadership Institute Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday & Tuesday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday

8 am - 12 noon

Office Hours
as needed, usually Wednesday morning

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill Street
North Manchester IN 46962

