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It feels like the umpteenth day of gray already this year. I could check weather notes 
and check the accuracy of my feelings but I’m not going to waste the time! Instead I’m 
going to list a few bright spots that are the kind of things that sustain me through the 
gray blah days of winter: 

 

A wonderful warm welcome, delicious supper and bright smiles from the 
Pyrmont congregation as the district board gathered there for a meeting Monday 
evening. 

 

A cheerful hello on a cold Sunday morning, a cup of coffee and great Sunday 
school class discussion at Liberty Mills. 

 

Healthy conversation, vivid debate, plenty of prayer, staunch faith and 
determination until the project is complete and the interim pastor called at 
Richmond. 

 

The apricot almond cookies that were a hit with staff, stranded Michiana ladies 
knitting their way through the weekend and other guests who came to rest and 
laugh and pray at Camp Mack. 

 

Reports from Brethren Leadership Institute participants that this class is the best 
yet as each gathering brings together diversity, Bible Study, practice and solid 
study. 

 

A Martin’s cup of coffee with a friend and the opportunity to talk about the 
Church of the Brethren and all its fragile faith, strong heritage, pain, grace and 
people who want  most to be faithful together and labor together in ministry. 

 

Thank you for the light you shine in the gray spots of our world. 

 

The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it. John 1:5. 

 

It is a privilege to serve along side you, 

. 
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Moderator's Message 

 

2017 District Conference Theme: Good News...From Generation to Generation  

(Matthew 28:16-20...Psalm 145:4) 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

I have just completed a book by Dr. Darrell Guder called The Incarnation and the Church's Witness. 
It was a book that I read at just the right time. Guder is a professor and has written much on the 
subject of Missional Theology; I would recommend any of his works. This one, however, is short and 
sweet, only 60 pages. The focus is on the theology of the incarnation and how that shapes and 
informs the witness of the church. It strengthened my desire to live missionally this year. 

 

I hope that happens for the two churches I pastor, White Branch and Nettle Creek, as our local 
theme this year is “Going Long: extending and revealing God's love, locally and globally.” I hope that 
happens for our entire district this year as well as our theme for District Conference, which will be 
“Good News...From Generation to Generation.” 

 

I really have two themes that I feel do merge together this year: 

 

Theme One: “Good News” (Matthew 28:16-20) 

The first theme could go by many names: mission, evangelism, witness, faith-sharing, etc. The idea 
is that the word gospel means “good news.” Good news...a Savior has been born to you. Good 
news...the Kingdom has come and is coming. Good news...God is with us. Good news...God made 
Jesus who knew no sin to become sin for us so that in Him, we might become the righteousness of 
God. Good news...Jesus defeated sin, satan and death in his death, burial, resurrection and 
ascension. This and so much more is the gospel, or the good news.  

 

One who proclaims the good news is a herald, a preacher, an evangelist, or a witness. God has sent 
the church, empowered by the Holy Spirit, to be witnesses through speech and action to proclaim 
the good news and invite the world to respond and receive the good news. 

 

Theme Two: “From Generation to Generation” (Psalm 145:4) 

This second theme is the idea that the good news is for every generation. The church is best when 
the church is intergenerational. When seniors in high school and senior citizens can both encourage 
each other...when babies and Baby Boomers both make a joyful noise to the Lord...when those 
facing tests in college and those facing medical tests pray for each other...the church is at its best.  

 

I encourage our churches and our district this year to consider how we can share good news from 
generation to generation in 2017. 

 

Brian Mackie, 2017 South/Central Indiana District Moderator 
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DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR   DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR FOR   

FEBRUARYFEBRUARY  
 

Feb.  5 - Please pray with us for Arcadia COB. 

Feb. 12 - Please pray with us for Bethel Center COB. 

Feb. 19 - Please pray with us for Buck Creek COB. 

Feb. 26 - Please pray with us for Buffalo COB. 

We ask you to remember our 
sister churches and 
denominational agencies in 
prayer.  Those listed are 
suggestions for each week. 

item December 2016 Total 2016 

cong. self-allocation $14,865  $92, 336  

other income $2015  $18,959  

restricted income $550  $11,470  

TOTAL INCOME $17,430  $122,765  

   

district expense $7,008  $93,816  

restricted expense $106  $13,746  

TOTAL EXPENSE $7,114  $107,562  

   

NET $10,316  $15,203  

District Fund Balance  $57,256   

DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT  

  Andrews: Joe Hostetler is  
  preaching. 

Buck Creek: Kevin Whitmore is serving as interim 
pastor. 

Richmond: Negotiating with interim. 

Union Grove: Search committee is meeting. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

DISTRICT SENIOR HIGH 

YOUTH GATHERING 

APRIL 13-15, 2018 

--location to be announced-- 

HIGHLIGHTS OF JANUARY DISTRICT 
BOARD MEETING 

 Moderator Brian Mackie announced this year’s 

district conference theme (see p. 2) 

 District Minister Beth Sollenberger announced that 

Camp Mack will hold a mortgage-burning 
celebration on Sunday, February 19, 2-4 pm (more 
details coming from Camp Mack next week). 

 The story-telling committee reported that they are 

encouraging each section to hold at least one joint 
gathering during Lent this year. 

 The youth committee reported that they are 

planning to hold a district-wide youth gathering 

April 13-15, 2018 (that’s right: 2018). 

 Beth reported on behalf of the Ministry Excellence 

Project that $17,057 was given in Pastor 
Appreciation grants to 59 pastors in our district. 

 Treasurer DeEtta Balser reported that the district 

ended 2016 with a healthy balance (see financial 
report, this page). 

 The next district board meeting will be Saturday, 

March 4, 9 a.m., at the Anderson Church of the 
Brethren. 
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NEXT BRETHREN LEADERSHIP 
INSTITUTE CLASS ANNOUNCED 

 

Ministerial Leadership and Administration is the 
topic of the next series of Brethren Leadership 
Institute (BLI) classes. John Ballinger, former 
District Executive of Northern Ohio, will be the 
teacher. Specific dates are not yet set, but the 
classes will be held sometime in March and April. 
You may register any time by contacting Tina 
Rieman at scindcob@gmail.com. These classes 
are open to all; CEUs are available for pastors. 

 

God’s Green Earth 

A Call to Care and Witness 

March 16-19 

Bethany Seminary 
 

This year, Bethany is combining its Presidential 
Forum and Young Adult Event to focus on issues 
related to caring for creation. More details and 
registration information can be found at 
bethanyseminary.edu/forum2017. 

 

 

INVITATION TO STUDY TOUR OF 
ISRAEL AND PALESTINE 

 

Bridgewater College Chaplain Dr. Robbie Miller 
will lead a study tour of Israel and Palestine this 
June. The tour guide for this 13-day program will 
be Dr. Ginger Caessens who is on faculty at the 
University of the Holy Land in Jerusalem and has 
taught in Israel for over 30 years.  The Brethren 
Academy will offer 4.0 CEUs for any ordained 
clergy who participate in this professional growth 
experience.  

The estimated cost of the tour is $4,000 and 
includes all expenses including roundtrip airfare, 
all meals (except lunch on the free day), ground 
transportation, entrance fees, taxes, and tips.  If 
interested in more information, please contact 
Chaplain Miller at rmiller@bridgewater.edu or at 
540-421-2720. 

 

 

INPUT INVITED 

The Creation Care Study Committee was 
created at the 2016 Annual Conference in 
response to a query that challenges us to 
respond more fully to two resolutions on climate 
change (1991 and 2001). Our charge is to 
catalyze action, particularly in relation to 
transitioning to renewable energy and reducing 
fossil fuel* usage (www.brethren.org/
news/2016/creation-care-study-
committee.html . 

Our committee believes that action should 
occur on the denominational, congregational, 
and individual levels. We are currently in 
conversation with relevant agencies of the 
denomination to determine the best course of 
action. However, at the congregational and 
individual levels, we feel we need a better 
understanding of your hopes and limitations, as 
well a better understanding of what resources 
may be valuable to you. After we have some 
insights from this survey, we will work toward 
making those resources available. 

Please take a few minutes to fill out this short 
survey at https://goo.gl/forms/
kqZk5PsZAt405yqq2 . We won't publish any 
information about an individual person or 
congregation without direct permission. All 
reported data will be summarized and 
anonymous. The survey is available until 
January 31, 2017. 

Thank you for your time and thoughts, 

Sharon Yohn, Stone Church of the Brethren, 
Huntingdon, Pa. 
Duane Deardorff, Peace Covenant Church of 
the Brethren, Durham, N.C. 
Laura Dell-Haro, Holmesville (Neb.) Church of 
the Brethren 

*Fossil fuels include energy sources such as 
heating oil, gasoline, coal, natural gas, as well 
as electricity generated from these sources. 
Renewable energy sources include wind, solar, 
hydroelectric, biomass (such as firewood), as 
well as electricity generated from these 
sources. 

mailto:rmiller@bridgewater.edu
http://www.brethren.org/news/2016/creation-care-study-committee.html
http://www.brethren.org/news/2016/creation-care-study-committee.html
http://www.brethren.org/news/2016/creation-care-study-committee.html
https://goo.gl/forms/kqZk5PsZAt405yqq2
https://goo.gl/forms/kqZk5PsZAt405yqq2
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BDM, the Year Ahead 

 

 

Would you who read this article please see that announcements are made in your congregation? 

Thank you! 

Volunteers are coming together for the three scheduled weeks assigned to our S/C Indiana District. 

February 19-25 we still need volunteers though over half of our fifteen already have registration 

forms sent in. If you are interested in that week in South Carolina please email the two page 

registration form from www.brethrendisasterministries.org to kindy@cpt.org. You will be accepted as 

long as there are openings. November 12-18 has been dedicated to Manchester COB and that week 

is being shared with the Illinois/Wisconsin District. December 3-9 is dedicated to Liberty Mills COB. 

If you are interested in joining either of those weeks please contact Jim Shively, 260-982-6040 or 

DSA@ctlnet.com, for the Manchester week or Erin Huiras, 260-571-6612 or erh.bige@gmail.com, 

for the Liberty Mills week. 

The February BDM project includes repairs and new builds from the Christmas floods of 2015 and 

further damage from Hurricane Matthew this past fall. Tentatively that is the same assignment for the 

fall projects. New projects in West Virginia, Louisiana and other locations are being monitored by 

BDM staff and will come on line as long-term recovery groups are ready for the rebuilding assistance 

that BDM offers.  

Often during the year there are projects needing extra volunteers who can go on short notice 

because districts have been unable to fill their quota of fifteen volunteers. If you would like to join 

one of these other weeks when volunteers are in short supply, please send an email indicating your 

availability to kindy@cpt.org or call Cliff Kindy at 260-982-2971.  

You may not be free to go and do rebuilding but you can still assist with these Disaster Ministries. A 

travel fund that pays gas costs for those going is available for contributions; please send with 

explanation to S/C Indiana COB District Office, 604 North Mill St, North Manchester, IN 46962. Or 

help recruit others to join this volunteer ministry of rebuilding.  

Other channels of assistance are putting together health, school and disaster kits for Church World 

Service ( call 1-800-451-4407 for details ) , volunteering with Children ’ s Disaster Services ( call 

Kathy Fry-Miller at the preceding 800 number for the New Windsor BDM office )  or choosing to join 

one of the workcamps supporting EYN in Nigeria ( contact Kendra Harbeck at the Mission and 

Ministry Office in Elgin, 847-429-4388 ) . Four members from Eel River Community COB joined 

another five persons for three weeks this month. They will join EYN congregations in worship, help 

build a worship center for displaced families, play with children from those families and listen to 

people ’ s stories to help heal trauma caused by the violence that has devastated the Church of the 

Brethren in Nigeria.  

 

Blessings of peace to you! 

Cliff Kindy, District Disaster Coordinator 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE BRIEFING 
Annual Conference Moderator Carol Scheppard will be in our district Sunday, April 23. A briefing on 
Annual Conference issues is being planned for 3 pm at the Marion Church of the Brethren. Annual 
Conference delegates are especially encouraged to attend; anyone is welcome. 
If you are not able to attend that event, Carol Scheppard will be in Northern Indiana district at the 
Bethany Church of the Brethren on Sunday, May 21. 

 
From the Brethren Benefit Trust Alert desk: 
  
The important news for employees of Church of the Brethren congregations, districts, and camps is 
that there is a new law that will allow more employers to pay or reimburse employees' individual 
health insurance premiums. By signing into law the 21st Century Cures Act on Dec. 13, 
2016, Congress and President Obama made it possible for small business employers with fewer 
than 50 full-time equivalent employees that don't offer a group health plan to use "Qualified Small 
Employer Health Reimbursement Arrangements" to reimburse employees who buy their own 
insurance. This law allows qualified employers to offer the new arrangement, also known as a 
QSEHRA, to their employees, effective Jan. 1, 2017.  
  
The Internal Revenue Service had not previously allowed such an arrangement under the ACA. 
According to Robb Mandelbaum's Dec. 14 article in Forbes titled, "New Law Eases Small Business 
Health Care Burden (But May Make Repealing ObamaCare Harder)," the new legislation allows 
small businesses to "... reimburse employees for purchasing their own health insurance as if it were 
directly paying the premiums on a group health policy: The employee won't have to pay taxes on the 
company's premium contribution, and the company won't owe payroll taxes on it, either." 
  
There are stipulations, of course, so please read the fine print. The following links will take you to 
helpful information -- the referenced Forbes article text; a related overview article on the new 
changes from the Dec. 27 Benefits Law Update, authored by BBT's legal counsel; and a full legal 
summary of the changes, also provided by BBT's legal counsel. 

 

Annual Tax Seminar for Clergy: 
 
The Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership will host the annual tax seminar for 
clergy on Saturday, January 28, 2017.  Students, pastors, and other church leaders are invited to 
attend this seminar. Participants may attend either in person at Bethany Theological Seminary or 
online.  It is highly recommended for all pastors and other church leaders who wish to understand 
clergy taxes, including treasurers, steward commission chairs, and church board chairs. The 
deadline for registration is Friday, January 20. Visit bethanyseminary.edu/brethren-academy/
clergy-tax-seminar for complete information and registration. 

Our sympathies are extended to the family of Terry Shumaker, who died 
January 14. A service in remembrance of his life will be Saturday, Jan. 21, at 
the Silver Lake Church of God at 11 a.m., with a time of greeting the family at 
10 a.m. 

https://cobbt.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/BBT_Alert/Forbes%20article.pdf?utm_source=BBT+ALERT+January+13%2C+2017&utm_campaign=BBT+Alert&utm_medium=email
https://cobbt.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/BBT_Alert/Benefits%20Law%20Update.pdf?utm_source=BBT+ALERT+January+13%2C+2017&utm_campaign=BBT+Alert&utm_medium=email
https://cobbt.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/BBT_Alert/QSEHRA%20Client%20Alert%201-10-17%20Final.pdf?utm_source=BBT+ALERT+January+13%2C+2017&utm_campaign=BBT+Alert&utm_medium=email
https://cobbt.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/BBT_Alert/QSEHRA%20Client%20Alert%201-10-17%20Final.pdf?utm_source=BBT+ALERT+January+13%2C+2017&utm_campaign=BBT+Alert&utm_medium=email
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fclick.icptrack.com%2Ficp%2Frelay.php%3Fr%3D102181980%26msgid%3D959512%26act%3D6OYK%26c%3D541763%26destination%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fbethanyseminary.edu%252Fbrethren-academy%252Fclergy-tax-seminar
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fclick.icptrack.com%2Ficp%2Frelay.php%3Fr%3D102181980%26msgid%3D959512%26act%3D6OYK%26c%3D541763%26destination%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fbethanyseminary.edu%252Fbrethren-academy%252Fclergy-tax-seminar
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthCentral-Indiana-District/205091192857321?ref=aymt_homepage_panel 

South/Central Indiana District Office Church of the Brethren 

260-982-8805 phone; 260-982-7181 fax 

  Beth Sollenberger, District Executive Minister Office Hours 

       bsollenberger@brethren.org Monday  & Tuesday  8 am - 12 noon 

 

 Rachel Gross, District Admin. Asst. Office Hours                     

         scindcob@gmail.com Monday & Thursday 8 am - 12 noon  
  

 Tina Rieman, Brethren Leadership Institute Asst. Office Hours 

 scindcob@gmail.com as needed 

 

District website: www.scindcob.org 

Denominational website: www.brethren.org 

 

 

 

Peacefully, Simply, Together.Peacefully, Simply, Together.  

South/Central Indiana District 

Church of the Brethren 

604 N Mill Street 

North Manchester IN  46962 

mailto:bsollenberger@brethren.org
mailto:scicob@kconline.com
mailto:scicob@kconline.com
http://www.scindcob.org
http://www.brethren.org

