South/Central Indiana District
NEWSLETTER 2016
There was a goat. Matilda joined us from a neighbor’s farm, to the delight of children and adults alike. The only tears of
the evening were shed at the discovery that Matilda left early to find her bed before
the departing crowd could disturb her sleep.
There were baskets, lots of baskets, filled with communion bread and orangecranberry scones and Irish soda bread and focaccia with feta and pancake mix and
blueberry quick bread and probably even a few loaves of wonderful homemade wheat
bread. There were many more than 12 baskets available for sale during the silent
auction and of course ready for bidders during the performance of Twelve Baskets and
a Goat at Northview Church of the Brethren when folk from 18 congregations across
South/Central Indiana district gathered in for an evening of Biblical stories brought to
life by Ted Swartz and Jeff Raught of Ted & Co. for the benefit of Heifer International.
The creativity was evident in so many wonderful baskets for sale. One, however,
seemed extra special: Isaac Alexander is 7 and a half years old. When he heard that
baskets of bread would be auctioned at his church to benefit Heifer International he
wanted to help. Isaac made a basket because “we read about Heifer Project in the
book Beatrice's Goat and I wanted to help other kids like Beatrice by making a basket
for auction.” Isaac’s basket was filled with cornbread muffins, nut rolls made from a
family recipe, soup mixes in jars, and a hand-painted mug (these items all made by
Isaac or with his help). Isaac says, “When it was being auctioned, I was excited. It
made more money than you need to get a goat!”
All the auctioned baskets and generous donations ended the evening on a very high
note. $6450.00 was raised for Heifer International, an astonishing gift for a respected cause. Dan West, a member of
the Church of the Brethren, was dipping out cups of milk one day in the wake of war when he wondered how much
better it would be to give families the opportunity to have their own ongoing source of milk. Heifer International was
begun through the generosity of Church of the Brethren families sharing the gift of a heifer from the barnyard or a
financial gift to help an animal become a gift for a family in need. The only caveat: pass the first-born heifer calf on to
another family in need. What a legacy we can claim: a Church of the Brethren idea that has by now made it possible
for families around the globe to have a source of milk, meat, eggs and wool (Heifer International now sends goats and
pigs and cows and sheep as well as a host of other animals). Sometimes I need a reminder that membership in the
Church of the Brethren has always meant being a part of ministry that happens next door and half a globe away. We
are connected to sisters and brothers we will never meet because of our faith in the God of all. Some days I realize that
Heifer International has grown far beyond those early dreams and that my little gift is but a drop. Heifer International
would probably not miss that drop at all. Unfortunately the world still needs what Heifer International is offering: food
security for people who lack nutrition for tomorrow. And if the world still needs what Heifer offers, I want to be part of
making Heifer International able to keep helping families have milk for their children.
We were blessed to be able to share generously with Heifer through the auction at Twelve Baskets and a Goat. We
were also pleased to enjoy being together for an evening that did not pay attention to divides. People came from big
congregations and little ones, from urban and rural, from all theological perspectives, from toddlers to those who have
lived the entire Heifer International story. It was a wonderful evening to enjoy a piece of OUR story and to share
generously with Heifer and celebrate with sisters and brothers of our district in ministry together.
See page 2 for quotes from people who attended.

--Beth

What those who were there had to say about the evening:
“Heifer International is a very worthy cause. I first learned of HI when I read Dan West’s book. Then I got to listen to
Wilbur Stump tell of his experiences as one of the seagoing cowboys on a S/C bus trip to the Brethren Service Center.
Later I got to meet the HI board at the Brethren Service Center in New Windsor when I was hosting there, and I stayed
in Old Main, the same building where the seagoing cowboys stayed on the fourth floor while waiting to start their trip. I
also got to host with a dear friend that volunteered at the HI farm and listen to her story about activities there. So I
have a real appreciation for Heifer International. I was thrilled by the funds collected that evening.
“I was excited to get to see Ted and Company. I had heard about them but never had the chance to see them. I was not
disappointed. They have a great ministry.
“Last but not least I got to see sisters and brothers in Christ that I have served with over the years. It is always a joy to
see them and to reconnect with them. All in all it was a very enjoyable evening.”
- Betty Runion, Turnpointe Community COB
“I was glad that the South/Central Indiana District came up with the idea for hosting the 12 Baskets and a Goat show at
the Northview Church of the Brethren for a couple of reasons.
Number one, I was excited to have
the opportunity to take my wife
away for a night, on a planned date
night. What could be better? We had
quality entertainment and Northview
was far enough away from our home
that we didn’t feel frivolous in
spending the night away.
“The second thing that I enjoyed was
that 12 Baskets and a Goat gave our
district something to do besides
pointing out what needs fixed,
differences, budget shortfalls, etc. But, this evening was about what draws us together and strengthens us corporately.
Laughter is a universal language of hope and healing and we had plenty of laughter!
“Oh, and taking home a basket of Rise ʾn Roll donuts wasn’t bad either!”
– Erin Huiras, Liberty Mills COB
“12 Baskets and a Goat was a great evening! Lafayette COB has been a supporter of Heifer for many years. Eleven
people piled into a van and went down to Northview together, with packed dinners and three baskets for the auction.
Many of us had heard Ted & Co. before and knew we were in for a fun evening together. The skits were hilarious and
the baskets were varied and plentiful. Thank you South/Central Indiana District! Thank you Ted & Co.! Thank you to the
makers of the wonderful baskets.”
- Tom Brown, Lafayette COB
“At least 18 of the S/C Indiana District congregations were represented among the 125 people (and one goat) in
attendance, and $6,450 was raised for Heifer International! There were lots of smiles, lots of laughter, lots of hugs
and even a few tears in evidence. The success of the event completely surpassed my expectations, both in terms of the
funds raised as well as the good connections that were made between those who came together on common ground
for a common purpose.”
– Paul Schrock, District Moderator, Northview COB

Many, many thanks to all who made this evening possible!
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Lafayette - Steve Crain has been called
and will begin in July.
Marion - search committee is meeting.
Mexico - reviewing profiles.

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT
item

February

cong. self-allocation

Saturday, April 2

$2,891

$14,285

$692

($2,190)

restricted income

$3,320

$3,520

TOTAL INCOME

$6,903

$15,615

district expense

$8,806

$17,860

restricted expense

$3,750

$5,750

TOTAL EXPENSE

$12,556

$23,610

NET

($5,653)

($7,995)

other income

Noon - 7 pm

2016 to-date

District Fund Balance

51st Annual Fish Fry

Buck Creek Church of the Brethren
8802 North Buck Creek Pike
Mooreland, Indiana
Free-Will Offering

April 15-16
In Tune at Bethany Seminary
Is your church in tune with young adults? God’s
Spirit is touching new generations. Come hear
leading musicians demonstrate and discuss a
range of styles.

(See p. 4 for speakers and registration link.)

$34,033

Thursday, April 28
4:30 - 6:30 pm

DISTRICT DIRECTORY

Coffee & Canvas Painting

Thanks to all those who have sent corrections
for the directory! As soon as recent
corrections have been incorporated, printed
versions will be sent to all congregations.
Individuals may request a print copy for a
suggested donation of $5. Thank you for

Timbercrest Snack Shop
$10/person
60 years and older
Call 260-982-2118 to register.

DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR
APRIL
April 3 - Please pray with us for the Four Mile COB.
April 10 - Please pray with us for the Grandview COB.
April 17 - Please pray with us for the Guernsey COB.
April 24 - Please pray with us for Brethren Benefit Trust.
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Prayer requests are listed
on the South/Central
Indiana District Facebook
page each week.

Brethren Leadership Institute
Information Day
Are you feeling like it would be good to explore a call to ministry?
Are you already a pastor and need the education to enhance your work?
Are you in need of CEUs to maintain your credentials?
Are you interested in growing your abilities as a leader?

This day is for you!

April 9, 2016
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Marion Church of the Brethren
2302 S. Geneva Ave., Marion, Ind.
Come and learn more about this exciting education opportunity in our district! Invite others
who might be interested!
Brethren Leadership Institute is a new educational opportunity for pastors and leaders of our
district. This is a 12-course, 3-year program that has the potential to lead to commissioned
minister credentials in our district. It is also a way to acquire CEUs for already-credentialed
pastors.
No registration is required. If you have questions about this Information Day at Marion please
be in touch with the district office, (260) 982-8805.
Robert Bowman, Erin Huiras, Marie Willoughby
Brethren Leadership Institute Task Team
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--a message from Church Tax & Law-A few years ago, the Virginia Tech Transportation Institute
conducted a study funded by the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration. The research reviewed the time drivers spent handling their
mobile devices—and the time their eyes spent using those devices rather
than focusing on the road. Among the researchers' conclusions: reaching for
a phone, dialing, or texting "increased the risk of getting into a crash by
three times."
Text messaging, in particular, caused drivers to take their eyes off
the road for an average of 23 seconds total, the study said.
These statistics are relevant to church leaders for two reasons: one, their church should prohibit any
use of mobile devices by clergy, staff, and volunteers while driving on church-related business; and two,
their church will face potentially significant legal liabilities if it lacks a cell phone usage policy and doesn't
enforce it. In a new "Recent Development," Richard Hammar explains a current judicial trend that expands
the review of device usage while determining who is at fault in an accident. This trend should prompt
leaders to adopt a cell phone policy that contains at least four elements, Hammar said.
The stakes are significant. The well-being of people is the chief concern; a close second is the
potential cost of a church being found legally liable for an accident caused by someone using a device. Take
time now to evaluate your church's current policy and practices on this important issue.
To go deeper, check out our downloadable resource covering transportation safety for churches at
<http://lists.christianitytoday.com/t/424849866/14127729/137668/0/>. Many ministry activities require
driving, and leaders must understand the risks that need to be managed and the best practices that can aid
that risk management.

--a message from the Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership-A DVD outlining the ministry training programs and continuing education options available through
the Brethren Academy has been mailed to each district office. That DVD, the EFSM and TRIM Entry Packet,
and other resources shared at the January CODE meeting provide information to assist prospective
students and ministry commission members in the discernment process as people are called to the setapart ministry.
A Healthy Boundaries 101 training session webcast will take place on Monday, May 9, from 9:30
am - 4:30 pm eastern time with a one-hour lunch break. This is an entry level ministerial ethics training
which is provided for BTS and ESR students entering ministry formation placements. It is also suitable for
EFSM, TRIM and ACTS students and newly licensed or ordained ministers who have not yet taken
ministerial ethics training.
We will focus on Healthy Boundary issues in the morning: part one- Boundaries, power and
vulnerability; part two- Dating, friendships, dual relationships and gifts; part three-The pulpit, transference,
hugging and touch, intimacy; and part four- Personal needs and self-care, red flags and final reflections.
The topics of social media, internet and finances are not part of the DVD series but will be explored briefly.
The afternoon session focuses on Church of the Brethren-specific materials: a review of the 2008 Ethics in
Ministry Relations Paper, a PowerPoint overview of the process, etc.
Registration forms for this training are available by contacting the district office.
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--a message from Cliff Kindy, S/C Ind. BDM representative--

There are some changes on the disaster ministries stage. The project I had announced for West Virginia has been difficult.
Funding has not come through for all the work that needs done so BDM is completing by Easter the work that can be done. The
bridge repair project will continue there. Heavy equipment operators are needed.
A project just starting now is in Detroit, Michigan. Severe flooding from summer of 2014 led the United Methodist Church
to provide repair funding through next October. Their flow of volunteers has ended so BDM is ready to start work in April on the 80
homes that have been through case management. Most of those are basements that may need mudded out and dried before they
can be dry walled, painted and finished. S/C Indiana will mostly be helping to fill out the teams of fifteen that had already been
assigned to West Virginia but now switched to Detroit. Interested? Are others ready to go on short notice for other weeks into
next October?
The DRSI project in South Carolina in response to flooding is still on line. A maximum of twelve volunteers is the limit for
that site. Volunteers need to provide their own food and do their own cooking. There is a $50 fee per week per person for the
housing and kitchen access at the church site; BDM can assist with this cost if needed. Volunteers need to have their own
transportation to the job sites but a tool trailer is on the site and construction supervisor there as well. To see if your week of
choice is available, contact Lana Landis by emailing her at <SCprojectdrsi@gmail.com> or by phone at 330-701-6042. This project is
a joint effort between the Church of the Brethren and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

Attention! The first week of August (1-7), the New Windsor office will be accepting requests to
volunteer for disaster project weeks in 2017. Yes, next year is being scheduled, even though we don’t yet
know where those projects will be located. Congregations should let me know their desired week and
alternate choice; there is no guarantee that we will get those specific weeks because there are many other
congregations asking for weeks as well. This is our opportunity to schedule disaster ministries for our
congregations next year!
Nine volunteers from three churches in our district completed a week in Colorado the third week of February. It was a
beautiful week weather-wise and we worked on five sites, completing three of them. Plumbing, ceiling, electrical, starting a framed
roof (that got called for lack of a permit), building porches and railing, decking, siding and watching wild life such as elk, muletail
deer, mountain sheep and trying to see the two mountain lions that lived across the road from one site kept us busy. The Colorado
work continues through this August. If you are interested, let me know and we can perhaps help to fill out some weeks that are
short of fifteen volunteers.
Volunteer Marilyn Verbeck from Northview COB wrote, "It was fulfilling to see the other retirees so dedicated to the
work needed during the week. It was a great group to work with. I enjoyed talking to Doris, the 82 [year-old] mother. She was so
appreciative all the time. I tried to think how I would feel in this type of crisis. It would take a deep faith and trust that my life
would get back to some normalcy. I have so much to be grateful for, especially good health, that I'm able to attend a mission trip
and contribute a small part or touch in service to others. Also, I really enjoyed the beauty of the snow-capped mountains. I
appreciated the afternoon trip to Estes Park and the wonders and sights of the Rocky Mountain National Park.
"I'm hoping that I will be able to attend another mission trip before I turn eighty years!!"
Displaced persons and refugees from their own countries are at the highest numbers ever. If your congregation is
interested in assisting please check the updated website, www.Brethrendisasterministries.org, and find the link on the left side of
the page. Our denominational support of EYN in Nigeria continues as families are returning home with the enormous task of
rebuilding their homes and lives.
Thank you for your support of disaster ministries. Remember that even if you are unable to go in person there is a fund to
assist volunteers with travel expenses and your congregation is invited to help maintain that district disaster travel fund. Just send
contributions to the district office designated for the disaster travel fund.
Thank you very much for your interest and support of this key Church of the Brethren ministry! Blessings of peace to you!
Cliff Kindy, District Disaster Coordinator phone: 260-982-2971
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Peacefully, Simply, Together.
South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren
260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax
Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister
bsollenberger@brethren.org

Office Hours
Monday & Tuesday

8 am - 12 noon

and by appointment

Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst.
scindcob@gmail.com

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday; 1st & 3rd Wednesdays
8 am - 12 noon

District website: www.scindcob.org
Denominational website: www.brethren.org

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

South/Central Indiana District
Church of the Brethren
604 N Mill St
North Manchester IN 46962

