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A recently overheard conversation with someone adamant 
about the need for the church to address the issue of 
creation care ended with the question, “But can you talk 
about it with someone from the other side?” The response 
was, “Of course; I know the facts”--  and the observer of the 
event was left wondering. All too often we get so certain 
about our own perspective it is impossible to really do the 
work of communication with those who are equally certain 
of the opposite perspective. 

 So I asked someone why climate change is not an appropriate issue for an 
Annual Conference discussion. I assumed I knew the reason:  If we put the blame for 
120-degree days on bad human decisions, we make God to be less than God in the 
ruling of the universe. Instead I learned this: “Scientific consensus changes, and if we 
attach a religious significance to an issue in vogue, we often find that the next 
generation finds our judgment questionable at the least. A church that marries the 
philosophy of one age will find herself a widow in the next.”  

 For the other, to not talk about how we live in this world is refusing to take 
seriously the Biblical injunction and to be ignorant of the responsibility to “have 
dominion.” 

 How do we find conversation space between folk who can’t talk about it for 
fear of setting harmful precedent for the future and folk who must talk about it for 
fear of failing the Biblical dominion test? Is there room to talk about the 
consequences of our actions being a factor in our world’s future without jeopardizing 
the faithful of the future? 

 Just something I ponder while delivering buckets to be filled with cleanup 
supplies for Church World Service.  
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WHAT TO EXPECT AT 

DISTRICT CONFERENCE 2016 

MEXICO CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

September 16-17 

 Biblical story-telling with Robert Alley 
on Friday afternoon 

 Thank-You Dinner for district leadership 
Friday evening 

 Fun with Tara Hornbacker Friday 
evening 

 Saturday breakfast provided by Pipe 
Creek COB 

 Worship with Moderator Paul Schrock 
preaching 

 Business and Reports 

 Lunch served by the Mexico COB 

 Reports from congregations about their 
outreach ministries 

 Pie Auction 

 Dedication of clean-up buckets for 
Church World Service 

 

BRETHREN LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 

 The next BLI course is New Testament, taught 
by Bob Bowman. The dates are July 16, Aug. 6, and 
Aug. 20 (all Saturdays), 9am-4pm; classes will be held 
at the Marion Church of the Brethren (2302 S. Geneva 
Ave., Marion IN 46953). 

 If you’re interested in taking the course, you’ll 
need to purchase your book ahead of time: An 
Introduction to the New Testament by Raymond 
Brown. Naturally, you’ll need to bring a Bible as well. 

 Pre-registration is helpful, but not necessary, 
and may be done by calling or emailing the district 
office. 

 To learn more about the Brethren Leadership 
Institute, read the BLI Student Handbook, which is  
linked on the Links page of the district website, under  
Pastor & Congregation Resources. 

Beth has one blue bucket left to be filled with 
clean-up supplies for Church World Service and 
brought to District Conference.  If your church 
has not received a bucket, please contact the 

district office. 

PREPARATION FOR DISTRICT 
CONFERENCE 

Each congregation has been asked to bring one pie 
to be auctioned Saturday afternoon. 

Also, each congregation has been asked to submit  
to the district office 100 words about one or more 
of their outreach ministries.   These submissions 
should be in the district office by August 15. 

Delegate authorization forms have been emailed to 
all congregations.  If you have not received yours, 
please contact the district office immediately.  
These forms are due August 1. 

Non-delegate registration forms are available on 
the district website conference page; please contact 
the district office if you are not able to download 
the form. 

The Nominating and Personnel Committee is still 
seeking individuals to fill open positions in our 
district.  Please be prepared to say, “yes!” if you 
receive a call!  If you have suggestions, please 
contact the district office. 

The Auditing Committee needs one volunteer to 
help them prepare their report for District 
Conference.  If you can help, call the district office. 
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DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR JULYDISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR JULY 

 

 

July  3 - Please pray with us for the Logansport COB. 

July 10 - Please pray with us for the Loon Creek COB. 

July 17 - Please pray with us for the Lower Deer Creek COB. 

July 24 - Please pray with us for the Manchester COB. 

July 31 - Please pray with us for the Marion COB. 

Prayer requests are listed 
on the South/Central 
Indiana District Facebook 
page each week. 

Lafayette - Steve Crain begins July 26. 
Marion - Robin Wentworth Mayer has been called 
as part-time pastor and will begin August 1. 
Mexico - search committee is interviewing. 

Pleasant Dale - Julie Crandall has joined the staff as 
Worship Minister. 

item May 2016 May 2015 

cong. self-allocation $6,500 $5,680 

other income $1,843 $729 

restricted income $0 $260 

TOTAL INCOME $8,343 $6,659 

   

district expense $8,714 $8,325 

restricted expense $0 $0 

TOTAL EXPENSE $8,714 $8,325 

   

NET ($371) ($1,666) 

District Fund Balance $38,888  

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT 

Our sympathies and prayers are extended 
to the West Eel River Church of the 
Brethren, whose pastor, Ed French, 
passed away on June 16. 

We also  pray for Buck Creek pastor 
Chuck Bell, whose wife Jennifer passed 
away June 1, and for the family of Grady 
Snyder, who died on  May 26. 

DISTRICT NEWS 

The Peru Church of the Brethren will be 
baptizing eight individuals on  June 26, and 
welcoming nine new members!  Praise God for 
this joyful news! 

Rebecca Munshaw is serving as summer intern at 
the Pleasant Dale Church of the Brethren. 

Ted & Company will be reprising their 12 Baskets 
and a Goat performance at Annual Conference.  
Seven-year-old Isaac Alexander of the Northview 
congregation is donating a basket of items that 
will be auctioned to benefit Heifer International.  
Thank you, Isaac! 

South/Central Indiana will be well represented 
at Annual Conference this year:  Manchester 
COB pastor Kurt Borgmann  will be preaching 
Thursday evening, June 30, and Bethany 
Seminary professor Dawn Ottoni-Wilhelm 
(member of Northview COB)  will be preaching 
Saturday evening, July 2. 

 

Looking ahead: 

The District Board will meet Saturday, August 6, at 
the Rossville Church of the Brethren. 
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LIVING SIMPLY 

Shane Claiborne was recently interviewed by Giving magazine about “Generosity in Community,”  This is his 
response to the question, “What have you observed as the greatest barriers to living simply?” 

“In North America, living simply and living in community have become increasingly countercultural.  We receive 
constant messages to be financially and socially independent. If as Christians we want to live simply, we need 
to surround ourselves with a community of good mentors, teachers, and examples.  Biblical accounts of 
generosity include communities as well as individuals.  Like a living fire, we can benefit from the stirring of 
coals in community to keep our generosity alive and strong against the cultural messages we receive. 

“The deep inequity between the rich and poor continues to grow. Sometimes in the North American church, 
we too often focus on hot-button social issues that Jesus didn’t say much about. He did say a great deal about 
poverty, the marginalized, and how his followers should respond. A generous church is one that reflects 
Christ’s ministry and presence in the world.” 

-from  Volume 18 of Giving, published annually by the Ecumenical Stewardship Center.  

For more of their resources, visit www.stewardshipresources.org. 

Camp Mack continues to 
be in need of counselors 

for their summer 
programming.  Please 

check their website to see 
specific needs. 

BRETHREN BIBLE INSTITUTE 

Sponsored by the Brethren Revival Fellowship 

 The 43rd Annual Brethren Bible Institute will 
be held July 25-29 on the campus of Elizabethtown 
College in Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania.  This is the list 
of courses offered: 

 Church Leadership 

 The Book of Judges 

 The Supernatural World 

 Relationships 

 The Book of Ecclesiastes 

 The Beloved Old Man:John 

 More than a Prophet 

 History of the Church 

 How to Study the Bible 

 The Book of Job 

 Instructors include Craig Alan Myers, Eric 
Brubaker, Carl Brubaker, Wilmer Horst, Fred Beam, 
John Minnich, and Steve Hershey.  Registration forms 
are available at the district office. 
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Friends, 

 I am the District Disaster Coordinator for the South/Central District of the Church of the Brethren, but it seems I have 
not done a very good job of inspiring folks to be involved in the disaster work program of our church. We have had two teams 
go this last year to Colorado and to Detroit but we have the potential to send maybe six to eight teams per year. We have at 
least two people ready to participate in the project leaders’ training happening in late September and early October. That is 
good, because Brethren Disaster Ministries (BDM) needs capable leaders on each project site to facilitate the work of larger 
groups of volunteers.  

 What is happening presently? Detroit is in the midst of a flood-related response with a BDM team on the ground each 
week through at least the remainder of this year. Drywall tasks, painting, trim and some flooring work keep the teams busy 
each week. Another project is continuing in Colorado, flood- and fire-related, but that project will be ending at the end of 
August. Another is in South Carolina, again flood-impacted. That project is shared with three other denominations and is a 
model of building capacity in the local community to more quickly organize after a disaster strikes. That site is one of three 
being considered to replace the Colorado site when it closes in August. So work is being lined up ahead by BDM staff for the 
next year already.   

 In a month or so I will be requesting weeks with BDM staff for volunteers from our district to serve on projects around 
the country. Those sites will not be known definitely, but we will commit to fill the fifteen or so volunteer openings for each 
week without knowing where we will be going. We do know that the sites will be staffed with construction coordinators, cooks, 
a wonderful supply of tools and a good space to sleep, relax and recoup for the next work day. These disaster times are like 
retreats! 

 If you are the disaster coordinator for your congregation I encourage you to rally a team, working with neighboring 
congregations, relatives, co-workers and friends to accumulate sufficient for a team of fifteen. Or let me know if you can only 
find three and we will combine them with other small groups. If you don’t have a disaster coordinator in your congregation, I 
commission you to make it happen!  

 What does such a congregational disaster coordinator do? 1) Recruit volunteers to work at BDM project sites. 2) 
Encourage gifts of money to support the district travel of volunteers to disaster sites. 3) Help put together kits for school, health 
kits or disaster buckets as the district is doing jointly this year for district meeting. 4) Support the larger BDM international 
program such as the miraculous undergirding of EYN (the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria) during their recent years of crisis 
under the attacks of Boko Haram. 5) Encourage congregational members to volunteer with Children’s Disaster Services.  

 Speaking of Children’s Disaster Services (CDS), there is a training workshop happening in Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
September 30 - October 1 this fall. If you desire to be a volunteer with CDS through this training or want to promote a training 
in your own community, contact Kathy Fry-Miller through her email at <kfry-miller@brethren.org> or by phone at 410-635-
8734. 

 I am already planning to select January 22-28, 2017 (first choice), or November 12-18, 2017 (second choice), as weeks 
for our district to send volunteers. This will be a joint effort with the Illinois/Wisconsin district so we need only supply about half 
of the volunteers. Are you interested in filling that slot? Or take the initiative:  Tell me some of your own choices before the end 
of July so I can get our district’s selections in the pool for BDM as the staff shape up the plans for next year. Do not wait. Other 
districts will be filling up many or most of those openings at that time.  

 Or if you can only go for a couple days or on the spur of the moment, let me know. We are sending small teams for 
Fridays and Saturdays to Detroit since it is close, and have also been able to supplement smaller groups from other districts 
going to Detroit in order to build a full complement of fifteen volunteers for the weekly team. 

 See, we don’t have to be carpenters or able to climb ladders to be involved in BDM. Even our small congregations are 
fully capable of being participants at one of the many levels. It nurtures our faith to be involved. It preaches the gospel to 
volunteer with BDM. It builds and strengthens the church to be active in BDM. Do you need a boost in your outlook on life? 
Come be part of the work of Brethren Disaster Ministries! 

 Blessings of peace to you!  

 Cliff Kindy, S/C Indiana District Disaster Coordinator 

<kindy@cpt.org>  or 260-982-2971 
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PEACE DAY 2016 

How Are You Called to Build Peace? 

 

On Earth Peace invites churches, peacebuilders, and 
seekers of justice to participate in Peace Day 2016. 
Plan a prayer service or community action event 
and reflect on how you and your community are 
called to build peace during the week surrounding 
September 21, 2016. 

We are all called to build peace in unique and 
transformative ways. Some are called to resist and 
undo racism, some to pray without ceasing, others 
to heal God’s creation, and others to stop war. 

Some are called to build peace in their 
neighborhood, in their church congregation, in their 
local community, or somewhere across the world. 

This Peace Day we invite you to follow God’s call to 
wherever you and your church community can build 
peace together to God’s glory and your neighbor’s 
good. 

Learn more about Peace Day and get involved: 

 Tell us what you’re planning and how we 
can help! 

 E-mail us: peaceday@onearthpeace.org. 

 Visit our website at http://
peacedaypray.tumblr.com. 

 Follow us on Twitter @peacedaypray. 

 Join the Peace Day Facebook Group 
Conversation. 

IMPROVE YOUR PREACHING 
Homiletic Peer Coaching is a four-day preacher and sermon formation seminar, to be held at Bethany Theological 
Seminary August 8-11, 2016.  The peer coaching method allows for a wide variety of theological outlooks, experience, 
training, and cultural backgrounds.  The seminar will be led by Katie Shaw Thompson, M.Div., and Jeanne Davies, M. Div., 
both graduates of Bethany Theological Seminary and preaching pastors.  For responses to questions and additional 
information please contact Katie Shaw Thompson <pastorkatie@hacob.org<mailto:pastorkatie@hacob.org>> or Jeanne 
Davies <jeannedavies@gmail.com<mailto:jeannedavies@gmail.com>>. 

 
The cost of the seminar is $600/participant ($60/session). For this initial 2016 peer group, accepted participants will 
receive a $300 scholarship from Bethany Theological Seminary, bringing the cost per participant to $300. Cost does not 
include housing or meals. A light breakfast and snacks are provided. Please contact us for available housing options. 
 
This seminar is supported by the Executive Committee of the Council of District Executives (CODE) for the Church of the 
Brethren. They encourage Church of the Brethren participants to contact their district and congregation if additional 
financial assistance is needed. 

FUN WITH THE SON IN THE SUN 

Best wishes to all those attending Camp 
Mack (as campers or counselors) and to all 

congregations hosting Vacation Bible School.  
May  all participants grow in their love for 

God’s Son and God’s sunshine! 

mailto:pastorkatie@hacob.org%3cmailto:pastorkatie@hacob.org
mailto:jeannedavies@gmail.com%3cmailto:jeannedavies@gmail.com


7 

 



8 

 



9 

 



  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel 

Peacefully, Simply, Together.Peacefully, Simply, Together.  

South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren 

260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax 

  Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister Office Hours 

       bsollenberger@brethren.org Monday  & Tuesday  8 am - 12 noon 

   and by appointment 
 

 Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst. Office Hours                     

         scindcob@gmail.com Monday & Thursday; 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 

    8 am - 12 noon 

District website: www.scindcob.org 

Denominational website: www.brethren.org 

 

South/Central Indiana District 

Church of the Brethren 

604 N Mill St 

North Manchester IN  46962 

mailto:bsollenberger@brethren.org
mailto:scicob@kconline.com
http://www.scindcob.org
http://www.brethren.org

