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1 No one shall speak without first addressing the Moderator and being recognized. 

2 No one shall have the privilege of making more than two speeches on the same subject – the first 

being no longer than three (3) minutes and the second no longer than one (1) minute. 

3 The Moderator shall call to order anyone who deviates from the subject under discussion or who 

uses personalities. 

4 All members shall have the right  to participate in the discussion topics before the body.  

5 The Moderator shall call a timekeeper. 

6 All motions shall be in writing and handed to the Recorder (exception: simple motion to accept/

adopt). 
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In spite of ourselves… 

God loves us! 
                                      --Romans 5:8 

 

South/Central Indiana 2015 District Conference  

Moderator’s Welcome 

 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters of the South Central District of the Church of the 

Brethren and welcome to the 2015 Annual District Conference.  I would like to thank each and 

every one of you for your attendance and commitment to conduct the business of the district. 

As I reflect on this past year both as your moderator and personally, I meditate on the 

scripture chosen for this conference – Romans 5:8, “But God demonstrates his love for us in 

this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (NIV)  This past year has been difficult at 

times for me as a Pastor and personally.  The depth of Christ’s love, that He died on the cross 

for me, was shown to me again and again.  That’s the good news for both me and you.  

Regardless of our past mistakes, regardless of current mistakes and regardless of future 

mistakes, Christ demonstrated his love for us by dying on that old rugged cross.  My prayer is 

that everyone feels Christ’s love deep in their soul. 

I cannot begin to thank everyone who has assisted me this year while I served as your 

moderator.  Beth and Rachel were always available whenever I had a question.  If they didn’t 

know the answer, they would steer me in the right direction.  Thanks to the members of the 

District Board for all their hard work and attendance at the meetings, some of which were 

lengthy.  And thanks to you for your attendance today and representing your church at this 

conference.  Many of you have served, or are currently serving, on a committee.  Finally, a 

thank you to those volunteering today to ensure that this conference runs smoothly. 

 We meet here today to conduct the business of the district.  We have many challenges 

that continue to concern us.  The budget continues to be a conversation that needs to continue 

after this conference. 

 While we do have work that needs to be accomplished here today, we do have some fun 

activities planned for this afternoon.  And, of course as is true with any Brethren gathering, 

great food and refreshments! 

 Again, thanks to all for your hard work and support of the South/Central District and 

God’s Blessing on you all! 

 

In His Love, 

Ed Johnson, Moderator  
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2015 DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

 

7:30 am Registration       Vestibule 

  Continental Breakfast (West Eel River/Eel River Comm.) Family Life Ctr 

8:30-8:45 am Singing/Gathering Music     Sanctuary 

8:45-9:30 am Worship         Sanctuary 

   Worship Leaders: Lower Deer Creek pastoral team  

   Music: Sue Spaulding and Delora Roop 

   Preacher: Ed Johnson “In spite of ourselves, God loves us” 

   Offering for Ministry Training Endowment Fund and our district (50/50) 

9:30-9:40 am Transition Please move directly to the tables in the Narthex 

9:40-12:15 Business: 

  Consecration of Delegates 

  Introductions/Rules 

Acceptance of the 2014 Minutes and 2015 Agenda 

  District Board and Financial Reports Tom Allbaugh, Bd. Chr./ DeEtta Balser, Fin. Sec. 

   Table Talk 

  District Executive Minister’s Report    Beth Sollenberger 

   Recognition of New Pastors/Anniversaries 

  Standing Committee       Jeff Castetter 

  Break 

  Historical Committee      Tom Liby 

  Ministry Interview Committee    Peter Michael 

  Disaster Response       Cliff Kindy 

  Presentation of Slate      Kay Gaier 

12:15-1:15pm Lunch and displays      Family Life Center 

1:15-2:15pm Congregational Reports and Pie Auction   Sanctuary 

2:15pm Business:       Sanctuary 

  Brethren Agencies Report  

   Bethany Theological Seminary  Mark Lancaster 

   Brethren Benefit Trust   Loyce Borgmann 

   Church of the Brethren, Inc   Mary Jo Flory Steury 

   On Earth Peace    Bob Gross 

2:35pm Transition to Narthex 

2:45pm Business: 

  Recommendation of the 2016 Budget    Tom Allbaugh 

  Recommendation concerning Church Extension Fund   Tom Allbaugh 

  Proposed changes to Indiana Camp Board operating procedures 

  Manchester University Report    Walt Wiltschek 

  Timbercrest Report      Dave Lawrenz 

  Camp Mack Report      Galen Jay  

  Ministry Excellence Project Report    Beth Sollenberger 

3:30pm Blessing of School Kits to be delivered to Church World Service 

3:40 pm Passing Gavel/Installation of new personnel 
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District Conference Minutes 

September 13, 2014 
 
The 44th District Conference of South/Central Indiana Church of the Brethren met at the 
Pleasant Dale Church of the Brethren in Decatur, Indiana, on September 13, 2014. At 10:15 a. 
m., Moderator Kay Gaier called the Business Meeting to order following the morning worship 
service. The theme of this District Conference was “Released by Grace, Isaiah 55:1-3.” 
Moderator Kay Gaier opened by welcoming all in attendance, making announcements, stating 
the rules of the conference, introducing Conference officers at the head table, conducting the 
consecration time and seating of delegates. Officers of District Conference included Moderator 
Kay Gaier, Moderator-Elect Richard Propes, Secretary Pat Beck (completing unexpired term of 
Robin Owens), Conference Coordinator Carrie Bush, and Timekeeper Beverly Eikenberry. Paul 
Schrock served as Parliamentarian. There were 123 delegates and 50 non-delegates in 
attendance. An offering was collected during the worship service ($1174.60) and a pie auction 
was conducted ($1350.50) with proceeds divided between the District General Fund and the 
Ministry-in-Training Endowment Fund. Eighty CWS Clean-Up Buckets were collected.  

 
Minutes of the 2013 District Conference and Agenda for the 2014 District Conference were 
accepted by the delegate body. A suggestion was made that the slate be included with the 
conference packet and on the district website. 

 
The District Board Report was presented by members of the District Board. They used a clothes 
line with attached placards to demonstrate the number of churches and the travel distance from 
the district office to each. The District Board explained why it is important for each church to 
contribute funds to the operation of the South/Central District, and gave an expanded 
explanation of items listed on the budget, located on page 4 of the District Conference (DC) 
booklet.  

 

Table Talk - Time for discussion was then provided to allow the delegates time to consider the 
questions provided at their tables.    

  

Financial Report was presented by DeEtta Balser. The report is located on pages 9-14 in the DC 
booklet. Clarification of items in the report was requested. Delegates were provided information 
in the form of financial statements for the accounting in 2014 up to July 14th. Report was 
accepted. 

 

Table Talk - The Moderator asked if there were any responses from the earlier Table Talk 
discussions. Several delegates came forward to present responses.  

 

The District Executive Minister Report was presented by Beth Sollenberger, page 9 in the DC 
booklet. Beth presented certificates to ministers in recognition of their ordination anniversaries. 
This report was accepted.    

 

Standing Committee Report was given by Mike Cassidy and read by Barb Wood. See attached 
report. 

 

Stewardship Committee Report was presented by Aaron Gross. Their tasks involve exploring 
issues of stewardship concerns of the district, how to unite the district in a spirit of giving and 



7 

how to help congregations find ways to increase giving. Additionally, this committee has been 
looking at the financial challenges that are facing our congregations and ways to assist them.  

 
New Church Development Committee Report was presented by Richard Propes. This 
committee has been reviewing Policies and Procedures in an effort to provide protection for the 
district in the future. They are exploring one new proposal for a church in Carmel, Ind., named 
Sanctuary Church of the Brethren. 

 
The Ministerial Interview Committee did not provide a report. Any questions can be directed to 
members of this committee.  

 
The Historical Committee Report was presented by Tom Liby. This committee is doing an 
inventory of the files at the district office and moving them to Manchester University archives. 
They have videos of historical nature and everyone was invited to come to their booth for 
information. 

 
The Disaster Response Report was presented by Cliff Kindy. He requested that each 
congregation make sure that he has information for their disaster contact person. He has been 
unable to rally volunteers for the two weeks we were scheduled this year. Information about the 
efforts for those in Nigeria was also presented.   

 
The Slate for 2014-2015 was presented and accepted as follows:  Moderator-Elect - Ed 
Johnson, Pipe Creek; District Board positions, East Section – Earl Doll ’19 Hickory Grove, 
South Section – Wayne Grumbling ’19, Christ Our Shepherd, Central Section – Peggy Morris 
’19, Roann; Program & Arrangements, Central Section – Carol Whybrew ’17, Pipe Creek, and 
District Secretary Pat Beck ’15 (finishing vacated term), Grandview. These Appointments for 
Approval were presented and accepted: Indiana Camp Board:  (3-year term) – Jim Bates, 
Lafayette, and (at-large) Carole Seward, Rossville. Youth Camp Council – Marrett Metzger, 
Liberty Mills. Slate and Appointments were accepted.  

 

The Brethren Agencies Report: Delegates viewed a video summarizing the works of the 
agencies. Scott Douglas summarized Brethren Benefit Trust’s financial services and how BBT 
is working to be socially responsible in its investments. Report is on pages 23 and 24 of the DC 
booklet. Jenny Williams presented the report for Bethany Theological Seminary. This report 
can be found on page 20 of the DC booklet.  

 

Walt Wiltschek presented the report from Manchester University which can be found on page 
26 of the DC booklet. 

 

The Ministry Excellence Project report was presented by Beth Sollenberger and is located on 
page 34 of the DC booklet. She informed the delegates that matching funds for Pastor 
Appreciation are available.  

 

DeEtta Balser presented the 2015 Budget which is located on page 16 of the DC booklet. 
Concerns were raised about passing a deficit budget when no savings exist to support lack of 
revenue. DeEtta explained what items the District Board looked at to sell or reduce in an effort 
to eliminate the deficit in the budget. A motion was made to amend the budget and the 
amendment stated: “Zero out all line items except for clergy, staff and facility.” The motion was 
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seconded and discussion ensued which resulted in the withdrawal of the motion and the second. 
The original budget proposal was voted on. Eighteen voted to pass the budget, with the majority 
voting against and so this budget failed to pass. Budget for 2015 was redirected back to District 
Board. 

 
The Timbercrest Report was presented by David Lawrenz and is located on pages 27-32 of the 
DC booklet. The Timbercrest Board of Directors is requesting a change to the Articles of 
Incorporation and Bylaws of Timbercrest. This information is found in the two-page Summary 
that was sent to each delegate. David explained the change and reasons. Time was allowed for 
delegates to discuss this motion with delegates at their tables. Motion: Accept articles of 
incorporation, the bylaws and the affiliation agreement with Timbercrest. A vote was called and 
the motion was approved with one dissenting vote.  

 

Interim Executive Director Galen Jay presented the report for Camp Mack found on page 33 of 
the DC booklet. The Indiana Camp Board Chair, Ryan McBride, reported that a third party 
review has confirmed misallocation of designated funds. Rex Miller has retired from his 
position as Executive Director, as has the previous board chair. The current board is taking 
corrective actions. Ryan provided his email address, campmackboardchair@gmail.com, and his 
cell phone number, (574)862-1389, to the delegates for any further questions. The report was 
accepted with one dissenting vote.  

 

Passing of the Gavel & Installation of Moderator-Elect Pastor Richard Propes.  

 

Assembly of delegates was dismissed. 

 

Submitted by Pat Beck 

(Acting Secretary) 
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Specially Called District Conference Meeting Minutes 

February 8, 2015 

 

The Specially Called District Conference met at Kokomo Church of the Brethren in Kokomo, 
Indiana, on Sunday, February 8, 2015. At 4:00 p.m., Moderator Ed Johnson called for the 
meeting to come to order. This meeting was opened with song led by Mark Stahl and prayer by 
Ed Johnson. Officers of this District meeting included Moderator Ed Johnson, Secretary Pat 
Beck, Time- Keeper Erin Huiras, and Paul Schrock served as Parliamentarian.  

The District Board Chair, Tom Allbaugh, brought forth two motions for consideration by the 
district. DeEtta Balser provided financial information. After much discussion a third motion 
was added to the agenda. A time for questions and thoughts was allowed and then votes were 
taken. The following are the motions and their outcomes: 

Motion #1 Board to present to the District delegates at the specially called conference a 
recommendation to investigate the option of repurposing the Church Extension Loan Fund; to 
be posed as a question requesting district conference delegates’ blessing. The vote was 72 Yes 
and 12 No. The motion carried. 

Motion #2 Board to present to delegates at the specially called conference a budget reflecting 
the District Minister at ½ time and including line items amended by the Board. The vote was 61 
Yes and 31 No. The motion carried. 

Motion #3 Follow ethical guidelines and allow for a 90-day period, starting this day, where 
Beth will receive wages at ¾ time. The vote was called and passed without dissent.  

Ed Johnson closed the session with a prayer. 

 

Submitted by Pat Beck 

Secretary    
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South/Central Indiana District Board Report 

 

Greetings from the Board, 

We met after the District Conference last year not only to reorganize but to face a rejected 

budget from the conference.   The members of the board put our heads, our hearts and the 

decision of the conference together and attempted to reframe the budget. The only problem that 

we all agreed on was that the budget that was presented was not acceptable to the delegates. We 

worked on how to approach the problem; as you know we divided up into sections and called a 

special section meeting inviting delegates and church officials to gather together and see what 

we as a board needed to do. After going through the section meetings and presenting the 

question of what each section wanted to have happen at the District level, we compiled the 

information and the suggestions and presented a new budget at a special called meeting at the 

Kokomo church to pass a budget for our District.  I would like to thank Eric Mellinger for his 

assistance in doing this for the board; he made up the power point and presented it at all the 

meetings. 

We met throughout the year to perform the normal duties of the District board. A committee 

was selected, and met to write a new job description for Sister Beth’s adjusted salary due to the 

new budget.  We have suggested certain job requirements and also given her the ability to 

determine what she felt needed to be performed in her job to provide the best for the entire 

South/Central District. 

Tom Allbaugh 

District Board Chair 
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Auditors’ Report 
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District Executive Minister’s Report 
 

Sisters and Brothers of the South/Central Indiana District, 

 

This has been a year to give thanks: 

Thank you for the dedication and conscientious work of the district board. During the 

fall of 2014 they spent many hours meeting together and across the district as they crafted a 

budget the district could live with. 

Thank you for the ways congregations and individuals have shared their support for the 

work of the district. Some have given extra offerings and some have given time and creativity to 

make the district function well. 

Thank you for the work of folk from Liberty Mills, Manchester, Living Faith and 

Mexico to keep the parking lot, flower gardens and ramp looking good at the district office. 

Thank you for the wonderful welcome and gracious hospitality of churches where we 

have held meetings throughout the year. And thank you for the work of Rachel Gross, 

Administrative Assistant; DeEtta Balser, Treasurer; Bickey Garber, Financial Secretary; and 

Gloria Garber, office volunteer; as well as all who have served on the district board and 

committees over the course of the year. 

 

I am grateful for the pastors and congregations that come together to be the South/Central 

District. We are diverse, devoted, and doing the work of ministry across our part of Indiana as we follow 

Jesus and share the Good News in innumerable ways and places. 

 

Throughout the course of the year I have worked with search committees from Anderson, 

Burnettsville, Eel River Community, Lafayette and Lower Deer Creek. I am pleased to report that 

Anderson called Spencer Spaulding; Burnettsville called Dawn Wild; Eel River Community called a 

team: Roger Eberly, Jan Long, Doug Reichenbach, Ruth Ritchey Moore, and Clint Wilson; Lafayette 

called Anna Lisa Gross as interim; and Lower Deer Creek called a team: Les Cooper, Bruce Dunk, 

Cindy Dunk, and Jeff Cook and Mexico is being served by interim pastors Randall Dick and Mark 

Vincent. 

 

As we celebrate leadership in this district, let us all give thanks for those who have said “yes” to 

the call to serve the church. In the last year, we licensed Ric Spaulding, Pat Beck, and Eugene Shively; 

ordained Phil Cruea and Judith Hollandsworth, and commissioned Spencer Spaulding. Twenty-one 

people in our district have been ordained 55 years or more. The five-year ordination review has been 

completed for 93 individuals. The work of credentialing review continues throughout this calendar year. 

 

Thank you for the ways you welcome me into your midst as we worship and work together. 

I am grateful for your prayers and support. It is quite a gift you give me: everywhere I go and with 

everything I do, I am reminded of the powerful presence and strength that comes with being a part of the 

body of Christ lived out in South/Central Indiana District of the Church of the Brethren. Thank you for 

your testimony to God’s goodness in your life and mine, as well as in our shared ministry. 

 

Beth Sollenberger 
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2015 SLATE 

MODERATOR 

Paul Schrock, Northview 

(filling unexpired term) 

 

MODERATOR-ELECT 

Brian Mackie, White Branch 

 

SECRETARY 

 

 

DISTRICT BOARD - WEST SECTION 

Beth Haughn, 2020, Lafayette 

 

DISTRICT BOARD - SOUTH SECTION 

Rob Miller, 2020, Northview 

 

STANDING COMMITTEE 

Kurt Borgmann, 2018, Manchester 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE (3-year term; appointed by Dist. Bd; approved  by Dist. Conf.) 

 Central Section: Carol Horn, Wabash 

 West Section: Guy Studebaker, Lower Deer Creek 

 East Section: Shirley Dehoff,  Hickory Grove 

 South Section: open 

 North Section: open 

PROGRAM & ARRANGEMENTS COMMITTEE (3-year term, appointed by Dist. Bd., approved by 

Dist. Conf.) 

 Coordinator: open 

 North Section: open 

 South Section: open 

INDIANA CAMP BOARD   (3-year term; appointed by Dist. Bd., approved by Dist. Conf) 

 Board Member 

  Aaron Alexander, Northview 

 Youth Camp 

  Mackenzie Olver, Rossville, 2-year term 

               Madison Purkey, Union Grove,  1-year term 

 

Appointments for your Information 
 

MINISTRY INTERVIEW COMMITTEE (5-year term; appointed by District Board) 

 North Section: Beverly Eikenberry, Manchester (2nd term) 

 Central Section: Phil Cruea, Peru (1st term) 

  

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE (3-year term; appointed by District Board) 

 Thomas Liby, Pleasant Dale (2nd term) 

 Wanda Wolf, Huntington (2nd term) 

  

 

Appointments for Approval 
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     Summer 2015 

 

 

Greetings from Manchester! When Dave McFadden was officially inaugurated as Manchester University’s 15th 

president on Nov. 7, 2014, he chose the theme of “Abundance,” looking at all the ways Manchester has been and 

continues to be blessed. And we have indeed been experiencing blessings: record numbers of incoming students, 

growing enrollment, new facilities, and more.  

Backed by a $100 million capital campaign that exceeded its goal ahead of schedule, McFadden—who is a third-

generation alumnus and has been part of the University’s leadership for more than 20 years—has embarked on a 

bold vision to make sure those positive trends continue in the decades ahead. This spring he announced a 

restructuring plan that will form the University into four colleges covering different academic areas along with 

plans for the new Chinworth Center that will eventually house many of Manchester’s administrative offices as well 

as other functions.  

Amid the restructuring, several changes occurred in the University Cabinet. Vice President for Student 

Development Beth Sweitzer-Riley retired effective June 30, Dean of Academic Affairs Jeff Breese resigned to take 

a position in the Chicago area, and Vice President for Enrollment and Marketing Scott Ochander departed to focus 

on his consulting work. Tim McElwee began in June as the new Vice President for Academic Resources and was 

spending the summer filling positions in the new structure.  

Heading into the 2015-2016 academic year, another large entering first-year class is expected, and the future looks 

promising. Other highlights from the past year included:  

 A class of 252 graduates—243 undergraduate students and nine receiving master’s degrees—received their 

degrees on May 17. Church of the Brethren general secretary Stan Noffsinger was the baccalaureate speaker and 

received an honorary doctorate at the commencement service. 

 Trustee Eugene F. Roop, former president of Bethany Theological Seminary, received the 2015 Church-

University Service Award. He and his wife, Delora, began a new endowment this year to make sure that 

Manchester’s Brethren heritage continues to be lifted up.  

 Former Chicago Sun-Times columnist and noted writer Kathleen Falsani presented the Focus on Faith Week 

convocation address this past fall, looking at ways that religion is portrayed in the media.  

 Manchester set a record with more than 60,000 volunteer service hours recorded by students, faculty, and staff in 

2015-2016. 

 Religious Life speakers this year included Brethren pastors Dennis Beckner, Frank Ramirez, and Val Kline; 

retired pastor Art Hunn, Ministry Summer Service participants, Bethany Theological Seminary students Eric 

Landram and Karen Duhai, Manchester students, Residential Life director Allen Machielson (recently called to be 

Manchester’s new Dean of Student Experience), faculty members, and others. 

 The Powerhouse regional youth conference, held at Camp Mack in November, drew more than 80 youth and 

advisors. Jonathan Shively, executive director of Congregational Life Ministries for the Church of the Brethren, 

served as keynote speaker on the theme “Almost Christian: Seeking an Authentic Faith.” 

 Brethren led worship at five congregations through the Radically Obedient Brethren Outreach Team (ROBOT). 

Many Brethren students also take part in a biweekly “Simply Brethren” group, and the tradition of Camp Mack 

Day continued with a weekend on the shores of Lake Waubee in September. 

 

As we continue to journey together, may we be aware and open to God’s abundance all around us!  

Walt Wiltschek, Director of Church Relations 
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CAMP MACK REPORT 

 

 

It’s been a good summer of ministry at Camp Mack. We have lived out our mission 

statement: Camp Mack is a Sanctuary where people connect with God.  We saw this 

happen as kids came under the arch and found a sanctuary where they could escape the 

pressures of the world.  The kids began to relax and experience God in many ways.  They 

found new friends that lend hands to accomplish new and fun tasks.  They find 

counselors who listen to what have to say.   They see the beauty of this natural setting. 

 

Our numbers were strong this summer. We had a small uptick in Brethren numbers.  

We began a partnership with the Boys and Girls Club this year that was very fruitful.  We 

work hard at continuing and improving these relationships. 

 

 On the business side, the Board established the 400 Club to reduce the debt left from 

the building of the John Kline Welcome Center.  In three months, we raised $228,000. I 

just signed the new note for $182,000. That is a dramatic reduction in indebtedness!  

Further donations to the 400 Club will go directly on the principal of this note.  

 

We continue to face challenges. The ever-changing school year and an aging 

infrastructure are two large challenges. But we continue to see God’s ever-present hand 

in our life here at Camp Mack. I just want to thank all of you who have helped in so 

many ways. Without the “Camp Mack Family” we would not exist.  

 

Bless you, 

 

 Galen 

 

 

 

 



48 

Ministry Excellence Project 
 

 

The Ministry Excellence Project (MEP) is a joint project of the Northern and South/Central 

Indiana Districts of the Church of the Brethren. MEP began with grant money from the Lilly 

Foundation and for its intended duration we have participated in regular reporting and education 

sessions with other judicatories receiving similar grants. As we move into the future there will be less 

dedicated time for conversation about grant implementation with other recipients. MEP has established 

a board and given grants. We have not reached our stated goal of raising funds to make the Project self 

sustaining. 

From July 1, 2014, to date, grants have been given to 5 individuals, totaling $44,977.15. Last 

fall, Pastor Appreciation grants totaled $19,360 given to 20 pastors in Northern Indiana and 46 pastors 

in South/Central Indiana.  

We have also devoted some time and resources to creating a DVD of “What’s so Funny about 

Money?” by Ted and Company. A copy of the DVD will be mailed to every congregation in our two 

districts with the encouragement to use it and entertain a discussion about stewardship. 

 

 

MEP Board: 

Eunice Culp 

Ted Noffsinger (Chair) 

Dan Petry 

Phil Tomson (Treasurer)  

Helen Wenger 

Torin Eikler (Director) 

Beth Sollenberger (Director) 

 

Rachel Gross (Administrative Assistant) 


