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There is much in our world to pray about. Most of us have personal quandaries, family requests and 
friends who call us to pray. Three years ago our denomination asked each congregation to pray for one 
of the Chibok girls who was kidnapped from their school by Boko Haram. This past week I hope at least 
some of the congregations of our district received a letter telling them that their young woman had 
been released. Since there are still more than 100 missing we will still pray for their release and all 
involved. There is great power in prayer and I hope you will be a part of the prayers for our Nigerian 
sisters and brothers. 

 

A few weeks ago some of us in the district heard a report from Nigerian work camp participants who 
helped rebuild a church building and learned to know some of the members of the congregation as they 
mixed and carried concrete and laid blocks. 

 

We also heard about the devastation to the infrastructure of Haiti as natural disasters take their toll. A 
key problem is clean water and so the Church of the Brethren project there includes well-building. 

 

Our district board is challenging our district to give $5000 to the Nigerian work and $5000 to the Haiti 
well-building project. We would like to give a check for $10,000.00 to General Secretary David Steele 
when he is with us for District Conference in the fall. 

 

A beginning challenge for each congregation is $100.00 for each project. Will you pray about how you 
might be involved? Can your congregation share $200.00 to help people we know have great needs? 
Take an offering? Devote proceeds from a dinner? Sell candy? Skip some coffee and share the savings? 

 

How will you do your part? Let us know your ideas. Send your gifts to the District Office (604 N. Mill St., 
North Manchester, IN 46962) clearly marked for Nigeria and Haiti gift. 

 

Thank you! And you remain in my prayers this day and every day. 

 

COOKIE ALERT: Beth will be at Camp Mack Thursday morning, May 25, from 9 to noon, making cookies for 
this summer’s Kid Consumption at Camp Mack. Helpers are very welcome! 
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Moderator's Message 

 

2017 District Conference Theme: Good News...From Generation to Generation  

(Matthew 28:16-20...Psalm 145:4) 

 

 On Facebook, I recently saw a lot of posts about Manchester University's commencement and 
graduating class. One hundred years ago, in 1917, Brethren legend Dan West graduated from Manchester 
University. While handing out rations in Spain during the Spanish Civil War in the late 1930s, West got the 
idea to give people a cow and not just a cup of milk. This idea grew into the Heifer Project, now Heifer 
International, and in 1944 the first cows, “Faith,” “Hope” and “Charity,” were on their way to Puerto Rico. An 
aspect of God's mission was launched. A demonstration was given of the kingdom of God to those in need. 
This was something Brethren as well as Quakers, Mennonites and eventually many others rallied together 
for. 

 Last month I asked the question about how community is best formed. I explored the idea that 
community is not the goal, but instead a by-product of serving a greater cause, which for the church is the 
kingdom mission of reconciling the world to God, reconciling people to each other and reconciling the 
creation to shalom. This is my desire for our district this year. How can we rally together to show God's love 
to our world? 

 Two mission opportunities we have in our district this year are Haiti and Nigeria. As our District 
Executive, Beth Sollenberger, shared in her piece in this newsletter, we would love to give $10,000 split in 
half to Haiti and Nigeria. Many of us have heard the needs of our brothers and sisters in both of these 
countries. Let us rally together to demonstrate God's love in this practical way. If each church gave at least 
$200 we would be well on our way. 

 In my local churches, I am about to start a new series on Acts, called “The Church in Acts(ion).” I see a 
distinct thread in this book. There is a demonstration of the kingdom through the power of the Holy Spirit 
accompanied by an explanation or a proclamation of the good news about Jesus. For example, on the day of 
Pentecost (Acts 2), there is a demonstration of God's power through speaking in tongues. Peter then says in 
Acts 2:14, “[L]et me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say” (NIV). Acts has many more examples 
where Christ's followers are healing, driving out demons, raising the dead, crossing ethnic lines, seeking out 
the hurting and the outcast, sharing meals, and displaying God's love and unity. Then they explain why and 
share the good news of the risen Lord and God's offer of reconciling love. The church is to be about both 
demonstration and proclamation. Let us join together as a district this year to both demonstrate and 
proclaim the good news of Jesus' death, resurrection and kingdom!  

 

--Brian Mackie, 2017 South/Central Indiana District Moderator 

The members of the Loon Creek Church of the Brethren have voted to disband their congregation. With that news the district 
board appointed a committee to consider the future of that building and they have invited representatives from neighboring 
congregations to join them in their discussions. We are looking for ideas you may have as we consider how to deal with the 
building. It was consensus around the table that we invite you to share any thoughts you might have regarding the future of the 
property on State Route 5 south of Huntington. Please send your ideas to the district office. 

Loon Creek committee: 

Bickey Garber, Bruce Dunk, Cindy Dunk, Glen Miller, Mel Zumbrun, Tim Vogleman, Tom Will, Tim Troyer 
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DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR JUNEDISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR JUNE  

  
June  4 - Please pray with us for Liberty Mills COB and the Southern Ohio District. 

June 11 - Please pray with us for Living Faith COB and the Pacific Northwest District. 

June 18 - Please pray with us for Locust Grove COB and the Pacific Southwest District. 

June 25 - Please pray with us for all traveling to and attending Annual Conference. 

  Eel River Community: Ruth Ritchey 
  Moore has completed her tenure 
  as youth pastor.  
  Union Grove: Search committee is 
  interviewing. 

Our sympathies are extended to 
Peru Pastor Phil Cruea, whose 
brother died in April, and to 
Manchester Associate Pastor Jim 
Chinworth, whose father died on 
May 3. 

Congratulations to Pleasant Dale  Youth Pastor 
Jonathan Crandall who has completed a Doctor 
of Ministry degree in Youth, Family, and 
Culture from Fuller Theological Seminary. 

Christ Our Shepherd Church of the 
Brethren 

The next Veterans’ dinner is Sunday, June 11 

 Meal 5 pm; Program 6 pm 

Senator Joe Donnelly will be our 
guest speaker! 

Free Dinner Program to Honor our Military and Veterans 

Active Military, Reservist, Veterans, Family Members 
and Survivors Invited  

Veterans’ Welcome Home Program 

857 N St Rd 135 
Greenwood, IN 46142 

317-416-7888 
Please call to reserve your seat. 

Many thanks to Grace Voorheis, who for several 
years has processed the canceled stamps that we 
collect. Grace is no longer able to perform this 
service.  In order to continue selling stamps 
(proceeds of which go to Compañeros en Ministerio), 
a volunteer is needed to sort the stamps. If you are 
interested in providing this service, please contact 
Rachel at the district office. 

item April  2016 April 2017 

cong. self-allocation 3825  9644   

other income 1024  1473   

restricted income 0  0   

TOTAL INCOME $4849  $11,117   

   

district expense 7112  7945   

restricted expense 0  20   

TOTAL EXPENSE $7112  $7965   

   

NET ($2263)  $3152   

District Fund Balance $39,216  $61, 092   

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT 



4 

 

 

 

Annual Conference 2017 

June 28 – July 2 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 

 

 

 

Information about Annual Conference: 

 

 Online registration closes June 5. 

 Many from our district are volunteering with various tasks at Annual Conference. 

 Friday afternoon, June 30, is a time of Jubilee, with opportunities for fellowship, learning, and 
service. There will be workshops, concerts, ice cream, service projects, and tours.  

 Preachers are Carol Scheppard, Jose Calleja Otero, Michaela Alphonse, Donna Ritchey Martin, 
and Matthew Fike. 

 Mutual support groups meet around the following areas: Those Who Have Lost Loved Ones to 
Suicide, Persons Living with Depression and Related Issues, Persons Impacted by Addictions, 
Families Living with Aspergers and Autism, Third-Culture Kids: Those Who Grew Up Outside the 
USA, Grief and Loss, Persons Impacted by Domestic Violence, Persons Caring for Someone 
with Dementia , Persons Living with Physical Disabilities or Chronic Conditions, Communities 

Supporting Refugees, Persons Impacted by Childhood Sexual Abuse, and Families of Children 
with ADD and ADHD. 

 

From the Annual Conference Facebook page: 

Here's a fun quiz - which song/hymn has been sung the most in the past 15 years at Conference: 

1 Holy Spirit, Come With Power 
2 Here in This Place 
3 Move in Our Midst 
4 Praise God From Whom 
5 Teresa's Prayer (Christ be in my mind) 

(answer below) 

 

 

 

The correct answer to the Facebook question is #2, Here in This Place. It has been sung 11 of the last 15 years. The 
others have all been used 10 times.  
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EXPLORE YOUR CALL  

A discernment event for high 

school students 

June 16-26, 2017 
Bethany Theological Seminary 

Richmond, Indiana 

What to Expect 

 Live on campus and learn with professors 

 Expand your mind and expand your circle of friends 

 Have fun in nature 

 Explore different, exciting paths of Christian ministry 

Explore where God is leading you next in life 

Cost 
Due to a generous grant, all qualified applicants will 
receive a full scholarship. Students pay only for their 
transportation to and from the event. 

For more information, contact Dr. Russell Haitch, 
Bethany Seminary, 765-983-1827 or Pastor Brian 
Mackie, 2017 EYC Coordinator, 765-465-5960, 
pastor@whitebranchcob.org. 

YOUTH NEWS 

Our prayers are with youth from these 
congregations taking part in summer work 
camps:  Northview, Lafayette, and Pike Creek. 
Thank you for your service in Jesus’ name! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 

July 2-8 Youth Camp at Camp 
Mack 

 

April 13-15, 2018 

District Youth Gathering 

 

July 21-26, 2018 

National Youth Conference 
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TIMBERCREST CEO TO RETIRE 
TRANSITION TEAM BEGINS WORK 

 

David Lawrenz, who has provided outstanding leadership of Timbercrest for over 40 years, is planning to 
retire.  While a specific retirement date is yet to be determined, a CEO Transition Team has been established 
by the Board of Directors and is charged with finding the next administrative leader to serve Timbercrest. 
 
The CEO Transition Team includes four current Board Members: Paul Schrock, Jan Fahs, Becky Meiers and 
Carol Lindquist; Past Board Member, Don Apple; Manchester Church of the Brethren Pastor, Kurt Borgmann, 
and former employee, Ted Neidlinger. This effort is expected to continue through the end of 2017.  There is a 
strong commitment on the part of this team to provide open communications with Timbercrest residents, 
employees, and others as appropriate, including the South/Central and Northern Indiana District churches.   
 
Please include Timbercrest in your prayers.  Specifically, please pray for peace and assurance for all directly 
impacted by this change:  Timbercrest residents and their families as well as Timbercrest staff.  Please pray 
for wisdom and grace for the Timbercrest Board and Transition Team.  Finally, please pray for David who has 
served so faithfully and well, and for the next administrator whom the Lord has prepared to join the 
Timbercrest community. 
 
If you have questions, you may contact any member of the Transition Team or email 
tneidlinger@yahoo.com.  Thank you for your prayers and support during this time of transition.  
     

The 44th Annual Brethren Bible Institute will 
be July 24-28 at Elizabethtown College.  This 
educational opportunity is sponsored by 
Brethren Revival Fellowship and offers CEUs as 
well as Licensed Minister Training. Flyers are 
available from the district office; application 
forms may be obtained by writing to BBI, 155 
Denver Road, Denver PA 17517. Deadline for 
registration is June 25. 

District Conference housing information (at Camp Mack) has been posted on the district website. 
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel 

South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren 

260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax 

  Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister Office Hours 

       bsollenberger@brethren.org Monday  & Tuesday  8 am - 12 noon 

 

 Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst. Office Hours                     

         scindcob@gmail.com Monday & Thursday 8 am - 12 noon  
  

 Tina Rieman, Brethren Leadership Institute Asst. Office Hours 

 scindcob@gmail.com most Wednesdays 8 am - 12 noon 

 

District website: www.scindcob.org 

Denominational website: www.brethren.org 

 

 

 

Peacefully, Simply, Together.Peacefully, Simply, Together.  

South/Central Indiana District 

Church of the Brethren 

604 N Mill Street 

North Manchester IN  46962 

mailto:bsollenberger@brethren.org
mailto:scicob@kconline.com
mailto:scicob@kconline.com
http://www.scindcob.org
http://www.brethren.org

