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1 No one shall speak without first addressing the Moderator and being recognized. 
2 No one shall have the privilege of making more than two speeches on the same subject – the first 

being no longer than three (3) minutes and the second no longer than one (1) minute. 
3 The Moderator shall call to order anyone who deviates from the subject under discussion or who 

uses personalities. 
4 All members shall have the right  to participate in the discussion topics before the body.  
5 The Moderator shall call a timekeeper. 
6 All motions shall be in writing and handed to the Clerk (exception: simple motion to accept/adopt). 
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Moderator’s Welcome 

 
 

 

South/Central Indiana Church of the Brethren District Conference - 2016 

 

 
To all delegates and conference attendees, Welcome! 

 

As we gather again to attend to the necessary business of our District, it is my prayer that we 

will also take time to make new acquaintances, renew old friendships and rejoice in the many 

ways that we share common ground. At  different times throughout the conference, we will set 

aside time for discovery -- discovering (as unique individuals) what we have in common with 

our sisters and brothers around the table, and discovering (as a combined body) the shared 

aspects of faith that bind us together. 

 

When one examines the Gospel stories, it becomes quickly apparent that Jesus sought to restore 

people to a sense of community by removing the barriers that kept people apart, whether it was 

illness, enmity, or self-importance that was getting in the way. When those barriers are 

removed, the space between us becomes common ground. 

 

During our time together, I expect that we will have moments of laughter, and moments of 

silence; moments of affirmation and moments of challenge; moments of mourning those who 

have passed on, and moments of encouragement for those who are stepping forward. 

 

May all these shared moments serve to draw us closer together in the extended faith family 

known as the South/Central Indiana District of the Church of the Brethren.  Amen! 

 

Paul Schrock 

2016 District Conference Moderator 
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2016 DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
  

7:30 am Registration       Vestibule 

  Continental Breakfast (prepared by Pipe Creek)  Fellowship Hall 

8:30-8:45 am Singing/Gathering Music     Fellowship Hall 

    

8:45-9:15am Worship         Fellowship Hall 

   Worship Leader: Kristen Roop   

   Preacher: Moderator Paul Schrock 

    

9:15-11:30am Business: 

  Consecration of Delegates 

  Introductions/Rules 

Acceptance of the 2015 Minutes and 2016 Agenda 

Table Talk: Discovering Common Ground (10 minutes) 

  Camp Mack Report      Gene Hollenberg and Sue Freel 

  Timbercrest Report      David Lawrenz 

  District Board  Report               Wayne Grumbling, Board Chair 

  District Executive Minister’s Report    Beth Sollenberger 

   Recognition of New Pastors/Anniversaries 

  Standing Committee Report     Kurt Borgmann 

  Presentation of Slate and Appointments   Ed Johnson 

  Approval of Slate and Appointments 

  Table Talk: Discovering Common Ground (15 minutes) 

11:40-12:25 First Lunch and Insight Sessions (see listing on p. 6 for topics and locations) 

12:35-1:20 Second Lunch and Insight Sessions  

1:30-2:10pm Congregational Reports and Pie Auction   Fellowship Hall 

2:15pm Business:       Fellowship Hall 

  Common Ground Summary 

  Financial Reports      DeEtta Balser, Treasurer 

  Recommendation of the 2017 Budget    Wayne Grumbling 

  Brethren Agencies Report  

   Bethany Theological Seminary   Mark Lancaster 

   Brethren Benefit Trust    Loyce Borgmann 

   Church of the Brethren, Inc (Bill Kostlevy) 

   On Earth Peace  

  Ministry Interview Committee Report   Peter Michael 

  Historical Committee      No Report 

  Disaster Response Report     Cliff Kindy 

  Manchester University Report    Ruth Ritchey Moore 

  Ministry Excellence Project Report    Beth Sollenberger 

3:30pm Blessing of Church World Service Clean-Up Buckets  

3:40 pm Passing Gavel and Prayer of Blessing for New Officers 
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INSIGHT SESSIONS 

 

1) Church World Service (Ozias Room)  Retired CWS worker Dennis 

Metzger will talk about the work of Church World Service. 

2) Finding the Balance Sheet (Junior High Room)  Church budgets are 

a necessary tool for congregations. As a church treasurer, how can 

you help build and track your church budget to make sure good 

accounting practices are being implemented and followed? Learn 

how to stay on top of your budget - and explain it effectively to your 

congregation - at this session with Jan Fahs.  

3) Timber Management (Senior High Room) Focus Group led by a 

Camp Mack representative. 

4) BLI (Kindergarten Room) What’s this Brethren Leadership 

Institute folks are talking about? Come find out from the BLI 

Committee.  
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of the South/Central Indiana District, 

 

Grace and Peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  The Annual Conference 

Officers join me in sending greetings and giving thanks for you and your good work on behalf 

of the Gospel.  As you gather for your district conference, know that our prayers are with you, 

that your worship, study, and work together will strengthen your faith and energize your 

witness for Christ. 

We live in times that challenge us in our quest to be a faithful people.  Strife and 

uncertainty permeate our society and invade our churches, and we grow disheartened and 

discouraged.  Yet Scripture teaches that troubled times can be times when God’s blessing is 

most evident in the midst of God’s people.  We are not to fear the instability of our time, for our 

hope rests in the rock of our salvation.  Isaiah reminds us: “Do not call conspiracy all that this 

people calls conspiracy, and do not fear what it fears, or be in dread.  But the Lord of hosts, him 

you shall regard as holy; let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.” (Is. 8:12-13) 

As we face the various storms of our times we gain strength and hope from the stories of 

God’s people in exile in Babylon.  Robbed of the Land, the Temple, and the City of God, and 

hauled away to a foreign land, the People of God had little hope for survival.  And yet, the 

promises of God would not die. 

Isaiah prophesied: “And this shall be a sign for you: This year eat what grows of itself, 

and in the second year what springs from that; then in the third year sow, reap, plant vineyards, 

and eat their fruit.  The surviving remnant of the house of Judah shall again take root 

downward, and bear fruit upward; for from Jerusalem a remnant shall go out, and from Mount 

Zion a band of survivors.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.” (Is. 37: 30-32) 

And so the people gathered together the stories of their ancestors, the promises to 

Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob, the call to Moses and the Covenant of the Law, and there in 

Babylon they were faithful.  In the same way, let us too, be bold in this time of challenge – bold 

to turn aside from our despair, to step out in faith, to claim the promises that are ours in Christ 

Jesus, and to Risk Hope for the life and vitality of the Gospel. 

As we look forward to Annual Conference 2017, next year in Grand Rapids, Mich., 

from June 28 to July 2, please join us in prayer that our gathering will be an opportunity to 

recall God’s promises, recount our shared stories, bolster our unity, and commit our hearts as 

Christ’s witness in world of desperate need.  

“Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has 

promised is faithful.” (Heb. 10:23)  

 

In Christ, 

 
Carol Scheppard 

2017 Annual Conference Moderator 
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DISTRICT CONFERENCE MINUTES 

September 19, 2015 

The 45th District Conference of South/Central Indiana District of the Church of the Brethren 

met at the Manchester Church of the Brethren in North Manchester, Indiana, on Saturday, 

September 19, 2015. At 9:40 a.m., Moderator Ed Johnson called the Business Meeting to order 

following the morning worship service. The theme of this District Conference was “In spite of 

ourselves…God loves us! Romans 5:8.” Moderator Ed Johnson opened by welcoming all in 

attendance, making announcements, stating the rules of the conference, introducing Conference 

officers at the head table, conducting the consecration and seating of the delegates. Officers of 

District Conference included Moderator Ed Johnson, Secretary Pat Beck, Conference 

Coordinator Carrie Bush and Timekeeper Bruce Mohler. Paul Schrock served as 

Parliamentarian. There were 116 delegates and 28 non-delegates in attendance, with 36 

congregations represented. An offering was collected during the worship service ($867.04) and 

a pie auction was held ($1565.00) with the proceeds divided between the District General Fund 

and the Ministry Education Fund. Four hundred and fourteen school bag kits were collected. 

Minutes of the 2014 District Conference and Agenda for the 2015 District Conference were 

accepted by the delegate body.  

District Board Report was presented by District Board Chair, Tom Allbaugh. Tom provided 

information regarding the rejection of the budget presented at the 2014 conference and the 

follow- up during the specially called District Conference meeting. The Board has set up a 

committee to make recommendation on the rewriting of the District Executive’s job description. 

Report can be found on page 10 of the District Conference (DC) booklet.  

Financial Report was presented by DeEtta Balser. The report is located on pages 11-17 in the 

DC booklet. Clarification of items in the report was requested by delegates. Report was 

accepted. 

Table Talk - Time for discussion regarding question, “What is the value of being a part of the 

district?”  

The District Executive Minister Report was presented by Beth Sollenberger and the report can 

be found on page 20 of the DC booklet. Beth presented certificates to ministers in recognition 

of their continuing service. Beth sent around a card for Mike Cassidy for those who would like 

to send him encouragement.  

Standing Committee Report was given by Jeff Castetter (completing Mike Cassidy’s term). 

Annual Conference recognized Puerto Rico as a separate district. An amendment to the polity 

was approved, allowing financial documents to be sent electronically from the agencies. 

Brethren Benefit Trust received approval a change of articles of organization. A mandate was 

presented from the leadership team regarding the evaluation of district structures and the setting 

up of a committee. A resolution was presented on the topic of Christian minority communities. 

A query was rejected concerning district structure. Instead, a committee was established to 

evaluate church vitality and viability. There were closed sessions which included conversation 

around the topic of same-gender marriage and the church’s relationship to On Earth Peace.  
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2016 budget was presented by Tom Allbaugh and DeEtta Balser. This budget included the 

District Executive’s position at ½ time. Report is on page 18 of the DC booklet. This was 

approved with one dissenting vote. There was a discussion on how to establish per-member 

contributions so as to meet the items of the budget.  

Church Extension Fund repurposing investigation recommendation was presented by Mark 

Stahl. A motion was made to add the sentence following the recommendation in the presented 

report. The recommendation now states, “Therefore, we recommend to the District Board that 

Church Extension Funds be used for District congregations’ capital improvement projects as 

well as crisis management. Since the District has had a history of financial shortfalls, we do not 

believe using this fund to cover District operating expenses falls within the purview of this 

crisis.” The motion carried with two dissenting votes to add the second sentence. The motion to 

accept this recommendation passed with one dissenting vote.  

The Slate for 2015-2016 was presented and accepted as follows: Moderator -- Paul Schrock, 

Northview; Moderator-elect – Brian Mackie, White Branch; Secretary – no nominee; District 

Board – West Section- Beth Haughn, Lafayette; District Board – South Section -- Rob Miller; 

and Standing Committee – Kurt Borgmann, Manchester. Slate passed with 80 yes, 20 no and 3 

abstaining.  

These Appointments for Approval were presented and accepted. Nominating Committee: 

Central Section-Carol Horn, Wabash; West Section –Guy Studebaker, Lower Deer Creek; and 

East Section – Shirley Dehoff, Hickory Grove. Nominations for South and North districts 

remain open. Program & Arrangement Committee: Coordinator, North Section and South 

Section remain open. Indiana Camp Board: Member – Aaron Alexander, Northview; and Youth 

Camp: Mackenzie Oliver, Northview, 2-year term and Madison Purkey, Union Grove, 1-year 

term. Approved unanimously.  

Ministry Interview Committee report was presented by Peter Michael. They have reviewed and 

interviewed new candidates and done yearly reviews of licensed ministers. They also completed 

the five-year review of ordained ministers.  Report can be found in the DC booklet on page 48. 

Ministry Excellence Project report was presented by Beth Sollenberger. See report on page 48 

of the DC booklet. 

The Brethren Agencies Report opened with a video summarizing the works of these agencies: 

the report given by Mary Jo Flory-Steury for Church of the Brethren, Inc.; Bethany Theological 

Seminary report was presented by Mark Lancaster and this report can be found on page 32 of 

the DC booklet. The Brethren Benefit Trust report is on pages 25-26, and On Earth Peace, 

pages30-31 of the DC booklet. 

Historical Committee report was given by Tom Liby who explained the process they are going 

through to organize South/Central District old records. He shared with this conference some of 

the documents that they have found. 

Brethren Disaster Ministries report was presented by Cliff Kindy. He shared with this 

conference current projects that Disaster Ministries is involved in. Delegates are encouraged to 



9 

rally groups from their congregation to volunteer in assisting with these projects. Cliff spoke of 

the efforts in Nigeria and its effects on all who were involved in the relief effort.  

Interim Executive Director Galen Jay and camp board chair Ryan McBride presented the report 

for Camp Mack. They are in the process of looking for someone for the position of Executive 

Director of the camp. Proposed by-law changes for Camp Mack were tabled at this time. Report 

can be found in the DC booklet on page 47.  

The Timbercrest Report was presented by David Lawrenz and is located on pages 45-46 of the 

DC booklet.  

The school kits were blessed. 

Passing of the Gavel & Installation of Paul Schrock as Moderator. 

Beth closed the conference with prayer and the delegates were dismissed. 

 

Submitted by Pat Beck 

Secretary 
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South/Central Indiana District Board Report 

 

The brothers and sisters who serve on District Board are part of you, coming from 

various congregations and sections of our district. It is the connection that they have with you 

and the Lord that allows them to act on your behalf between yearly District Conference 

meetings.  

Sometimes they act in a formal way, discerning gifts and calling out persons to serve in 

various capacities: Ministry Interview Committee, Nominating and Personnel Committee, 

Program and Arrangements Committee, and many more. We appreciate the willingness of so 

many to serve the Lord in this district with their gifts. Consider our connectedness in this 

manner. 

We asked people to serve on Shalom Team but it does not mean anything, unless 

someone accepts. It does not produce fruit unless they organize to serve. It does not matter that 

Shalom Team is ready unless those in need are willing to ask for help. If the District Board is 

willing to fund training (not with funds that we gave, but that the district members and 

congregations provided) and the Shalom Team members are willing to take time away from 

their jobs and families and go and study and be ready when needed—then something good has 

happened. [And it has!] But who did that? The District Treasurer by collecting the money that 

was disbursed for training? The families who say to loved ones, go commit your time and 

energy? Is it the team members? Is it District Board? CLEARLY IT IS GOD WHO GIVES US ALL 

THAT WE NEED, AND GIVES US GIFTS—WRAPPED IN PEOPLE WHO ARE ALL MADE IN GOD’S 

IMAGE (even if still reflecting Him imperfectly at this point). 

So please understand that many others have had big roles in anything District Board has 

been connected with this year. We are not here to take credit, but to report that God is doing 

things that bring glory to His name, and He even allows District Board to be connected with 

that. 

In informal ways we highlight and promote events that are not “ours” or listed in the 

District Constitution but we are connected. This year Heifer International was blessed through 

generous donations and bids when 12 Baskets and a Goat arrived at Northview COB in 

February with Ted & Company. 

From the Church Extension Funds we approved 2 lines of credit, connecting the 

resources of the district to congregations in the district. 1st Christ Our Shepherd for basement 

waterproofing and restoration.  2nd Peru for a lift chair giving access to all (they raised all of the 

money and did not need the district funds).  

Kurt Borgmann serves on Standing Committee and District Board, connecting us with 

the denomination.  The information and insight that he shares with us, we try to share 

throughout the district. He is serving on Nominating Committee of Standing Committee and we 

can strengthen our connection with the denomination by providing the names of persons that 

we think could serve God well in the greater church. Kurt gave an excellent sermon at Annual 

Conference this year, encouraging everyone to connect on the basis of love.   
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We wish to express thanks to congregations and pastors who have hosted us, provided a 

meal, refreshments, and devotions. Arcadia--January, Roann--March, Mexico--May, 

Rossville—August:  We are glad to be connected with these fellow servants of God. 

1 Samuel 17, Numbers 13:33, Isaiah 40:22. Sometimes giant obstacles can deter even 

leaders of God’s people, but not forever: Joshua and Caleb entered the land. Joseph was sold as 

a slave but advised Pharaoh. Daniel was taken captive and never saw the temple or Jerusalem 

again, but he did advise the leaders of two empires. God used Goliath to activate the faith of 

David. God used David a lot after that. (It’s not just what we accomplish, it’s what we become. 

John 14:12, 1 John 3:2) 

Giant theological issues of our times may distract us from who we are, but it does not 

alter whose we are. We have recent records when we had more people in our district and more 

dollars in the budget. We have older records when we had less persons and dollars than we do 

now. What do they tell us?  We must serve God in the time and the place that He calls us – I 

can tell you that the district board members speak openly to each other to pursue that goal even 

when it is uncomfortable. They are connected to you and they are working diligently for you 

and with you.    

Many of you are now in churches led by part-time pastors who love you full-time and 

are glad to serve God with you. All of you are now in a district led by a part-time District 

Executive Minister who loves you full-time and is committed to serving God with you.  

In this year of Our Lord 2016 (He’s still in control) it has been my privilege to serve 

you, alongside of them, as District Board Chair,  

 

Blessings, Wayne Grumbling  

 

 



12 

District Executive Minister’s Report 
 

Sisters and Brothers of the South/Central Indiana District, 

 

There is no way to begin this report without words of gratitude.  I am very grateful for the work 

that is accomplished by the people of this district in the name of Jesus and for the benefit of the 

church. Thank you to those who serve on the district board and the ways you all have prayed for 

them and the work they have done on our district’s behalf. 

 

Thank you to each and every member of the district and the ways you have been faithful and 

shared in the ministry of your congregation and the ministry of this district. It is a blessing to 

know that we are the church together. 

 

Thank you for the hospitality I have experienced over and over everywhere I have visited for 

worship or meetings. You are great hosts. 

 

And thank you for the willing workers: Rachel Gross, Administrative Assistant; Tina Rieman, 

Administrative Assistant for Brethren Leadership Institute; DeEtta Balser, Treasurer; Bickey 

Garber, Financial Secretary; and Gloria Garber, office volunteer. These are the people who 

keep things functioning smoothly throughout the year. And, thank you to all who serve on 

committees and as volunteers to make our district a place of faith and ministry day in and day 

out. It is a blessing to work together for the good of God’s realm. 

 

Throughout the course of the year I have worked with committees seeking pastoral leadership 

from Andrews, Lafayette, Loon Creek, Marion, Mexico, Richmond and West Eel River. I am 

pleased to report that Andrews called Taylor Smelser, Lafayette called Steven Crain, Loon 

Creek will be served by a team currently being formed, Marion called Robin Wentworth Mayer, 

Mexico called Matt Myers, Richmond will be served by an intentional interim and West Eel 

River will be served by a team of Dan Riccius and Lauren Eicher. 

 

This past year one of the most exciting ventures has been the beginning of Brethren Leadership 

Institute. Twelve individuals completed the first class and the second course has just been 

completed with Bob Bowman teaching New Testament.  

 

This year we recognize the ordination anniversaries of 19 persons who have been ordained 55 

years or more. 

 

Thank you for the ways you welcome me into the life of your congregations. I cherish your 

prayers and support as we work to be faithful together. We as a district have much to celebrate 

and I give thanks to each of you for the ways you testify to God’s goodness by your daily living 

and the ministry of your congregations. It is a gift that reaches further than we know and so I 

give thanks to God for each of you and the ways you share your faith. 

 

Beth Sollenberger 

District Executive Minister 
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Standing Committee Delegate Report  

South/Central Indiana District Conference 
 

I am grateful to have been sent to Annual Conference in Greensboro, North Carolina, to serve 

as the Standing Committee delegate from the South/Central Indiana District. This was my first 

time in this role, so it was certainly a significant learning experience. 

 

The functions of Standing Committee include studying queries and items of new business, and 

then making recommendations to the delegate body of Annual Conference; preparing a ballot 

for election of denominational leadership; receiving and acting upon matters of discipline or 

controversy involving members, congregations, districts and denomination (issues that have not 

been resolved at another level of church organization); and to project dreams, goals and vision 

for the denomination’s ministry. The Standing Committee meets once each year for several 

days ahead of that year’s Annual Conference.  

 

The business of Standing Committee this year included the following: 

 

-reports from each district about successes and challenges within the district 

-recommendations to the delegate body in regard to five queries 

-receiving reports from Program and Arrangements Committee, Review and Evaluation 

Committee, and the Global Missions and Service director 

-consultation and conversation with representatives of the Annual Conference agencies: 

Brethren Benefit Trust, Bethany Seminary, On Earth Peace, and Mission and Ministry Board 

-conversation with District Executives 

-receiving and ruling on an appeal involving a congregation and a district 

 

Additionally, as a newly elected member of the Nominating Committee of Standing Committee, 

I was involved in an organizational meeting of the Nominating Committee as well as the 

selection process for the members of a study committee for the Creation Care query. I will 

attend Nominating Committee meetings in Elgin in January of 2017.  

 

The Standing Committee works carefully and cooperatively to process and prepare business for 

the delegate body. The spirit and tone of the group is positive and respectful, even though there 

are widely varying opinions within the group about decisions and direction for the Church of 

the Brethren. 

 

In a way that was then mirrored later in the week in the deliberations of the larger delegate 

body, New Business Item #1 took the most time and attention (Same-Sex Weddings) in the  

Standing Committee meetings. However, the Standing Committee recommendation on this item 

was rejected by the delegate body and an alternate motion from the delegate floor was 

approved. Other query recommendations from Standing Committee were accepted.  

 

Actions adopted by the 2016 Annual Conference are on the following page: 
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Item #1 – Query on Same Sex Weddings - Concerns of the query were referred to the 

Leadership Team in consultation with the Council of District Executives to bring clarity and 

guidance concerning the authority of Annual Conference and districts regarding accountability 

of ministers, congregations, and districts, bringing recommendations to the 2017 Annual 

Conference. 

 

Item #2 and Item #5 – Queries about On Earth Peace (Reportability/Accountability/Viability)  

Concerns of these two queries were referred to the Review and Evaluation Committee for their 

consideration, recognizing that this committee has responsibility to consider the unity and 

balance of denominational agencies. 

 

Item #3 – Query on Christian Responsibility to Care for God’s Creation 

A Creation Care Study committee was appointed to work in consultation with Brethren Benefit 

Trust and other relevant organizations to address the concerns of this query. The study 

committee was appointed by Standing Committee and includes Duane Deardorff, Laura Dell-

Haro and Sharon Yohn. 

 

Item #4 – Query on Living Together as Christ Calls 

The concern of this query was adopted and referred to the Mission and Ministry Board. 

 

Unfinished Business Items included interim reports from committees working on Vision of 

Ecumenism for the 21st Century, Review and Evaluation, and Vitality and Viability.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kurt Borgmann 
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August 11, 2016 

 

 

To the Board of the South/Central Indiana District of the Church of the Brethren: 

 

We have performed the procedures listed below to assist you with evaluating the financial 

activities of the South/Central Indiana District for the year ended December 31, 2015. District 

management is responsible for the underlying data. Management provided deposit slips, check 

stubs and supporting documentation, payroll records, bank statement, and monthly financial 

statements. The procedures we performed and the associated findings are as follows: 

· Review a sample of bank statements and bank reconciliations 

o No exceptions noted 

· Review a sample of disbursements for appropriate documentation and compare to the 

general ledger 

o No exceptions noted 

· Review a sample of payroll records for accuracy 

o The Administrative Assistant works an average of 10 hours per week, but is paid 

for 20 hours twice a month, resulting in a potential shortfall in pay of up to 40 

hours.  

· Review a sample of regulatory findings relative to payroll for accuracy and timeliness 

o No exceptions noted 

· Compare financial statement line items from 2014 and 2015 

Recommendations: 

· For purposes of clarification, craft a Memo of Understanding to describe how the 

Administrative Assistant’s hours are to be recorded and paid. 

We who performed the procedures listed above are not independent with respect to the South/

Central Indiana District as we are members of churches in the District. We were not engaged to 

and did not conduct an independent examination, the objective of which would be to express an 

opinion on the Financial Statements of the South/Central Indiana District. Accordingly, we do 

not express such an opinion. Had we performed additional procedures, other matters might have 

come to our attention that would have been reported to you. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jan Fahs      Phil Tomson 
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Appointments for Approval 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE (3-year term; appointed by Dist. Bd; approved  by Dist. Conf.) 
 South Section: Janet Cassidy, Buck Creek 
 North Section: Bickey Garber, Liberty Mills 
 
PROGRAM & ARRANGEMENTS COMMITTEE (3-year term, appointed by Dist. Bd., approved by 
Dist. Conf.) 
 East Section: Mike Fry, Union Grove 
 West  Section:  Flora Williams, Lafayette 
 South Section: Gerry Longenbaugh, Grandview 
 
INDIANA CAMP BOARD   (3-year term; appointed by Dist. Bd., approved by Dist. Conf) 
  Jim Bates, Lafayette 
 
INDIANA YOUTH CAMP COUNCIL 
  Emily Miller, Pyrmont 
 
MINISTRY INTERVIEW COMMITTEE (5-year term; appointed by District Bd., approved by Dist. 
Conf.) 
 South Section: Gene Roop, Anderson  (1st term) 
 
 
 

Appointments for your Information 
  
  
HISTORICAL COMMITTEE (3-year term; appointed by District Board) 
 Merle Rummel, Four Mile (1st term) 
  
ETHICS COMMITTEE (5-year term; appointed by District Board) 
 John Bunch, Marion (2nd term) 
 Corky Cordes, Roann (2nd term) 
 
SHALOM TEAM (5-year term; appointed by District Board) 
 Robin Wentworth Mayer, Marion (2nd term) 
 Kay Gaier, Wabash (1st term) 
 John Wenger, Anderson (1st term) 
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Introducing general secretary  

David A. Steele 
 

David A. Steele has been named general secretary of the 

Church of the Brethren. He is an ordained minister who 

since 2005 has been district executive minister of Middle 

Pennsylvania District. 

     Steele brings extensive experience of church leadership 

to the position of general secretary. He has experienced the 

highest elected position in the denomination, having served 

as moderator of Annual Conference in 2015. 

     He has been a leader in the Council of District Execu-

tives and a member of the Ministry Advisory Council. 

     In youth ministry, he has coordinated music and worship 

for National Youth Conferences and has had similar involvement in National Junior High     

Conferences, and has been an advisor for the National Youth Cabinet.  

     His experience of the wider church includes relating with ministry education, outdoor       

ministries, and ecumenical partners. He has been a board member of the Susquehanna Valley 

Ministry Center based at Elizabethtown (Pa.) College, has been a program director and board 

chair for Camp Blue         

Diamond, Petersburg, Pa., 

and since 2009 has served on 

the board of the Pennsylvania  

Council of Churches. 

     He spent 13 years in the 

pastoral ministry, at Bakers-

field (Calif.) Church of the 

Brethren and Martinsburg 

(Pa.) Memorial Church of the 

Brethren.  

     Steele attended McPherson 

(Kan.) College, where he 

earned a bachelor of arts in 

religion and philosophy, and 

Bethany Seminary, where he 

completed a master of        

divinity degree. 

Much of my life and ministry has 

recognized the centrality of    

relationship and community.       

I have come to understand that 

neither is possible without me (in 

all circumstances) picking up a 

basin and towel. Jesus’ simple 

act embodies an understanding 

that community is not possible 

without us kneeling and yielding 

and allowing the waters to wash 

away all that separates us from 

the love of Christ and loving one another. I look forward to 

serving you as general secretary, and the opportunities we 

will have to kneel and yield together building relationship 

and community, as we continue the work of Jesus.  

— David A. Steele 
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“If we walk in the light  

as he himself is in the light,  

we have fellowship  

with one another.”  

—1 John 1:7 

 

The Church of the Brethren has experienced dramatic joys and 

sorrows this past year, sometimes at the same time.  

     As the church in the United States walks alongside brothers 

and sisters of Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, the Church 

of the Brethren in Nigeria), the journey is both spiritually    

uplifting and emotionally heavy.  

     In other areas of ministry, there have been high moments but also the hard work of 

leadership changes and struggles to meet financial commitments.   

 

     What sustains the church during difficult days? How do we strengthen our spirits? 

 

     We find strength in these familiar ways: 

             Immersing ourselves in scripture. 

             Worshiping together.  

             Being community. 

             Engaging in service. 

             Living out God’s story. 

             Bearing witness to the peace of Christ. 

 

     The church refuels by staying connected to Jesus Christ, the light of the world. That is 

the light we carry. 

 

 

 

David A. Steele 

General Secretary 

Church of the Brethren, 1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120      

800-323-8039      www.brethren.org 
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Summer 2016 

 

Greetings from Manchester! 

 

It was a year filled with emotions for Manchester University, with both highs and lows. 

Manchester celebrated a number of successes, including the launch of a new graduate program 

in the emerging field of pharmacogenomics, senior Emily Pleadwell being named the 30th 

Fulbright scholar in Manchester’s history, and the graduation of the first class of Pharm.D. 

students from the College of Pharmacy in Fort Wayne.  

 

The year also brought challenges, especially with a series of deaths that rocked the university. 

Chris Garber, assistant vice president of operations, died after a brief illness in December, as 

did student Tony Loera; and three students—Brook Dagnew, Nerad Mangai, and Kirubel 

Hailu—were killed in a tragic accident in February. The community gathered in a variety of 

ways to remember and celebrate their lives.  

 

It was a transitional year, as well, with the retirements of Chief Business Officer Jack 

Gochenauer and numerous long-time professors—including Dr. John Planer, who had taught 

generations of Manchester students for five decades. In Religious Life, Walt Wiltschek 

completed six-plus years of service as University Pastor and Director of Church Relations in the 

spring and was succeeded by Bekah Houff, formerly on the Bethany Theological Seminary 

staff. 

 

Weekly chapel services occurred through the year, with speakers including local pastors, 

district executives, students, faculty members, and others. The “Simply Brethren” student group 

had a strong year, with a variety of educational and fellowship activities. The Powerhouse 

regional youth conference drew about 60 people to Camp Mack in November. Several students 

also did a day-long Brethren Heritage trip in January.  

 

The VIA convocation series this year included inspiring musician Ken Medema, who spoke and 

shared music around the theme “The Power of Storytelling,” and alumna Kelley Brenneman 

’14, who presented her research on Andrew Cordier, titled “The Shaping of a Peacemaker.” 

Noted theologian John Dominic Crossan and the Rev. Osagyefo Sekou, an instrumental figure 

in nonviolent civil disobedience and the Black Lives Matter campaign, spoke during Peace 

Week in the spring.  

 

Enrollment remained strong in 2015-2016, with 1,246 undergraduate students and 290 graduate 

students on two campuses. About 5 percent of the undergraduate students are members of the 

Church of the Brethren. Please continue to encourage the youth in your congregations to 

consider Manchester as they make their college decisions. 

 

We look forward to the possibilities of the year ahead as we continue to live out the university’s 

cornerstones of Learning, Faith, and Service. Thank you for your prayers, your various 

connections, and all the ways you support Manchester.  

 

Bekah Houff 

Office of Church Relations 
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Camp Board Report District Conference 

September 17, 2016 

 

I would like to introduce myself.  I am Sue Freel from the Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship in 

Osceola. I became the Camp Mack Board Chair in November of last year. 

It has been an exciting year for our Board.  We have dealt with issues that have been a struggle 

but also exciting issues. In the spring of 2015 we discovered there was an outstanding debt on 

the John Kline Center of $411,000.  We started a debt retirement called “400 Club” with the 

idea if 400 people or groups of people would donate $1000 each this would pay off this debt. I 

am pleased that at this time we have a balance of $78,836.00. The Board has felt the love and 

support from many of you through your donations.  We felt very blessed by your giving. 

Also in the spring of 2015 we received an estate gift of $75,000. We put $20,000 at Elkhart City 

Community Foundation.  The Board discussed the project of concreting the entire auditorium 

floor. We decided to use $55,000 from the gift for the project of the floor. We have 

accomplished that project.  Of course after the floor was finished it was decided to redo the 

platform plus the railings, ramps, and sides.  It looks wonderful.  Thank you for all who 

volunteered to help with this work. 

This past year we formed a Master Plan Review Committee to look over “Vision 20/20.” The 

committee has been going through the plan to make sure that the same ideas and vision are what 

we want and need at camp in the next 10 years. 

This past February the Search Committee started interviewing candidates for the Executive 

Director. After interviewing several people we had a special Board meeting on March 19th. The 

Board called Gene Hollenberg for the position.  

Gene has been an Interim Pastor, a teacher for 16 years, and a principal for 20 years.  He has 

extensive experience at Camp Mack as a Team Leader, Designer of Creative Arts Camp, and 

Counselor for 38 years. 

Gene started on September 1st but during the summer he was here at camp watching and 

learning everything he could.  We are very excited about working with Gene. 

We would also like to thank Galen Jay for all the work he has done leading this camp through 

the last couple of years. He has been faithful with his work to God, camp, and staff.  I 

appreciated all the help he gave me being the Board Chair. 

I would also like to tell you some stories that Galen told me about this year summer camp, the 

first one about volunteers. 

All stories are a testimony to our Mission Statement – “Camp Mack is a Sanctuary where 

people connect with God.” We are blessed with so many volunteers here at Camp. From folks 

who give a week of their time to counsel, to working a couple of days in the kitchen, to coming 

one day a week and working with Lynn in the shop, to giving money to reduce the debt.  There 

is a core constituency who believe and have experienced our mission statement.  This summer 

we had a couple who had never been here come and volunteer to work in the kitchen for ten 
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days.  As they were preparing to leave the husband stepped over and gave me a check to put in 

the general fund. They experienced our Sanctuary where people connect with God! 

The next story comes on Sunday afternoon and evening.  I have the privilege of helping with 

registration on Sunday afternoon.  Kids and their parents come in and you can just feel the 

stress of the world upon their shoulders.  Do I have the right health papers, did I pack enough 

stuff, will the other kids like me etc.  Fast forward four hours later and I am observing the same 

kids sitting around the center campfire circle singing their little hearts out.  Jessica and her 

merry band of musicians are leading these kids in singing some silly songs.  You can just feel 

the Holy Spirit working among them! Camp Mack is a Sanctuary where people connect with 

God. 

Galen’s last story comes from Grand Camp which he was a part of.  We had experienced God’s 

wonderful art work and peace on Monday evening while sitting on Wedding Hill, overlooking 

Lake Waubee for evening vespers. It was just a perfect evening and affected all of us.  The next 

day I was sitting on the swimming docks watching my two grandkids swim and talking to a 

grandmother. She had been to camp as a kid but had not been back in a long time.  She had a 

life-changing experience here and wanted her grandkids to experience the same.  She was 

convinced after the Monday evening vesper experience that those life-changing experiences still 

happen here at camp. After all, Camp Mack is a Sanctuary where People Connect with God!! 

I would like to close with these statements from Max Lucado: 

“Faith is not the belief that God will do what you want. Faith is the belief that God will do what 

is right.  God is always near and always available.  Just waiting for your touch to let him know.  

Do something that demonstrates faith.  For faith with no effort is not faith at all.  God will 

respond. He has never rejected a genuine gesture of faith.” 

As a Board we have faith that God has had his hand on what we have been doing for the camp. 

Please continue to pray for this Board, Gene, staff, and the Camp.  

Thank you for your prayers, 

Sue Freel, ICB Chairman 
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The Ministry Excellence Project (MEP) is a joint project of the Northern and South/

Central Indiana Districts of the Church of the Brethren. MEP began with grant money from the 

Lilly Foundation and for its intended duration we have participated in regular reporting and 

Lilly-generated education sessions with other judicatories receiving similar grants. As we move 

into the future there will be less prescribed time for conversation about grant implementation 

with other recipients.  

 

MEP has established a board and has given grants every year we have been in existence. 

These grants assist pastors in paying for some very basic needs: dentistry, health care, and 

education for ministry. In the same time frame we have not reached our stated goal of raising 

funds to make the Project self -sustaining. We have given consideration to how to handle our 

lack of interest and skill for fund-raising and the value/consequences of allowing the program to 

reach its conclusion when the Lilly funds have been dispersed. 

 

From July 1, 2015, to July 1, 2016, grants were given to 2 individuals, totaling $3337. 

Last fall, Pastor Appreciation grants totaled $27,950, given to 35 pastors in Northern Indiana 

and 59 pastors in South/Central Indiana.  

 

It is a privilege to be a part of providing a measure of financial stability for pastors in 

our districts.  

 

 The board would like to give a special thanks to our District Executives, Beth 

Sollenberger and Torin Eikler, for all the work they do to promote this program and their direct 

relationships with those pastors who have a financial need! 
 

MEP Board: 

Eunice Culp (Chair) 

Ted Noffsinger  

Dan Petry 

Helen Wenger (Secretary) 

Phil Tomson (Treasurer)  

Rachel Gross (Administrative Assistant) 

Torin Eikler (Co-Director) 

Beth Sollenberger (Co-Director) 
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